
 

 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all 

as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

 

Annual community thanksgiving dinner 

Thursday, November 24 

11am to 3 pm 

It is that time of year again for our Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 

We will have both take-out and dine-in options. 

We’re serving Thanksgiving Dinner with all the fixings:  Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, 
Stuffing, Green Beans, Cranberries, Dinner Roll, and a Pumpkin Bar. 

 
Volunteers are needed.  If interested, please reach out to Allison or Ashley Otto at church, 

or email at the address given below: 
 

Congregation Members may order a take-out meal.  Please order by email no later than November 23rd. 
sglcthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com 

 
Include: 

• Name 

• Number of Meals 

• Pickup Time 
 

If you have any questions, please reach out by the email listed above. 
-The Otto Sisters 
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 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   (Matthew 28:16-20) 

  

“A young man was eager to grow in His Christian life. He got a piece of paper and made a list of all the things he would 
do for God. He wrote down the things he would give up, the places he would go to minister and the areas of ministry he 
would enter. He was excited. He took that list to the church and put it on the altar. 
 
He thought he would feel joy, but instead he felt empty. So he went home and started adding to his list. He wrote down 
more things he would do and wouldn’t do. He took the longer list and put it on the altar, but still he felt nothing. 
 
He went to a wise, old pastor, told him the situation and asked for help. The pastor said, “Take a blank sheet of paper. 
Sign your name at the bottom. Put that on the altar.” The young man did, and then peace came to his heart.”
 (The Pulling Down of Strongholds, R.B. Ouellette) 

 
It’s easy to make a list of thigs we have to do and check them off as we go through the week. We constantly do that 
throughout the months. I think it’s more difficult to take our week, before it’s all filled up and place it before God and submit our 
will to His will that we may “follow Him.” When Jesus called the disciples, he didn’t ask them to write down a list of things to 
accomplish, instead He simply said to them, “Follow me.” (Mark 1:16-20) This is how we learn to trust Christ and to follow His 
desire for our lives. When we begin with what He wants in our lives, instead of what we’d like to accomplish. 
 

The topic of the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) Annual Gathering and Convention was “Discipleship: 
Following Christ in A Complicated World.” This Conference was absolutely amazing! I believe it’s true that our lives in 
Christ are pulled together by one simple invitation. “Follow Me!” We will be looking at “Discipleship” over the next year and 
what that means for His people. We are all called to make disciples. Of course, we can’t “Make Disciples” by ourselves. It’s the 
Holy Spirit that gives us faith and support as we follow Christ. There are five basic components to Discipleship. 1) 
Relational – we have fellowship with one another and serve one another, 2) Instructional – we seek out opportunities to 
learn or be taught through preaching and scripture, 3) Spiritual- we pray for one another and gather for Worship, 4) 
Experiential- we walk with one another through struggles, pain, and difficulties in life. What is the cross that we bear in 
life and what is Christ teaching us? 5) Mobilization - Telling others about the hope we have in Christ and how He has 
come to free us from all that holds us in captivity. There are other areas of Discipleship, but these are the main areas we will 
be focusing on during the next year. Luther often talked about the relationship we have with Christ as organic, dynamic like a 
relationship with a husband and a wife. We continually discover more about the other and new facets of who they are. We 
already have Discipleship groups meeting, Confirmation, Women Crafters, Men’s Group, Family Group, and the Youth groups. 
We’ll look deeper into what it means to be His Disciple. 
 

When Jesus called his disciples he said, “Follow Me,” The rest they learned as they walked together and saw who Jesus is. 
We are moving into a New Church Home that we’ll be in a couple of weeks before Christmas if everything stays on schedule. 
Christ has led us through so much in the past 10 years and we have been blessed throughout the journey. Now we continue 
into a new aspect of ministry at Saving Grace Lutheran Church as we look to “the author and pioneer of our faith,” (Jesus) 
(Hebrews 12:2) Jesus calls us to “Follow Him.” 
 

In Jesus Christ our Lord,  
Pastor David Irgens 



 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes when I’m working in the office here at Saving Grace, the delightful things being prepared in the kitchen reach 

my nose. Often, I can overhear conversation, laughter, jokes being told, stories being shared. It transports me back to a 

time when I was child, playing in my room, and mom, dad, aunts and uncles were downstairs in the kitchen preparing food 

for Thanksgiving, Christmas, or New Year’s Day. The smell of ham, turkey, fried chicken, sweet potato casserole, and 

bacon-wrapped green beans filled the house. Many of us have good memories of gathering around the table with family 

to celebrate what God has done over the years and spend quality time with one another.  

I’m reminded of this when I smell the Lefse that’s being made or the meals that are so often prepared in our 

church’s kitchen. We’ve been given a delightful family here at Saving Grace Lutheran Church. A place where we find love, 

support, and comradery because of the love Christ has for us. We know that not everyone has this…A friend of mine was 

raised in an angry family. Mealtimes were either silent or sarcastically noisy. Down the street was an old-fashioned house 

with a big porch where a happy family lived. My friend told me that when he was about ten, he began excusing himself 

from his dinner table as soon as he could without being yelled at and walking to the old-fashioned house down the street. 

If he arrived during dinnertime, he would crawl under the porch and just sit there, listening to the sounds of laughter.” 

 -Larry Crabb, Connecting 

 Can you imagine if the Father were to step outside and see the little boy? How he would ask, “What are you doing 

out here?” And the boy might say, “You all sound so happy inside…” The Father would smile and say, “Are you hungry? 

There’s enough to go around.” Can you imagine what the boy might feel if he wasn’t just listening in on the family, but he 

got to be a part of the laughter and the conversation!  

Is there someone listening in on the fellowship we have here at Saving Grace Lutheran Church, but is just waiting for one 

of the family to ask them to come inside and take a seat? Maybe you know someone just like that who could use an 

invitation. For the rest of us who are already here, we need to remember our Father’s love for us and those who are 

already a part of the family.  

 Someone told me how their faith deepened a few years ago as they became a part of a small country church. He 

said, “I already knew God loved me, I just thought he must not like me very much.” In other words, we think God must 

have been obligated to save us, but he couldn’t really have thought we were worth saving…he couldn’t really be all that 

delighted with us because he’s seen us at our worst and we still fail to love him with all of our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength.  

 I’ve said in a sermon recently, we never graduate from God’s mercy. He knows exactly who he was getting when 

he saved us, “warts and all.” Even still, he delights in us. It’s true for you and it’s true for the person sitting next to you at 

worship. I’ve been impressed by how God is using your lives to reach others for the sake of the gospel.  

One of our members said, “I was talking to one of my nurses and he had never even heard of ‘church’.” I said, 

“God used you to tell this young man that there is even such a thing as a ‘church’!” Another member said, “I’ve been 

treated so well at physical therapy. One of the assistants gave me her email address so that we could stay in touch. Her 

daughter just celebrated her 4th birthday!” I thought to myself, “Look how God is blessing this young family to have one 

more person to share in the celebration of a 4-year old’s birthday.” Isn’t this delightful! God is using our lives to reach 

others. As we talk to one another and as we meet others in our community, imagine the delight our Heavenly Father has 

for you and how delighted he must be at the opportunity for his family to grow a little larger through the people you 

meet. Give thanks for the Father’s delight this thanksgiving and be blessed to be a blessing! 

-Pastor Dan 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music.  Psalm 98:4 

 

There is so much excitement as we are preparing to move into our new church home.  What a blessing 

to have a new, beautiful church building to continue sharing the Good News of Jesus in the many 

wonderful ways Saving Grace does, including our music ministry.  We will be working to plan a very 

meaningful dedication service that will include all our great musical offerings.  Stay tuned!! 

New Church Need: 

Drum Set: We are looking at some musical needs for the new church, including a used 

drum set. This does not need to be new, anything matching, or anything fancy.  We are 

simply looking for one that we can keep in the music room for practicing.  This way we 

keep our service drum set in place, as we will have mics attached to it. If you or anyone 

you know has a drum set you would like to donate or even let us borrow, please 

contact me via phone:  715-205-0821 or email: sglcmusic@gmail.com  

      

                   

NEW Musician Spotlight …  

 

                   Dr. Jennifer Fraley - Keyboard  

Hi, I’m Jennifer Fraley, and I’m so happy to be a part of your worship 

at Saving Grace! I’ve been playing piano (and some organ) on and off 

for almost 20 years.  I spent the last decade teaching clarinet at 

universities and am now taking some time to explore other interests 

and be home with my lovely family. My husband Ben occasionally 

plays drum set for the second service. We have a beautiful daughter 

who loves to sing and dance, and a crazy cat that is her best friend. In 

addition to teaching music lessons from my home, I have started 

selling some of my sewing and quilting projects at local artist 

markets. I frequently play clarinet with the Eau Claire Chamber 

Orchestra and Chippewa Valley Symphony. I’m looking forward to 

continuing to share in music and worship with you!           
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We have somhing for all youth! 

Join us each week! 

       
    Sundays 9:20am                         Next class: October 26th at 6:00pm 

   
Wednesdays at 5:30pm       For Middle School & High School 

 

 Introducing… 

 

Formerly called Wednesday Night Dig Deeper. 

Join us on Wednesday, November 16th from 6-7pm for our 

monthly class for all elementary aged kids! During our Fun & 

Faithful class, we’ll continue the stories we’ve learned in Sunday 

School with new activities, songs, and discussions.  

It’s a lot of fun for everyone! 



 

 

Amy (Eberhardt) Edwards’ Fundraiser 

Saturday, November 12, 2022, 4-7 pm 

Amy Edwards is the daughter of Bob Eberhardt.  Within 

the last year, Amy was diagnosed with cancer, was in 

kidney failure, and just recently had a blood clot.  At one 

point, Amy’s life almost ended.   

 

The financial, emotional, and physical toll this has taken 

on Amy and her family has been catastrophic.   

 

Saving Grace Lutheran Church is holding a Spaghetti 

Dinner fundraiser on Saturday, November 12, from 4-7 pm 

to help lessen the financial burden as she has extensive 

medical bills.   

 

Come join us to help Amy and her family through this 

difficult time and have a great Spaghetti Dinner.  YUM! 

Free will offering and take-outs are available. 
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Saving Grace has several different Scrip cards available for you to purchase for gifts, or to 

conveniently shop for yourself and benefit Saving Grace at the same time.  You pay the cost of the 

increment of the card you want and Saving Grace receives a rebate of a percentage off the cost of the 

card value. 

To purchase, stop in at the office, Mon-Thur, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, or before or after Worship Services. 

For example, we have Walmart, Kohl’s, Menard’s, Farm & Fleet, Altoona Family Restaurant, Olive 

Garden, Kwik Trip, Holiday, Walgreen’s, and many, many others in various increments.  

If we don’t have the card you want, we can usually order it online for you. They make excellent gifts 

for anyone and everyone!!  

 

Member Status/Information Update 

Sunday, November 6 
Over the summer, we began to work with a new 

church software program and have noticed some 

errors. On Sunday, October 16, 2022, volunteers 

were available before and after Services to assist 

you in updating your Member information.  Sunday, 

November 6, will be the last Sunday that volunteers 

will be available to assist with the updates.  Paper 

forms will still be available in the Office and the 

table in the hallway to update your information. 

If you’d like a link to update the information from 

your home computer, please email Kathy at 

office@saving-gracechurch.com for the link.  

 

We meet Thursdays at 6 pm 

Contact Pastor Dan to join the group 

and/or to be a co-leader. 

 

One Year of Our Journey 
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       One Year of Our Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now . . .  
The tentative dedication of our new Church home, 

 

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 

are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. Ephesians 2:21-22 

It has been one year since we have broken ground at our new location on Jeffers Road. What was once a 

wooden lot has become the land on which our new church building sits. Much has changed over this past 

year. We can see first hand God’s work and presence in the lives of those in the construction process of our 

new church building, through the progress pictures.  

This is just one marvelous year in our nearly 10 year existence as a church. We ask God to continue to bless 

the progress of the new church building, the members of our congregation, and the people of our 

community; all of whom have helped make “our journey” possible.  

AND NOW . . . 

The Dedication of our new Church home has tentatively been set 
for Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 9 a.m. 

 



 

 

 

Capital Campaign balance as of  
September 30, 2022: $115,819 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $2,161,218) 
Mortgage Loan: $1,191,600 
 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
September 30tht: 

Donations: $343,378 

Expenses:   $360,343 

Deficit: ($16,965) 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of 
someone will be printed on a monthly basis in the newsletter. 
Your gifts in times of celebration or remembrance are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Sean Hillestad:  Stan & Jean 
Brettingen, Margaret Crandell, Larry & Sandy 
McClean, Arnie & Irene Johnson. 

In Honor of Kevin & Michelle Otto’s 25th Wedding 
Anniversary:  Arnie & Irene Johnson 

In memory of Julie Anderson, Donna Kokemoor’s 
daughter:  Bobbi McCormick, Brenda Marlowe 

In memory of Bryan McCormick, Bobbi McCormick’s 
son:  Brenda Marlowe 

In Honor of Donna Switzer & Richard Kokemoor’s 
wedding:  George & Sandy Nelson 

Sunday School 

Chuck & Jean Hill 

Choir Music 

In memory of Toni Brown, Marge Hartwig’s sister: 
Brenda Marlowe 
Television Fund 

In Memory of Bryan McCormick:  Bobbi McCormick  

In Memory of Sean Hillistad:  Bobbi McCormick 

In Memory of Toni Brown, Marge Hartwig’s Sister: 
Bobbi McCormick 
In Memory of Donna Kokemoor’s Daughter, Julie 
Anderson:  Margaret Crandall 
In Honor of Pastor David & Pastor Dan:  Margaret 
Crandall 

In Honor of Donna Switzer & Richard Kokemoor’s 
wedding:  Bobbie McCormick 

 Donations:  Judy Alf, Gloria D. Jones 

 

 

Gifts, continued… 

Capital Campaign 

In memory of Stan Hillestad:  Barb & Doug 
Hillestad, Paul & Patty Dundas, Jerry Winters, Gene 
& Carol Hansen, Mark & Carole Skutley, Donna Eide, 
Kaye & Bob Meissner, LaMoine & Mark Parkhurst, 
Diane Wyss & Russ Whitwam, Sandra & Dean  
Williams, Pete & Renae Hestekin, John & Stacey 
Moen, Duane & Marsha Ericksen, Diane Rahl, Joan 
Smith, George & Sandy Nelson, Stan & Jean 
Brettingen, Margaret Crandell, Clarice Erickson, 
Larry & Sandy McClean, Allan & Ruth Hofland, 
Darleen Bauer, David & Karen Roholt, Bev Nelson, 
Arnie & Irene Johnson, Sharon Risberg, Kevin & 
Nancy Balash 

In Memory of Bryan McCormick, Bobbi 
McCormick’s son:  Kevin & Nancy Balash, Stan & 
Jean Brettingen, Bob & Bea Frazee 

In Memory of Tony Brown:  Ruth & Allan Hofland 

In Memory of Marilyn Pagel: Mary Seidling, Richard 
& Mary Wampole, Michael & Jacqueline Dahl, 
Michael & Judy Reetz, Sharon Radke, Mary Lunelle, 
Carol Dahl 

In Memory of Friend, Diane Preston:  Stan & Jean 
Brettingen 

In Memory of Lori Ringlein: Ralph Ringlein 

In Memory of Gladys Irene Schroeder:  Anonymous 
Donors  

In Memory of Husband, Roger Casper:  Ruth Casper 

In Memory of Jean Olson:  Rick, Diane, & Rocelle 
Olson 

In Memory of Joseph Mark Partlow:  Ronald & 
Susan Ottum 

In Memory 

In Honor of Donna Switzer & Richard Kokemoor’s 
wedding:  Pastor Dan & Jamie Doran, Sharon 
Jurjens,  

 

 



 

 

 

Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

In October, monthly gifts went to Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Trunk or Treat, 
Thanksgiving Dinner, Robert Sanders Street Ministries, Our Savior Luther 
Church, (Port Charlotte, FL-Hurricane Ian). 
 
Thank you notes were received from:  Kjerstin Booth, Andy Otto, Luther House of 
Study, and We Care Eau Claire. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation 
members.  Call or email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-
gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

Samaritan’s Purse 

Samaritan's Purse is an evangelical Christian humanitarian 

aid organization that provides aid to people in physical need 

as a key part of its Christian missionary work.  

Capital Campaign Gifts, continued 

In Memory of Donna Kokemoor’s Daughter, Julie 

Anderson:  Doug & Jill Klawiter, Jean Parkhurst, Darleen 

Bauer, Bob & Bea Frazee, Stan & Jean Brettingen, 

George & Sandy Nelson 

In Memory of his wife, Mary Koontz:  James Koontz 

In Memory of Eilert (Dave) Jensen:  Clarice Erickson, 

Darleen Bauer, Roger & Kris Wiltgen, Richard & Caroly 

Rassmussen 

 

 

 

MISSION OUTREACH will once again sponsor 

Operation Christmas Child “SHOEBOXES” 
Shoeboxes are available before and after Services 

through Sunday, November 20th.  Instructions and labels 

will be inside the shoeboxes.  You may place a strong 

rubber band around you shoeboxes, but please do not 

TAPE THE SHOEBOXES!  Our gifts to the Mission 

Outreach Committee will cover the shipping cost of the 

shoeboxes. 
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Kevin Balash:  President 

Michelle Otto: Vice President 
Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ruth Hofland, Wilson Lund, 
Mary Schneider, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC       
YouTube Channel – Savin Grace 

  

Saturday:      5:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

