
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
Thursday, November 26 

Study 

Mark 13:31 

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

The church year ended with Christ the King Sunday just last week. But now, a new year begins. 
Last year we spent our time in the gospel of Matthew. This year we will be spending time in the 
gospel of Mark and the gospel of John. We use a three-year lectionary and we are currently in 
year 2 of that cycle. So, we begin the new church year in the gospel of Mark as Jesus is 
discussing the end of the age with his disciples. Jesus has been teaching his disciples about signs 
that will come to signal the end of the age. There will be false christs and false prophets. There 
will be wars and rumors of wars. There will be devastating natural disasters. There will be 
division between nations and within families and Christians will be persecuted. A lot of what 
Jesus says sounds like what we find on the news! Well, ever since Jesus died and rose again, he 
ushered in the end of the age. He will come again, but now we live in the midst of this hurting 
world that is awaiting the return of its savior. Where can we place our hope when it feels like 
everything else is crashing down around us? Jesus tells us. “Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.” Here we find our solid ground. Jesus isn’t just saying that his 
words will have a big impact on society or that you are going to find his teaching on the New 
York bestseller list for the rest of time. He’s making a much bigger claim. Consider God’s word 
in Isaiah, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever,” 
(Isaiah 40:8). Jesus is claiming that his word is on par with the word of God. We have faith in 
him that he is the Son of God. We know that what Jesus is saying is certainly true. We can see 
the power of this word from Christ in his death and resurrection. Jesus said himself that he 
must, “be killed, and after three days rise again,” (Mark 8:31). And what happened? Jesus was 
crucified, died, and was buried. On the third day, he rose again according to the Scriptures. The 
word of God had power to raise Jesus Christ from the dead. Everything around us might be 
uncertain, but we can always trust in God’s word for it is trustworthy and true. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, teach us more and more to trust in your word. Help us to 
remember the things that you teach us to comfort our souls and to offer help to our neighbor. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 


