
 

 

   “Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ 
known to all as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Apprenticeship in christ 
Disciples of the cross 

 
 
Apprenticeship is what it means to be disciples of Christ.  We are apprentices to the 
Master!  He has told us to pick up his cross and follow him and we will rediscover how 
this shapes our lives for the sake of our neighbors during Lent. 
 
Lent started on Ash Wednesday, February 22, and the last Wednesday in Lent is March 
29.   
 
Look inside The Journey for the full complete schedule of Lent and the Holy Week. 
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from the Desk of Pastor David 

11:41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 

that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands 

and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

          (John 11:41-45) 

in a book called “Ten Fingers for God”, Dorothy Clarke Wilson wrote about Dr. Paul Brand who worked with leprosy 

patients in India. He was scheduled to speak one evening. 
 

Dr. Brand had nothing prepared, yet he willingly stood up, paused for a moment and looked at their hands, some with no 

fingers, and some with only a few stumps. Then he spoke: "I am a hand surgeon, so when I meet people, I can't help 

looking at their hands. I would like to have examined Christ's hands. With the nails driven through, they must have 

appeared twisted and crippled. Remember, Jesus, at the end, was crippled too."  
 

The patients, on hearing this, suddenly lifted their poor hands towards heaven. Hearing of God's response to suffering 

had made their suffering easier. (Dorothy Clarke Wilson and Philip Yancey, Ten Fingers for God: The Life and Work of Dr. 

Paul Brand) 

 

Jesus Christ knew suffering and death. He was tempted in everyway we are, yet was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 

: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by 

God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed” (Isa 53:4–5). Here 

is our call to apprenticeship.  

Jesus calls us to follow Him. That doesn’t mean that it’s going to be easy, it means that we are sustained in our 

weariness through His Word. “The LORD God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 

to sustain the weary with a word.” (Isaiah 50:4) He lifts us up so that we know we are not alone in all that 

we experience in life. We are called to follow Jesus Christ and give Him glory and honor and praise for all that 

He has done as our Savior, all He is doing in our lives and all that He will do. He speaks on our behalf when 

we don’t know what to say, He sustains us with His mighty Word. 

This is why the patience Dr. Brand saw, “suddenly lifted their poor hands towards heaven. Hearing of God's response 

to suffering had made their suffering easier.” He doesn’t take us out of the situation, often we realize that He already 

there walking with us through our pain. Paul writes about, “a thorn given to him in the flesh”. He asked the Lord three 

times to have this thorn removed, “but he (Christ) said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect 

in weakness.’ So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 
10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for 

whenever I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 

He is there to give us strength when we are weak. There is nothing that He cannot accomplish in our lives. 

May Jesus Christ give you what you need and give you His strength. 

In Christ, 

Pastor David Irgens 



 

 

 

 

 

“I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.” - John 

15:15 

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” -2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

 Last month, we began to look at how at how God uses our conversations and our relationships to 

transform the lives of those around us. If you think about it long enough, you could remember someone that 

God chose to work through in order to bring you closer to himself. Maybe it was a parent, a grandparent, a 

sibling, a neighbor, a friend, a coworker, or a manager that God used to transform your life. God has been 

working through the lives of people to accomplish his good and gracious will since the beginning of time. God 

still wants to work through our lives to minister to those around us. 

  We heard from Larry Crabb last month what he did as a counselor that had the most profound effect on 

someone struggling with depression. Larry noticed this young man in a park, in public, and he began to talk to 

him. The deep intellectual work that took place in their counseling sessions was important, but Larry reflected, 

“the time I most clearly led with my heart rather than my head was the time of greatest power.” (Connecting, 

Larry Crabb) What’s the true source of that power that has been shared with us and that we long to share with 

those around us? 

 At the center of lasting transformation in the human heart is a restored relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. “God’s love has been poured out into our hearts,” (Romans 5:5). 

This is what transforms our lives. we can share God’s love with others so that they too might be comforted by 

our Heavenly Father.  

 Jesus tells us that we have now become friends of God! (John 15:15). We have been reconciled to our 

Father through Christ, (2 Corinthians 5:18). We have a deep, personal connection with God, our Father. And 

now, we have been entrusted with a mission from our Heavenly Father. He wants us to carry the message that 

God, “is not counting trespasses,” against anyone in Christ Jesus to our neighbors, our family members, our 

friends, and even our enemies. 

 Take a minute, set a timer if you need to, and think of one person who made a positive difference in 

your life. Thank God for that person. Thank God for his patience towards you as he constantly forgives your sin 

and covers your own shortcomings. Thank God that he has sent specific people into your life to bring the 

Gospel because he has loved you so much. In order to pour out God’s love into the lives of others, we must first 

be filled with it.  

 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

 



 

 

Music Notes 

Submitted by Beth Joosten, Music Director 
 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
We have so much to rejoice about at Saving Grace!! Your support of the music ministry continues to bless us 
inso many wonderful ways.  Here are a few musical blessings we are so thankful for!!!  
        

  

Piano:  The new piano has arrived and is paid 

in full!!  This is truly a blessing!!! We thoroughly 
are enjoying the music it provides for our 
worship, and we thank all who contributed to help 
make this purchase a reality. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir:  The choir continues to grow and is 

always welcoming new members!! Thank you to 
all who have joined and are a part of this 

wonderful group!! What a blessing to have their 
beautiful music during worship!! If you would like 
to join, please contact Hannah DeYoung, Choir 

Director:  hannahdeyoung18@gmail.com or 715-
574-7882 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir:  The Choir continues to grow and is always 

welcoming new members!!  Thank you to all who have 
joined and are a part of this wonderful group!!  What a 
blessing to have their beautiful music during worship!!  If 
you would like to join, please contact Hannah DeYoung, 
Choir Director.  hannahdeyoung18@gmail.com or  
715-574-7882 

Holden evening prayer: Wednesday night services-6 pm 
Thank you to these musicians who will be blessing us 
by leading us in worship: 
 
                                  March 1:  Jamie Doran 

               March 8: Kristi Johnson 
                      March 15: Richard Kokemoor 

                   March 22:  Scott   Isaacson          
                         March 29:  Pastor Irgens and Pastor Doran 
 

mailto:hannahdeyoung18@gmail.com
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The weather outside still might be frightful  
but it’s time to think about summer!       

         
We have programs this summer for all ages!     
 
*Preschool (ages 3-5): One day only VBS on  
Wednesday, August 16th 10am – noon 
 

 
*Elementary (grades K-5): Parable Bites July  
    

*Vacation Bible School: August 14th & 15th 9:00am – noon    

*Middle School & Teen (Grades 6-12) 
Teen Week (2 sessions available) July  

Teens are welcome to hang out in the teen room  
anytime the church is open throughout the summer! 

First Communion will take place on 
Thursday, April 6, 2023 at 6:00pm 



 

 

  Saving Grace Lutheran Church Mission Outreach Committee 

Sharing God’s Gifts 

In February, monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, The Community Haven House, Chippewa 

Valley Street Ministry, and Melissa and the Sunday School Kids, (they chose gifts through Compassion 

International—Gifts of Hope Program). 

 

Thank you notes were received from: Nevaeh, (Covered with Love), and Halos of St Croix Valley. 

          

   

 

 

   Needs List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Missions from our congregation members.  Call or email one of our 

Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions 

Chippewa Valley Street Ministry is a ministry that seeks to meet 

the needs of those who are not able to find housing, clothing and 

other various needs to survive. On most Monday and Thursday 

nights we can be found from about 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the parking 

lot opposite Sojourner House on Barstow Street in Eau Claire, WI 

ministering to people who are living on the streets. We offer 

them warm clothing, gloves, hats, blankets, water, candy, 

hygiene kits, and whatever else we might have. If they need 

something that we don't have, we will try to get it! We also seek 

to connect resources offered by other ministries and 

governmental services to people who are in need. Beyond 

meeting the physical needs of people, we are also there to offer 

prayer, a compassionate ear, a human touch, and our friendship. 

We are a ministry that works with those who tend to fall through 

the cracks of our society. 

 

 

 

 

Heavy stocking caps, Thermal tops sizes L and up, Sweatpants -especially sizes L and XL  
 
Gloves & Mittens - especially sizes XL & 2XL, Hoodies - sizes XL and larger 
 
Backpacks - larger in size, not child/youth size, please,  
Gas/Food cards - OK for "Fuel Only" 
Food cards for fast food, convenience stores, etc 
Financial Donations  
  
For monetary donations or for gifts of food cards or gas cards: please MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE to Chippewa 
Valley St Ministry, and send to the following address-Chippewa Valley Street Ministry. PO Box 51, Eau Claire, 
WI 54702 
 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 

 

 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do 

who have no hope.” – 1 Thessalonians 4: 13 

This verse tells us at least two important things about grief. First, even Christians grieve and mourn the loss of 

their loved ones. It is truly one of the worst things that can happen in life. Second, we have a sure and certain 

hope that there is life after death in Jesus Christ. It is our greatest comfort in death.  

 Now, grief doesn’t happen just because we don’t know enough, or we haven’t prayed enough, or not 

enough time has passed. Grief happens because we’ve lost a person we’ve loved. If we only try to hide our grief 

or get out of grieving by shoving it aside, then we will never heal. Instead, we have to go through grief in order 

to heal. There’s no getting around it.  

Grief Share meets Wednesdays at 1 pm.in the Family Room.  Feel free to ask me any questions you might 

have.  Pastor Dan  

          

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

         

         

2nd Annual Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

Check-in begins at 8:30am 
Sessions begin at 9:00am 

Only $25 for a full, fun, faith-filled day! Cost covers 
breakfast, lunch, and session materials. 

 
Sign-up today!  Registration deadline is April 2nd,  

and space is limited.  

Contact Melissa Corlett or, 

Jamie Doran with any questions. 

 

 
The Bazaar Ladies Are Back!!!! 

 
 

The group is made up of all Saving Grace 
members who have made craft items, baked, 
or worked at our Annual Bazaar.  We meet 
every Monday from 1-3 pm, in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
All women interested in crafts are welcome!  
If you don’t have a particular project in mind, 
no problem!  We can always help you find 
one!  Please come join us!!. 

 
 



 

 

Lent 2023 

Welcome to Apprenticeship! 
Wednesdays during Lent 

12 pm Worship 

12:45 pm Soup Lunch 

1:00 pm Apprenticeship in Christ   

Discussion (Disciples of the Cross) 

______________________________ 

5 pm Dinner 

7 pm Apprenticeship in Christ  
Discussion  (Disciples of the Cross) 

Discussions: 

February 22 Deny yourself 

March 1 Risky Love 

March 8 What’s His Name? 

March 15 Offended 

March 22 Distracted 

March 29  Impressed 

                            Holy Week and Easter 
Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday 

Tuesday, April 4         Good Friday 

Lenten Communion Service                                            12 Noon & 6 pm 
Swiss Steak Luncheon after Service 

Wednesday April 5         Saturday, April 8 
9 am to 6 pm Worship & Music Prayer Vigil               10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt   

                                                                                          5:00 pm Easter Eve Worship 

Maundy Thursday, April 630       Easter Sunday, April 9 Worship 

12 Noon & 6 p.m. Worship             7 am, 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 11:45  



 

 

 

2023’s First Beacon House volunteer opportunity is: 

Sunday, April 16, through 

Saturday April 22 
 

Questions or to sign up call: 

Glenna Jones 936-870-8552 

 

A sign-up sheet will also be 

available in the Narthex. 

 

Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley 

 
Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley operates the Beacon House shelter for families 
with children that are homeless, and provides supportive services to move families into 
permanent housing as quickly as possible. Volunteers are needed to provide meals 
during an open week, pick up and drop off furniture, cleaning our transitional unit when 
a family moves out, and be on our board. 

TYPE OF VOLUNTEER: Adults 
SCHEDULE: Various - When needed 
COMMITMENT: Ongoing/Short Term/Event 
TRAINING REQUIRED: None 

 
 

                        In memory 
 
 
 

 

Piano Fund 

In Memory of Elise Orr from Paul & Patty Dundas 

 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Elise Orr from the Otto Family and 
from John & Carol Mieske 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Come worship with us 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Michelle Otto, President 
Patty Dundas, Vice President 

Jeff Wachter, Treasurer 
Michelle Volz, Secretary 

Members: David Cunningham, Ruth Hofland,  
Laura Wright, Carol Pickhardt, Brian Hagen, David Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
3735 Jeffers Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54703 (Location/Delivery Address) 

PO Box 1153, Eau Claire, WI 54702 (Mailing Address) 
Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.comHannah DeYoung, Choir Director 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.co  www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC       

  

Saturday:      5:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:30 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:45 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

mailto:sglcmusic@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

