
“13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 

until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord 

himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 

trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are 

alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the 

air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these 

words.”    (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

Memorial Day first started as women placed flowers on both Confederate and Union graves to 

remember those who had given their lives for their country. Today, we honor the brave heroes 

of the United States who served our country. On this Memorial Day, there may not be the 

parades and speeches of the past, but we remember the words of James A. Garfield in his 

speech to honor the Civil War dead,  

“I am oppressed with a sense of impropriety of uttering words on this occasion. If silence is ever 

golden, it must be here beside the graves of fifteen thousand men, whose lives were more 

significant than speech, and whose death was a poem, the music of which can never be sung.”  

(James A. Garfield, First Memorial Day Speech at Arlington National Cemetery, 

1868) 

We still honor those who have given their very lives for our freedom. We remember those who 

have gone before us, they will always be an inspiration to us. May their sacrifice never be taken 

for granted in word or deed. 

“We still gather by the graves. Today we gather with hope, “We do not want you to be 

uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as 

others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14) 

The trumpet will sound for all of us. On that day we will see the one in whom we have placed 

our hope, “Jesus Christ” our Lord who “is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 

13:8) May we live in the hope that that Christ has given us. 

Lord Jesus, today we are reminded of those who gave their lives for our freedom. We thank 

you for their lives and the hope and freedom You have given us through Your death and 

resurrection that one day we may be reunited with those who have gone before us in Your 

presence where you make all things new. Amen 


