
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, October 19 

Listen 

Leviticus 19:1-2 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I 
the LORD your God am holy. 

Moses lays before the people of Israel all the Ten Commandments. He begins by saying, “Speak 

to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the 

LORD your God am holy.” (Leviticus 19:2) It may scare us that the LORD calls us to be holy, but it 

shouldn’t. Moses continued his address to the Israelites, listing the Commandments as well as 

other ways to be holy before the LORD. The Law of Holiness is not just for select individuals, but 

for all people. The purpose of the Torah (law) is, “to create a holy people which displays its 

consecration to God’s service in normal day-to-day relations of farming, commerce, family 

living, and community affairs.” (Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, My Jewish Learning, Leviticus 19) The 

culmination of Leviticus 19 is verse 18, “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 

any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:18) 

All that we do in this world should center on loving our neighbor as ourself. That is what it 

means to be in a right relationship with God and each other.  

Jesus was asked a lawyer (an expert in the Old Testament Law), “Teacher, which 

Commandment in the law is the greatest? He (Jesus) said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 

22:36-40) This is a summary of the Old Testament Law from Deuteronomy 6:5-9 also called the 

Shema prayer. In this prayer from Deuteronomy we are called to be in a right relationship with 

God. Jesus takes it further to loving your neighbor as yourself, so we will be in a right 

relationship with all people. 

To be holy means to be in a right relationship with God and with all people. It touches every 

aspect of our lives and teaches us to listen to the needs of others and respond in love toward 

them. To do otherwise is not to center one’s life on God/Christ, but to be self-centered. 

Lord, open my heart that I would love you with all my heart, soul, mind and strength and that 

I would love my neighbor as myself. Help me to see when my desires center on my own wants 

and desires and when they are centered on You. Use my life today to draw others to You and 

away from myself. Amen 


