
Forgiveness 

(Week 10) 
“the forgiveness of sins” 

 
 All this stuff we have been talking about sure is awesome, you might be saying, but how does 

one actually become a Christian? How do people join the community of God’s people, the Church? 
How do we become partakers in the victory of Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the love of the 
Father? Maybe you wanted these questions answered earlier in the series, and I would not blame you. I 

have alluded to the answers throughout, but I am only going to answer them in detail now, following 
the order the Creed has laid out. 

 The Christian life, if that’s a term we can use, begins when our sins are forgiven. This, of 
course, is only one aspect of everything that happens in that moment. We have already talked about the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the adoption as God’s children. However, for those things to happen 

to us, we must be forgiven by the One we have wronged, the One who wants to give them to us.1
 

 To sin is to “miss the mark”, and the mark is the righteous character of God. We have all missed 

it.2 We like to think of ourselves as “good”, but we know we are not that good. The God of Truth will 
not pooh-pooh our lies. The God of Diligence will not ignore our laziness. The God of Kindness will 
not overlook our cruelty. The God of Justice will not turn a blind eye to our injustice.3 These things, our 

sins, must be dealt with before we can have anything like a friendly relationship with God. 
 This is the great problem of every individual life and the great problem of human history. We 

are estranged from our Maker.4 Our actions are often set against everything He stands for, and a host of 
evil consequences results. 
 God did not bother waiting for us to find a way back to Him, because we never could. He took 

it upon Himself to open the way back to us. He knew how He was going to accomplish it, so He began 
leaving clues and promises in preparation for the climax. God instituted animal sacrifice in the Old 

Testament, which seems barbaric and weird to us. It’s not like He enjoyed it either, but that wasn’t the 
point. It was pointing to something and Someone to come. When Jesus came on the scene, the answer 
to so many of God’s promises, John the Baptist pointed to Him and said: “Here is the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world!”5
 

 At His crucifixion, the Lamb of God was sacrificed for all sins that have or that will ever be 

committed. The only competent Judge in this matter, who is also the One aggrieved, has ruled the price 
sufficient. His perfect justice is satisfied in the sufferings of His beloved Son.6 There is no higher price 
in the universe than the one God paid to forgive you. 

 Yet, with all this, God will not force anyone to accept Him. Forgiveness is here for the taking, as 
close as God Himself. The promise, for any who take Him up on it, stands. When one believes Him, 

one’s sins are forgiven.7 

 There are, at most, two kinds of people reading this: people whom God has forgiven, and people 
whom God has not forgiven. Both need to consider the heinousness of sin and the incredible love of 

God on display in the sacrifice of Jesus. His precious blood, wrung out of Him in the stress of 
Gethsemane and spilled out of His wounds on Golgotha, is a testimony to just how much God hates sin 

and how much He loves you and me. Ask yourself today: am I despising the kindness of God by not 
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trusting Him for my forgiveness or am I contemptuous of His mercy by sinning after I have been 
forgiven?8 For both, the Father stands ready to forgive based on the price the Son paid. 

                                                 

8 Romans 2:4 & 6:1+2. 


