
 

April 2018 

 

The word “stewardship” often has a 
financial connotation. But Jesus 
calls his followers to be wise, faithful 
stewards of everything he blesses 
us with, including our planet and its 
natural resources. 
 
Although the yearly celebration of 
Earth Day in April isn’t based in 
Christianity, its focus is something 
we can encourage. When God 
created the world—which he 
repeatedly called “good”—he told us 
to care for it and for all the creatures 
in it. That doesn’t mean we worship 
nature; instead, we make an effort 
(sometimes involving sacrifices) to 
protect our earthly home. 
 
And we do that not just to preserve 
the world for future generations. As 
author Tim Mascara writes, “Earth 

Day should matter, not because of 
some cliché saying that it belongs to 
our kids and we are just borrowing from 
them. It doesn’t belong to my kids any 
more than it belongs to me.” He adds, 
“We are just stewards. But that sells it 
short also. We are not just stewards. 
We are the Creator’s stewards. We are 
his stewards.”  
 
When your family takes steps to 
recycle and “go green,” remind children 
about the reasons behind those efforts. 
Also let kids know that small actions 
play a big role in caring for the 
environment. Remember to set a good 
day-to-day example as you shop, make 
transportation decisions, do indoor and 
outdoor chores, and so on. 
 
Read on to discover family-friendly 
activities that emphasize creation care. 
 
 
 

 
Teach Children to Care for God’s Creation  
 

 

 
The Vision of St Peter’s  

Children’s Ministry  
is for all children to  

DISCOVER the  
love of Jesus. 

 

 

POWERSOURCE 
PRAY TO GOD: 

1. Thank God for his amazing, 

diverse creation.  

2. Ask God to show your family 

how to take care of his earth.  

3. Ask God to remind you to 

worship him, not his creation. 

 

 



TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 

Crystal Creation 
 
Find a recipe online for making rock 
candy, and start growing sweet crystals 
on sticks. (Adult supervision is 
required.) When the sugar solution is 
set up, have a devotion about God’s 
presence—and impact. 
 
Read aloud 2 Corinthians 3:18. Say: 
God influences our world and our 
lives in very powerful ways. He helps 
us grow and change, or “transform,” 
over time. God also changes our 
hearts, showing us how to love him, 
other people, and ourselves. He 
gives us wisdom and strength to 
care for everyone and everything he 
made. 
 
Say: This solution we made has two 
items we use every day: sugar and 
water. It looks pretty plain now, but 
let’s put it in a safe place in the 
kitchen. Each morning, we’ll check 
to see what changes are happening. 
 
Within a week, dramatic changes will 
occur. The longer you let the crystals 
grow, the larger they’ll get. You can eat 
the candy if the container is kept in a 
clean, dry area. 
 
 
During the “growing” process, which 
takes several weeks, have   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Become Stewards of the Earth 
 

News about a changing climate and its consequences can be scary for 
people of all ages. Protect toddlers and preschoolers from distressing 
images as much as possible. If you show concern and anxiety, children will 
become fearful, too. By kindergarten, children realize that outside events 
affect them and their families but still may have trouble distinguishing 
between reality and fantasy. Don’t belittle their fears; instead, assure them 
of God’s love and protection. By ages 7 to 10, kids are interested in news 
about the world around them. Answer their questions starting at a simple, 
basic level. Preteens begin to understand long-term implications of events, 
such as environmental issues. Present relevant facts, prepare for back-and-
forth discussions, and remind kids that God is always in control. 
 
 
 

 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The 

world and all its people belong to him.” 
—Psalm 24:1 

 

The World God Made As you read 
aloud Genesis 2:15-20, have family 
members act out the account. Then 
ask: “What do you think the Garden 
of Eden was like? What job did 
God give Adam?” Explain that 
when people sinned, God made 
them leave the garden, and now 
we have God’s whole world to take 
care of. Discuss how well you do 
that as individuals and as a family.  

Favorite Things Hand out paper 
and crayons or markers. Read 
aloud Psalm 104:24. Have family 
members each divide their paper in 
half. On one half, have them draw 
a picture of their favorite thing from 
nature. On the other half, have 
them draw or write one thing they’ll 
do this week to help take care of 
God’s wonderful world. Afterward, 
share what you all drew and wrote. 

Hug a Tree Go to an area with 
several trees. One at a time, 
blindfold family members, spin 
them around, and lead them to a 
tree. Have them carefully feel the 
tree to learn about it. Then lead 
them back to the starting point, 
spin them again, and remove the 
blindfold. See if they can identify 
the tree they touched. Discuss how 
trees are a gift from God, who put 
them in the first garden he made. 

Nature Seekers Prepare a nature-
related scavenger hunt, and have 
family members and friends pair up 
to search for all the items. 
 
Litterbug Chase Visit a littered 
field or park. Race to collect the 
most cans, the oldest paper item, 
and the biggest piece of trash. 
Create wacky stories about how a 
piece of trash ended up where it 
did. Then choose a few unique 
items to create a garbage 
sculpture. Display it as a reminder 
to keep God’s earth clean.  
 
Crafty Recyclers As a family, 
make fun crafts using a variety of 
recycled items. Get started with the 
five ideas posted here: 
childrensministry.com/articles/5-
earth-day-crafts-using-recycled-
material/ 
 
Read All About It For family 
devotions or bedtime reading, 
choose some books about God’s 
world and how to care for it: 

 All Things Bright and Beautiful 
by Cecil Alexander (ages 0-5) 

 Let’s Explore God’s World by 
Debby Anderson (ages 3-5) 

 God Made It for You! by 
Charles Lehmann (ages 4-8) 

 I Love God’s Green Earth by 
Michael Carroll (ages 9-12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://childrensministry.com/articles/5-earth-day-crafts-using-recycled-material/
http://childrensministry.com/articles/5-earth-day-crafts-using-recycled-material/
http://childrensministry.com/articles/5-earth-day-crafts-using-recycled-material/


  

 

MOVIE 
 
Title: Sherlock Gnomes 
Genre: Animation, Adventure, Comedy 
Rating: Not yet rated 
Cast: Emily Blunt, Johnny Depp, 
James McAvoy, Chiwetel Ejiofor 
Synopsis: As Gnomeo and Juliet 
prepare their garden for spring, they 
realize gnomes are being kidnapped 
throughout London. They call famous 
detective Sherlock Gnomes to 
investigate the case, which leads to 
adventures throughout the city. 
Our Take: This sequel to 2011’s 
Gnomeo & Juliet capitalizes on the 
humor of cute pint-sized garden 
ornaments. But the trailer contains 
some questionable language and 
suggestive situations. If you watch the 
movie with your kids, discuss the 
impact of words and behaviors. 

 

 

MEDIA MADNESS 
 

 

  
CULTURE  
 & TRENDS 

 
More Moms Despite reports of a 
declining fertility rate, more women in 
the U.S. are having children. They’re 
just waiting longer to do so and 
aren’t necessarily getting married 
first—or at all. More white and/or 
highly educated single women are 
now choosing to become mothers. 
(time.com) 

 
Bully-Free Ballet Hoping to reduce 
the stigma associated with taking 
ballet lessons, more dance studios 
are offering boys-only classes. 
Teachers say it’s more comfortable 
for boys when they don’t stand out 
among a sea of pink tutus. 
(today.com) 

         

       QUICK STATS 

Packing Heat Almost half (45%) of 
adults say they’re in favor of letting 
K-12 teachers carry guns. These 
responses seem to be influenced 
more by political party than by 
whether the person is a parent. 
(pewresearch.org) 

 
Tech Troubles In The Tech-Wise 
Family, Andy Crouch reveals that 
technology is the #1 reason parents 
say it’s harder than ever to raise 
children. (barna.com) 

 
Dubious Honors America has been 
named the worst country for parents’ 
work-life balance. The culprit is a 
lack of laws for paid annual leave 
and paid maternity and paternity 
leave. 

 

 

 

BOOK 
 
Title: The Girl Who Drank the Moon 
Author: Kelly Barnhill 
Synopsis: This fairy tale, winner of the 
2017 Newbery Medal, is set in a village 
that sacrifices one baby each year by 
leaving it in the forest. The goal is to 
appease a witch who might destroy the 
community. But the witch, who’s 
actually kind, makes sure the babies 
are raised by loving families elsewhere. 
When she accidentally gives one baby 
magic, she decides to raise it herself. 
Our Take: Although a central character 
is a witch, this book is full of positive 
messages and role models. Readers 
discover that love is the “magic” that 
holds things together in this story. The 
book can open the door for discussions 
about good and evil as defined by the 
Bible. 
 

Games, Sites & Apps 
 

 

Nintendo Labo 
Robot kits and other 
interactive components 
are adding new levels 
of creativity to the 
popular Nintendo 
Switch console. Using 
cardboard pieces, 
players build items that 
can then be used in-
game or via remote 
control. Kit prices start 
at $69.99. 
 

You Are Here 
consumer.ftc.gov/media/
game-0020-you-are-
here-consumer-
education-mall 
This interactive site from 
the Federal Trade 
Commission helps older 
children and preteens 
become financially savvy. 
Games in a virtual mall 
teach about supply and 
demand, privacy, false 
advertising, and more. 

Tortuga Racing 
This educational game 
lets children practice 
math skills while their 
character, a turtle, races 
through various tracks. 
Incorrect answers 
decrease one’s speed, 
while eight correct 
answers in a row spark a 
turbo boost. Rated E for 
Everyone, this app game 
is ideal for early-
elementary students. 
 
 

This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant 
to endorse any movie, music, or product. Our prayer is that 

you’ll make informed decisions about what your children 
watch, read, listen to, and play. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0252230/?ref_=tt_cl_t5
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/media/game-0020-you-are-here-consumer-education-mall
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/media/game-0020-you-are-here-consumer-education-mall
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/media/game-0020-you-are-here-consumer-education-mall
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/media/game-0020-you-are-here-consumer-education-mall


 

JUNE 11-14 
9AM-12PM 

AGES 4 THRU 5TH GR COMPLETED 
VOLUNTEERS AND CHILDREN 

REGISTER HERE 

https://vbspro.events/p/stpeterscolu
mbus2018  

 
 

https://vbspro.events/p/stpeterscolumbus2018
https://vbspro.events/p/stpeterscolumbus2018
https://vbspro.events/p/stpeterscolumbus2018


VBS VOLUNTEER POSTIONS 

Adults and children ages 6
th
 grade and older  

AV TECH - This behind the scenes leader is crucial to the production of VBS. This technician isn’t afraid of 

technology, meets cues, can run our audio system and is flexible. (1 POSSITION) RESPONSIBLE TEEN OR 

ADULT 

BIBLE ELEMENTARY LEADER - This organized storyteller brings the Bible to life for groups of elementary 

age kids through interactive and engaging experiences, then helps kids apply the word of God to their own 

lives. (4 POSITIONS ) ADULTS 

BIBLE PRESCHOOL LEADER - This organized storyteller brings the Bible to life for groups of elementary age 

kids through interactive and engaging experiences, then helps kids apply the word of God to their own lives. 

(4 POSITIONS ) ADULTS 

CRAFT LEADER ASSISTANT - The assistant craft leader aids the crafts leader in managing and preparing 

materials and guiding kids through the process of making a variety of crafts. (12 POSITIONS) ADULTS AND 

TEENS  

CREW LEADER – ELEMENTARY OR PRESCHOOL - The crew leader will lead a crew of small groups of  

kids. There’s no preparation required. A  good crew leader is a friend and helper for the kids and station 

leaders. They ask questions, take kids seriously and encourage them throughout VBS. (FOR AGES 18 AND 

OLDER 38 SPOTS) 

CREW LEADER ASSISTANT ELEMTARY OR PRESCHOOL -The assistant crew leader serves as a secondary 

crew leader. They help manage supplies, get the crew from station to station and help with experiences for 

their crew. A good assistant crew leader is attentive, patient, and always looking for ways to help without 

being asked. (TEENS AGES 12-17 38+SPOTS)  

GAMES LEADER - The energetic and organized individual is in charge of leading groups of elementary age 

kids in fun physical activities and discussions. You don’t need to be an Olympian, you just need to be 

organized, energetic, and fun loving. (3 POSITIONS) 18 AND OLDER  

GAMES LEADER ASSISTANT - The assistant game leader aids the games leader in preparing and leading fun 

and noncompetitive activities. You can expect lots of hard work, fun, and high-fives.(9 POSITIONS) TEENS 

NURSERY DIRECTOR FOR VOLUNTEERS CHILDREN AGES 0-3 -Lead our youngest children (under age 4) 

and assistants of our VBS volunteers during the week.  Sing songs, eat snacks, lead a short Bible story, make 

crafts, play and pray! Everything will be there for you!  (2 POSITIONS) ADULTS 

NURSERY DIRECTOR ASSISTANT FOR VOLUNTEERS CHILDREN AGES 0-3 Assist our youngest children 

(under age 4) of our VBS volunteers during the week.  Sing songs, eat snacks, lead a short Bible story, make 

crafts, play and pray! Everything will be there for you! (5 POSITIONS) TEENS 

PHOTOGRAPHER - Take pictures during VBS - crews, action photos.  Must have your own camera.  Provide 

us with a smart card or transfer pictures onto a CD.  (2 POSITIONS) ADULTS OR RESPONSIBLE TEENS 

POWER POINT OPERATOR - Running Power Point during VBS at opening and closing each day.  Willing to 

assist in other areas in between opening and closing.  (1 POSITION) ADULT OR RESPONSIBLE TEEN 

REGISTRATION ASSISTANT - Assist the registration leaders the weekend before getting nametags and class 

lists assembled.  Assist with registration Monday and Tuesday mornings of VBS. (5 POSITIONS) ADULTS 

SET UP CREW - Help set up after late church Sunday, June 11.  (30 POSITIONS) ALL AGES - FAMILIES 

WELCOME! 

SNACK LEADER ASSISTANT -The assistant snack leader aids the snack leader in organizing materials and any 

prep work required for preparing and delivering the snacks, assists with getting the snacks out to the children 

at the tables. (10 POSITIONS) ADULTS AND TEENS  

SPECIAL NEEDS ASSISTANT - Assist one on one with our children with special needs.  (6 POSITIONS) 

ADULTS OR RESPONSIBLE TEENS 

TAKE DOWN HELPERS - Help to Take Down Set after closing on Thursday night JUNE 14 (20 POSITIONS) 

ALL AGES FAMILIES ARE WELCOME! 

WHEREVER HELP IS NEEDED - This is the place where you don't really care where you serve, you just want 

to join in the fun and help where the need is the greatest. 

PRAYER TEAM - come together OR on your own to pray for VBS participants and volunteers and staff. (6 

positions)  



  
[

 

 Easter in the 

             Nursery 
No Sunday school on  

Sunday, April 1
st 

 
Nursery is provided for ages 0-4 on 

Maundy Thursday 7pm,  
Good Friday 7pm, and  

Easter Sunday 8, 9:30 and 11am 
 

Kids church for ages 4-Kindergarten 
will be at the 9:30 service only. 

 
There is Sunrise service at 6:30am  

no childcare. 
 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight Donna Smith 

 

 

 

Donna has served in the nursery on Sunday mornings 
8am for many years.  We love that Donna, having 
served for several years, asked her friend Pat Blanton 
to serve alongside her.  They are a great team and greet 
the children each month with smiles on their faces  

Tell me how you first got involved in with 

Children’s ministry.  The Children’s ministry was in need of 

help and I love the little ones, so I signed up to get my baby fix.  
 

What has surprised you 
most about working in Ss 
or the nursery?  When I 

was told I had to take CPP 
– I thought, do what?  I 
really found it beneficial and 
was glad our church takes 
action to protect our 
children.  It makes total 
sense! 

What do you find most 
challenging about CM?  
Finding time to get CPP in 
when due.   

What's the best/worst 
thing to happen since you 
started working with Ss or 
nursery?  It gives me great 

joy for the children to come 
and willingly give me a hug 
or a smile when 
arriving/departing. 

 

What do you wish other 
people knew about 
Sunday school or the 
nursery at St Peter’s?  
These are God’s children 
and they need to know 
they are special to Him, 
as well as us.  They may 
be young, but they pick 
up more than you think 
when telling them Bible 
stories that often stick in 
their little minds. 

What would you tell 
someone who is 
thinking about 
volunteering in CM?  It 
is a great ministry and 
children are so precious.  
It isn’t but once a month, 
out of your busy schedule 
and if more signed up, it 
wouldn’t be that often.   

 
 

What do you do when you aren't working or volunteering? 
I have four dogs and they keep me busy, as well as staying on 
top of house and lawn chores.  I try to help others, as much as I 
can. 

Tell us a little bit about yourself and your family.  I work at 

Cummins.  I have two grown children and one grandson, as well as 
my four fur babies.   

 
 



  
 

 

 Care and Safety in Children’s Ministry 

Inisstry 
 

The care and safety of our 

volunteers and the children 

entrusted to us is one of our 

top priorities. As parents, we 

all want the best care and 

teaching for our little ones. The 

Children’s Ministry Team has 

developed a care and safety 

plan. Some of the same 

procedures St. Peter’s Day 

School is being used so not to 

add confusion to our children 

who attend St. Peter’s. 
 

Emergency Crisis 

Management  

Information is located on the 
wall in each room next to the 
door with exits clearly marked. 
 

Fire Extinguishers and AED 
machines are identified in the 
hallways. 
Red Emergency preparedness 
bags are in each room. 

May is Care and Safety Month 
for Children’s Ministry 

 
Care and safety drills will be 

practiced during the  

month of May.  

Sunday School will practice on 

May 6 only since those 

volunteers serve weekly. 

 

Nursery & Kid’s Church will 

practice each week of May, due 

to the 4 week rotation of 

volunteers.  

 

We want each volunteer team 

member to be familiar and 

comfortable in case of an 

emergency. 

 

These drills will take place the 

last 20 minutes of class. 

Safety Standards Implemented 
 All Volunteers have been Child Protection Trained and trained in 

the Children’s Ministry Care and Safety Plan 

 All Children have check in/out computer labels with parent phone 
number 

 Nursery/Early Childhood parents check-in/out at desk with a 
Team member before entering and exiting the classroom 

 Your child’s classroom doors are locked once class/care has 
started. 

 We’ve asked people not picking up children to use the north 
hallway limiting congestion for drop off and pick up. 

 The staff and volunteers have the ability to page parents from our 
Arena computer system or by using their own cell phone 

 We will be conducting bi-annual drills  

 We will be reminding all volunteers of our care and safety tips 
each quarter 

 Walkie-Talkies are located in each room in the event 
communication needed for an emergency situation 

 

[Text] 

 

 

 Evacuation Procedure 
Fire  

 All Children will exit the building 
and will go to Dairy Queen. 

 We request that you pick up 
your child from Dairy Queen.  

 Give your pick-up sticker to the 
teacher and your child will be 
released to you in an orderly 
fashion.  

 Please follow/help the entire 
group to Dairy Queen where 
your child will be dismissed. We 
want to make sure everyone is 
present and accounted for and 
the child goes home with the 
designated person. 

 Severe Weather 
 Tornado  

 Your child will be escorted to an 
interior room of either the 
Church Office or The Park.  

 You will be notified when the “all 
clear” sign is given and where to 
pick up your child. Please bring 
your pick-up sticker, give to your 
child’s teacher for dismissal. We 
want to make sure everyone is 
present and accounted for and 
goes home with the designated 
person. 

Active Threat such as a shooter, 

RUN out the nearest door. Destination 
depends on where the threat is located.  
HIDE in interior location with barricades. 
FIGHT by throwing things if possible. 
Walkie-talkies will be used greatly 
throughout the building during this 
level in attempts to keep all people 
safe. 
Your child will either be at DQ, Central 
Track, Library or Cummins parking lot for 
pick-up. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
Easter 
6:30 
8:00 
9:30 
11:00 

 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

CPP training 
6:30pm  

4 
Wednesday 

night 
connections 
Dinner 5:30 

Classes  
6:30-745 

5 
Worship 7pm 

6 7 
CPP training 
Worship 6pm 

 

8 
Worship 
8 & 1045 
SS 9:30 

9 
 

10 11 
Wednesday 

night 
connections 
Dinner 5:30 

Classes  
6:30-745 

12 
Worship 7pm 

13 
 

14 
Worship 6pm 

15 
Worship 
8 & 1045 
SS 9:30 

16 
 
 
 
 

 

17 
 

18 
Wednesday 

night 
connections 
Dinner 5:30 

Classes  
6:30-745 

 

19 
Worship 7pm 

20 
 

21 
Worship 6pm 

22 
Earth Day 
Worship 
8 & 1045 
SS 9:30 

Early childhood 
SS sings at 

10:45 

23 
 
 
 

 

24 
Baptism 

Class 7pm 

25 
Wednesday 

night 
connections 
Dinner 5:30 

Classes  
6:30-745 

26 

 
Worship 7pm 

27 
 

28 
Worship 6pm 

29 
Worship 
8 & 1045 
SS 9:30 

30 
 

    
 

 
Worship 6pm 

 

 

 

 Jesus is Alive! 


