
The Community 

(Week 9) 
“the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints” 

 
 As we proclaim the victory of Christ to the world, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we do so 

alongside a community of fellow disciples. It is a team effort. We ignore our brothers and sisters in the 
faith to our own and the world’s peril. 
 There is only, ultimately, one community of Jesus’ disciples: “the holy catholic Church.” This is 

the main sense the New Testament uses when it talks about the Church. It refers to everyone who has 
been baptized (put into) Jesus by the Holy Spirit because of trust in Him.1 A second sense describes a 

local congregation that is part of the larger Church.2 Interestingly enough, the use of the term for a 
building where Christians meet is not found in the New Testament. It always refers to people.3 The 
Greek word our English Bibles usually translate “church” is “ekklesia,” from which we get the word 

ecclesiastical and its relations, and which means “assembly” or “group of people.” 

 The Creed’s use of the word “catholic” might cause Protestants to scratch their heads in 

confusion or throw their hands up in protest, but do not worry. Protestants are actually catholics, too. 
“Catholic” means universal. So, when one calls the Church “catholic”, one is merely agreeing with the 
way the Bible describes the Church. Roman Catholics4 make a secondary claim on top of this: anyone 

outside Roman Catholicism is either not part of the Church at all or they are not fully part of it. 
Protestantism and other ancient traditions that do not acknowledge the primacy of Rome are not 

catholics in that sense, though they are in the original. 
 Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church.5 Fundamentally, it does not matter what others call you 
or even what you call yourself. If you have taken the Lord at His word, you are part of the Church. For 

the purpose of determining whether or not you are part of the Church (universal), it matters not what 
church (building) or denomination you participate in. Some denominations and some congregations, it 

is true, do not hold to the Head through obedience to His Word (the Bible) and His Spirit as closely as 
others, and that is a problem. It is a problem that Jesus is actively working to correct,6 and over which 
every one of His disciples should grieve. At the same time, however, God does not show favoritism; 

anyone who calls on Him will be saved.7 

 When He has saved you, is currently saving you, and has promised He will save you, you 

become a member of His body—a favorite metaphor and term for the Church.8 You are called, or 
chosen, along with every other member, to be what God wants you to be.9 We have a mission and we 
have a Master. We share, or, as the Creed says, “commune,” over an unbreakable and profound spiritual 

bond. We have a common destiny, as we will learn shortly. We are part of God’s family and are, 
therefore, brothers and sisters.10

 

 The health of this family is paramount to God’s plan to reveal Himself to the world. We 
represent our Lord when we, together, live in a godly way. Jesus desires both our holiness and our 

                                                 

1 Ephesians 1:22; 3:10, 21; 5:22-33; 1 Timothy 3:15. 

2 1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:1; Revelation 1:4. 
3 This doesn’t mean that using the term for a building is wrong; it just means that we shouldn’t read back modern 

definitions into the Bible. 

4 As you can see, the adjective “Roman” is pretty important, then, when referring to Roman Catholics, even though most 
of us like to shorten their name to just “Catholics”. 

5 Colossians 1:18. 

6 Revelation 1-3. 
7 Deuteronomy 10:17; Acts 10:34-36; Romans 2:11; 10:13. 
8 Romans 12:4+5; 1 Corinthians 12:12+27. 

9 John 15:16; Ephesians 1:4. 
10 Ephesians 2:18+19; 1 John 3:1. 



unity.11 Whenever any part of His body is out of whack, He is sad, and, as members of that body, we 
should be too.12

 

 We live in a very individualistic age and culture. God invites us into a rich community that 

stretches back thousands of years and around the globe. If you are a part of it, are you participating in 
it? 

                                                 

11 John 17:13-23. 
12 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. 


