
Crucified. 

(Week 4) 
“...suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;” 

 
 If you were to visit a cemetery today, you would see headstones marking the resting places of 

numerous people from all walks of life. You would be impressed with a serious fact: mortality. Last 
week we learned that the Son of God humbled Himself by coming to earth as a man. This week we 
learn that as part of the Incarnation, Jesus partook of a specific, excruciating suffering that ended with 

that most common and grievous of human realities: death. Just like the bones that rest under the sod of 
cemeteries, Christ’s body was laid under the earth. The Author of Life died. 

 Unlike many belief systems in our world today, Christianity relies on historically verifiable 
facts. This is why the Apostles’ Creed mentions Pontius Pilate by name and the particular form of 
execution used on Jesus. Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor who ordered the Lord’s death and 

crucifixion was not just the method of execution used on Jesus but was common throughout the Roman 
world at the time. Christ was not born in the mists of a mythical past, where He can be neither proved 

nor denied. As Paul put it so wonderfully to Festus: “this was not done in a corner.”1 Jesus Christ 
invites scrutiny; He answered Thomas’ doubts with an invitation to test what He claimed.2 That 
invitation, in general terms, stands for those of us living two thousand years later. 

 For me, this aspect of Christianity, has a tremendous attractive power. Truth has a boldness 
which falsehood can never match. Jesus was fearless and free when He called the people of His day to 

“judge according to righteous judgment.”3 He was confident when He asserted to Pontius Pilate, the 
same Roman governor mentioned above, who supposedly had the power of life and death over the 
Lord: “Everyone who is of the truth, listens to my voice.”4 Any person, organization, nation, or 

religion, that does not welcome a close investigation of what they claim is not serving truth. Tucked 
away in this ancient creed, we see that Christianity does. 

 Though now few quibble with the fact that Jesus really died, closer to the time of the Apostles’ 
Creed, there were plenty who tried to do so. If Christ was really God, they argued, then He couldn’t 
also be really man, and He definitely couldn’t die! They came up with all sorts of interesting 

rationalizations of what happened: like, the divine part of the Lord fused with the human part for most 
of His life, but then left the human part on the Cross, just before He expired, or He only appeared to die 

to those looking on, but was actually taken up into heaven. However, the New Testament, and the 
Apostles’ Creed along with it, is adamant: the Son of God suffered, was killed by being nailed to a 
cross, and as an act of apparent finality, was buried in an actual tomb. 

 Now, “this is how we have come to know love: He laid down His life for us.”5 God, in the 
person of Jesus, has identified Himself with us to the uttermost. The illusion that God is uncaring and 

remote from human suffering is forever put to rest by the cross of Christ. This is why Christians wear 
an ancient symbol of torture around their necks, decorate their walls with it, and affix it atop their 
churches. “God is love”6 and we know this because of what He did at a certain point in history. Why 

don’t you check it out for yourself? He wants you to know. 
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