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“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
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                                                                                           Anyone age 16+ is now eligible to get vaccinated, and it’s 

                                                                                           more important than ever. When more people get  

                                                                                           vaccinated, our community, church, and families are all  

                                                                                           healthier.  This website is where you can find information  

                                                                                           to make a vaccine appointment at their healthcare or  

                                                                                           pharmacy location of choice: http://bit.ly/covidvaccine-ec 

One of the community’s largest clinics at Zorn Arena also has many appointments available. Appointments 
can be booked at: vaccinate.wi.gov or by calling 844-684-1064.  The clinic is open Tuesdays-Saturdays 3-7 
and beginning next week will be open 11am – 7 pm. 

General Covid-19 vaccine information 

• Vaccine is provided at no cost. The vaccine provider may bill the patient’s insurance, but this cost 
cannot be passed on to the patient.  No proof of insurance or citizenship is required. 

• Anyone age 18 and over may get any vaccine type. People aged 16 or 17 may only get Pfizer vaccine 
and need parental consent to get vaccinated. 

• The Eau Claire City-County Health Department website is regularly updated to provide information 
about vaccine safety, effectiveness, and other information. You can view this website 
at bit.ly/covid19vaccine-eauclaire. 

• Additional FAQ information is available here: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-
faq.htm. 

 

If you are having trouble getting a Covid-19 vaccine appointment, don’t use internet, or need a ride to get 
your vaccine, please contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan and they will match you up with someone in the 
congregation willing to help.   

Do you have some words of wisdom or encouragement for our 

new Confirmands or Graduates?  We would love to share these 

with our Youth and in the next newsletter!  Drop a note or email 

Melissa at savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. 
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6So when they had come together, they (the disciples) asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He (Jesus) replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes (angels) stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”   (Acts 1:6-11) 
 
“A man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder--a waif, a nothing, a no man. Have a 
purpose in life, and, having it, throw such strength of mind and muscle into your work as God has 
given you.” 
           (Thomas Carlyle) 
 
When you think about your lives, where do you find purpose. What is the meaning of life? If the joy 
of life is the to be comfortable, without a want in the world. What happens when challenges come 
your way, or things you don’t expect happen. Is it due to some random circumstances or someone 
else’s fault? That’s what I have heard many times throughout my life. I think that explanation rings 
hallow; it comes up empty. Perhaps there is more to life than we see. Perhaps life itself doesn’t 
revolve around “just me.” I think that’s where our lives begin in Christ. Realizing that the world 
doesn’t revolve around ourselves but God, then His Holy Spirit is free to work within us and through 
us. 
 
There are others who try to interpret scripture by going outside of what scripture means. They start 
with a concept of love and change that into what they want it to be. This is not only unorthodox it’s 
very dangerous. I’m not making this up. I heard of a Synod recently doing just that. So, love, rather 
than looking like the love that God gave us through His Son, looked more like the love and peace of 
the 60’s. If you start in the wrong place, you can make God into anything you want Him to be.  
 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church is at a Crossroads. It’s an exciting time to be in the Church. We have 
stood for what we believe in and others took notice. Now we are looking to the future and a place 
we can call home. It will be a place where we can worship with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. The Holy Spirit has been preparing us as a congregation to trust in Christ for all things. 
During this past year we have been reminded that God is in control and that He always provides for 
all of our needs. We know that the new home we will call Saving Grace Lutheran Church isn’t about 
us, it’s about Christ. We know that the Holy Spirit is at work shaping us into the people He desires us 
to be. 
 

Contd. 
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From the Pastor, contd. 
 
How does the Holy Spirit work in our lives? We see the Holy Spirit at work in our lives through (the Holy 
Scriptures) through the pure teaching of the Gospel of Christ, bring repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ to the listener and through the Holy Sacraments; baptism and Holy Communion. This is the 
only place we begin as Confessional Lutherans. Every aspect of our lives begins with faith in Jesus 
Christ. Without faith in Christ, we do not venture to talk about the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. In the 
Formula of Concord even “the church” by its very definition is made up of those who believe in Jesus 
Christ.  
 
“The church is mainly an association of faith and of the Holy Spirit in men’s hearts” The Holy Spirit 
works in the lives of all who are called through the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures to believe in 
Jesus Christ. When this happens, when “God reveals his will in this way, and that in those whom he 
thus calls he will be efficaciously active through the Word so that they may be illuminated, converted 
and saved.” (Book of Concord, Formula of Concord Art. XI, p.612, ¶ 29)  
 
Before Jesus went ascended into heaven, the disciples were wondering about “themselves.” They asked 
Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) They missed the 
point! It was never about an earthly kingdom; it was about a New Mission to be witnesses to the world. 
The Holy Spirit would empower them and make it possible. These last nine years wouldn’t have been 
possible without the movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives and the church. “I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) He’s still at work in and through us today. We have more that’s ahead of us. 
“And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22) 
 
During these next months you will be seeing the plans of what Saving Grace Lutheran Church will look 
like. There may be some changes along the way, but we know that Christ is at work within and through 
us that others might know who Jesus Christ is in the world. We have been blessed in so many ways that 
we may be a blessing to others. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ bless you through the Holy Spirit. 
 
In Jesus Christ our Lord, Pastor David Irgens 
 

In-Person Worship 

We have been working very hard to be sure everyone can worship together in a way they can feel, and will 
be, safe during this unprecedented time where 1 in 670 people in our country have died from Covid-19.  This 
may be livestreamed, TV or Parking Lot or distanced in-person worship.   

To attend in-person PLEASE preregister (for us to monitor numbers and potential contact tracing) on our 
website or call Ruth Hofland, who will take your reservation.  Do this by 6 pm Monday for Wednesday 
services, and 6 pm Friday for Sunday services – even if you plan on volunteering.  First registered, first 
served, and you may be asked to attend a different service if we have our maximum.  We will employ masks, 
social distancing, no singing by the congregation, and extra cleaning to keep this safe for everyone. 

Please attend from home if you are uncomfortable with these guidelines.  We love and care for each member 
in our community and we all miss being together. When we are able to return to our “regular” worship 
together, we want to be sure nobody is missing. 
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     From Pastor Dan                                              

        
 

 

   Pastor Dan Contd. on page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-3- 

 

9 The human mind plans the way, but the LORD directs the steps. 

 -Provers 16:9 

17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 

    and prosper for us the work of our hands— 

    O prosper the work of our hands! 

 -Psalm 90:17 

 

We come back again to another summer. It’s certainly different than last year, isn’t it? Around this time 

last year, it was sinking in that cancellations would have to be made. The plans that we had for vacation, 

to see family, to share meals together would have to be postponed or re-organized. But, this summer, 

we are back to making plans and thinking about what we can do now that we know a little more about 

our situation.  

Here at the church, I’m looking ahead after having celebrated through another Easter season! It was a 

wonderful time full of worship with the people of God, but now, there is a little breathing room to look 

ahead and plan for where God might want to lead us in the coming year. There is really a lot to be 

excited for here at Saving Grace! 

But I won’t list off all those things here…be sure to read the rest of the Newsletter! Instead, I want to 

focus ourselves on God in the middle of all this planning. This Proverb and Psalm are clear to 

communicate that God has the final say in our plans and he’s the one who holds success in the palm of 

his hand.  

Proverbs 16:9 helps us to remember our place in God’s plan. He is the one calling the shots. He is the 

one giving direction. He is the one making the important calls. We have to make plans, or else nothing 

would get done. But we know that we have a God, behind it all, working for our good and for the sake of 

the Gospel. Psalm 90 teaches us how to pray because we know the one who is really at work behind the 

scenes. He is a terrible and awesome God. He is terrible because he is in control of life and death—this 

instills a healthy reverence in us. He is awesome because of his power to create life and live outside of 

time. This is the God we can go to and pray, “prosper the work of our hands!”  

So, enjoy your summers! I pray that the plans you have made can be enjoyed and that we would all get 

that needed time with family and friends. Join us as we look ahead to this next year and ask God to 

direct our steps and prosper the work of our hands. 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 
-4- 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

                                                     Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 

"If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved." Romans 10:9:  

MONTHLY GRATITUDE REFLECTION:  It is always so fulfilling to reflect on all the wonderful blessings our 

Savior graciously provides. This month, I am so thankful for Easter and the promise of eternal life 

through the resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  Each year, I look forward to hearing the beautiful brass 

and singing all my favorite Easter hymns. This time of year has always been a favorite of mine!! The 

music of the season and the message of our risen Lord fills my heart with an overwhelming amount of 

grateful joy!! God is GREAT!! 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR APRIL:   

A special thank you to those who provided special music in April.  We sincerely appreciate their musical 

contribution to our worship services:  April 4 - Pastor Dan Doran; April 11 - Dr. Ben Fraley; April. 18 - 

Kiara Carlson 
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Our Musician Spotlight …  

Hunter Delikowski - Drums 

Hello! My name is Hunter and I’m 23 years old. I’m originally from 

Stevens Point, WI but moved to Eau Claire for my undergraduate 

education I’m Geography and Geology. I’ve been playing music 

since I was 12 and took a special interest in it during high school. 

I currently freelance around the greater Eau Claire area and play 

mostly jazz music. Practicing and playing drums is my favorite 

hobby along with listening to music. Being able to communicate 

a message and project my passion into the drums is a great 

privilege and that I hope to continue fostering for years to come.  

 

 

Invite someone to your “virtual” or Parking Lot church this week!  And don’t 

forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts! 

 



 

 

 

 

Join us on Monday, August 16th, 2021 from 

9 am to 4pm as we “anchor” our faith in 

God! We’ve got a day packed full of Bible 

stories, activities, music, and more planned!  

Registration is via email- just drop Melissa 

an email (savinggraceeducation@gmail.com) 

to RSVP.  RSVP by July 1st so we can plan 

for activities and food.  

 

 

Confirmation Day is May 2nd! 
Confirmation will take place on Sunday, May 2nd at 

the 10am service.  This year we have 4 Confirmands: 

Breanna, Gunnar, Hailey, and Marie.    Please pray for 

them as they continue their faith journey and 

become members of our church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Schedule: 

May 2nd- no class 
May 9th- Classes via Zoom 
May 16th- Classes via Zoom 
May 23rd- End of the year party at the park! 10 am – 11 am Mitscher Park (1013 Mitscher Ave).  

Rain or shine. Please bring a mask to wear when we are inside the building.  Miss Rachel will be joining us 

for music!! 

 
 

Confirmation class continue through May 

for current students: May 5th and May 12th  

 

Illumin8 meets May 19th- 5pm @ Church 

We’re planning a special music time and other fun activities 

to wrap up for the school year.  
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Scrip Sales 
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by 

contacting either Chet or Dale @ 

Chet’s cell:  715-864-3125 or cberkey@centurytel.net 
Dale’s cell:  715-828-5542 or  sfarley44@hotmail.com 

Arrangements can be made with them to pick up in the 
parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -10 am. 

 

YES! We are still having Parking Lot 

Services 
We plan to continue this, as a safe way to 
worship and perhaps include others from the 
neighborhood who may be curious about 
worship.  As the weather improves, we can 
rejoice in our beautiful spring outdoors!   
If you would like to help with ushering and pack-
up help at those services –let the Pastors know 
or just show up! 

Introducing the new Saving Grace Family Group!!! This summer we invite all families to join us as we 
gather together to get to know the families of Saving Grace, have great conversation, and play time for 
the kids. 
 

For the summer we are going to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm.  
 

June 8th: Birch Picnic area in Carson Park 
July 13th: Location TBD 
August 10th: Location TBD 
(We are trying to arrange for some of our older Saving Grace youth to help watch the kids so that parents 
will have an opportunity to converse.) 
 

If you have any questions, please contact either David Cunningham or Melissa Corlett 
(savinggraceeducation@gmail.com). 

 

We are so excited to get this group started, get to know the families of Saving Grace, and have fun!! 
 

Articles for the June/July combined 

newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson via 

email office@saving-gracechurch.com or 

“snail mail” by May 21, 2021. 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: As Christians we are called 

to love and care for our neighbors.  We 

expect you to please wear a mask at all 

times if you are in the church building; 

including the Fellowship Hall, Vestibule, 

Sanctuary, Office and Kitchen.  This applies 

EVEN IF you have been vaccinated. Thank 

you for helping to keep everyone safe! 
 

mailto:cberkey@centurytel.net
mailto:sfarley44@hotmail.com
mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

Building Committee 

New Church Home News! 
 

• Our Contractor and Architects are currently working on a Preliminary Rendering and are in discussion with 
the civil engineer on the pending city approval of tentative building plan. 
 

• The city council will meet and we hope to find out by the next newsletter if we can break ground later this 
year.   
 

• We are working on many ways to save the most money for our congregation and to still have a beautiful 
place to worship in person. 

 

** We are also looking for a group to manage the Capital Campaign  
Please contact a Church Council member to be part of our future!** 

 

• We met again with some committee groups about their wants / needs.  Here is a sampling of the 
suggestions:  Large Sanctuary with aisle, Cry Room, Cabinets, bulletin Board, Mailbox for Committees, 
Suggestion Box, In floor Heat, Energy Saving Strategies, Permanent Canopy over doorway, Sound System 
consult, Stained Glass Windows, Locked Storage for Financial records, plans, etc., Multiple Meeting 
Rooms, Visible Signage, Storm Shelter, Wider Doors, Coat Closet, Family Restrooms, Storage, Basement, 
Playground, Picnic Area, Kitchen, Dining Area, Natural Lighting, Green Space, Steeple, Ample Parking for 
large gatherings.  We are trying to consider as many ideas as are financially feasible.  Some ideas may 
have to be deferred as future projects. 

 
Here’s some of the concerns that have been discussed: 

 
Detached garage for storage of van that is currently being stored offsite for a fee. It is part of our building 
layout.  
 

Outdoor storage for yard/snow management equipment as well as store items like picnic tables. 
 

Perhaps a cement area beside/behind garage to place tables and Picnic/grill area for special occasions in warm 
weather.  
 

Playground. Will work on this - it may not be the first-year plan, but it will happen in our near future 
 

Space with kitchen for Fellowship & Community Functions.  It will be multi-use room, even looking at vaulted 
ceilings 
 

Classrooms that can be reconfigured -every classroom will be multiple purpose until we know how storage will 
work, there will also be a sound-proof divider between two rooms, per Education request, so 2 rooms could be 
larger 1 room.  Would be nice to be able to combine classrooms so moveable walls between for expansion or 
making it smaller vs having to build out bigger rooms and having potential wasted space. 
 

Crying/Nursing room with speakers and/or streaming the service. It will have a one-way window and door. 
 

Dedicated space for choir and/or musicians within sanctuary. Choir will have a room to set up and also the 
sanctuary is being designed per Beth and Pastor David/ Pastor Dan's suggestions 
 

Sacristy near sanctuary for communion prep. We are planning an area, right behind the altar, with fridge & sink 
 

Office space that includes storage space and a small secure area for confidential and archived files.  Julie, Beth, 
Melissa and the Pastors have explained the best layout and storage as well as Secure storage space 
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Building Committee, contd. 
 

 

Secure area for processing donations and script sales.  We want to make sure everyone feels safe and is safe, so 
not out in open area but someplace controlled and monitored. 
 

Basement or storm shelter which could also provide extra storage space, need a space in case of tornado or 
severe storms.  A basement is quite an investment that we have discussed for months with our group and 
multiple contractors. Not sure if it will be in the final plan due to the cost.  If we decide to have a small 10x10 
storage basement, then no elevator is needed per code.  Bathroom and indoor rooms are now built to be used as 
storm shelters to address that concern - similar to what our current building has. 
 

 Wired for network, cameras and streaming on the Internet.  A professional consult is needed to have the best 
Sound System and network for our needs. 
 

Doors to offices need windows in them, this will protect those in the offices against any concerns. We need to 
keep the spaces confidential, safe, and protect the propriety of staff and visitors. 

                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 PRELIMINARY RENDERING 
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Help us document our journey! 
We are still looking for someone (or multiple 

people) to help us take pictures and video of our 

land to document this stage in our journey- the 

building of our church.  If you are interested in 

helping with this project please contact Melissa 

Corlett, savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. 

 

Daily Devotions  

You will find devotions prepared by your 
Pastors and church staff each day in May on 
our website http://saving-gracechurch.com/ 

and on our Facebook page.  We’ll take a break 
for the Summer, so be sure to pick up your 

“Christ in Our Home” or “Daily Bread” 
Devotionals available at church services and in 

the vestibule. 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
http://saving-gracechurch.com/


 

 
 

2021 General Operating as of March 31 
Donations: $90,334.71 
Expenses: $125,470.43 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis in 
the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or 
remembrance are always important and very much 
appreciated. 
 

 

“Flowers” For Easter  
(Capital Campaign) 

Don & Marjorie Hartwig 

M: Family & Friends who have gone before us 

Roger & Kris Wiltgen 

Praising God for our Salvation & all His Goodness! 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Barb Medford:  Wilson & Arlyss Lund, 
Chris Heacox, Joe & Judy Rebuffatti 

In Memory of Verlyn Kirchhoff:  Family & Friends 

In Memory of Virginia Nelson:  Allan & Ruth Hofland, 
George & Sandy Nelson 

In Memory of Roger & Derik Albertson:  Joan 
Albertson 

In Memory of Chris Anger:  Wilson & Arlyss Lund, Cindy 
Joy Fischer 

In Memory of son Tyler Heikes: Jolee Delmonte & 
Steve Bianchi 

In Honor & Gratitude of new granddaughter Madilynn 
Grace:  Kevin & Nancy Balash 
 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Lee Mathson:  Mike & Jane Brown 

In Memory of Judy Harting:  Brenda Marlow 

In Memory of Sonia Sorenson: Jerald & Shelley 
Sorenson 

In Memory of Barb Medford:  Bob & Pam Bee, Paul & 
Patty Dundas 

In Memory of Chris Anger:  Bob & Pam Bee 

In Memory of Vic & Nettie Kopp:  Steve & Connie 
Smith 

 

 

 

 

Capital Campaign Balance as of April 21: 
$498,888.81 

                                                                        

 

Confirmation started on Wednesday, September 

23rd. We meet on Wednesdays at 5:00 via Zoom. 

Each class session goes from 5pm-7pm. We start 

the class with our lesson for the day, have a quick 

break, and then gather together again online to 

watch the Wednesday night service.  

We have many exciting changes to the program this 

year including 2 new curriculum books! 

Due to Covid-19, we are moving Confirmation from 

Reformation Sunday to Sunday, May 2nd. Watch for 

more information closer to the date.  
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Television Fund 

In Memory of Judy Harting (our Thursday 
morning cookie lady):  Arnie & Irene Johnson 

In Memory of Stella Meyers: M.A. & Diane 
Folstad, Bob & Bea Frazee, Arnie & Irene Johnson 

In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Ron Farmer 

In Memory of Barb Medford:  Gloria Porter, 
Ronald & Vicki Anderson, Juanita & Jerry 
Rosenberg, Mary Seidling & Family, Dale & 
Sharon Anderson, Patricia Prissel, Evelyn 
Kinderman, Harvey & Carol Baumbach, Arnie & 
Irene Johnson 

Sunday School 

In Memory of Chris Anger:  Judy Tulgren 

 

 

Save the Date!   

Blood Drive @ Saving Grace on 

June 14th!  12-6 pm 



   
 
   Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

In April:  Monthly gifts went to Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 
 

Thank you notes were received from Community Table and an amazing thank you from Restoring Hope 
Transplant House.   
 

Pastor Dan attended the March meeting of We Care Eau Claire. The coalition of Eau Claire churches provides 
back-to-school supplies for students.  In 2020 they served 1449 kids from 614 families in 31 schools. They are 
planning an event for August 16th and are encouraging volunteers to help out. This year they hope to help with 
teacher supplies as well.  We have decided to join this group and will watch for opportunities to participate.  
 

We are giving a donation to another organization that assists families of organ donors/recipients and that is the 
Gift of Life Transplant House in Rochester, MN.  In 2018, 4,625 hours were donated by volunteers, and 2,300 
evening meals served by volunteer organizations. 
 

The mission of the L.E. Phillips Career Development Center is to be a viable business enterprise as a means to 
provide meaningful and appropriate vocational services and employment opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities or disadvantages.  A member of our congregation participated in their online video.  We are gifting 
them a check to support the CDC programs & services. 
 

A gas scrip card and a check are going to “Sofas for Service” for their support of Veterans. 
 

DONATIONS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU: 
 

www.soles4souls.org  Soles 4 Souls gives new and gently used footwear to people worldwide. 
 

www.booksforsoldiers.com  and www.operationpaperback.org  Books for Soldiers and Operation Paperback let 
you ship your books directly to service members with your reading tastes. 
 

FOOD BANK DONATION TIPS 

• Seeds are great in spring & summer because growing can be easy for some. 

• Dishwashing Detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated   

• Cake mixes and Frosting make it possible to make a child’s birthday cake 
 

GIFT OF LIFE TRANSPLANT HOUSE WISH LIST: 
(if you are making a trip to Rochester, the address is 705 second St.  SW, Rochester, MN 55902) 

• Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Facial Tissues 

• $30 for a guest room night 

•  Forever postage stamps 

• Ziploc bags, assorted sizes, Wrapped Candy 

• Gift Cards to Wal-Mart, Target, or Hy-Vee  

• Liquid hand soap (large refill bottles), Liquid dish soap, Hand Sanitizer refills 

• Scrubbing Bubbles, Soft Scrub,  

• Regular & Decaffeinated coffee 
 
 
We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions. 
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Sofas for Service Annual Report 
(Many of our members support this organization-here is a recap of their 2020 report) 

2020 was another year of growth and another record year for “Sofas for Service” (SFS), nearly doubling the 

number of Veterans served from 2019, with 82 served including 63 beds purchased at a discount from PM Sleep 

Center.  We carried over $8,336.81 in our general fund, $4,236.21 in our bed fund and $77.51 in petty cash from 

2019.  Our total expenses for 2020 were $27,447, and we provided an average of $600 worth of services per 

Veteran.  Twenty volunteers logged 2583 hours and 15,682 miles on vehicles.  Our proposed budget for 2021 is 

$45,000 as we anticipate an approximately 75-100% increase in the number of Veterans we will be serving.   

Our goal is to serve Veterans within 2 weeks of receiving the OK to deliver their request, and we met this goal in 

over 93% of the requests.  We have served veterans in WI, MN, IL, SD, and soon IA.  We strive to make it as easy 

as possible for the Veterans to acquire household furnishings free of charge with as little bureaucracy or red tape 

as possible.  As an all-volunteer organization, 100% of our resources are used directly to maintain our mission and 

serve our Veteran Heroes.   

Despite being unable to hold our annual fundraiser, we were blessed with the generosity of the general public, 

groups, and several corporations as well as Saving Grace Lutheran Church. Our founder was also recognized by 

the Red Cross with the “Red Cross Military Heroes” award.  We continue to review our assets and funds (we’re 

purchasing a new and larger 7’X16’ trailer that will sport graphics and allow us to load for multiple deliveries in a 

single trip thereby conserving resources) that our benefactors have generously entrusted to us. 

Pete Hestekin, President/Founder, Sofas for Service, Inc. 

 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701       

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager:  
office@saving-gracechurch.com 

Melissa Corlett, Education Director: 
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
                                               Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com      
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In May 

The rain that’s falling soft and slow 

Has set the tulip bed aglow, 

A flaming mass of color. 

And oh, the yellow and the red 

Against the blackness of the bed- 

The garden seems enchanted. 

 

And how the tiny rose leaves shine, 

So new and wet, and on the vine 

A tiny yellow warbler. 

And in my heart I bend my knee 

To Him who made such things to be- 

So exquisite and tender. 

-Alice Baker 
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