
The Holy Spirit 

(Week 8) 
“I believe in the Holy Spirit” 

 
 Though Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father Almighty, and is poised to return to 

earth to enact justice, He can also be said to be “with us” still, through the Holy Spirit.1 In the warm, 
intimate setting of the upper room, where the Lord ate the last supper with His disciples, He prepared 
them for all that was about to take place: including the fact that He was “going to the Father” and 

would be hid from their eyes. However, in the same breath as the “I am going away” is an “I am 
coming to you.”2 Jesus makes clear that He is referring to the Third Person of the Trinity.3

 

 As any of us would, were we in their shoes, the eleven disciples became very sad at all this talk 
of Jesus going away. Christ responds to their sorrow in the most astonishing way: by telling them it is 
for their benefit that He is going away. The Holy Spirit’s arrival among them was worth the pain, 

confusion, and separation, of the crucifixion and the ascension.4 If Jesus rated the Holy Spirit so highly, 
we should too, and pay the utmost attention to Him. 

 After His resurrection, the Lord commanded His followers to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy 
Spirit to show up.5 Sure enough, when the Jewish feast of Pentecost arrived, so did the promised 
Spirit.6 Pentecost was a seismic progression in the way God related to His people. Whereas in the Old 

Testament, He had set up first a tent and then a building where His presence could be manifest in a 
special way, in Acts 2, He moves on from a single, geographic spot, to the bodies of His children, soon 

to be scattered throughout the world. Paul takes this idea up and applies it both individually and 
corporately.7 The Holy Spirit indwells—the favorite old-timey word of theologians—all those who 
belong to Christ.8 Those who have flung themselves on the mercy of the Father through His Son are the 

Temple of God and inheritors of all the responsibility and honor that fact entails. 
 This new Temple is not temporary like the old ones. God has promised He will not leave His 

new abode as He left the previous. In fact, the Holy Spirit is called the “down payment” of everything 
else God has coming our way.9 He is committed; He has put “His money where His mouth is.” If we 
have received God’s Spirit, we can be certain we will receive whatever else is part of the deal. 

 Human beings have the greatest honor among created beings, and Christians have the greatest 
honor among their fellow people. Mankind was made in the image of God, and Christ’s followers are 

His Temple. However, to paraphrase the late Stan Lee: “With great honor, comes great responsibility.” 
People, and in a much more stringent sense, Christians, have a responsibility to represent what God is 
like accurately. This has always been God’s plan.10

 

 The great news is that the Holy Spirit not only brings with Him a strict responsibility, but also 
the power to fulfill it. Indeed, Paul states emphatically that if we are following the Spirit’s leading, we 

cannot, at the same time be sinning. It is impossible, because the two are diametrically opposed.11 The 
question, then, for us who are the Temple of God is, are we following His Spirit’s leading, or are we 
grieving Him by our disobedience? 
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