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Matthew 11:16-19 

16 “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 

and calling to one another, 

17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

    we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

A college-football coach was faced with the possibility that his star player might be declared 
academically ineligible, so he pleaded with the math professor not to flunk the kid. "Tell you 
what, coach," said the professor, "I'll ask him a question in your presence. If he gets it right, I'll 
pass him." The athlete was called in, and the prof asked, "What's two and two?" "Four," replied 
the player. Frantically the coach cried, "Give him another chance! Give him another chance!" 
(Sports Illustrated) 

A college-football coach wanted to get his star player to pass, but in the end the coach didn’t 
get it. He couldn’t do the math himself. Jesus asks the crowds why are you so fickle? You’re like 
moody children who don’t want to dance at a wedding dance and won’t mourn at a funeral. 
John the baptizer came proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
(Matthew 3:2) Jesus came proclaiming the coming of the “kingdom of heaven” with wisdom in 
parables, but the people couldn’t understand. (Matthew 13:13-16, 24, 33-35) He came that 
they might know how precious the kingdom of heaven is and that nothing compares on earth to 
its blessings. It’s like a treasure hidden in a field, a fine pearl, fish caught from the sea. 
(Matthew 13:44, 45, 47) Nothing in this world compares to the incredible splendor of the 
kingdom of heaven. Yet they didn’t understand. 

Today, take a moment out of your busy day and list the things your thankful for in your live. If 
you don’t feel as if you have been blessed, then thank God for life itself and providing for you 
today. He has so many blessings to give you, faith itself in Christ is the most important, then He 
opens our eyes to what we’ve already been given. 

Lord Jesus, teach me to see all the blessings You’ve given me. You provide for all of my needs 
and have a purpose to reach others with the hope only Your forgiveness provides. Help me 
not to focus on what I think I lack, but to see the riches of Your forgiveness and promises 
instead. Let it be so. Amen 

 


