A newsletter for members & friends
of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.

November 2020
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all
as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

Join us Wednesday, November, 25 to
give thanks and worship on
Thanksgiving Eve.

Thursday, November 26
11:00 – 4:00 pm

Parking Lot Worship
(behind the church)
3:00 pm

It’s that time of year again, Thanksgiving Mealtime!
With the current pandemic, we want to ensure
everyone’s safety, therefore, we’ll have take-out only
this year. Spread the word!

Live-stream Worship on Facebook,
YouTube and our Website
6:15 pm

We’re serving Thanksgiving Dinner with all the
fixings: Turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy,
stuffing, green beans, cranberries, dinner roll and
a pumpkin bar.

As the grass withers, as the
trees lose their colorful leaves and
the flowers fade, God remains
persistently present and at work
in us and through us. God’s spirit
continues to connect us together,
through our prayers, our
generosity, our service, AND our
virtual worship. Whether we’re
dressed up as if sitting in the pew
or wearing our pajamas, God is
connecting us together.

We would like to offer the congregation the option to
pre order a meal if they want. If you would like a meal,
please email:
SGLCthanksgivingdinner1@gmail.com
by November 25th with the following:

•
•

Name
Number of meals

•

Time of pickup

If you have any questions,
please reach out at the above email.
-The Otto sisters
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“9:6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)
You can smell it in the air and see in in the orange hue of the moon as it’s rising. It’s harvest time. The
farmers are trying to get in the harvest and they hope the market price will be at a place where they can
make ends meet. In the fall I’d help out on the farms in the area and at noon everything stopped while we’d
listen to the U.S. Farm Report. It had all the prices on wheat, corn, soybeans, beef cattle, pork everything you
needed to know about the market. The only problem was knowing when to buy and to sell. Dwight D.
Eisenhower said, “Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you’re a thousand miles from
the corn field.” Farming was essential seventy years ago. Everyone had a garden or a plot they worked to
make ends meet. Today, many don’t understand the connection between farming and what is in the grocery
store. But farmers get it. Farming is a profession built on hope and faith. On some of the farms we’d say a
prayer before we’d go out to work in the fields. I knew that God was with me as I went throughout the day.
There was wonder and amazement in what He was doing. I was just a little part of it.
Paul uses a common scene from his day. “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have
made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:67) God has given us every blessing in our lives. He provides us with “food and clothing, home and family,
everything that we need from day to day.” (Martin Luther, Small Catechism) He also provides with every
spiritual blessing. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
23gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22) God gives us a sense of hope in the world, meaning in life
and hope for tomorrow.
We still are separated by so many things in this world, “but I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I
have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him.” (2
Timothy 1:12) He has given us the promise of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ and the waters of
baptism. He walks with us every day and guides our lives. He is always faithful, even though we fail Him.
He calls us to something greater. We should look at the blessings Christ has given us, and sow them
generously. We are blessed to be a blessing, that others may hear and believe. Saving Grace has remade itself
this year. New broadcasting methods utilizing live streaming our services on Facebook and YouTube as well
as subtitles help us to reach more people every week. Porch visits, phone calls and devotions have kept us
connected as a congregation. A new “Parking Lot Service” allows us to worship in person with in the safety of
our cars. On Wednesday, November 25 we are having our Thanksgiving Worship service in the “Parking Lot”
at 3:00 pm and we are Live Streaming our Thanksgiving Service online at 6:15 pm, so we can sow bountifully
as we encourage others in their walk with Christ. Christ isn’t done with us yet. He’s just starting.
God richly bless you as you sow bountifully what Christ has given you.
In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Pastor David Irgens
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From Pastor Dan

8 First,

I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout
the world. -Romans 1:8
4I

give thanks to my[b] God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, -1 Corinthians 1:4
15 I

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love[e] toward all the saints, and for this
reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. -Ephesians 1:15-16
3I

thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you, -Philippians 1:3-4
3 In

our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, -Colossians 1:3

2 We

always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. -1 Thessalonians 1:2-3
3 We

must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters,[b] as is right, because your faith is
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. -2 Thessalonians
1:3-4
3I

am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. -2 Timothy 1:3
4 When

I remember you[c] in my prayers, I always thank my God – Philemon 1:4

In almost every single letter that Paul wrote, he began by thanking God in prayer for the people, the
church, or the individual he was writing to. This theme of thankfulness for the people of God has really
been impressed on me during this past couple of months.
Last month I wrote about how God did not create us to be alone. He made us for relationships. I was
worried that our congregation was feeling separated and cut off from the community of believers that
we have come to enjoy over the past few years. Well, as I visited more people out on their front porch, I
was hearing a different story. I was hearing how women have been getting together outside at local
parks to keep in touch with one another. I heard how others have been calling each other on a weekly
basis—sometimes, more often than that. I heard how a couple of women made a visit to one of our
homebound members to keep her company and pray together. And yet, others are preparing meals for
members who have a lot on their plate otherwise. Often Paul is giving thanks to God for a certain church
because of “their love toward all the saints.” Well, I have been pleasantly surprised with the love our
congregation has had for one another. Just a reminder, if you would like a visit or would like to see how
us Pastors and the staff are doing, please give us a call!
Contd. On page 4
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Contd.

Pastor Dan, Contd.
Apart from Paul teaching me and reminding me to be thankful for you all, the people of God, we can all
learn something about prayer and our church family. At first, we might be surprised to hear that Paul is
praying all the time for all of these people. How does he do it? How can he think about anything else? I
can barely think of two things at the same time, but Paul is praying for at least 8 congregations of
Christians at the same time…all the time!? Well, instead of being discouraged by this, we can learn from
it. Its passages like these that force us to rethink what we think of prayer. Its not just time spent before
a meal. Its not just time spent in the morning or the evening before bed. Prayer isn’t just that time
during the service where the Pastor is leading the prayers of the church. Whether we realize it or not,
our whole life before God is Prayer. The moment you became a Christian is the moment you started
praying and you haven’t stopped since. Our lives are an open-ended letter to the Lord. Its natural for us
to think of those that we miss or that we love and be thankful. In that moment you are already praying.
Prayer is natural. When God claimed you as his own child, you started praying. Thankfulness is less
natural. Especially when we’re not in control of an outcome. This is why gift receipts exist. Its hard to be
thankful for something not only we didn’t choose, but that we also didn’t like. Well, the church you are
a part of doesn’t come with a gift receipt! And we can’t look at Paul’s thankfulness and think to
ourselves, “Well, God doesn’t make churches like that anymore. If he could’ve seen the people I worship
with, then he wouldn’t be so thankful.” We can’t think that because every church Paul was writing to
needed correction, teaching, a warning, rebuke, and sometimes discipline. There would be too many
problems to list here even if we only wrote down half of what Paul was addressing. But he knew that
God was at work. God had gathered people together through the gospel of Jesus Christ. These people
had been given the greatest gift in the world and God was still at work. Faith is no small thing to be
found in the human heart. It is the work of God! Yes, the very people that sometimes get on our nerves,
that think differently than us, that sometimes say too much, or sometimes don’t say enough…they are
the work of God. Their faith being one of God’s latest editions to his work in progress. We can be
thankful for the people of God as we learn to cherish the work of God in the lives of our fellow
members.
Every Blessing from the Lord,
Pastor Dan

Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service
Sundays at 11:30 am
In order to provide a safe option for those who would like to gather, we plan to continue to
offer a social distanced Sunday Parking Lot Worship in the parking lot behind the church (across
Fairfax next to CCF Bank) in November. In consideration of others, please come prepared to
wear a mask if you have your car windows open or intend to walk around the lot. On Communion Sundays, bring
your own grape juice & bread.
Invite someone to your “virtual” or Parking Lot church this week! And don’t
forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts!
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“Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director

As they make music they will sing, “All my fountains are in you.” Psalm 87:7
SPECIAL MUSIC NEEDED: If you are interested in providing special music videos, please contact me.
music@saving-gracechurch.com We would love to have you share your gift of music with us!!
A special thank you to the following people who provided special music in October: Kiara Carlson (Oct. 4)
Sherry and Mario Friedel (Oct. 11), and Sarah and Alex Plum (Oct. 18). We sincerely appreciate their gift of
music!!

Our Musician Spotlight …
Sarah and Alex Plum - Contemporary Worship Leader (Sarah)
and Contemporary Worship Vocalist (Alex)
Alex and Sarah Plum are passionate about sharing their faith through
music and feel blessed to do so at Saving Grace. Both Plums are music
teachers in Northern Wisconsin; Alex teaches high school band in Balsam
Lake at Unity High School, and Sarah teaches middle and high school choir
in the River Falls School District. They have been married a little over a year,
and are taking up new hobbies in married life. Alex has begun growing a
mini garden and Sarah is learning to cook more than mac and cheese!
Residing in New Richmond, Alex, Sarah, and their dog Nellie love to kayak,
hike, sing show tunes, roast s’mores around a campfire, and eat ice cream
in their free time!

Benjamin Fraley - Contemporary Instrumentalist (Drums)
Benjamin Fraley is a percussionist, composer, and educator currently
residing in Eau Claire, WI. A veteran of many musical genres and
percussion disciplines, he has performed and trained throughout
Europe and North America. Originally from Rhode Island, Ben holds
degrees from the University of Hartford, the University of Cincinnati,
and Florida State University, where he earned his doctorate in
percussion performance. He is an avid New England sports fan and
used to play ice hockey. Ben moved to Eau Claire last August from
Alabama with his wife, Jennifer (who teaches clarinet at UWEC),
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Illumin8
We had our first Illumin8 meeting, via Zoom, on
October 7th. We talked about activities and
volunteering we can do as a group- keep thinking of
ideas.

Can you believe it’s already November!? Our
Sunday School year is flying by and we’re having lots
of fun each week. We’re almost finished with our
first packet of activities. The next set is being put
together and will be delivered the week of
November 30th. We’ll be keeping Sunday School
online, so the Zoom link will be updated before our
first December class- parents keep an eye out for an
email about Sunday School.

November 4th at 5:00pm is the next meeting via
Zoom (same link as confirmation class). An email
will be sent to parents about the digital Escape
Room that we will be participating in during the
meeting.

Bible Presentations
27th

On Sunday, September
several children in our Sunday School and Confirmation programs received Bibles
during the parking lot service. These Bibles were graciously purchased for the children of our congregation by
the Women of Saving Grace.

Christmas Eve Youth Service
Calling all youth musicians!! We are looking for
Saving Grace youth to "play" for the Christmas
Eve Youth service. Our program this year is
called Manger Tales. It is a telling of the
Christmas story from the perspective of the
animals at the nativity. Because of Covid-19 we
are creating a video of the program. We are
looking for a variety of music- piano, violin,
clarinet, flute (any band instrument), singing
(solo or duet)- for the program. Please email
Melissa by November 11th if your youth is
interested in recording a song for our program
and for more details!

Don’t forget Family Devotions published on
Facebook and our website each Wednesday!
If you missed one, go to the homepage of our
website http://saving-gracechurch.com/ and check
out past devotions!

If you have any questions about Sunday
School, Confirmation, or Illumin8 just email
Melissa at
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com.
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Building Committee
The Building Committee is meeting weekly and is continuing to look at land/buildings for our future
church home. When we have what we believe is a viable opportunity, we will meet with council prior
to scheduling an informational meeting for the congregation.

Timeline for Saving Grace Church
(Project Timeline is based on Current Lease ending in December of 2022)
•

Planning and Zoning- October thru December, 2020 (2 months)

•

Building Blueprints: Layout and Design; Changes and Church approval- October 2020 thru
February 2021 (5 months)

•

Bidding Process/Awarding of Project: February thru April, 2021 (2 month)

•

Final Approvals (State, Local): April 2021 (1 month)

•

Construction of New Church Building: May 2021 thru October 2022 (15 months minimum)

•

Move in to New Church: October and November, 2022 (1-2 months)

Would you like to turn captions off while
viewing our livestream through Facebook?
•
•
•
•
PLEASE NOTE: We are asking
you to please wear a mask at all
times if you are in the church
building; including the Fellowship
Hall, Vestibule, Sanctuary,
Office and Kitchen. Thank you
for helping to keep everyone
safe!

Go to “Settings and Privacy” on Facebook
Click on “Settings”
Scroll Down to and click on “Videos” in the left side
banner
Turn off the option to “Always Show Captions”

Thrivent Choice
If you are a Thrivent customer, you can direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to Saving Grace Lutheran church. Talk to
your Thrivent representative about how this works. Thank
you to those who are already doing this!
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Red Cross Blood Drive
The need for blood donations is constant. We had hoped to be able to
schedule a Blood Drive this fall but the timing simply doesn’t work for this
fall. Please consider donating blood at any other drive or the Red Cross Center on Hamilton Dr. If you have not
been able to donate during Covid, know the staff adheres to strict guidelines and you are safe. The Red Cross is
doing the Covid antibody testing as part of their screening and the results are available in just a few days.
As soon as we are open and can safely do so, I will schedule another drive at SGLC.
Thank you for considering giving this gift of life.
Patty Dundas

The ABC's of Thanksgiving
Poet: Unknown

Although things are not perfect;
Because of trial or pain;
Continue in Thanksgiving;
Do not begin to blame;

As long as the weather allows, Pastor David & Pastor
Dan will be doing Front Porch Visits to help us stay
connected. This might mean sitting on your
driveway, front porch, yard, or just a phone
conversation if you’d rather. We'll bring our own
lawn chairs and cup of coffee. Let us know if you'd
like one of us to visit. We'd love to talk with you! Call
Pastor David @ 715- 225-9523 or email him at
ibn1irgs@yahoo.com if you’d like a visit.

Even when the times are hard;
Fierce winds are bound to blow;
God is forever able;
Hold on to what you know;
Imagine life without His love;
Joy would cease to be;
Keep thanking Him for all the things;
Love imparts to thee;
Move out of "Camp complaining";
No weapon that is known;
On earth can yield the power;
Praise can do alone;

2020 Church Council

Quit looking at the future;
Redeem the time at hand;
Start every day with worship;
To "thank" is a command;

Kevin Balash, President
Stan Brettingen, Vice President
Patty Dundas, Secretary
Bill Cunningham, Treasurer
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,
Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright,
Michelle Otto
For contact information, please refer to
your Church Directory or contact the
Church Office via email.

Until we see Him coming;
Victorious in the sky;
We'll run the race with gratitude;
Xalting God most high;
Yes, there’ll be good times and yes some will be
bad; but . . .
Zion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!
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Thank You for Your Gifts

2020 General Operating Congregational Giving
through October 26:
$331,193.35
General Operating Expenses through October 26:
$414,260.56

Donations made to the church in memory of or in
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or
remembrance are always important and very much
appreciated.

Account Balances:
General Operating Account: $37,498
Legacy/Reserve Account: $112,189
Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign:
$474,702
Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6967

General Operating Fund
In Memory of Ricky Bahr: Nancy Hayden
In Memory of Bill Gilbert: Judy Ballard
In Memory of Jon Otto: Darleen Bauer, Chris Heacox,
Jean Parkhurst, Stan & Jean Brettingen, Allan & Ruth
Hofland, Virginia Wright, George & Sandy Nelson,
Bobbie McCormick, Kevin & Nancy Balash
In Honor of Pastor David & Pastor Dan: Jean
Parkhurst
In Memory of Jerold VanBeek: Marian Spoolhoff
Television Fund

As of October 26, $591,415.19 has been
pledged to the Capital Campaign, of which
$260,693.02 has been given.
(An additional $188,445.63 non-pledge
dollars have been donated to the Capital
Campaign Account.)

In Memory of William Bates: John Kevin & Janet
Johnson, Kristie Johnson, Kim & Diana Johnson, Karn
Bates, Jasmine McGeary
In Memory of Jeanne Farmer: Ron Farmer
In Honor of Pastor David Irgens: Wilson & Arlyss Lund

Current Capital Campaign Balance:
$449,138.65

Capital Campaign
In Memory of Nona Hanson: Duane & Sheryl Huffmier
In Honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary on
October 17: Duane & Helen Anderson

Scrip Sales
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by
contacting either Chet or Dale @

Missions Fund

Chet’s cell: 715-864-3125 or cberkey@centurytel.net
Dale’s cell: 715-828-5542 or sfarley44@hotmail.com
Arrangements can be made with them to pick up in the
parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -10 am.

In Memory of Daughter and Sister Monica, who
would have been 51 years old on the 21st: Don,
Marge, & Sara Hartwig
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Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee

This month’s meeting was held through Zoom.

In October, monthly gifts are going to Ephrem and Starfish Kids. Each October we give additional funds to
Compassion International to shop for Ephrem for Christmas.
We received thank you cards from Western Dairyland, the Veterans Services Director, and Sofa’s for Service who
in spite of the virus served 12 veterans & families this year.
Kay reported 44 shoeboxes have been given out so far and she has ordered 50 more. If you
still need a box/s, they will be available at the Parking Lot Service and in the vestibule at
church. Thank you, Kay and Jon, for donating the cost to purchase the boxes. The collection
of boxes will be at the November 15th parking lot service and November 16th & November
20th from 8 to 10 am inside the mall near the scrip table. PLEASE be sure your boxes are
dropped off by these dates!
This year instead of scrip cards we are giving cash for the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner as some stores have limits
on how much of each item you can purchase and they may need to shop in a few places. Also, they will need to
purchase take out containers.
Whenever you see news coverage of the devastating fires in the west and the hurricane flooding and damage,
the American Red Cross is very visibly serving victims. We are giving to that organization as the avenue to help
with the national disasters.

We sponsored meals for Beacon House October 18 - 24. We had volunteers to provide meals Sunday through
Saturday. In addition to nightly meals, we also provide them with milk and fruit for the week. We used a scrip
card to cover the cost of these items plus reimbursement for one of the meals. Any funds left over will be used
next time. We gave them a scrip card for Jimmy John’s for one of the nights. The families like to order from them
occasionally as they can choose what they want. REMINDER: You may turn in your food purchase receipt to be
reimbursed for the cost of the food if you wish.

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. Call or email one of
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions.
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor
David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential.
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Rollcall of Saints
2019-2020
Remembered on All Saints
Sunday, November 1, 2020

Wednesday Worship Questions

Stanley Aubert

During our 6:15 Wednesday evening Worship Service,
Pastor David & Pastor Dan discuss and try to answer your
questions. Do you have scripture questions or spiritual
concepts you’ve always wondered about or would like
explained in more depth? Please email your questions to
office@saving-gracechurch.com (or mail to the office).

Louis Beaulieu

Tune into our live-stream and see what you can learn!

Roger Albertson
Roderick Anderson
William “Bill” Andreas

Ken Costley
Sally L. Erickson
Jeanne Farmer
Charles Froehlich
Nona Hanson
James Helstad
Charles Hill Sr.

Shopping on Amazon? Support
Saving Grace by going to smile.amazon.com and register
for Saving Grace Lutheran Church. Same Amazon, same
prices, same Prime (if you have it), but a small percentage
of dollars you spend are donated directly to the church.

Donna Hoeppner
Marion Jenson
Dr. David J. Johnson

Mailing Lists

Jackie Kidd
Mary Koontz
BONNIE LABARGE
Pamela Lane
Harpo Lemmage
Robert “Bob’ Medved
Theresa E. “Betty” Miller
Joan Olson
Sharon Ouimet
Donna Phelps
Theron Pagel

We are currently mailing large print bulletins for our
TV Worship service to several of our homebound
members. If you, or someone you know should be
added to that list, please contact Julie at
office@saving-gracechurch.com , jot a note in with
your mailed donation, or call the church. Note that
this bulletin is slightly different than our live-stream
worship bulletin.
Likewise, we are mailing out monthly newsletters to
that same list, plus some members who aren’t
internet connected. If you or someone you know
should be on that list, please contact Julie as above.
We want everyone to be connected and informed!

Sibyl Reiter
Laura Strum

Articles for the December newsletter are
due to Julie Atkinson via email
office@saving-gracechurch.com or “snail
mail” by November 18.

Donald Swagger
Mike Swartz
Nancy Thompson
Russel Vollbrecht
David Zell
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Do you have a prayer request?
Please email your request to
office@saving-gracechurch.com and
indicate if it is a confidential request, or
you would like it included on the prayer
chain and in the worship service.

Daily Devotions
You will find devotions prepared by your Pastors and church staff each day on our website (savinggracechurch.com) and on our Facebook page. There will be a “food for thought” type of meditation for each
day. ALSO, we will have a family devotion on Wednesdays (all ages!) and a devotion digging deeper into our
hymn for the coming Sunday Worship on Fridays.

If you don’t happen to be tech savvy, reach out and ask someone what the devotional was about for that
day. If you are tech savvy, reach out to someone and tell them what the devotion was about!
Miss a week? You will find devotions from past weeks on our website.
Be sure to make this a regular part of your day!

Contact Information
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020
Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com
Associate Pastor Dan Doran: pastordansglc@gmail.com
Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com
www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC YouTube Channel – Saving Grace
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