
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

 
Monday, November 23 

Listen 

Isaiah 64:8 

8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 

This passage is found close to the end of the book of Isaiah. Isaiah tells us that God is planning 
to create new heavens and a new earth. Judgement will come to an end and the people of God 
will be like a small child bouncing on the knees of their mother. All their needs will be fulfilled 
by God and we will be free to enjoy his care forever. The verse about the potter sounds very 
nice, but in reality, it is bitter sweet. Our Scripture comes a couple chapters before the final 
judgement and the joy of a bouncing child. The people are pleading to God for mercy. They are 
wrestling with and recognizing the power of God, “O Lord, why do you make us wander from 
your ways and harden our heart, so that we fear you not?” (Isaiah 64:17). This Scripture strikes 
a very important balance. Isaiah is recognizing that all things are under God’s control—even our 
own obedience and faith towards him. But, notice, that this is a question and not an accusation. 
God is not on trial here. Instead, the people of God are reaching out to him with reverence 
asking honest and faithful questions. The judgement that God has brought is disorienting and 
confusing for people starting to call on his name, “We have become like those over whom you 
have never ruled, like those who are not called by your name,” (Is. 64:19). So, in the midst of a 
terrible and tragic situation, the Israelites remember God’s own word to plead for the mercy of 
God. The result is faith. In this moment, they see that God is the potter shaping his people by 
his word. We can learn from the Israelites to forfeit ourselves into the potter’s hands. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Ezekiel. If it helps fill the time answer these 
questions: 

Find out what your name means. Does the meaning agree or disagree with what God says 
about you? (example: Jacob means “deceiver” and Alex means “defender”) 

What have you spent most of your life doing? How did God bring that about? 

 


