
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, September 24 

Study 

Matthew 21:32 

32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him. 

Jesus has entered Jerusalem, welcomed by “Hosanna!” and palm branches. This is the final 
week of Jesus’ life before his crucifixion. The Pharisees are out for blood and they challenge 
Jesus relentlessly in this last week with questions and accusations. So, Jesus, challenges the 
Pharisees to turn from their wicked ways and believe that he is the Messiah, the Son of God. 
There is no other way. Tax collectors and prostitutes got the picture. They have turned from 
their way of life, the way they made a living, in order to follow Jesus. Jesus calls out the 
religious professionals of the day to the same kind of turning. Business people (“tax collectors”), 
criminals (“prostitutes”), spiritual guides and pastors (“pharisees”) are all in need of the 
salvation that Jesus is proclaiming. Jesus highlights the hard hearts that the Pharisees have 
against God and his promised savior. He says “whether you’ve got a righteous, holy, well-
respected person like John the Baptist telling the truth about me or whether you’ve got sinful, 
unclean outcasts being transformed by my ministry, either way, you still don’t see and believe 
in what God is doing!” They have rejected Jesus. And it’s not for a lack of having a wide variety 
of witnesses. The problem doesn’t have to do with others. It has to do with them. Their very 
hearts have rejected Jesus. They are in need of the humility of the psalmist. They are in need of 
a new heart and a new spirit as we read from Ezekiel. 

 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, help us to see Jesus for who he is and believe in him. We are willing 
to follow you. We are willing to learn from you. We know that we are in need of a new heart 
and your Holy Spirit to restore life in us every day. Remain faithful Lord, we pray, so that you 
might make us full of faith, In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 


