
 

 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

We had a lot going on this summer and we hope that you were able to join in our small groups, kids programs, fami 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Journey 
 

A newsletter for members and friends of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  

 

 

 

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 

are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. Ephesians 2:21-22 

It has been one year since we have broken ground at our new location on Jeffers Road. What was once a 

wooden lot has become the land on which our new church building sits. Much has changed over this past 

year. We can see first hand God’s work and presence in the lives of those in the construction process of our 

new church building, through the progress pictures.  

This is just one marvelous year in our nearly 10 year existence as a church. We ask God to continue to bless 

the progress of the new church building, the members of our congregation, and the people of our 

community; all of whom have helped make “our journey” possible.  

 
 

One Year of Our Journey 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly explaining the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

It’s easy to go throughout you day missing what’s really important. Our life in Christ, is so much more than 
about getting from point A to B. Sometimes God works directly through our lives and at other times Christ works 
alongside of what we’re doing. Sometimes it’s in the littlest thing that God works. We can never underestimate 
our impact on others’ lives.  

The average human "looks without seeing, listens without hearing, touches without feeling, eats without 
tasting, inhales without awareness of odor or fragrance, and talks without thinking." (Leonardo da Vinci) 

Do we miss what God is doing because we are too wrapped up in all the things around us? Do we underestimate 
what Christ is doing in the midst of us, around us and through us? Paul writes to Timothy to encourage him in 
the faith, because Paul is in prison and cannot come and see him. He helps them to see that God is still working 
in their lives, through those around them. He works in the positive things and the negative things in their lives. 
The Holy Spirit is always there to encourage them in Christ. 

In the 21st Century we still get wrapped up in what we want, instead of trusting in God’s plan for what we need. 
God timing is always perfect, revealing his plan at just the right moment that we might trust in Him above all 
else. 

Paul longs to be there with Timothy and the church to encourage them in Christ, but is unable to be there with 
them because he is in prison. He reminds them “Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit living in us.” (2 Timothy 2:13-14) Paul reminds them to prioritize the influences in their lives. 
That they may keep their eyes on Christ and not be “ashamed.” He knows this firsthand.  

Paul writes, “I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 
to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. (2 Timothy1:12b) So, don’t get caught and “wrangle over 
words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening.” (2 Timothy 2:14) Hold to the truth of 
Christ’s Word. There are those (Hymenaeus and Philetus) who have strayed from the truth, teaching that the 
resurrection has already happened and now that they are forgiven and immortal in their human form, so they 
could sin with no need for forgiveness. (2 Timothy 2:1-18) They were teaching a form of Gnosticism, which was 
leading people astray. Paul calls them back to trust in the Lord. 

We study so that we might be prepared when we are challenged in the faith, but being prepared isn’t about 
filling up ourselves with knowledge, rather it’s about letting the Holy Spirit ignite a desire for God’s Word. When 
that happens, it affects those around us. Christ is always faithful. 

Think of the things that worried you last month and how God has been faithful. God has a plan. “I know that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 
this, so that all should stand in awe before him.” (Ecclesiastes 3:14) When we look back, it’s easier to see what 
God is doing and we are moved to stand in awe of Him. 

May Jesus Christ encourage you as you grow in the knowledge of Him. 

In Jesus Christ our Lord,  

Pastor David Irgens 
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Here’s what one father recalled when his son was kicked out of college:  

“No parent worked harder to do it right: prayers every night; stories with a Christian point before they went to sleep; 
Saturdays given over to swim meets; afternoons to basketball games and karate lessons; annual father-son birthday meals 
(at the restaurant of his choice)…”  

And the list went on. This Dad really did his best to raise his children with love and support, a good Christian foundation, 
and every opportunity they could fit into a weekly schedule so that his kids could flourish. Even with doing “all the right 
things,” his son had a rebellious streak in him. No matter what Dad did, his son responded with rebellion.  

 Through the years of raising his son up to that point, Larry recalled how his anger (sometimes expressed in 
outburst, sometimes expressed in silence) worked to alienate his son and wound his wife. He was surprised by the 
emotional response of his heart to the terrible news that his son had been expelled from college. He wasn’t angry. He had 
peace. This time wasn’t from all the times before. And he knew God was up to something.  

 On the final stretch of mom and dad’s drive to pick up their son from college, Larry began to pray. He confessed 
that he’d done everything he could to reach his son, but nothing had worked. He told God that he wasn’t looking for 
instructions. He needed a miracle. That God would have to work through his own life to reach his son.  

 When he finally got a chance to greet his son, he recalls a miraculous experience. He wasn’t angry. The frustration 
that defined all their earlier conflicts was gone. He didn’t know where it came from, but he spoke these words when he 
met his son face to face, “How can I help?” These were the words God gave Larry to begin to reach his son. In turn, his son 
would eventually find a restored relationship with God. 

 Grace and love were expressed loud and clear in this critical moment that became a turning point for this family. 
As we think about what it means to be friends with others, we first need to realize that love is the key to deep, supportive 
relationships. Love is the unwavering disposition to actively support another with their best interest in mind. It’s 
unwavering because it doesn’t depend on the other person’s behavior. And it’s entirely unselfish, not seeking to get 
anything out of another person.  

 This is what friendship and fellowship is built on…and we didn’t come up with it on our own. John tells us that “we 
love because he first loved us,” (1 John 4:19). The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have an unwavering disposition to actively 
support us with our best interest in mind. In other words, God loves us! And because he loves us, we can extend this kind 
of loving friendship to those around us. Who comes to mind when you think about those people that you love? Take a 
moment to remember them. Who comes to mind when you think about those people that have loved you? Take a 
moment to remember them and pray a prayer thanking God for the people you have in your life. 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

 
Pastor Dan 
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Planning Meeting October 12th @ 6:00pm 

                      in the Teen Room 
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October 29th  

4:00pm – 6:00pm 
Eastridge Center Parking Lot 

 

Congregation members are welcome to donate 

candy to be handed out at the event. Candy can be 

dropped off beginning October 9th in the hallway 

leading to the sanctuary or in the office. 

 

Want to decorate a trunk and hand out candy? 

Signup sheets are in the hall and office.    

 

*Do you have silicone molds that the 

Family Group could borrow to make 

crayons on October 16th? 

We’re looking to borrow molds similar 

to the picture below- 1” to 2” shape 

sizes. Please see Melissa if you have 

any we can borrow or for questions. 

  

We have something for all youth! 

Join us each week! 

 

       
    Sundays 9:20am                         Next class: October 26th at 6:00pm 

   
Wednesdays at 5:30pm       For Middle School & High School 

 

Save the Date: 

November 24th 

Annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SGLC Annual Bazaar 

November 5, 2022, 9am to 2 pm 

Mark November 5, 2022 on your calendars, as the date of our annual bazaar!  You won't want to miss 

out on getting some of our famous lefse, the men's delicious caramel rolls, the many mouth-watering 

bakery items, some lovely collectible "Old Treasures", and our amazing array of booths featuring all 

handmade items from our tremendously talented members of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  We will 

be open from 9 am – 2 pm, so cone on down!  Be sure to get there early and enjoy this last Bazaar at 

this location.  Bring your friends!  We look forward to seeing you there!  

Scrip Cards 
Saving Grace has several 

different Scrip cards 

available for you to purchase 

for gifts or to conveniently 

shop for yourself and benefit 

Saving Grace at the same 

time.  You pay the cost of the 

increment of the card you 

want and Saving Grace 

receives a rebate of a 

percentage off the cost of 

the card value. 

To purchase stop in at the 

office, Mon-Thur, 8:30 am to 

4:30 pm, or before or after 

Worship Services. 

For example we have Walmart, 

Kohl’s, Menard’s, Farm & Fleet, 

Altoona Family Restaurant, 

Olive Garden, Kwik Trip, 

Holiday, Walgreen’s, and many, 

many others in various 

increments.  

If we don’t have the card you 

want, we can usually order it 

online for you. They make 

excellent gifts for anyone 

and everyone!!  

KAREN JOHNSON BENEFIT DINNER 
OCTOBER 8, 2022, 5PM – 7PM 

$12 PER PERSON, 
AGE 10 & UNDER Free 

Enjoy a delicious Ham Dinner with 
all the fixings and Dessert 

 
Karen lost her house and vehicle in a devastating fire. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meet Thursdays at 6 pm 

Contact Pastor Dan to join the group 
and/or to be a co-leader.  

 

 

Our last 2022 Beacon House 

volunteer opportunity is:  

October 16-22 
 

Questions or to sign up call:  

Glenna Jones 936-870-8552 

 

A sign-up sheet will also be available in 

the Narthex. 
 

 

Session 1 

Sundays,  

Oct 9 & Oct 16 

Starting at 9:30 am 
 

 

Session 2 

Monday, Oct 17  

5:30 pm 

 

 

 
Member Status/Information Update 

Sunday, October 16, 2022 
 

Over the summer, we began to work with a new church software 

program and have noticed some errors. This October and 

November, we will be updating member information. 

Stop by the table in the hallway to update your information- we 

can help you via the website. Paper forms will be available as 

well.   

If you’d like a link to update the information from your home 

computer, please email Kathy at office@saving-gracechurch.com 

for the link.  

 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com
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Capital Campaign balance as of  
August 31, 2022: $75,559 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $2,156,488) 
Mortgage Loan: $1,191,600 
 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
August 31st: 

Donations: $294,187 

Expenses:   $317,414 

Deficit: ($23,226) 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Bryan McCormick, Bobbi 
McCormick’s son:  Doug & Jill Klawiter, George & 
Sandy Nelson 

In Honor of Donna Switzer & Richard Kokemoor’s 
wedding:  George & Sandy Nelson 

 

Sunday School 

In memory of Godson, Brent Monson: Dolly Papke 

 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Bryan McCormick, Bobbi 
McCormick’s son:  Renae & Pete Hestekin, Barb & 
Doug Hillestad, Brenda Marlowe.  

In Memory of Ralph & Delores Zimmerman and 
Michael Seidling: Mary Seidling 
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Gifts, continued… 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Bryan McCormick, Bobbi 
McCormick’s son:  Kevin & Nancy Balash, Stan & 
Jean Brettingen 

In Memory of Tony Brown:  Ruth & Allan Hofland 

In Memory of Marilyn Pagel: Mary Seidling 

In Memory of Friend, Diane Preston:  Stan & Jean 
Brettingen 

In Memory of Lori Ringlein: Ralph Ringlein 

In Memory of Gladys Irene Schroeder:  Anonymous 
Donors  

In Memory of Husband, Roger Casper:  Ruth Casper 

In Memory of Jean Olson:  Rick, Diane, & Rocelle 
Olson 

In Memory of Joseph Mark Partlow:  Ronald & 
Susan Ottum 

In Honor of Donna Switzer & Richard Kokemoor’s 
wedding:  Kevin & Nancy Balash, Stan & Jean 
Brettingen, Margaret Crandall, Clarice Erickson, Bob 
& Bea Frazee, Arnie & Irene Johnson, Bev Nelson, 
Sharon Risberg 



Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

 
In September, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Luther House of Study (to sponsor 
one podcast episode), King’s Closet, Family (house fire), Sleep in Heavenly Peace (Wisconsin 
Chippewa Valley Chapter). 
 
Thank you notes were received from:  Trinity Equestrian Center, St Labre Indian School and 
Jennah Holo (Kahl). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Christians to preach and hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Grounded in Lutheran theology, we strengthen Lutheran leadership and ministries  

for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or 
email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your 
suggestions. 
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Kevin Balash:  President 

Michelle Otto: Vice President 
Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ruth Hofland, Wilson Lund, Mary Schneider, 
Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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Saturday:      5:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

