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1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

The truth is that we like things that are predictable. We like to know what is going to happen next. This makes 
life easier. We like the unremarkable, controllable, undeniable and predictable.  
 
Winston Churchill wrote in his War Memoirs, “United wishes and good will cannot overcome brute facts, Truth 
is incontrovertible. Panic may resent it. Ignorance may deride it. Malice may distort it. But there it is.” 
 
When it comes to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, there is one thing that is predictable. It is God’s will 
that is done. He guides us through the Holy Spirit that the Truth would be known. Paul speaks of this in 1 
Corinthians 12: 3b, “No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. That is the litmus test to 
determine whether someone speaks on their own behalf or by through the Holy Spirit. All the glory goes to 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and so we confess “Jesus Christ is Lord!”  
 
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are used to further the Kingdom of God and never ourselves. When “We” become 
the focus, with a capital “W,” we lose focus of what is True. When it is about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, we 
see that His will is done. So, we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven…then we pray for our needs ending with, “For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen” Jesus taught the disciples to pray in this way so that would realize that it isn’t our 
kingdom, our will but God’s will that must be advanced. It is through His power that it is accomplished, to His 
glory, (not for just now), but forever and ever. Our Heavenly Father guides us with rod and staff in hand 
utilizing a variety of gifts, activities, and manifestations through His Holy Spirit that His will would be done on 
earth now and in heaven to His glory. 
 
Almighty God, thank you for giving us the Holy Spirit that we might be Your instruments to encourage 

others to trust and believe that “Jesus Christ Is Lord” to Your glory. So, we pray the prayer Jesus taught His 

disciples to pray, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 


