
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, August 11 

21Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one object for special 

use and another for ordinary use? 22What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make 

known his power, has endured with much patience the objects of wrath that are made for 

destruction; 23and what if he has done so in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

the objects of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24including us whom he 

has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?     

  (Romans 9:21-24) 

  

God isn’t “fair.” He doesn’t give people what they deserve. If we return to the first chapters of 
the book of Romans, we see this clearly. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a). In God’s grace, we don’t get 
what we deserve. Instead, God has gotten into the habit of giving. “The free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23b). In Paul’s letter he is reasoning through 
how God’s favor has shifted away from the Israelites and onto the rest of the world (everyone 
who is not Jewish). Paul is saying God is doing what he has always done. And he is quoting Old 
Testament Scripture to make his argument. God is the one who chooses to have mercy. If it’s 
truly a gift, then we don’t have control over the matter. We didn’t do anything worthy of God’s 
loving care for us and we can’t do anything to get rid of it. There’s no gift receipt. But, in 
reasoning through it all, Paul says this, “Brothers and Sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for them is that they may be saved” (Romans 10:1). This was Paul’s prayer for his people 
who had rejected Jesus Christ. This can be our prayer for anyone close to us that doesn’t trust 
Jesus for all that they need in this life and the next. 

Allow two minutes for yourself to pray in response to what you have been learning from God in 
the Scripture. Remember: 

God doesn’t desire to make a habit out of cursing people. 

God has to do the saving, no one can muster up grace on their own. 

God loves to bless people with words of hope and promises for life. 

  

Feel free to close your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we cannot fully 
understand your saving work in the world. We pray for those who you have placed on our 
heart. We love them and wish that they would have a relationship with you. We know that you 
are Love. So, thank you for giving us a heart like yours that loves people who are far off so that 
they might be brought close. Please God, bring them close so that we might glorify you 
together and worship you for your grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 


