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The Saving Grace Bazaar is back! 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 

November 6 

Doors will be open from 9am – 2pm.  We 

will be selling our “world-famous” Lefse, & 

booths will include Sewing, Knitting, 

Woods, Christmas, Bakery, Cherished 

Treasures, This & That, Hand-made Jewelry, 

Sports, & Silent Auction.  There will be no 

lunch served, but the men’s delicious 

Carmel Rolls will be available.  

Workers are needed, so please contact Bev 

Nelson if you are interested in helping.  For 

the safety of all, masks will be required for 

all workers & shoppers, & will be available 

for those who don’t have them.   

 Any items that you are willing to donate 

must be in by noon on November 3.  If you 

have Silent Auction items, please contact 

Ruth Hofland.  We look forward to seeing 

you on November 6! 

 

 

 
Thursday, November 25      

11:00 – 4:00 pm 

It is that time of year again, for our annual 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner. This year, we are 

having it both take-out and sit-down.  

We’re serving Thanksgiving Dinner with all the 

fixings: Turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

green beans, cranberries, dinner roll and a 

pumpkin bar. 

Volunteers are needed, if interested please reach out to 
Allison or Ashley Otto at church or email seen below!  
 

Congregation members may order a take-out meal. 

Please pre order by email no later than November 

24th: 

SGLCthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com 

           Include: 

• Name 

• Number of meals 

• Time of pickup 
 

If you have any questions, 

 please reach out at the above email. 

-The Otto sisters 

 

mailto:SGLCthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com


 

“Therefore since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 

that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

Most people like to see what they have accomplished at the end of the day. There’s nothing like starting 

with a plan and a pile of wood and seeing the end result after setting your heart on the goal that was set 

before you. There’s a satisfaction in seeing the fruits of your labor. Whether it’s in building something, or 

investing your lives in others.  

One teenager who was tired of reading bedtime stories to his little sister decided to record several of her 

favorite stories on tape. He told her, “Now you can hear your stories anytime you want. Isn't that great?” 

She looked at the machine for a moment and then replied, “No. It hasn't got a lap, I want to hear it from 

you.”  

Jesus gave us a mission in this life. “19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Our call hasn’t changed; we are all called to tell others what Jesus Christ has done. He has freed us from all 

of our fears. “He has freed us from sin death and the power of the devil” to live and serve Christ. (Luther’s 

Small Catechism Explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles Creed) Yet, we still lose sight of what is 

really important. We are consumed by those who grab our attention through their personalities and 

charisma. Their problems, frustrations and concerns consume us, rather than focusing us on Christ. What 

has Jesus Christ come to do? He’s come to free us from sin, death and the power of the devil. Christ comes 

to us, to make an eternal difference, not just a temporary change.  

We have just broken ground for our new home Saving Grace Lutheran Church. We are looking for the day 

when we will be able to worship together and celebrate what Christ has done, is doing and will do as we 

continue to reach out beyond the walls to those who are searching for hope. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 

hasn’t changed. It’s still the same. The way we reach others continues to change with streaming, the 

television ministry and small groups. Our primary call is to be genuine and sincere in faith, and to show the 

love of Christ that He has shown for us.  

When Jesus said, “It is finished.” (John 19:30) all that Jesus came to accomplish all the prophecies were 

fulfilled. His ministry and sacrifice for our sins was fulfilled, complete. At the end of time God will say, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. (Revelation21:6) All that God intended 

will be complete. It’s beginning and ending are within God’s hands. His redemption and salvation will be 

complete and His plan fulfilled perfectly. Until that day we are called to tell others what Christ has done that 

they may believe in Christ and have life in Him. God has guided us this far and will guide us in our future. He 

is our Good Shepherd and His love endures forever. 

May God continue to bless you as you tell others about what He has done. 

In Christ, 

Pastor David 
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     From Pastor Dan                                              

     

 

“But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of you 

hand.”              -Isaiah 65:8 

Getting our life put on hold for any reason comes with challenges. I’m not one that really seeks out change 

just for the sake of it. I enjoy order, organization, a good schedule, a plan. But, sometimes our lives are 

interrupted by things outside of our control. Then we are faced with the challenge to respond, to wait, or 

innovate.  

I have been in quarantine for most of the month of October and there have been significant “ups and 

downs.” God has blessed Jamie and I with precious time together to talk, laugh, and simply be in the same 

apartment together for an extended period of time (with our normal schedules, this doesn’t happen too 

often). At the same time, caring for someone who is sick, becoming sick yourself, and then being stuck 

waiting for a full recovery and a clean bill of health has been a burdensome task. The past month of October 

was completely interrupted in more ways than one.  

In last month’s letter, I wrote in order to motivate us all to continue doing the good work God has called us 

to. Ironically, God “stopped me dead in my tracks” and I had to be someone who was looking in from the 

outside while everything else was moving forward. I saw pictures of the celebration that took place at the 

groundbreaking ceremony and both Jamie and I wish we could have been there. I’ve been worshipping with 

Saving Grace online like many of you had to over the past year and a half. I was so excited to continue the 

work of ministry and be a part of the celebration, but then all of these things were interrupted without any 

warning.  

During this time, I was reminded of the way God values us as his children. So often, we are convinced that 

we are in control of our relationship with God. I remember writing in a journal during high school that I was 

going to make sure I grew closer to the Lord by journaling and praying. If I was thoughtful and took the time 

to reflect on life, then I would bring myself closer to God. It was like working out or studying or practicing 

an instrument. “Practice makes perfect.” And I wasn’t happy with my performance as a Christian in high 

school. I was shy—didn’t have the courage to share my faith. I was tempted by the same things my friends 

were in an attempt to enjoy life, create my identity, and find freedom from mom and dad. So, I thought, “I 

need to do some hard work to get closer to the Lord because all of this stuff doesn’t seem to be his will.”  

One of the most difficult lessons to learn is that God loved us before we started trying to love him. That 

God made his decision to save us through Jesus Christ before we ever had a nice thought in our heads about 

being a good father or mother, a reliable neighbor or friend. In every other area of life, we are valued by 

what we are able to add to the group, the company, or the relationship. We are graded and assessed, 

numbers are evaluated and suggestions are made to optimize our performance. We become really 

convinced that our value is about whether we are a good teacher, nurse, sales-person, analyst, contractor, 

plumber, or even pastor. God pressed pause on my life and reminded me that his love for us is not based 

on what we can do or what we can grow to be. His love for us is not based on how much journaling we do 

or how much time we dedicate to prayer. His love for us is based on his own loving choice to save us and 

give us new life in Jesus Christ.                                                                                                          

Contd. on page 7 
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                                 Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 

“I will praise God’s name with song; I will magnify him with thanks” — Psalm 69:30 

MONTHLY GRATITUDE REFLECTION:  Here we are in the month of November, and the Thanksgiving holiday 

is approaching.  We take time out of our schedules to gather and give thanks for all that God has provided.  

But if we gave thanks only on this day, how could we begin to thank him on only one day of the year for ALL 

he gives us every day? I am truly grateful for the blessings I experience each and every day of my life.  When 

autumn is upon us, I can’t help but sing His praises when I see the beautiful picture God paints for us in the 

changing color of the leaves, the beautiful sunsets, the crisp fall air, the crops being harvested, and all the 

other wonderful parts of His creation. Thank you God for your creation, the harvest, and all the good gifts 

we receive and enjoy from You.  To You, I raise my song of thanksgiving and praise!! 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC THANKS:  Thank you so much to the following people who shared their talent with us in the 

month of October.  We sincerely appreciated your beautiful offering of music!! Oct. 10 - Heidi Joosten and 

Dr. Frank Watkins; Oct. 17 - Scott Isaacson; October 24 - Richard Kokemoor.  

 

DECEMBER SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED:  If you would like to provide any special music in December, please 

contact Beth Joosten, Music Director.  music@saving-gracechurch.com 

 

CHOIR UPDATE:  We are still waiting to start choir until it is safe to do so.  We hope to do this soon…. Stay 

tuned!! 

 
 

 

                                                                                                 
Musician Spotlight…  

Shayla Menter - Keyboardist and Contemporary Vocalist 

Shayla has been singing and playing piano for as long as she can remember. 

She especially enjoys making music with her family. Having grown up in Eau 

Claire, she is glad to be back after earning her Music Industry-Business 

degree from UW Oshkosh. She is so glad to be a part of Saving Grace, where 

she can lead worship with her brother and spend meaningful time with the 

Lord. Shayla works as a caregiver and spends her free time cooking, baking, 

and spending time with her two cats. 

 

Zachary Menter - Contemporary Guitarist 

My name is Zachary Menter. I'm 21 years old and have been playing guitar 

for 13 years. I’m currently in my fourth year at UWEC as a computer science 

major. I've played on the worship team at Peace Church for many years, and 

Shayla and I recently decided to start doing music at Saving Grace as well. 

We used to perform together in high school and are both very excited to 

have this opportunity to lead worship together! 

 

mailto:music@saving-gracechurch.com
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Upcoming Youth Fundraiser:  

January 15th Pizza Fundraiser.  

More information to come. 

 

We are looking for families to sign up 

for the Advent wreath lighting and Advent readings 

each Sunday at the 8:30 and 10:00 worship services 

(November 28th, December 5 and 12) and Christmas 

Eve services.  Let the pastors or Melissa know if you 

are willing to serve. 
 

The Sunday School youth will be 

taking December 19th. 
 

 

NEW!!!! 

Youth Ukulele Class 

begins on November 7th! 

Sundays 10:30-11 (follows the 

Sunday School schedule) 
 

 
Thank you to the youth who were able to help at the 

Spaghetti Dinner on October 23rd!!  Your help was 

greatly appreciated!  

 

There are many ways for our youth to serve in the 

church. Upcoming service opportunities: November 

6th Fall Bazaar, November 14th- Family Group, 

November 28th- serving at Fellowship hour, 

December 24th- Christmas Eve services 

Ongoing service opportunities: Sunday School, 

worship greeters, sound board technician, Pro-

Presenter technician, reading the Bible lessons 

during service, helping with Communion 

 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! 

Actually, it’s not, but it is time to start planning our 

Christmas Eve Youth Services.  We need participants 

and ideas! 

We could… 

*Do a play or skit 

*Have a monologue or dialogue to tell the Christmas 

story 

*Participate in the entire worship service (readings, 

greeting, sermon) 

*Sing/play songs 

These are just a few ideas. Submit your ideas to 

Melissa by November 7th.  Sign-up starts now! 
 

 

Attention Teen Parents- we’d like to start a teen 

Bible study. Email Melissa  @ 

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com if your youth is 

interested in taking part in a teen Bible study- one 

Sunday a month from 9:30-10:30.  

 

on October 31st: 
Ty Costley 
Lakyn Leland 
Rachel Samuelson 

Congratulations! 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 6th before going to bed! 
 

Saturday Worship time changes to 

 3:00 pm on November 13th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In November we have two Family Group activities planned. 
 

November 14th     Noon @ Church 
We’ll bake goodies to use at an upcoming Fellowship hour. 

November 28th: Serve at fellowship 
We’ll be the hosts of the Fellowship time (making coffee, setting out treats, serving, clean-up). 

Haven’t been to a Family Group activity yet? 

No problem- join us anytime!! This is a group for all families of Saving Grace. 
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Dartball is back! 

Tuesday, November 16 @ 7:00 pm 
Saving Grace Fellowship Hall 

Check out the game – you may want to play with 
us – or come and cheer us on!  We play weekly on 
Tuesdays at various churches in the area. 

Scrip Available! 
Purchase your scrip (“gift cards” for places 

you shop) in the Church Office Monday – 

Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and prior 

to Worship services Sunday. 
 

You don’t pay more- but the church gets a 

percentage of each purchase when used. 

 

Join us Wednesday, November, 24 to give 
thanks and worship on Thanksgiving Eve. 

                    In Person Worship 
7:00 pm 

 

Articles for the December newsletter are 
due to the office via email  

office@saving-gracechurch.com or “snail 
mail” by November 22 
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Reflections from Pastor Dan, contd. from page 3 

 

So, now our whole life is completely in the potter’s hand. We are the clay and he is the one doing the shaping 

and the molding. Often, we want immediate results, immediate changes in our lives and the lives of those 

around us when we prayer for certain outcomes, success, a change in attitudes or behaviors. But, God is patient 

and he is the one who is actively making the changes in our lives and the lives of those we love. He is the one 

who is shaping us into the works of art that he has dreamed up from eternity past. Even when we feel like 

things are going too slow, or maybe even too fast, his loving hand is still holding our lives together shaping us 

along the way. As this Thanksgiving is right around the corner, his loving faithfulness is something to always be 

thankful for. “Now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of 

you hand.” 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

In Everything Give Thanks 
Poet: Unknown 

 
For all that God in mercy sends - 

For health and children, home and friends; 
For comfort in the time of need, 
For every kindly word and deed, 

For happy talks and holy thoughts; 
For guidance in our daily walk - 

In everything give thanks! 
 

For beauty in this world of ours, 
For verdant grass and lovely flowers, 

For song of birds, for horn of bees, 
For the refreshing summer breeze, 

For hill and plain, for streams and wood, 
For the great ocean's mighty flood - 

In everything give thanks! 
 

For the sweet sleep which comes with night, 
For the returning morning's light, 

For the bright sun that shines on high, 
For the stars glittering in the sky - 
For these and everything we see, 
O Lord our hearts we lift to thee; 

In everything give thanks! 

 

                  
Isaiah Small Group 

Pastor Dan and Jamie will be leading a study 

on the book of Isaiah at 7:00 pm Tuesdays, 

except for the last Tuesday of the month.  

pastordansglc@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Bible Study Group 

9:30 am Sundays in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Kevin Balash:  President 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, 
Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Wilson 
Lund, Deanne Morley, Dani Volz, Laura 

Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for 

contact information. 

 

mailto:pastordansglc@gmail.com


 
                       

                   

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 
 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Rod Alf:  The Alf Family 

In Memory of Marlene Wendt: Chris Heacox, John & 
Deb Stange, Kevin & Nancy Balash 

In Memory of Bob Thronson & Kari Fox:  Jerrieann 
Thronson 

In Memory of Merrol & Rosie Nelson:  Rick Nelson 

In Memory of Lyla Marten:  Bettie Gerdes, Marcella 
Jordan 
 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Rod Alf:  John Kevin & Janet Johnson 

In Memory of William Bates:  John Kevin, Janet, 
Kristie, Kim & Diana Johnson, Karn Bates, Jasmine 
McGeary 

Mission Outreach 

In Honor of Pastor Dan’s Ordination:  Brenda 
Marlow 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Garrett Markin:  Kevin & Nancy 
Balash, Brenda Marlow, Duane & Marsha Erickson, 
Patty & Paul Dundas, Rick Daily & Paula Harms 

In Memory of Rod Alf: Rick Daily & Paula Harms 

In Memory of Marlene Wendt:  Bev Nelson, Rick 
Daily & Paula Harms, Kevin & Michelle Otto 

In Honor of Pastor Dan’s Ordination:  Barb Mathson, 
Rick Daily & Paula Harms 

In Memory of Lyla Marten:  Stan & Jean Brettingen, 
Barb Mathson 

In Memory of Margaret Odegard:  Cindy Joy Fischer 

 

 

                                                                        

 

Confirmation started on Wednesday, September 

23rd. We meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 via Zoom. 

Each class session goes from 5pm-7pm. We start 

the class with our lesson for the day, have a quick 

break, and then gather together again online to 

watch the Wednesday night service.  

We have many exciting changes to the program this 

year including 2 new curriculum books! 

Due to Covid-19, we are moving Confirmation from 

Reformation Sunday to Sunday, May 2nd. Watch for 

more information closer to the date.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       
 
 

-5- 
 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign Balance as of  
October 26th: $578,794 

Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  

needed and appreciated! 

2021 General Operating as of October 26 
Donations: $321,432.37 
  Expenses: $405,869.53 
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                             ALTAR FLOWERS 
You may purchase Altar Flowers in honor or 
memory of a special person or occasion.  The 
bouquets are $15 each, and can be brought home 
after the 10:00 Sunday Worship.  The sign-up 
book is on the table in the Narthex.  Be sure to 
sign up one week in advance to insure mention in 
the church announcements.  

Please memo “Altar Flowers” on your check. 
 



 
   

 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

 

Thank you cards were received from American Bible Society. 
 

We want to thank everyone who donated to Team Rubicon to help support the Afghan Refugees living at Fort 
McCoy. 
 

In October: Monthly gifts went to Ephrem and Starfish Kids.  Also: 
The majority of women in Bihar have little education and possess few marketable skills. Transformation 1040 trains 
and equips women to start their own micro-enterprise business, in the context of Christ-centered training. We 
provided support for two women to receive six months of training in the Bridge of Hope Sewing School and her 
very own pedal-powered sewing machine. Women graduate from the program not only prepared to help support 
their families but with a new understanding of Jesus. Approximately 40% of students enter into a life-transforming 
relationship with Jesus.  The mission of the organization is to transform every village in northern India with the 
Gospel by partnering the global church with indigenous church planters engaged in holistic community 
development. 
 

Scrip cards were gifted to: Trunk or Treat, Discipleship Committee, Allison & Ashley Otto for the Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 
 

                             Again this year: Mission Outreach will Sponsor   
                                Operation Christmas Child “SHOEBOXES” 
 

Shoeboxes will be available starting on Wednesday, November 3rd at the 5 o’clock 
Service. You will be able to pick up and return your shoeboxes from Wednesday 
November 3rd through Sunday November 21st. Instructions and labels will be inside the 
shoeboxes. You may place a strong rubber band around your shoeboxes, but please do 

                                            not TAPE the shoeboxes. 
 
                   Our gifts to the Mission Outreach Committee will cover the shipping cost of the shoeboxes. 
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Thank You Julie! 

We are saddened by the news that Julie Atkinson will be resigning from her position as office administrator 
here at Saving Grace Lutheran Church. She has been a blessing to this congregation since the day she started 
here. Her gifts and talents were appreciated as she organized our calendar, kept up with our finances, published 
the monthly newsletter along with all of our bulletins, and was a welcome voice in planning many events and 
worship services. Not to mention her warm and welcoming heart on display to anyone who walked through our 
front door. We will miss, not only her talents, but her friendship that she has extended to us as she has 
ministered to our Saving Grace Family. At the same time, we know that God has good things in store for her 
and we pray for God’s blessing over her as she follows God’s guidance. 

In Christ, 

Pastor David Irgens, Pastor Dan Doran, and the staff of Saving Grace Lutheran Church 

 



            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                                           

     Wishing you a bountiful Thanksgiving and a  
                                     healthy, happy year ahead! 

 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701       

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Wednesday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com        www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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Wednesday:  6:15 pm “Wednesday Overflow” (starts September 15) 
 

Saturday:        5:00 pm Traditional (3:00 pm beginning November 13th) 
 

Sunday:           8:30 am Traditional Livestream & in-person 

                           9:30 am Education 

                          10:00 am Contemporary Livestream & in-person 

                          10:00 am Pre-recorded Television Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

mailto:ibn1irgs@yahoo.com
mailto:music@saving-gracechurch.com
http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

