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A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

May 2019 

 

The call committee has been reviewing 
applicants and has identified those for first 
interviews. This will hopefully happen in early 
May. It is much appreciated if you will continue 
to keep the applicants, the committee and our 
church in your prayers.   

Articles for the June newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by May 20. 

Thrift Sale   

The Saving Grace Spring Thrift Sale will be on 
Saturday June 8th from 9am-2pm.  Start your spring 
cleaning now and plan to bring in your treasures for 
donation during the week of June 2nd.   Please price 
and sort your donations if you are able.  No TV, 
phones, computers please.  

This sale takes lots of work.  Schedule in some time 
now to come help us set up or work on the day of the 
sale. All proceeds from the thrift sale benefit the 
church!   

Thank you for donating and participating. 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

Begins AFTER Memorial Day 

Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:00 am 

No Wednesday Worship 

Mother's Day Celebration! 
Please join us on Sunday, May 12th for our annual 
Mother's Day Celebration! The JAM/TREC children 
will be performing a mini program at both services 
and there will be a special Muffins with Mom 
fellowship time at 9:30 am. We also have a little 
gift for all women in the congregation. We hope to 
see you there! 

                                   The Reading Club meets every 

                                   second Tuesday of the month in 

                                   the Meeting room at church for 

lively and interesting discussion and fellowship.  We 

bring in books, newspaper articles and magazine 

stories that we find interesting to share and discuss as 

a group.  Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 

14 @ 1:30 pm.  Bring something in to discuss or just 

bring yourself!  All are welcome! 
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“9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 

12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to 
our God forever and ever! Amen.””      (Revelation 7:9-12) 

 

Five-year-old Brian had a pivotal verse to recite in an Easter program: “He is not here, he is risen” (Luke 
24:6). Unfortunately, he could not remember what to say, and the director had to quietly remind him of his 
line. He then confidently grabbed the microphone and triumphantly shouted, “He’s not here; He’s in 
prison!” 
 
Little Brian was only five years old, it’s ok that he didn’t get it right. Sometimes we don’t understand what 
we hear. One day we’ll stand in God’s presence and there we will give Him honor and praise. “Salvation 
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:10) On that day we will be 
in awe of who God is and we will give thanks to Christ for what He has done. 
 
In this life, Christ calls us to give thanks to God for all He provides and sends us to tell others what He has 
done. It is incredible that Jesus would trust us to tell other about the one thing that gives meaning to this 
life and the life to come. It’s a big responsibility and yet Jesus comes into out busy lives and gives us peace. 
In John 20:21 Jesus says, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” In Matthew 28:18-
19 Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  
 
In 2,000 years the Great Commission is still the same today, as it was the day it was given to the disciples. 
He sends us into the world to tell others that Jesus Christ is, “the way, and the truth and the life.” (John 
14:6) He is the resurrection and the life. Whoever believe in me, though he die, yet shall he live. (John 
11:25) There’s no better news than that. 
 

At times we may feel like a five-year-old who just can’t get it right, it’s okay. We shouldn’t ever be ashamed 
of what Christ has done. He is there to help us every step of the way. One day we will join the multitude in 
heaven (that no one could count) and we will sin praise to what God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit has done. 
He’s still working in the lives of others today and we are called to be a part of it. 

 
May God bless you this as we walk with Him, 
 
In Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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By Steph Poeschel, Education Director 

JAM/TREC  (2 & 3 year olds and 4K-6th grade) 

We are getting ready for another exciting month in JAM and TREC as we prepare for Mother’s Day! We are working on projects for 
our moms as well as a small program for both 8:30 and 10:30 services. This is one of our favorite programs each year and we all 
love having muffins with our moms too! Confirmation wraps up on Wednesday, May 22nd until fall. May 19th is our last day of JAM/
TREC until fall as well! Thank you to all the teachers for their hard work and dedication to our youth education program here at 
Saving Grace! Come on out on the 19th and help us thank them! 

May 5th – Mother’s Day Program Preparation 

May 12th – Mother’s Day Program & Muffins w/Mom during Fellowship 

May 19th – Teacher Appreciation & Secret Pal Reveal during Fellowship  

 

ILLUMIN8  (7th—12th grades) 

While JAM and TREC are wrapping their year up, we are gearing up for some of our busiest months in Illumin8! We are getting 
ready for our local mission work, Called2Serve, in June as well as helping to plan and volunteer at VBS in July. We are looking for 
anyone who needs any work done in their home or yard or knows of anyone who could use a little help. Even if it’s someone who is 
ill and could use some prepared meals or a non-profit that needs some help in some way or another. Please contact the church 
office or Stephenie Poeschel to give information about your needs or the needs of someone you know. We love helping out!  

We are also looking for volunteers to help out with VBS this summer. It will run July 15 & 16, with a kick-off pool party for everyone 
Sunday evening July 14th, and we need help in LOTS of areas to make it a success! Contact the office or Stephenie to put your 
name on our helper’s list. 

 

Exciting News for our Youth! 

Last year, our youth decided that they wanted to do something special with their offering. It has taken some time to get the details 
worked out and to build up their offerings each Sunday to be ready to launch their plan, but I am very excited to tell you we have 
gotten it underway! With the weekly JAM/TREC offerings as well as an offering that will be taken at each Illumin8 meeting and 
event, the youth of Saving Grace are sponsoring a child through Compassion International! The little girl God sent to us through a 
conference this year is named Nalinya Jorpoe and we are asked to call her Saowanee. She will be 2 years old in June and is 
adorable.  Our youth are excited about being able to send her letters and watch her grow as we support her the best way we can. 
We also ask that everyone join us in praying for Saowanee and her family. If you are interested in hearing more about our 
sponsorship or supporting Saowanee with us, please contact Stephenie Poeschel.  

 

Steph’s Thoughts for May... Forgive and Forget... 

Have you ever done something you knew was wrong and then ended up feeling terrible the next day? I think we’ve all done that. A 
lot of the time we knew it was wrong and we knew we shouldn’t do it, but we did it anyway! Have you ever hurt someone by 
accident doing something you knew you shouldn’t? Maybe you said something mean to your sister or brother and their feelings got 
hurt?  When you say you are sorry, do you really mean it? Do they say it’s okay? Do they forget about it and never bring it up 
again? We are all human and often times forgiving isn’t too hard, but forgetting sure is! God isn’t like us humans. When he forgives, 
he forgets! It’s amazing! Did you know that your parents make mistakes too? It’s a secret most parents don’t like to get out but it’s 
true! We do our very best to make sure our children are safe and cared for and guided in a direction that we feel is right. As 
parents, we need to ask God to help our children forgive us when we make mistakes too. It is a lot of pressure to put on a child to 
never upset or let our parents down- make sure your children are forgiven and that their mistakes are forgotten and they will feel 
secure, safe, and loved!  

Prayer: “Lord, thank you for my parents. Thank you for giving your son so that I could make mistakes in life and still be forgiven and 
saved. Please help me show my parents how much they are loved and appreciated! Thank you for loving and forgiving me. In Your 
name we pray, Amen.” 
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Our homebound church members would love 
to receive a greeting from  members of their 
church family.  We will have an address list 
available in the office if you wish to send an 
Easter card or make a visit.  If you or someone 
you know should be added to this list, please  
contact the church office. 

 “Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places 
you shop every day.  They don’t cost you 
extra, but the church gets a percentage of 
each one you purchase.  Use scrip for your 
everyday purchases (groceries, gas, 
restaurants, department & big box stores, 
etc.) or for gifts.  As of  April 22: 

YTD Rebates:  $3683            
Scrip Balance: $29,410 

Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday  
services and in the office Monday-Thursday.  

 
Men of Saving Grace 

SOUP, SANDWICH & SCRIPTURE:  All men are 
invited to join “Three S” (Soup, Sandwich & 
Scripture) at twelve noon on Fridays for great 
soup and inspiring spiritual conversation.  Our 
last gathering for the season will be on May 
24th, then we’ll start up again in the Fall. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Join us @ 7:30 on Saturday 
mornings year ‘round for breakfast & fellowship.   

The Good News & Jail Ministry 
The group will have its annual Spring Banquet at 
the Florian Gardens on Monday, May 6th @ 6:30 
pm.  See Richard Carlson for details and to sign 

up for this event. 

First Quarter (January  - March  2019) 

General Operating Income: $104,296 

General Operating Expenses:  $101,602 

This is approximately $762 a week 
behind our projected budget in 
anticipation of hiring an Associate 
Pastor. 

Exchange Account Income: $10,367 

Exchange Account Expenses: $10,504 

 

SGLC 
    RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday, July 1, 12-6 pm 

If you have donated blood before May 5th, you will 
be eligible to donate on July 1st!  If you plan to do a 
double red cell donation, there is a 112-day 
requirement between donations. Mark your 
calendars now and plan to donate or volunteer.  
You can help save a life! 

Like Pie & Ice Cream? Want a New TV? 
Mark your calendars! 

Annual Pie & Ice Cream Social AND Raffle 
Thursday June 27th 

4:00 – 7:00 pm 
 

                     Win a 55” TV in the raffle! 
Food & Raffle tickets available soon. 
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Glad you asked: 

     If you have an idea, for either the church or 
   the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question, 
   either write it down (can be anonymous)  
   and put in the Idea/Question box outside  
   the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens  or a  
   Staff member.  We’ll get your answer  or    
   share as many ideas as we can each month. 

Join us for a delicious spaghetti dinner made by 
the SG Men on Saturday, May 4 from 4-7:00 pm. 

All proceeds will benefit “Sofas for Service” to 
help provide furniture and household items for 

Veterans in need.    

Tickets are $10 for Adults, $5 for 12 & under and 
take-out will be available.  There will also be a  
silent auction—including an “official” Green Bay 
Packers 2018 team autographed football!  Tickets 
will be available in the church office during the 
week, and will be sold before/after worship 
services beginning in early April.  If you have items 
for the silent auction, would like to donate, 
volunteer, know a Veteran in need, or just have 
questions, contact Pete Hestekin @ 715-309-9663 
or the church office. 

                              

                                           We are wrapping up our   
                                    singing year” in Joyful Noise  
                                    Choir.  We will be performing 
                two Sundays in May and then will break 
for summer. Look forward to our year-end party 
at the beginning of June (date TBD).  The choir is 
always looking for new members for the fall so 
please contact any choir member if you are 
interested. We have a lot of fun in a laid-back 
environment and are always welcoming of new 
additions to the fun! 

                        Thank you to the following 
                        teacher volunteers who  
                       led our Sunday School and   
taught our children  to love the Lord this 
year.  You’re the best! 

   Chris Leland             Serene Grace Timp 

   Ashley Otto            Allison Otto 

   Melissa Corlett       Tracey Samuelson 

   Renae Hestekin      Bobbi McCormick  

On Sunday, May 19th, we will be having 
cake during fellowship to thank our 
teachers and their secret pals. Please come 
celebrate another successful year of youth 
education at Saving Grace with us and help 
us thank our teachers for all their time and 
dedication this year! 

                       A Prayer for Those Who  

                                 Live Alone 

I live alone, dear Lord, stay by my side. 
In all my daily needs, be Thou my guide. 
Grant me good health, for that indeed I pray, 
To carry on my work from day to day. 
 
Keep pure my mind, my thoughts, my every deed, 
Let me be kind, unselfish, in my neighbors need. 
Spare me from fire, from flood, malicious 
tongues, 
From thieves, from fear, and evil ones. 
 
I sickness or accident befall,  
Then humbly, Lord I pray, hear thou my call. 
And when I’m feeling low or in despair, 
Lift up my heart and help me in my prayer. 
 
I live alone, dear Lord, yet I have no fear, 
Because I feel your presence ever near. 
Amen 
                                      Submitted by Delma Howell 
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2019 Church Council 

Mike Sullivan, President 

Kevin Balash, Vice President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 

Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  

Cindy Joy Fischer, Keith Muchow,  

Stephanie Faherty 

For contact information, please refer to 
your Church Directory or call the Church 
Office.  See bios of each Council Member 

on the “News” Bulletin Board. 

Wedding   

Saturday, April 6th  

Stephenie Ebsen & Kirk Poeschel 

Baptism     

Saturday, April 13 

Madeline Marie Anderson 

Daughter of Evan & Karlie Anderson 

First Communion 
Maundy Thursday, April 18 

Blake Burns, Eli Cortlett, Brennan Dutton,  
Easton Grindall, Tyler Hays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is Faithfully Growing Our Future? 

Our “Faithfully Growing Our Future” capital campaign is an 
invitation that will encourage every registered household 
to offer a 36-month financial commitment to purchase an 
existing facility or purchase land and build a new church 
home.  The commitment should be above and beyond 
what you contribute weekly or monthly to support the 
annual church budget. 

 
 

The Time Has Come to Invite Your Financial Support  

We want to personally invite your financial support in way  
that we believe will respect your valuable time.  Pleas join  
us in our social hall for a gathering with other members.   
 Select the one-hour event that will best fit your schedule. 
 
 

 • Thursday evening      May 9 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

• Tuesday afternoon    May 14 2:00 – 8:00 pm 

• Tuesday evening      May 14 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

• Thursday evening      May 16 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

 

During that time, we will briefly review a folder that has 
been personally prepared for your household.   We will 
invite you to take the information home, reflect on your 
blessings, and offer your financial support for the capital 
campaign.  You will not be asked to offer your financial 
decision when you receive your folder.  The decision of 
whether to contribute or what specific financial amount to 
consider is entirely up to you.    

 

There will be an opportunity for questions in the group 
setting.  If you prefer, following the presentation, we can 
discuss any issues with you in a private, one-on-one 
conversation.  We look forward to our time together, 
including light refreshments.  Thank you!  
 

 

David Cunningham Brian Maki Dani Volz 
Pastor David Irgens Mike Sullivan Roger Wiltgen 
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General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Robert McCarty : Arlene McCarty, 
George & Sandy Nelson, Tom & Mary Kunkel 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Dan & Nancy 
Gunderson, Duane & Helen Anderson, Elaine & 
James Ellenson, Barbara Eick, David & Janice 
Isaacson, Suzanne Barthel, Lyla Marten, Dale & 
Sherry Farley, Darleen Bauer, Dave & Karen 
Gibson and Family 

TV Fund 

In Memory of Margaret Jacobson: Rita McCarty 

In Honor of Bob Medford’s Retirement: Mary & 
Dennis Seidling, Dolores Zimmerman 

In Memory of Michael Seidling & Loved Ones:  
Mary & Dennis Seidling 

Coffee Exchange Fund 

In Honor of Madeline Anderson’s Baptism: Steve 
& Michelle Ganzer 

Who  Have You Invited to  

Saving Grace? 
We have cards  available with our regular 
service times  as well as a Summer Schedule 
on the back for you to hand out in your 
neighborhood and to friends.  If each family 
asked one person to church—just think how 
full our Sanctuary would be! 

 

                                                                 Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

 

Three times this year, as part of the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, Saving Grace has a 
volunteer week at Beacon House family 
homeless shelter.   We need volunteers to 
deliver meals to the shelter and if you like, you 
can stay and join the residents for dinner.  We 
also need volunteers to be overnight hosts.  
Basically, you spend the night in the volunteer 
room and are a contact if needed.  Make 
coffee in the morning—and that’s it! 
 

As a Mission Church, Saving Grace is 
committed to sharing Christ’s love in our 
community.  Our next “Beacon House Week” 
will start on June 16th.  
 

What’s new: 
For our week in June, we’d like to try 
something new to get more people involved 
and make it easier for those who are.  We will  
be asking for donations of hotdishes, salads 
and desserts for each day of our week. No 
need to make an entire meal.   Just sign up and 
bring your food item (enough for 10 or so 
people) by 4:30 pm to the church, and we’ll 
get it delivered.  We just ask that hot items be 
brought right at 4:30 or that you note on the 
sign-up if something will need to be warmed 
up so we can plan accordingly. 
 
Look for the sign-up sheet on the table  as you 
enter the Sanctuary, and help us share Christ’s 
love by caring for those who are in need in our 
community. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance  are always important 
and very much appreciated. 

  

  Our Lord has written the  
  promise of resurrection, not in 
  books alone, but in every leaf in 
  springtime.  
                      Martin Luther 
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                                               The Mission Committee  meets monthly to discuss and decide what people or 
                                                organizations will receive Mission Dollars from Saving Grace that month.   Any 
                                                member who has a request of the Mission Committee may email the committee 
                                                at: savinggracechurchmission@gmail.com or put a note in the Mission mailbox  
                                                in the Church office.  Please include your name in case we need details. 

In April, we helped: 
 
A combination of cash and a scrip card was given to a family in Bloomer who recently lost their house in a 
fire.   The father in the family has now been diagnosed with cancer.  So far donations have been in the 
form of clothing & personal items for the parents and children. 

 
It requires a lot of gas hauling a trailer of furniture to veterans for Sofas for Service”.  Pete H., a church 
member who runs the non profit  often ends up paying for this himself.  We are providing him with a scrip 
gas card. 

 
Bolton Refuge House, provides services and a safe place in Eau Claire for individuals affected by domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking, has many needs such as winter roof damage & hopes of expanding 
their space.  

 
We provided a gift to  Jewelstone Café through “Warm Hearts, Warm Homes” Chippewa Valley, a non-
profit  program aimed at providing housing relief for 1 or 2 parent families of children enrolled in the Eau 
Claire, Chippewa Falls or Altoona area school districts who are without a permanent home.  While 
receiving housing assistance , one or both parents attend classes toward receiving a post-high school 
degree or certification enabling them to complete their education, get hired into a career of choice and 
eventually achieve complete financial independence.  This program also hopes to inspire children of these 
families to seek further education after the modeling of their parent(s).   Jewelstone Café and Waffle Bar 
raises funds for this program by donating 100% of profits to the Warm Hearts, Warm Homes-Chippewa 
Valley.  They are at 1692 Hallie Road, Chippewa Falls  and are open for breakfast & lunch serving delicious 
waffles, sandwiches, and coffee Tuesday—Sunday. 

 
Jack A., grandson of former members Roxie & Jeff, and a nephew of current members, fell and hit a wire 
attached to a pole and had his arm nearly severed.  He has had a number of surgeries to attach the arm 
and much therapy to get feeling and movement back; has missed out on sports and playing his 
instrument.  The property owner and the city are arguing over liability and the situation may never get 
resolved.  Meanwhile, the family has to pay the medical bills.  Roxie & Jeff were very loyal, generous 
members before they moved away and because of the history and connection still to the congregation, we 
are giving a donation and prayers for Jack. 

 
Easter food baskets were assembled and delivered to 8 families , and our monthly gifts were made to 
Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 
 
 

Is life raining on you? Get under God’s umbrella. 
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Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com          

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 

Steph Poeschel, Education / Choir Dir.: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

How Can I Give to the Church? 
Your tithes and offerings to Saving Grace Lutheran Church are both necessary and appreciated in order for us 
to continue our mission “to make Jesus Christ known to all as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit”.  Most of you are familiar with the offering envelopes you receive in the mail and use when you drop 
your offering in the basket during worship or sometimes mail in to the church.  Did you know there are other 
ways to give your offerings to Saving Grace? 
 

“Bill Pay” from your bank or Credit Union: Many of you now pay your bills online through your bank or 
credit union.  An easy and cost-effective way (free at most banks) to transfer money to Saving Grace is to set 
up a recurring bill pay for a set amount on a certain date.  You determine the amount and the schedule, and 
your bank sends the funds to the church in the mail.  Your name is referenced on the check we receive.  This 
is a good option if you travel a lot, are gone part of the year, or just don’t like to write checks!  You can 
essentially “set it and forget it”, but also easily change it yourself at any time. 
 

Simply Giving:  Several members of the congregation use Simply Giving.  You supply us bank information, 
amount and frequency of giving, and a release, and we set up a withdrawal from your account through 
Vanco Services for a donation to General Operating, Legacy, or the Capital Campaign Fund (or all three).  We 
are charged a very small service charge to do this.  You can change your giving easily anytime by calling the 
office.  The church receives a report via email when a donation is made including your name, amount and 
Fund.  This is what we use to enter into our data base for your annual statement.  Again, this is an easy form 
of giving if you can’t always make it to church or travel frequently.  Forms to set up this up are available from 
Julie in the Church Office. 
 

Offering Envelopes:  These envelopes are mailed to your home several times a year for you to use when 
giving your offering at worship.  Your name is printed right on the envelope, and there are always extras for 
special days, memorials, etc.  There is a small cost to the church for printing and mailing the envelopes.  
Some prefer the ritual of placing an offering in the basket during worship, using this traditional form of 
donating, but it can also be easy to forget your regular offering if you can’t be at worship periodically . 
 

Annual IRA Minimum Withdrawal:  If you are 70 ½ or older and required to make a minimum withdrawal 
from an IRA, you can make that withdrawal directly to the church and the dollars will be tax free.  This can be 
discussed and arranged through your financial institution or advisor. 
 

Combination:  You don’t need to choose just one method of giving.  A combination may be a better fit for 
you; an annual gift from your IRA, using an envelope for memorials or special days, and doing a recurring bill 
pay for your weekly offering as an example. 
 

We know it’s important to you to support your church and it’s mission.  We also want to make it as easy and 
comfortable for you as possible.  When you use any of these forms of giving, the amounts are tracked by 
your name, not envelope or member number, and you will receive your annual statement reflecting these 
amounts.  If you have any questions, please contact Julie Atkinson in the church office. 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.com

