
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday June 30 

Isaiah 55:6-9 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
I have to admit, I didn’t understand why I had to keep all the rules that my parents had for me until many 
years later when I finally had a child. Now I understand. Sometimes when we are getting Magnus to bed, he’s 
tired, but fighting it, Kari and I will say, “Why don’t we stay up all night. Magnus responds in a groggy tone, 
“No, I want to go to bed.” “Why?” Kari and I will say, “Don’t you want to stay up all night?” “No,” Magnus will 
say, “I want to sleep.” Then we reply with a smile, “Okay.” 
 
Israel sinned against God. Their King who served other gods and has been killed. Jerusalem is in ruins, 
everything is lost, they are in exile in Babylon. The temple in Jerusalem has been ransacked and all of the 
instruments in worship have been taken to Babylon and locked away. All is lost, yet Isaiah calls the people of 
Israel back to God. He calls them to see that all is lost without God. They cannot repair what they have broken, 
but they can yield to God’s call to repent. Isaiah calls Israel to a repentance of the heart as they experience the 
separation from God’s favor and His judgement for their sins. He writes, “Seek the Lord while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7) God has called them back to Himself, who is to question. “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. (Isaiah 55:8) If there is ever a time to trust in God, 
it’s when He graciously calls you back and to yield to His will in our lives. It’s there that we find peace.  
 
Even today Jesus calls us back to Him. He calls us to stop our self-centered behavior and to find peace in what 
Christ has done for us. It thought faith in Jesus Christ that we are saved. It is there that we find a peace that 
passes all understanding. It’s in “Him (God) that we live and move and have our being,” (Acts 17:28) we find 
rest for today and strength for tomorrow. 
 
Almighty God, Your thoughts are not our thoughts and Your ways are not our ways, but teach us to follow. 
Teach us to trust in Jesus Christ with our heart, soul, mind and strength and to find the peace that we search 
for in Him. Amen 
 


