
          May 2020 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

Devotionals Continued! 

As I am sitting down to write this news article, I found out that the “Safer at Home” order has been extended to 

May 26th. We knew this was a very likely possibility and so we have been planning on ways to continue to involve 

you all in the ministry of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. We decided before Easter Sunday that we would 

continue to write daily devotionals for our congregation and anyone who’s interested in reading online. Being in 

God’s word together is a significant way to maintain a connection with others in the congregation. I encourage 

you to start up a conversation with someone when something from a devotional sticks out to you!  

 You will be able to find the latest devotionals on our website (saving-gracechurch.com) and on our Facebook 

page. If you don’t happen to be tech savvy, reach out and ask someone what the devotional was about for that 

day. If you are tech savvy, reach out to someone and tell them what the devotion was about for that day! 

Similar to the season of Lent, our daily devotionals will lead you and prepare you for worship on Sunday. By 

staying connected in this way, you will have a deeper understanding of the Scripture that is being focused on 

during a given weekend. We continue to consider ways to foster a ministry that is “Safer at Home,” but still a 

blessing to you all. 
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A newsletter for members & friends 

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

 
Do you have a favorite hymn you would like to sing 

during worship?  Something new or an old favorite? 

We are taking requests!  Email the songs you would like 

to hear included to Office@saving-gracechurch.com. 

Put song requests in the subject line. 

We’ll use as many of these requests during our worship 

services as we can.  Stay tuned to hear your favorites! 

We are all sad we can’t worship in person – 

but isn’t it great to know when you watch a 

live stream worship service (or the TV 

Broadcast) you ARE worshipping with your 

church family AND so many new visitors all 

at the same time!   

We want to share some numbers with you:  

In the last week, there were 1114 visits to 

our website, 503 visiting our live stream 

worship, In the last 30 days there were 

7180 visits to our site, 3099 on live stream 

worship!  Continue to visit, invite your 

friends, and pray we will soon meet some 

of these visitors in person! 

mailto:Office@saving-gracechurch.com
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9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were 
not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. (1 Peter 2:9-10) 
 
There was a pastor that went to a nursing home to visit people from his church. He had been visiting them for 
some time and wanted to see if they were doing alright. He stopped by one of his parishioner rooms, Clara to 
see how she was doing. She was sharp as a tack and always had a good comeback. You couldn’t pull anything 
over on Clara. “Hello Clara.” He said. “Do you remember who I am?” She replied smartly, “If you can’t 
remember who you are, you can ask anyone of the staff, they’ll know.” Only if there were more people like 
Clara. There may be times when we wonder who we are.  
 
As I sit down to re-write this Monthly Newsletter article for what seems like the tenth time, I was struck by 
the similarities between now and 7 years ago. On April 28th seven years ago people had asked themselves 
what was really important? Who they are and what is our identity? We realized that it wasn’t where we 
worshiped, but who we are in Christ. 
 
Identity is largely concerned with the question: “Who are you? What does it mean to be who you are? Jesus 
reminds us who we are, what He has called us to be and how he still works in our lives, giving us a purpose. 
Why is it that no matter what personal experiences you have in live, Jesus has a way of radically changing 
people who follow Him? 
 
God says, “Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep 
of his pasture.” (Psalm 100:3) Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep.” (John 10:11) “I know my own and my own know me.” (John 10:14) Paul reminds us we “are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,” (1 Peter 2:9) he reminds us of our identity 
in Christ. We were created with a purpose, “that we may proclaim the mighty acts of Him who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (ibid) This changes everything. 
 
He has placed His Holy Spirit within us so that wherever we are we may know that Christ is with us. He 
reminds us that we are His temple so others might know who Christ is. He reminds us of our identity as a child 
of God, one of the sheep of His pasture, who listens to Him that we may proclaim what He has done. There is 
no greater privilege that to be in the Creator’s service. You are His! 
 
LORD, remind us daily that you have called us Your own children and to follow You. You have given us our 
identity that we may live with a purpose to tell others who You are. Guide us today to be used by You for Your 
glory. Amen 
 
God Bless and keep you in His care through Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Pastor David Irgens 
 



 

 

           From Pastor Dan 
 

 

 

16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 

with power through his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted 

and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

-Ephesians 3:16-19 

 

I’ve always hated moving. I don’t like change and moving involves a lot of change. Back in the college and 

seminary days it was normal to move twice a year. Students move to campus at the beginning of the school year, 

then at the end they move back home for the Summer. Even with all that moving, I was able to lay down roots 

there.  

Here’s something that’s tough about growing up: change. I was comfortable at Seminary and had friends and 

mentors that I loved. But as I came to the end of my time at Trinity, I felt like a tree being ripped out of the 

ground and shaken out so that I could be planted somewhere else. At one point one of my best friends got 

married. Then, another left the program to pursue a career in law enforcement. Some of my friends graduated 

before I did. And then, my favorite professor and friend retired after a short tenure of only a couple years (the 

first class he taught was the first class I took at Seminary). 

I remember that first day of my last year there. I was walking along the sidewalk that ran next to the pond. It was 

a walk I’d taken many times before from my apartment on campus. Except this time, I didn’t have any friends 

walking with me. I remember that day because it was the day I realized that Trinity no longer felt like home. God 

was preparing me to move on from my time at Trinity and look ahead to what’s next. 

No matter how much change happens in our life there is one constant. Christ dwells in our hearts through faith 

and we are being rooted and grounded in love no matter how much we feel life is unrooting us from what’s 

comfortable. This is what God is doing. He is the gardener that’s preparing our roots, our soil, for a heavenly, 

eternal home. Could it be that he has transplanted many of us during this time to give our roots more space to 

grow? Whatever he’s doing, we can know that it is for the good of those who love him.  

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

 

Pastor Dan 
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                                              “Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 

My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast, I will sing and make music. Psalm 57:7 

Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.  Then it was said among the nations, “The 

LORD has done great things for them.” Psalm 126:2  

 

 

Planning for virtual worship during our “safer at home” time has truly brought about some changes in how we 

provide music at Saving Grace.  At the present time, we sincerely miss the sound of our full worship bands, the 

special music shared by our adult choir, the Sunday school children, and other individuals, as well as the sound of 

a full congregation singing at worship. Although it has been necessary to make changes, we remain steadfast in 

God and continue to sing and make music. I am so thankful to all our musicians who have been keeping music 

alive at Saving Grace during this time of social distancing. A big thank you to Kayla Shoemaker, Kyle Reinke, Kiara 

Carlson, Sarah Plum, Heidi Joosten, Pastor Dan, and Pastor David for their continued blessing of music through 

worship music and special music.  

During this time, I encourage you to embrace music as food for your soul.  I have created a playlist of hymns 

(both traditional and contemporary) on YouTube for you to listen to as well as sing along with.  You may access 

the playlist in three different ways: 

● Link to playlist (simply click this if you are reading a digital copy of the newsletter) 

● Type the following url on your internet browser: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoyn3sQLaozTLHF__ISg9vAjN5wDPI9fj 

● Go to YouTube.com and search Beth Joosten. Once you find my channel, click “Playlists”, and you will see 

the Saving Grace Song List playlist. 

 

My prayer is that we can all join together in song very soon!! Until then, make a joyful noise from your home and 

stay safe and healthy. 
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We're not missing a beat with our youth during this time of staying at home! In 
March, all of our Sunday School kids received bags with activities, crafts, and more. 
A family Facebook page was created for the kids and their families to be engaged in 
Sunday School lessons even though we aren't able to meet. At the beginning of 
April we launched a new page on the Saving Grace website just for Sunday 
School @ Home. There is a link for each Sunday School class. The links are part of a 
Google Slides presentation that contains lesson videos, music, crafts, stories, and 
more. The files are updated weekly. On Maundy Thursday we had our first online 
Sunday School class. It was great! We are going to continue with Sunday School 

classes online Sundays at 9:30 for Prek-3rd grade and 10:30 for 4th through 6th grade. 
 

Confirmation classes were on a break during Lent and resumed Thursday, April 16th, in an online class.  The 
Lord's Prayer confirmation books were dropped off at each youth's home in March and in April the next book, 
The Sacraments, was mailed to each student.  
 

We will continue to have online Sunday School and Confirmation classes through May. 

 

                
 
 

             LCMC Youth Event: Called 2 Love 
Unfortunately, the LCMC's Called 2 Love event has been 
cancelled for this year. We are looking for other options.  
 

Illumin8: 

We will have an online meeting in May. Date and details 

will be sent via email. 
 

 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School 2020!  
 

This year's VBS is going to be jam packed with WILD activities and is guaranteed to be a 
ROAR-ing good time!  While we’re still not sure we can meet, we are moving ahead, 

planning, and may have to be flexible.  At this time VBS will be: 
 

Sunday, June 21st through Wednesday, June 24th from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 
 

Vacation Bible School is offered free of charge and is open to all Sunday School age children. Bring a friend! 
Registration forms can be found on the Sunday School @ Home page on the church website.  Email completed 
forms to savinggraceeducation@gmail.com  
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Confirmation is back! 
Thursdays 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Check your email for the Zoom 
meeting link. 

 

 
Sunday School is back in session- at home! 

Join us Sunday mornings for Sunday School!!  

9:30 am: Preschool through 3rd grade 

10:30 am: 4th through 6th grade 

*Parents check your email for the Zoom 

meeting link.  
 

Can't make it to the Sunday School @ Home 

class, no problem. Visit the church website, 

look for the Sunday School @ Home tab, then 

click on your child's class to see what we 

talked about. (links are updated weekly) 

http://saving-gracechurch.com/sunday-school-
home 

 
 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
http://saving-gracechurch.com/sunday-school-home
http://saving-gracechurch.com/sunday-school-home


 

 
 

2020 Giving through April 24th: 

$136,365 

Expenses through April 24th: 

$165,434 
 

Assets: 

General Operating Account: $85,615 
Legacy/Reserve Account: $75,376 

Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign: 
  $328,761 

Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6956 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance are always 
important and very much appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Ruth Irgens:  Bev Nelson, Stan & 

Jean Brettingen 

In Honor of Pastor Dave & Pastor Dan:  Kim & 

Rita McCarty 

In Memory of the 5th Anniversary of David 

Nelson’s death:  Beverly Nelson 

 

 

As of April 24, $592,378 has been pledged 

to the Capital Campaign,  

with an additional $98,173 non-pledge 
money in the Capital Campaign Account.    
 
 

 
Shopping on Amazon?  Support Saving Grace by going 

to smile.amazon.com and register for Saving Grace 

Lutheran Church.  Same Amazon, same prices, same 

Prime (if you have it), but a small percentage of dollars 

you spend are donated directly to the church. 

Do you have a prayer request?  

Please email your request to 

office@saving-gracechurch.com and 

indicate if it is a confidential request, or 

you would like it included on the prayer 

chain and in the worship service 

Articles for the June newsletter are due to 

Julie Atkinson via email office@saving-

gracechurch.com by May 18. 

 

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world 

would go to pieces, I would still plant my 

apple tree.” 

“Unto him who is able to keep us from 

falling, and lift us from the dark to the 

bright mountain of hope, from the 

midnight of desperation to the daybreak 

of joy, to him be power and authority for 

ever and ever.” 

“Everything that is done in this world is 

done by hope.” 

-Martin Luther 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com
mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 
         
                  

                 

 

 

 

 

 

             Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. 
Call or email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com 

and Julie will pass along your suggestions. 
   

A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor David or 

Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 

 

                                     Thank you for your continuing support of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. Your gifts make    

                                            a difference. They allow us to stream live the Sunday Worship services at 8:30 am and  
                                            10:00 am on Sunday Morning as well as the 6:15 pm Worship Service on Wednesday. 

They also allow us to continue to reach out to our Community through our Television Broadcast on WQOW 

Channel 18 every Sunday Morning at 10:00 am for those who can’t stream us live. Last Sunday, April 26, 2020, 

690 people visited our Website to stream our Live Stream Broadcast. There are even more who are tuning us in 

on Sunday Mornings. 

We continue to reach out beyond our walls and encourage people during this extraordinary time of trying to curb 

the transmission of COVID-19 through Live Streaming our Worship Services, Social Distancing and limiting the 

contact we have with others. We have continued our Daily Devotions on our Website http://saving-

gracechurch.com/home (half way down the Webpage), to help us grow together during this unprecedented time. 

Thank you for all of your support and prayers as we walk together growing in the knowledge and understanding 

of how Christ still reaches out to us today, ministering to our hearts in times of need.  

If you haven’t had the opportunity you can send your gifts to Saving Grace Lutheran Church, 2124 EastRidge 

Center, Eau Clarie, WI 54701 or sign up for Simply giving on our Website at http://saving-gracechurch.com/giving. 

Thank you for keeping us in your prayers and thoughts.         In Christ, Pastor David Irgens 

7 

  
Even though we had to cancel our Blood Drive at 
our church site, you can give blood at Red Cross 
centers in the Eau Claire area.  The Red Cross has 
many measures in place for you to safely give 
blood. There is a huge need and donations are 
down – so if you can give, please – you could save 
a life!  An appointment is needed. Go to the Red 
Cross website or call 1-800-RED CROSS (800-733-
2767) to schedule your appointment today! 

 

Invite someone to your “virtual” church this week!  We can still share our community and faith – 

even if we can’t be present in-person!  Don’t forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts! 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com
http://saving-gracechurch.com/home
http://saving-gracechurch.com/home
http://saving-gracechurch.com/giving


 

Updating Our Contact Information 

We’ve had a dedicated crew of people calling each of our members on the telephone to “check in” and keep us all 

connected.  One thing we’ve learned making these calls is that we still need to update some member information! 

Have you cancelled your landline and are only using a cell phone?  Have you moved recently?  Please update the 

church office with your information.  As we learn information from these calls, I’ve been updating our database to 

be as current as possible – but we need your help.  Ideally, email me at office@saving-gracechurch.com with 

changes, as there isn’t anyone at church to answer the phone right now.  We want to stay connected! 

A reminder, we are calling every member of the church, so if your caller ID shows an unfamiliar name or number it 

may be one of your church family.  Please listen to your messages and call back if you can so we know you are OK!  
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House Blessing 

Our home stands on holy ground 

For you Lord Jesus are Lord of all. 

Come abide here and dwell with us, always. 

We worship you. 

Our home will be a place of sanctuary, 

For you Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace. 

Come sit at our tables, we invite you in, our 

friend. 

We commune with you, every day. 

Our home will be a dwelling of grace, 

Because you Lord Jesus, King of Kings. 

Come forgive us, 

Moment by moment and deep to deep. 

We are safe, we draw near. 

Our home will be a house of promise, 

Because you Lord Jesus, Almighty One. 

For you rose again and now heaven awaits 

us. 

Thank you, our home is always in you. 

2020 Church Council 

Kevin Balash, President 
Stan Brettingen, Vice President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 
Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund, 

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin, 
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright, 

Michelle Otto 
                                                                                                         

For contact information, please refer to  
your Church Directory or contact the 

Church Office via email. 
 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 

Rosie & Rick Nelson 
M: Merrol S. Nelson 

 

Allison & Ashley Otto 
M: Our Grandpa John Setzer  

 

Michelle Otto & Family 
M: John Setzer 

 

Sharon Risberg 
H: Our Great Pastors 

 

Karen & Dave Roholt 
M: Parents Harvey & Dorothy Pederson, 

Gordie & Jane Roholt 
 

Lori Roholt & Lisa Lukis 
H: 45th Wedding Anniversary of Karen & 

Dave Roholt 
 

John & Nancy Skoug 
M: Gilbert Gingras 

 

Catherine Setzer 
M: John Setzer 

 

John Setzer Jr. & Family 
M: John Setzer 

 

June Sieg 
M: Husband Larry Sieg 

 

Nancy Spehle 
M: Ron Spehle 

 

Marian Spoolhoff 
 

John & Lucille VanBeek 
M: Our Parents 

 

Roger & Kris Wiltgen 
H: Our Mother Joyce Nelson 

 

The Wrights 
M: John D. Wright, George & Laura Linley, 

Dorothy Schmitt, Shirley P> Wright 
Litchfield 

 

Thank You! 
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The following members purchased 
flowers for our Sanctuary or made a 

donation to the Capital Building Fund 
this Easter In Honor Of (H) or Memory 

Of (M) Of loved ones: 
 

Kenneth Boigenzahn 
M: Parents  

 

Ruth Casper 
M: Roger Casper 

 

Deb Christner & Family 
M: John Setzer 

 

Margaret Crandell 
M: Russell Crandell 

 

Audrey Doll 
M: Mom & Dad Marjorie & Irving 

Christopher Sr., Brothers Jackie, Irving 
Jr. & Kermy Christopher 

 

Clarice Erickson 
M: Husband John Erickson 

 

Dale & Sherry Farley 
M: Parents Dale & Irene Farley, 

Gordon & Pearl Christman 
 

Doug & Barb Hillestad 
M: Jack & Mary McCord, Aubrey & 

Sylvia Hillestad 
 

Steve & Jane Lee 
M: Father Gilbert Gingras 

 

Larry & Sandy McClean 
M: Our Son Scott 

 

Beverly Nelson 
M: David Nelson 



 

Freedom makes a huge requirement of every human being. With freedom comes responsibility. – 
Eleanor Roosevelt 

On Memorial Day, I don’t want to only remember the combatants. There were also those who 
came out of the trenches as writers and poets, who started preaching peace, men and women who 
have made this world a kinder place to live. – Eric Burdon 

Those who have long enjoyed such privileges as we enjoy forget in time that men have died to win 
them. – Franklin D. Roosevelt 

A man’s country is not a certain area of land, of mountains, rivers, and woods, but it is a principle 
and patriotism is loyalty to that principle. – George William Curtis 

As America celebrates Memorial Day, we pay tribute to those who have given their lives in our 
nation’s wars. – John M. McHugh 

A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.  

 – Joseph Campbell 

Who sows virtue reaps honor. – Leonardo da Vinci 

Patriotism is supporting your country all the time, and your government when it deserves it. 

 – Mark Twain 

Veterans are a symbol of what makes our nation great, and we must never forget all they have 
done to ensure our freedom. – Rodney Frelinghuysen 

Our flag does not fly because the wind moves it. It flies with the last breath of each soldier who 
died protecting it. – Unknown 

  
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace  
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