A newsletter for members & friends
of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.

October 2020
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all
as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Pastor Appreciation Day is on the second Sunday in October and reminds us to
recognize the work of our pastors. Pastor Appreciation Day began with the
establishment of Clergy Appreciation Month. In Timothy 1 (5:17), Paul began the
concept of clergy appreciation when he stated that the elders of the church are
worthy of double honor. He reiterated this idea in Thessalonians 1 (5: 12-13) when
he stated that those who work hard among you should be held in the highest regard for their work. This idea
became Clergy Appreciation Month in October 1992, and eventually, Pastor Appreciation Day would form out of
this month.
At Saving Grace, we are blessed to have two exceptional pastors helping to guide our faith. As an individual,
there are several ways to show your appreciation for Pastor David and Pastor Dan.
• Tell others – Tell them how much your church leader does for the congregation – and let your pastors
overhear you.
• Volunteer – churches offer more opportunities for volunteering than just about anywhere. Don’t wait to
be voluntold. ALL ages can contribute!
• Pray for your pastors – It should probably be in the first slot, but it seemed so obvious.
• Write a note – Thank your pastors for being an excellent leader, for their compassion or even something
specific.
• Ask – Find out where you can help. Some pastors don’t delegate enough or (see volunteer) so few people
volunteer, they’ve taken all the burdens upon themselves.
Celebrate your pastors! Recognize them for their leadership, compassion, stewardship, and faith, and be sure you
also personally thank them for all they do to help you and your family!

As long as the weather allows, Pastor David & Pastor Dan will be doing Front Porch
Visits to help us stay connected. This might mean sitting on your driveway, front
porch, or yard. We'll bring our own lawn chairs and cup of coffee. Let us know if
you'd like one of us to visit. We'd love to see you in person! Call Pastor David @
715- 225-9523 or email him at ibn1irgs@yahoo.com if you’d like a visit.
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“24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them.
25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me
to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So, Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Jesus

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”
(Matthew 14:24, 27-32)
It isn’t easy to navigate unchartered waters. There are always the questions about your course, unpredictable
currents, the winds and weather. If you’ve ever sailed an old sailboat, you know that you have to rely on the
trim of the sails for the speed of the boat. Sometimes you can make good speed with a good wind, and other
times you wait in the stillness of the day. In the same way that a sail moves a sailboat, the wing of an airplane
gives flight to an aircraft. The angle of the wing gives lift to the airplane, the engine provides the wind over
the wings. The same is true in our faith.
Who doesn’t like when your life is moving forward smoothly? When you feel you’re making progress, even if
there’s a little leeway. It’s more difficult to trust when everything isn’t going along as smooth as you’d like,
but that’s what Jesus calls us to in Matthew 14:24-32. Peter steps out of the boat and looks to Jesus to guide
him through unchartered waters. Only God could command the elements to bend at His will. Then “Peter
noticed the strong wind and became frightened, and began to sink. He cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” (Matthew 14:29-31) Jesus still calls us to trust in Him today. He is there to guide us as our Shepherd,
and when we notice the things around us and are frightened, Jesus is there to reach out and catch us.
Jesus calls us individually and as a congregation follow Christ. It doesn’t mean that everything will always go
smoothly, it means we trust in Christ who sustains us and guides us. He is there to take away our fears and
lift us up when we need it. He is our hope and salivation! Most importantly He has a plan for our lives. “11 For
I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) We are simply called to follow as we discover the plans, He
has for us.
It doesn’t end there, when they crossed over the water and reached the land of Gennesaret, it says that the
people recognized Him and sent word throughout the region that they might be healed. We will know the
place when we find it. It will be just right! There will be a peace that passes all understanding and we will
begin a new chapter in our history that Christ may be made known in the world. Sometimes we have to trim
our sails, other times we adjust the pitch our wings before we can really fly. “I know the plans I have for
you…” Jesus is always faithful!
Lord, teach us to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus as You lead and guide us. Amen
In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Pastor David Irgens
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From Pastor Dan

18 Then

the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as
his partner.” – Genesis 2:18
Some of you might remember what’s going on in this Scripture passage. God has created the heavens
and the earth and placed Adam in the midst of the garden of Eden. So far, God has just made one
human. Adam is all by himself…with God, of course. Throughout God creating the sky and the sea,
earth and the sun, plants and animals, and finally humans, our scripture tells us, “and God saw that it
was good,” (Genesis 1). Imagine being in that earthly paradise! You have all that you need in the
garden and a solid relationship with your creator God. What more could you need? Well, someone
could think that if they only read Genesis 1. But, if you read Genesis 2, creations report card of “good”
comes to a screeching halt. If you think I’m talking about the time when Adam and Eve ate from the
tree that God told them not to eat from, you’re too far in the story.
With the goodness of Genesis 1 fresh on our ears, “and God saw that it was good,” what is said in
Genesis 2 arrests our attention. “Then the Lord God said, “It is NOT good that the man should be
alone.” What!? Isn’t this paradise? Doesn’t Adam have everything he needs? Sin hasn’t messed up his
relationship with God. How could something be “NOT good” in the garden of Eden? Here’s how: God
created people to have relationships. God didn’t allow himself to fulfill Adam’s need for human
relationships. Instead, he created another person, a woman, to be with Adam.
What makes me think of all this? I was just on quarantine for two weeks. Sometimes we can get in the
mindset that if we were just off on our own, or if we had more time to focus on our individual
relationship with God, then we would be better off. When we think this, we forget that “it is not good
that the man should be alone.” This goes for women too! We aren’t meant to be alone. It’s not how
God created us. Marriage was the answer for Adam and Eve back in Genesis, but marriage isn’t for
every season in life. Some don’t remarry after the passing of a spouse. Some don’t remarry after
divorce. Some never get married in the first place. Yet, God still created us to have relationships,
friendships, and close family bonds. Living in quarantine for two weeks reminded me of how
important it is to stay in touch with others during this time.
God has created us for relationships. We are NOT better off alone. We need one another. I encourage
you to reach out to hear from someone you haven’t heard from in a while. Ask them what they have
been celebrating and what they have been grieving. You will be blessed to be a blessing.

Thanking Him for you,
Pastor Dan
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“Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director
Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, my soul. I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long
as I live. (Psalm 146:1-2)

We are so blessed with GREAT musicians at Saving Grace, and we are so grateful to these wonderful people
for their dedication and commitment. Throughout the next few months, we will be “spotlighting” our
awesome musicians who faithfully provide the weekly music which enriches our worship services.

SPECIAL MUSIC: A special thank you to the following people who provided special music in October: Sherry
and Mario Friedel (Sept. 6), Kayla Shoemaker (Sept. 13), Heidi and Beth Joosten (Sept. 20) and Sherry Friedel
(Sept.27), We sincerely appreciate their gift of music!! If you are interested in providing special music videos,
please contact me. music@saving-gracechurch.com

Our Musician Spotlight …
Kayla Shoemaker - Keyboardist

Kayla Shoemaker is a local professional pianist who earned her degree in
piano performance from the University of Wisconsin- Eau Claire. Kayla
is a private piano teacher, and faithfully serves as a pianist at Saving
Grace and Faith Lutheran Mission Church. Kayla is a coffee connoisseur,
enjoys baking, yoga, and tending to new houseplants!

Kiara Carlson - Worship Leader
Kiara Carlson- Contemporary Worship Leader/vocalist- since February
2019. “I am a Mother, singer, songwriter, painter, theater performance
artist, loves to bike, run, be outdoors, spend time being creative and
adventuring with her daughter, and to travel. Singing is my main joy and
getting to lead and be part of a worship team is a call that God put on my
heart a long time ago- so thank you for having me here to help facilitate
meeting the heart of God through worship and experiencing the joy that
comes in spending time with Him. It is a personal dream come true, and I
believe worship is a gift God has called us as His children to do! It lifts us
from our circumstances and gives us Heavenly perspective as we praise,
give Him the glory, allow Him to meet us where we are, reminding us that
nothing can separate us from His love! Keep praising!”
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We are off to a great start in Sunday School!
Sunday School is meeting online each Sunday from
9:30-10:25 for Preschool through 3rd graders and
from 10:30-11:25 for 4th through 6th graders. Each
week is filled with a Bible story, a variety of
activities, and music.

Confirmation started on Wednesday, September
23rd. We meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 via Zoom.
Each class session goes from 5pm-7pm. We start
the class with our lesson for the day, have a quick
break, and then gather together again online to
watch the Wednesday night service.

There are a few extra Sunday School kits available.
Do you have grandchildren, nieces, or nephews
that would love to join our Sunday School classes
online? Just email Melissa at
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com for a kit and the
link to the class. We welcome all children to our
Sunday School classes!

We have many exciting changes to the program
this year including 2 new curriculum books!
Due to Covid-19, we are moving Confirmation from
Reformation Sunday to Sunday, May 2nd. Watch for
more information closer to the date.

Kids @Home on the Church Website
Exciting changes are coming to the youth
sections of the church website in October! The
Kids @ Home is going to contain the links to the
virtual classrooms for the Sunday School classes,
as well as information for Confirmation students
and families. It’s a one-stop place for current
information about our youth programs. Also
check out the updates to the Confirmation page
of the Ministries section of the church website.

Don’t forget Family Devotions published on
Facebook and our website each Wednesday!
If you missed one, go to the homepage of our
website http://saving-gracechurch.com/ and check
out past devotions!

Did you know that we have a Facebook page just for our Saving Grace Families? If you would like an invite to
the page, please email Melissa @ savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. Access to the page is by invitation only to keep it
safe for our children and families.
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Halloween is just around the corner and it’s time to get ready for our annual Trunk or
Treat event!! This year will look a little different, but it will still be a whole bunch of fun!
Friday, October 30th
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
This year the event will be a drive-thru style event- so instead of having the children and families walk
through the parking lot, we will have them drive through the rows of decorated cars. This means that we
won’t be handing out treats individually. Instead, we are asking for donations of candy and treats to be
dropped off at church and goodie bags will be put together the week of the event. We will follow the
guidelines set forth by the CDC and Eau Claire County, to make sure that this is a safe event for all that
attend.
Also, new this year, in an effort to help members of our community we would like to give a meal bag to
each family that attends. The bag would contain a box of spaghetti, a jar of spaghetti sauce, and a can
of vegetables. The Missions Committee has generously donated money toward this initiative.

How can YOU help?
Donating Treats
If you are interested in donating candy (individual bags of chips, cookies, pretzels, crackers, or fruit
gummy snacks are also great options) to this event, please drop off your donation in the box marked
“Trunk or Treat” in the vestibule of church between October 1st through October 23rd. (The box will be
checked daily.)
Participating in the Trunk or Treat event
We would like between decorated 20 and 30 cars at the event. Please email Melissa at
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com before October 23rd to sign up to participate.
All cars will be spaced to ensure social distancing. We encourage participants to dress up, as you will be
waving to those that attend the event as they drive through the parking lot.
Volunteering
Volunteers are needed to put on this event! There are a variety of tasks that need to be done including
putting together goodie bags, securing items for the meal bag, putting together meal bags, setting up at
the event, directing traffic at the event, cleaning up after the event, and more. Please email Melissa at
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com as soon as possible to help with the preparation for this event.
Thank you!!
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Would you like to turn captions off while
viewing our livestream through Facebook?
•
•
•
PLEASE NOTE: We are asking
you to please wear a mask if you
are in the church building;
including the Sanctuary, Office
and Kitchen. Thank you for
helping to keep everyone safe!

•

Go to “Settings and Privacy” on Facebook
Click on “Settings”
Scroll Down to and click on “Videos” in the left side
banner
Turn off the option to “Always Show Captions”

Thrivent Choice
If you are a Thrivent customer, you can direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to Saving Grace Lutheran church. Talk to
your Thrivent representative about how this works. Thank
you to those who are already doing this!

Red Cross Blood Drive
The need for blood donations is constant. We had hoped to be able to
schedule a Blood Drive this fall but the timing simply doesn’t work for this
fall. Please consider donating blood at any other drive or the Red Cross Center on Hamilton Dr. If you have not
been able to donate during Covid, know the staff adheres to strict guidelines and you are safe. The Red Cross is
doing the Covid antibody testing as part of their screening and the results are available in just a few days.
As soon as we are open and can safely do so, I will schedule another drive at SGLC.
Thank you for considering giving this gift of life.
Patty Dundas

Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service
Sundays at 11:30 am
In order to provide a safe option for those who would like to gather, we plan to continue to
offer a social distanced Sunday Parking Lot Worship in the parking lot behind the church (across
Fairfax next to CCF Bank) in October. In consideration of others, please come prepared to wear
a mask if you have your car windows open or intend to walk around the lot. On Communion Sundays, bring your
own grape juice & bread.

Invite someone to your “virtual” or Parking Lot church this week! And don’t
forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts!
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Thank You for Your Gifts
Donations made to the church in memory of or in
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or
remembrance are always important and very much
appreciated.

2020 General Operating Congregational Giving
through September 23:
$299,091
General Operating Expenses through September 23:
$381,134

General Operating Fund
Account Balances:
General Operating Account: $37,856
Legacy/Reserve Account: $118,807
Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign:
$412,543
Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6964

In Memory of Donna Hoeppner: Adam & Judy
Cahow, Dolly Papke
In Memory of Stanley Aubert: Dolly Papke, John &
Carol Mieske
In Memory of Marlene Mizer (Duane Anderson’s
sister who passed away August 10): Duane & Helen
Anderson
Television Fund
In Memory of Jeanne Farmer: Ron Farmer
Capital Campaign
In Memory of Roger & Derick Albertson: Joan
Albertson

As of September 23, $591,415.19 has been
pledged to the Capital Campaign, of which
$249,175.02 has been given.
(An additional $188,242.74 non-pledge
dollars have been donated to the Capital
Campaign Account.)
Current Capital Campaign Balance:
$437,417.76

2020 Church Council
Kevin Balash, President
Stan Brettingen, Vice President
Patty Dundas, Secretary
Bill Cunningham, Treasurer
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,
Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright,
Michelle Otto

Scrip Sales
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by
contacting either Chet or Dale @
Chet’s cell: 715-864-3125 or cberkey@centurytel.net
Dale’s cell: 715-828-5542 or sfarley44@hotmail.com
Arrangements can be made with them to pick up in the
parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -10 am.

For contact information, please refer to
your Church Directory or contact the
Church Office via email.
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Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee

In September, in addition to our Monthly gifts to Ephrem and Starfish Kids we donated to:
The Eau Claire school district has been seeking donations to help their budget to supply students with electronics
and also for “hot spots” for access in outlying areas. Each hot spot costs approximately $42 - $45 a month and we
are giving a check to help provide some of the hot spot rental.
The Chippewa Valley Street Ministry has another large “wish list” of items needed for the homeless, especially
going into winter. We are giving them a Walmart scrip card to help purchase some of the needs.
Our Education Director, Melissa Corlett is planning a “drive-thru” Trunk or Treat for Halloween to be held on
Friday Oct. 30 and has requested funds to help with the purchase of items to be included in “meal bags” that will
be handed out. These will include 1 pkg. spaghetti or noodles, 1 jar sauce, 2 cans of vegetables and Halloween
candy. She is asking for donations from the congregation and we are setting aside funds as well. Melissa will get
back to us when she knows how much she will need for sure.

We will be sponsoring another week for Beacon House October 18 - 24. While volunteers are still not able to
spend the night or share meals with the guests, food is still needed for each day. We already have volunteers to
provide meals Sunday through Wednesday. Mission Committee members will be reaching out to perspective
meal providers individually to fill out the week. Please contribute if they call! Remember, we have money
available to help with the cost of the meal if needed.

This year’s Shoebox Project through Samaritan’s Purse will be Nov. 16 - 23 and Kay
has ordered the boxes. Boxes will be available for pick-up at the parking lot service in
October. More details will be provided in the near future.

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. Call or email one of
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions.
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor
David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential.
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Wednesday Worship Questions

During our 6:15 Wednesday evening
Worship Service, Pastor David & Pastor Dan
discuss and try to answer your questions.
Do you have scripture questions or spiritual
concepts you’ve always wondered about or
would like explained in more depth? Please
email your questions to office@savinggracechurch.com (or mail to the office).

Traditionally celebrated on October 31st – on the same
day as Halloween – Reformation Day is a Protestant
holiday that commemorates the Reformation movement
started by Martin Luther in the 16th century.
Reformation Day commemorates the day in 1517 when a
German monk named Martin Luther (1483-1546) strode up
to the church in Wittenberg and nailed his 95 'theses' (or
propositions) to the church door.
Luther chose to do this on October 31st as he knew the
church would be full on the next day for All Saints' Day.
Luther's intention when posting his theses was to highlight
the practice of indulgences in the Roman Catholic Church.
Indulgences were pardons from sin that could be bought,
meaning that those who were rich enough could buy
forgiveness for all manner of sins.
Luther had hoped that pinning his protestations would
spark wider debate and harden public opinion against the
practice. However, so many people agreed with his ideas
that they quickly spread across western Europe, helped by
the recent invention of the printing press, leading to the
religious revolt known as the Reformation.

Tune into our live-stream and see what you
can learn!

Mailing Lists
We are currently mailing large print
bulletins for our TV Worship service to
several of our homebound members. If
you, or someone you know should be added
to that list, please contact Julie at
office@saving-gracechurch.com , jot a note
in with your mailed donation, or call the
church. Note that this bulletin is slightly
different than our live-stream worship
bulletin.
Likewise, we are mailing out monthly
newsletters to that same list, plus some
members who aren’t internet connected. If
you or someone you know should be on
that list, please contact Julie as above.

The reformation led many Christians to break off from the
Roman Catholic Church and establish new, independent
churches of their own, such as the Lutheran Church.
The pivotal act would ultimately lead to the creation of the
numerous Protestant denominations, so-called as they
trace their theological lineage to this "protestation" of the
Catholic Church.

We want everyone to be connected and
informed!
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Do you have a prayer request?
Please email your request to office@savinggracechurch.com and indicate if it is a
confidential request, or you would like it
included on the prayer chain and in the
worship service.

As of 2010, around 37% of all Christians around the world
identify as Protestants, according to the Pew Research
Center.
Reformation Day was first celebrated in the Germanic
region in the seventeenth century and between 1949 and
1967, Reformation Day was a national holiday in East
Germany.
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Portrait of Fall
Shopping on Amazon? Support
Saving Grace by going to smile.amazon.com and register
for Saving Grace Lutheran Church. Same Amazon, same
prices, same Prime (if you have it), but a small percentage
of dollars you spend are donated directly to the church.

Looking out my window
In October's golden light,
I see a beauty unsurpassed,
A truly lovely sight.
Leaves are saying soft good-byes
As they come floating down
To make a nature's carpet
Of yellow, red, and brown.
Mountain tops, now turned to white,
Forewarn of winter chills,
While trees, like golden rivers,
Wind their way up through the hills.
Throughout our world's creation
You will ever find it thus,
Kaleidoscopes of color,
In God's hand, the artist's brush.
© Alora M. Knight

Articles for the November newsletter are due to Julie
Atkinson via email office@saving-gracechurch.com or
“snail mail” by October 19.

Daily Devotions
You will find devotions prepared by your Pastors and church staff each day on our website (savinggracechurch.com) and on our Facebook page. There will be a “food for thought” type of meditation for each
day. ALSO, we will have a family devotion on Wednesdays (all ages!) and a devotion digging deeper into our
hymn for the coming Sunday Worship on Fridays.

If you don’t happen to be tech savvy, reach out and ask someone what the devotional was about for that
day. If you are tech savvy, reach out to someone and tell them what the devotion was about!
Miss a week? You will find devotions from past weeks on our website.
Be sure to make this a regular part of your day!

Contact Information
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020
Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com
Associate Pastor Dan Doran: pastordansglc@gmail.com
Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com
www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC YouTube Channel – Saving Grace
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