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Acts 2:12-21 

12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and 

said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 

for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 

In this reading, we come back to the scene of Pentecost where the Holy Spirit has descended on the disciples 

of Jesus Christ. Not everyone there was affected by the Holy Spirit—not everyone there was baptized in the 

Holy Spirit. There were people who were standing on the outside looking in that thought the miraculous scene 

taking place was weird. They put two and two together and came to the conclusion that the party got started 

EARLY and everyone was already two sheets to the wind. But this gives Peter the opportunity to set the record 

straight and tell people what is really going on. He says that God’s actually finishing up work he promised back 

in the Old Testament through the prophet Joel and king David. Peter understands that God’s work through the 

Holy Spirit marks these days in history as “the last days.” When my brother and I were growing up we always 

loved to see how the gifts under the Christmas tree would grow the closer and closer we got to December 

25th. We would actually begin to organize the gifts based on whose name was written on the package. We 

knew that the more gifts we saw, that it was the last days we would spend looking at those gifts wrapped in 

wrapping paper. With the coming of the Holy Spirit Peter recognizes these are the last days…we are getting 

close to the point where everything will be unwrapped and everything God’s been up to will be revealed. 

That’s why it’s so important to call on the name of the Lord. Everyone who does will be saved. And we know 

we are in the last days, so there is no sense in putting it off. 



Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you have revealed so much of your plan to us in these last days. Thank 

you for the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ. We call out and put our trust in the name of the Lord. Give us 

words to say when our Christian life looks silly to outsiders that they might also put their trust in you. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 


