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ARISE, baptized!

The family of Christ is growing 
younger and deeper as both  
youth and adults heed the call  
of the Holy Spirit.
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Looking Ahead

Take a glimpse at the new faces that 
shine at St. Peter’s and get to know 
their plans to grow the church.

PAGE 9

fueling the mission

We are discipling and engaging with 
our local community in innovative 
ways—see how you can support these 
efforts to spread the Gospel.

S a c r a m e n t
W O R D
C o m m u n i t y
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IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE HOW MUCH OUR CHURCH MINISTRY 

STAFF HAS CHANGED IN JUST ONE YEAR!  WE’RE EXCITED 

ABOUT THE INCREDIBLY TALENTED GROUP OF SERVANTS 

THAT THE LORD HAS ASSEMBLED HERE AT SPL.  CHECK 

OUT JUST SOME OF OUR NEWEST MEMBERS.  BE SURE TO 

SAY “HI” AND INTRODUCE YOURSELF THE NEXT TIME YOU 

SEE THEM.  AS ALWAYS, PLEASE CONTINUE TO LIFT UP OUR 

STAFF AND LEADERS IN YOUR PRAYERS!       

GET TO KNOW
 OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS!

DESIREE SHAW

Started as Director of Children’s 
Ministry in July 2022. 

“Connecting with our new families 
and helping to plug them into 
our ministry has been incredible. 
Children’s Ministry has a lot of 
exciting events on the horizon! 
My Best for You, SuperStart, VBS, 
Kids Worship Hour, and Faith 
Milestones program are all on 
the docket for 2023. God has BIG 
plans in store for our ministry and 
the most exciting part of this job 
is to have a front row seat to God’s 
handiwork each day.” 

PASTOR ADAM RODRIGUEZ

Installed on October 16, 2022.  
Adam is Associate Pastor and  
Director of Adult Discipleship.

“I am always most excited to 
communicate Jesus and his life 
changing Gospel to people. How 
is that accomplished? Through 
relationships. I am excited to meet 
people, make friendships so we can 
all make a difference.”

PASTOR TIM CARTER

Installed on June 6, 2022. 
Pastor Tim is Associate Pastor  
and Director of Life Care.

“For this upcoming year I am most 
excited about watching God bless 
our church family through our new 
young leadership–Adam Rodriguez 
& Daniel Bodemann!”

LEAD PASTOR JOHN CORDREY

Installed on August 28, 2022.

“I’m most excited to see St. Peter’s 
come alive with energy and passion 
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
a way that connects with every 
generation, for generations to 
come. Whenever I see people being 
baptized and people growing in 
their love for Jesus, I know with 
confidence that the church is 
fulfilling its God-given purpose!”
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ALL-IN 
ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
SEASONED SAINTS provides 
monthly opportunities for fun and 
fellowship for those over 55.  

SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES 
continue to offer a variety of options 
for youth and adults.  These classes 
are taught by our pastors and staff, 
but also by some of our members.

CHILD PROTECTION PROGRAM 
Our congregation currently has 570 
adults and 170 youth trained to serve 
in ministries involving children.   
Our goal is that everything involving 
children will be as safe as possible in 
every way. 

NERD HERD is a new ministry 
starting in which young adults will 
assist older adults with setting up 
equipment to view our Live stream.

18 young adults are planning a 
HURRICANE RELIEF trip to Puerto 
Rico in February 2023.  We can still 
add participants.

“Meeting weekly with 
my discipleship group 
provides a sense of 
accountability that keeps 
me in my Bible study 
lane. I find myself waking 
up each morning with 
a hunger for the next 
chapter.”

“I have loved being a part 
of a discipleship group this 
fall because it has allowed 
God to relight a fire in my 
heart for His word…”

“Hearing ways the Holy 
Spirit is leading each of us 
during our Bible readings 
has been so powerful…!”

DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS are groups 
of 3- 5 people (gender specific) who 
intentionally seek to learn more 
about being a disciple of Jesus, how 
to apply the Gospel to all of life, and 
how to disciple others. A 1-year pilot 
of discipleship groups just finished, 
and we have seen God work in these 
groups in awesome ways the past 
year. Now the goal is to form more of 
these groups.

CONNECT GROUPS meet on a 
regular basis throughout the year 
as they seek to connect with God 
and other people by studying 
God’s Word, praying, and living life 
together. There are various types 
of connect groups that continue to 
meet throughout the year.

ACTIVITY GROUPS meet together 
based on a shared interest in an 
activity. Currently there are a variety 
of activity groups for adults including 
pickleball, volleyball, and men’s 
basketball open gyms as well as 
fitness classes.

For more about adult discipleship,  
please contact: 
DUSTIN WEBER
 dweber@stpeters-columbus.org

GEORGE DENHOLM
 gdenholm@stpeters-columbus.org

PASTOR ADAM RODRIGUEZ
 arodriquez@stpeters-columbus.org 
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An “A” for abundant love 

By Paul Meredith  
 Principal of St. Peter’s Lutheran School 

On the morning of Wednesday, 
August 3, 2022, St. Peter’s Lutheran 
School opened the doors to begin 
our 159th academic school year to 
414 students.  Of these 414 students, 
we welcomed 88 new students 
to our school (40 kindergarten 
students and 48 first through 
eighth grade students), setting a 
record for new student enrollment!  
Since the start of the pandemic, 
many private schools across the 
country have seen their enrollments 
fluctuate.  Since 2005, St. Peter’s 
Lutheran School has averaged 
28 new students in first through 
eighth grade.  However, we had 
an increase of 39 new students in 
first through eighth grade for the 
2021-2022 school year, and bested 
that with 48 new students this year 
as previously mentioned—what an 
opportunity to grow His Kingdom!  

Some private schools have seen 
a dip in enrollment due to financial 

situations brought upon by the 
pandemic, while others have 
seen an increase due to families 
reevaluating what exactly they 
desire in a school for their children.  
Our school community has been 
blessed above and beyond by not 
only the financial support from our 
congregation, but the partnership 
that has allowed us to set a record 
in new student enrollment.  

I consider it a blessing to live in 
Bartholomew County, and in 
particular, Columbus, as there 
are many wonderful options as it 
pertains to educating the children 
in our community.  There are things 
that the Bartholomew County 
School Corporation (BCSC) can 
offer and do that we cannot, but 
there are many things that we can 
do that BCSC cannot.  Number 
one for us is being intentional on 
teaching about Jesus daily.   
Yes, our students will learn the 
academic standards in their 
reading, math, science, and social 
studies classes, but they also have 
the opportunity to be developed 
spiritually from a staff that cares 
deeply for them.  

Those chances to grow God’s 
Kingdom are not lost as we look 

to develop and build relationships 
with our new students, but also 
the students in our school that do 
not have a church home.  Of our 
414 students enrolled on the first 
day of school, 70 of them indicated 
they do not have a church home.  
As a school, we embrace the 
responsibility of showing these 
students what it means to show 
God’s abundant love.  One way is 
through the many service projects 
we do throughout the school 
year.  Two examples are the work 
we do as a school in packaging 
meals for Love the Hungry, and 
packing shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  The students 
and staff of SPLS consistently 
package over 30,000 meals per 
year that are nutrient-rich and can 
alleviate and reverse the effects of 
malnutrition in young children.  We 
also consistently pack over 800 
shoe boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child that are filled with toys, school 
supplies, and hygiene items for 
children all over the world.  What a 
way to live out the command that 
Jesus taught us in John 13:34-35, 
“A new command I give you: Love 
one another.  As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.  By this 
all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”

OUR
 SCHOOL

UPPER LEFT: St. Peter’s youth measure food to be sent to those in need. 
ABOVE: The first day of school, 2022.
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While talking with Chad Kelly 
recently, it hit me that, in a way, 
I was listening to a distant voice 
of the future, the church’s future. 
Granted, talking to anyone on the 
phone, for me at least, is awkward. 
Being a visual artist, I’m all too 
aware how I gather meaning from 
silent cues and facial expressions. 
Yet as we talked for the next twenty 
minutes or so, I gathered that this 
sophomore at Concordia University 
Texas was intent on his goal to 
be a DCE—a Director of Christian 
Education. Though I could also hear 
through the phone other voices and 
sounds of activity going on, he was 
very focused and thoughtful. And I 
also learned that he was not always 
pointed in this vocational direction.

Directly after graduating from 
Columbus East High School, Chad 
spent half a year at Purdue in the 
engineering program, but soon 
realized that it was not God’s plan 
for him. He sums it up: “Purdue was 
a time in my life when I prioritized 
what I wanted to do and not what 
God wanted.”

The transition to Texas and to a 
much smaller school has proven to 
be a great fit. The school’s close-knit 
community of 1,000+ (compared 
with Purdue’s 37,000+) is, in Chad’s 
eyes, beneficial for growing with a 
community of believers. He’s been 
making his way through rigorous 
theological and academic courses 
and also courses that emphasize 
learning through doing. Taking 
deep dives into the Old and New 
Testaments is fun to Chad, but so 
is an assignment involving striking 
up conversations with strangers 
in coffee shops. Preparing to be 

a DCE is tough but I can tell by his 
voice that it is rewarding. I can also 
hear he is energized by Campus 
Pastor, Jacob Bessling, who helps 
him understand that with all these 
challenges he is becoming a 
professional Christian.

Looking back at his early foundation  
in Christ, he mentions the love of his 
parents and how they supported 
him in his faith. Youth director 
Aaron Littmann showed him that 
faith is fun. When Chad was in 
high school, he remembers sitting 
in The Summit doing homework 
and having conversations with 
Youth Director Mike Jessop and 
about discipling youth. These two 
men played pivotal roles in Chad’s 
decision to serve Christ. Now, in 
turn, Chad is on the path to inspire 
youth in his future to do the same.  

 

THE PATH TO BECOMING A 
PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLE By David Williams

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT: “Listen to the people 
you trust—the ones that you know are wise. Be eager to 
serve, to help out. Remember that it’s those bumps in the 
road that help you grow the most. And continually ask 
what Jesus is up to in your life.”
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Do you have a bucket list? 
By Mike Jessop  
 Director of Youth Ministry  

I have a list but it’s not really 
solidified. Maybe I’m not old 
enough. I find it hard to create a list 
when I think about all the things 
and places that I want to go to 
and experience. The opportunities 
seem endless. And, whenever I 
start to make a list, God surprises 
me by adding something that I had 
never dreamed of before.

This fall I got to cross off my list: 
having a bathtub in the youth 
room. Believe it or not, that hadn’t 
happened yet. Even with the 
ridiculous games that we play and 
the constant management of body 
odor from middle school students, 
this was something new. You see, 
we had a bathtub for a baptism.

My friend Brady, who is a junior at 
East, was baptized this fall.   
He wanted to be fully immersed 
and he wanted it to be with his 
community, with his peers and 
Sherpas from Venture. Since I 
wasn’t able to find a horse trough, 
we had a bathtub brought down to 
the youth room.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 says, “so we 
cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel 
of God but our lives as well.”

Brady started coming to Venture 
because he was invited by a friend.  
Quickly he was folded into the 
youth ministry community. There 
he found people that cared, loved, 
and delighted in him to where real 
life was shared with the gospel.  
And God used that community 
to work in Brady’s heart. After 

WE RISE UP!
IN ROMANS 6:4-5, GOD’S WORD TELLS US THAT THROUGH 

OUR BAPTISM INTO CHRIST, WE ARE UNITED WITH HIM 

IN HIS DEATH AND IN HIS RESURRECTION, THAT WE TOO 

WOULD DIE AND RISE TO A NEW LIFE!  THERE IS NO GREATER 

PICTURE IN ALL SCRIPTURE OF THE TRANSFORMATION OF 

LIVES AND THE GROWTH OF GOD’S KINGDOM THAN WHEN 

ONE IS BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST.  

IN MATTHEW 28:19, JESUS SENDS OUT HIS CHURCH 

TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING AND 

TEACHING.  THE STORIES YOU’RE ABOUT TO READ 

REFLECT WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE TO CARRY OUT THE 

GREAT COMMISSION AND FULFILL OUR PURPOSE AS A 

CONGREGATION OF TRANSFORMING LIVES AND GROWING 

GOD’S KINGDOM.

attending the National Youth 
Gathering, Brady told me that he 
felt God was calling him to the next 
steps in his faith, to be baptized.

Now, whenever I see a bathtub I’m 
reminded of Brady and the power 
of a community that loves as God 
first loved us. Let’s continue to care, 
love, and delight in those that God 
has placed in our midst sharing 
our lives and the gospel. Because 
when we do that, you never know 
what God is going to put on your 
bucket list.  
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HEALING WATER 
By Jan Kiel  
 Director of Life Works

First of all, let’s be clear that anyone 
who receives counseling at Life 
Works is promised confidentiality; 
however, sharing one’s story can 
be part of healing and one man is 
eager to share God’s work in his life.

Bob B. grew up in Columbus, 
went to church as a kid, played 
basketball at Columbus East and in 
college, served in the US Army and 
then returned to work in Columbus 
and raise his family. Bob, now 
56, went off the rails in his adult 
life and spent 15 years in active 
addiction. August 26th, 2021, was 
the last time he used drugs. That 
date was also the last time he was 
arrested. Statistics show that the 
average number of relapses before 
an addicted person achieves two 
years of continued sobriety is 
seven! The last ten years found 
Bob engaged in treatment and had 
success several different times 
before relapsing. But Bob believes 
this time is different.

The past year has been one of 
healing and transformation for Bob 
and he’s never looked back, except 
to own his past, make amends 

and thank God for working in his 
life, even when Bob wasn’t yet 
able to recognize or receive it. 
Bob believes God worked through 
his last arrest as the previous 
ten years had been a nightmare.  
During his time in jail after his last 
arrest, Bob ate, slept and prayed. 
He surrendered his life and his past 
to God and since then, Bob said,  
“I completely changed as a person. 
God took it all away.”   

Shortly after that, Bob’s probation 
officer gave him the option to 
come to the Life Works Intensive 
Outpatient Program. Bob had 
been in other treatment programs 
before but “something was 
missing; it was God.”   
Through the Life Works staff, 
as well as St. Peter’s SMART 
Recovery and Celebrate 
Recovery support groups, Bob 
discovered God’s power to heal 
his past. 
Bob had always wanted to 
be baptized.   His Life Works 
counselor, Kathy Wallace, 
connected him to Pastor John.  
On June 25, 2022, Bob, his friends, 
and his once-estranged extended 
family, gathered at the river in Mill 
Race Park to celebrate Bob’s new 
freedom in Christ.  

Bob believes God is giving him 
patience while he finishes meeting 
the legal obligations of his past. “I 
am working. I am paying my bills. 
Now that my life is in order, my 
family is letting me back into their 
lives.  God knows when I struggle 
and gives me what I need.  He’s got 
my back.” Bob’s not sure about the 
specific details of his future, but he 
knows his purpose: to help others, 
to take others under his wing and 
share the wisdom and hope that 
God has given to him.

About St. Peter’s, Bob says,  
“This is where it all started for 
me; even when I failed, this is 
where I succeeded.  My feet are 
digging roots and they are deep 
roots. This is my home.”
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VBS: MONUMENTAL
By Julie Dietrich

Have you ever traveled out West? 
The unforgettable mountain  
ranges, jaw-dropping canyons,  
and amazing rock formations fill  
our heads with wonder and whet 
our travel appetites for more.   
St. Peter’s recently hosted a VBS 
road trip this summer entitled 
MONUMENTAL: CELEBRATING 
GOD’S GREATNESS.  Fifteen VBS 
crews off-roaded together for an 
unforgettable four days, exploring 
God’s awesomeness and rock-
solid promises.  Imagine 170 kids 
experiencing God’s unforgettable 
love, His jaw-dropping power, and 
His amazing grace.  Now that’s 
a road trip!  The MONUMENTAL 
journey, made possible by directors 
Shelli Carothers and Katey 
Meadows, along with over 100 
volunteers (over half were grades 
5-12), gave participants faith-filled 
perspectives for the road ahead.

Shelli and Katey made sure to 
pack some essentials for the VBS 
journey.  A key Bible verse for the 
week from Psalm 147:5: 

 “How great is our Lord!  
His power is absolute.” 

 It kept the week’s lessons and 
activities on track with the 
MONUMENTAL theme.  They 
loaded up plenty of faith-inspiring 
activities, crafts, and games.  The 
week’s offerings were designated 
for Beloved Bags. VBS participants 
and volunteers gave over $1200 
to this organization that supplies 
vulnerable children who reside in 
foster care with a duffel bag.  Each 
bag is stocked with items to meet 
urgent physical and emotional 
needs, with room for personal 
belongings.  How cool to be able to 
help “pack a bag” for someone else 
while road-tripping together!   
Oh, and there were snacks.   
No road trip would be complete 
without munchies. 

The excitement continued 
throughout the week as the crews 
caught glimpses of a very rare 
animal breed specific to this part of 
“the West” named Jackrabbit John 
(aka Pastor John).  Fast on his  
feet and ready for the adventure, 
Jackrabbit John was spotted 
greeting kids, sparking up 
conversations, and singing songs…
always with a full tank of energy.  
One crew leader remarked, “VBS 
is for everyone! All ages!”  Another 
crew leader mentioned how 
important it is to “have a positive 
attitude and be excited…make 
sure everyone has a smile.” Who 
needs the Grand Canyon when God 
shows up in MONUMENTAL ways 
through His people!

IN VBS,  ALL HEARD ABOUT GOD’S 
GREATNESS THROUGH HIS GIFT 
OF BAPTISM. ON THE LAST DAY, 
PASTOR JOHN  BAPTIZED FOUR VBS 
PARTICIPANTS: GABRIELLA COLLINS, 
JONAH COLLINS, HUDSON MISHLER, 
AND CARSON MISHLER.  

“I saw God’s work after the 
first day of VBS when BOTH 
of my children came home 
and immediately told me they 
wanted to be baptized.  The 
look they had in their eyes of 
their love for God was pure 
and real love.”  

—JILL MISHLER (ABOVE)
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WORSHIP INNOVATION
New Song - drum set and equipment $4,000
Uplighting for sanctuary walls $4,000
Live stream cameras, mics, sound room upgrade $15,000
Soundboard for sanctuary, electric surge protection $8,500

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
April 1, 2023 Glow-in-the dark Easter Egg Hunt $5,000
June 2023 Vacation Bible School “Outerspace” $10,000
Fall 2023 Fun Young Family Event $5,000

CHILDREN’S MINSTRY INNOVATION
Launch Children’s Ministry Worship Service  
at 10:45am $5,000

YOUTH VISION - KNOWN and BELONG
Supplies for Grilled Cheese Thursday,  
average 150 students/wk $7,750

SCHOOL SAFETY
Parking Lot Enhancements $3,500
Intercom at Molly’s desk to front doors (Entrance A)  $5,953
Install swipe card and reader atmetal doors  
behind Pastor Tim’s office  $8,704
Law enforcement during Grilled Cheese Thursday $7,273

MISSION TRIPS
Global and domestic for youth and adults $25,000

WEBSITE INNOVATION
Upgrade website with search engine & app support $20,000

ways to fuel the mission
IN ADDITION TO OUR APPROVED BUDGET, THERE ARE OTHER WAYS  

TO FUEL THE MISSION TO EFFECTIVELY CARRY OUT OUR MINISTRY 

HERE AT ST. PETER’S. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A SPECIAL 

GIFT TOWARDS ANY OF THESE ITEMS, PLEASE REACH OUT TO 

OUR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT, SCOTT SCHUMACHER AT 

SSCHUMACHER@STPETERS-COLUMBUS.ORG OR 812-372-1571 X 2140.
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ONLINE GIVING  Fast & easy to manage from your phone or computer!
If you would like to make an online contribution to support the ministries of 
St. Peter’s (one time or recurring bank ACH transfer, no fees) please go to 
our website, GIVE page.  

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER (EFT) Simple form to complete! 
If you don’t want to make a donation online, funds may be automatically 
transferred from your checking or savings accounts on an ongoing basis.  
There are no fees incurred. Just visit our website, GIVE page.

OFFERING ENVELOPES and OFFERING PLATE
For offering envelopes, Angela Cognata will hook you up!
Email: acognata@stpeters-columbus.org   Office: 812 372-1571 x2302

SPECIAL GIFTS & OTHER CREATIVE WAYS TO FUEL THE MISSION  

Contact Scott, he’s ready to support you!
Cash Donations, Individual Retirement Accounts, Securities, Donor Advised 
Funds, Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO), Legacy Gifts, Charitable 
Gift Annuities, and Charitable Trusts.  

For more information, contact Scott Schumacher, Director of Development:
Email: sschumacher@stpeters-columbus.org   Office: 812-372-1571 x2140

Overall, the year-to-date financial landscape looks stellar.

Our year-to-date net income is $209,368 ahead of budget.  

Expenses are slightly higher (1.3%) than planned due to the rising costs of 
utilities, general supplies, and electrical & safety equipment for the school.   

Income is strong in most areas, yet below plan (11%) for offerings.   
Our shortfall, at this point in the year, is not a game changer. The fact is we 
have members giving in numerous ways which are not recorded in the 
“offerings” column: Special Gifts, Required Minimum Distributions, Donor 
Advised Funds, SGO, Fuel the Mission, and special gifts are helping to offset 
the general offerings.  

December and ongoing monthly offerings are essential to support our 
thriving ministries.  Please prayerfully consider giving online, with envelopes, 
via offering plate, or by EFT.  

Financials are posted monthly on our website GIVE page.  

If you have questions about our financials, please contact: 

Mike Hinckfoot, Executive Director of Ministries  
Email: mhinckfoot@stpeters-columbus.org  Office: 812-372-1571 x2134

5 WAYS TO GIVE

NET INCOME YTD
JULY–OCTOBER 2022

FINANCIAL UPDATE

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

$–

ACTUAL BUDGET 
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ST. PETER’S MISSIONS

Angels of Love

Assistance Fund

Auto Maintenance Ministry

Concordia Seminary Adopt-A-Student

Church Worker Scholarships

Vicar
TOTAL MISSION DOLLARS DISTRIBUTED
(10.6% OF SPL OFFERINGS)

$484,251

INDIANA MISSIONS

Bloomington Chinese  
  c/o Faith Lutheran Church

Carmel Lutheran Church

Dove Recovery House

Dwelling 1:14

Indiana District - LCMS

Lutheran Child & Family Services

The Lutheran SGO of Indiana

WORLD MISSIONS

Caspari Center

Guatemala Mission

Love Justice International

Love the Hungry

Lutheran World Relief

Mission India

P.O.B.L.O.

Salem Lutheran/Baltic Mission 
  Society

Together in Mission

Tony Nwokeneme

World Outreach Ministries

UNITED STATES MISSIONS

Jefferson Ave. Mission

Lutheran Church Charities

Lutheran Hour Ministries

Mission Central

My Church

Neighboring Life

Pastoral Leadership Institute

Youth for Christ

COLUMBUS MISSIONS

Clarity

Face to Face

Friends of the Homeless

Good Shepherd Radio, Inc.

Japanese Ministry Society:   
  c/o Grace Lutheran Church

Just Friends Adult Day Services

Lakeview Ministries

LCFNC

Love Chapel

National Fire Safety Council, Inc.

Orphan Grain Train

Trinity Lutheran High School

Turning Point Shelter

 2021/2022 

 Missions
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Grace and peace to you from  
God our Father and our Lord  
Jesus Christ! 

In this report, you’ve already read 
of the incredible things Jesus 
has done among us in the last 
year. Undoubtedly, He has been 
transforming people’s lives and 
growing His kingdom. I pray you  
will rejoice with all the saints in 
these glorious experiences of  
God’s grace. 

Not only has God been at work 
this last year, but I’m eager to see 
how He moves among us in 2023 
as we develop and launch a new 
vision for St. Peter’s. Through our 
many kitchen table talks, I had the 
joy of hearing and capturing our 
congregation’s heart and passion, 
which helped us gain clarity and 
direction. I have no doubt that God 
is calling us to grow younger and 
deeper in our love for Jesus. I’m 
excited to see how He will unite  
our hearts and minds around this 
new vision!   

I also want to invite you to join 
us this Christmas season to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior 
and experience an Unexpected 
Christmas. 

We’re excited to launch a new 
Contemporary Christmas Eve 
service at 4pm focused on 
connecting with young families 
through creative and inspiring 
messages designed for all ages.  

I encourage you to be intentional 
this year in inviting your family, 
friends, and neighbors to join us 
at one of our four services at 4pm, 
6pm, 8pm, and 10pm.  
Consider reaching out to a family or 
two that you know who call St. Peter’s 
home but haven’t been here for a 
while. It’s a great chance to welcome 
them back! 

Finally, as Hebrews 10:25 reminds 
us, “do not neglect meeting 
together.” Be faithful in your 
continued participation here at 
St. Peter’s. Remaining connected 
to Christ keeps your faith strong 
and gives us reason to celebrate 
in every season. I’m so thankful for 
your unwavering and dedicated 
ministry support through your gifts 
and talents. We have been blessed 
with a generous congregation with 
huge hearts for the Lord. Please 
continue to pray for our staff, 
leadership, and pastors. May God 
bless and watch over you and  
bring you unexpected joy this 
holiday season!

FROM LEAD PASTOR, JOHN CORDREY

CHURCH  812-372-1571     SCHOOL 812-372-5266    WEBSITE stpeterscolumbus.org 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM  St. Peter’s Columbus - LCMS

ST. PETER’S
LUTHERAN


