
  
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members and friends of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 

12:30 pm 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 13th 
Prayer Vigil 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 14th  
Noon- Parking Lot 
6:00 pm Worship 

 

Good Friday, April 15th  
Noon- Parking Lot 
6:00 pm Worship 

 

Easter Saturday, April 16th  
5:00 pm Worship 

 

Easter Sunday, April 17th  
7:00 am Sunrise Service 
7:30-9:30 am Breakfast 

8:30 am Worship 
9:30-10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt 

10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Parking Lot Worship 

Six Disciplines of Lent 

1. Self-examination & Repentance    
2. Prayer       
3. Fasting    
4. Self-denial      
5. Reading and Meditating on God's Holy Word.  
6. Almsgiving 

 
What can we do? 

1. Reflect and ask for forgiveness. Consider writing down 
the names of people you need to apologize to or a letter to 
someone you owe an apology to. Pray over the list or 
letter, asking God for His forgiveness. After praying over 
your list or letter rip it up or burn it.  
2. Attend the prayer vigil on April 13th. 
3. Donate food to a local pantry. We will also be collecting 
food throughout Lent to be donated to a food pantry in 
Eau Claire. 
4. Give up something during the 40 days of Lent. 
5. Read Our Daily Bread, Christ in Your Home, or another 
devotional each day of Lent. 
6. Lenten offering boxes (see page 5 for more information). 
 

Noon- Parking Lot Service 

5:00 pm Lenten Dinner 

6:00 pm Worship with 
Holden Evening Prayer 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“6Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their way, and 
the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 
the LORD.”          Isaiah 55:6-8 

John Franey tells a story about a time he was traveling through a small town looking for directions to an 
appointment. He stopped and asked a person how to get to the place he was going. The woman replied, “You 
go up this road and you’ll find it on the left.” He asked if that was on the East or West side? The person replied, 
that depends which way you’re going. 
 
Sometimes we may feel lost, searching without finding. Wondering what tomorrow might bring, while we have 
enough to worry about for today. We know that the Holy Spirit is there to guide us and that we’ve been given 
the promise of eternal life with Him through faith in Jesus Christ, but sometimes we can still feel lost. “3Incline 
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David.” (Isaiah 55:3) The people feast on the same message, some feast on it and 
“incline their ear” (listen to it) others don’t listen to the message of the Lord and don’t share in its benefits. 
King David has become an example to the people as a leader and witness to God’s mercies and forgiveness. 
David trusts in the relationship he has with God, who is always, “faithful and abounding in steadfast love.” The 
Psalter writes, “5For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.” 
(Psalm 85:5) and again, “15But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness.” (Psalm 85:15) In this Psalm the writer asks that God would listen to Him and 
answer Him. In Isaiah we are called to listen to the Lord and receive His pardon for their sins. 
 
This Lent leading up to Easter we are focusing on, “Living A Life of Sacrifice?” What is the world’s understanding 
of sacrifice and God’s understanding of sacrifice? We may feel uncomfortable having to sacrifice things in our 
lives, but God calls us to lay aside our wicked ways and our unrighteous thoughts, that we may know the 
fullness of walking with the Lord. Paul writes “2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” (Romans 12:2) We are the sheep of His pasture, “3Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, 
and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. (Psalm 100:3) 
 
There may be times when we still feel lost and after we get the directions, “go up the road and it’s on the left,” 
we still may wonder if that’s East or West, but with God, no matter where we’re coming from, when we incline 
our ear toward His Word, He answers us. “In Him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28) He is our 
center, our hope and our guide. 
 
May Christ enrich your life as you listen to Him. 
 
In Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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“… You cannot change, yet You change everything. 

You made us for Yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds its place of rest in You.” 

-Augustine, Confessions 

 Last month, we took a look at a passage from James. We found that there are two paths laid out 
before us when we experience change. We can rely on God or we can give into our sinful desires. 
Augustine of Hippo lived from 354 AD to 430 AD. He was one of the first to write an autobiography in 
recorded history and he was a brilliant theologian. His autobiography came in the form of his own 
personal testimony. He recorded how God captured his heart and brought him into obedience to his will. 
He called this autobiography “Confessions.”  

 There are a few reasons he chose this title. He was confessing his faith in God, he was confessing 
his sin, and he was confessing his need in light of his own short-comings. Augustine was the one to give 
words to what so many of us have found to be true in this life, “our heart is restless until it finds its place 
of rest in You.” In the midst of everything that changes, the fads that come and go, new technology that 
replaces something older, relationships that begin and end, our hearts will only find true rest in our God.  

 One part of why things are constantly changing is because God wants to make sure we don’t get so 
attached to something that we forget about him all together. Every now and then, he will remove 
something from us or change something in our lives. He does this so that we would turn back to him and 
remember that he is the one who is sustaining us and caring for us—everything else can fade away, but 
his love will always remain. 

 So, as we begin to reflect on God’s mercy and his loving kindness throughout the season of Lent, 
we can welcome our unchanging God to change our lives and make his home in us. Do you have a place 
in your home where things get piled up? Maybe it’s where mail is set down until you have time to look at 
it. Maybe it’s where loads of laundry are placed before they go into the washer. Maybe it’s the pile of 
crafts you’ve committed to finishing next to the recliner in the living room. If we never read our mail, 
never did our laundry, or never finished any of the crafts, then we wouldn’t have much room for anything 
or anyone else in our homes!  

 Now, I’m really not too concerned with how clean your home is, but this is a good picture of our 
hearts. Our hearts are cluttered with all sorts of concerns that are piled up and desires that are waiting to 
be met. But, during this season of Lent, we are focusing on the Life of Sacrifice. It’s not just about 
getting rid of something or staying away from a certain sweet. It’s about asking God to clean out a place 
in our hearts for his presence to take up residence. It’s about welcoming the rest he has for us when our 
hearts find their rest in him. I pray that you will join us on this journey and find rest for your soul.  

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 
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Music Notes by Beth Joosten, Music Director 
 

SAVING GRACE MUSIC NEEDS YOU!!! 
 

Martin Luther says this about music…  
 “Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of 

the most magnificent and delightful presents God has given us.”  
  

 “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.” 

      How can you get involved at Saving Grace musically??  
 
Join the Choir:  Choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and sings for worship twice a 
month.  New members are ALWAYS welcome to join!! Contact Beth at sglcmusic@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 
Provide special music: We are always looking for people to provide special music or a special talent 
for worship services.  If you would be interested in doing this, please contact Beth at 
sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 
Join a worship team: Instrumentalists (keyboard, guitar, bass, drums, etc.) and vocalists are 
welcome to audition for a position on the worship team. Contact Beth at sglcmusic@gmail.com if you 
are interested. 
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Musician Spotlight …  
 

Hans Fuerst - Contemporary Worship Keyboardist 
 
Hello Saving Grace…I'm a music education student going to 
UW Eau Claire right now! I'm in my 4th year, and I will be 
student teaching in the spring next year. I really enjoy playing 
piano and gigging with the several bands I'm in as well as 
composing music for video games! A lot of my formative 
musical years were spent in the Lutheran church, so I'm glad to 
be playing here! 
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The group is now meeting on Tuesdays at 
6:30pm in the Fellowship area.  

Join us on March 1, 8, and 15th as we finish 
up our study of the book of Isaiah.  

 

Women’s Retreat! 
Saturday, May 7th 
8:30am – 4:00pm 

(Sessions begin at 9:00am) 

Cost: $20 

(Retreat cost includes breakfast, lunch, 
and retreat materials.) 

Please contact Jamie Doran or 
Melissa Corlett to register, 

volunteer, or for more information.  
 

Registration forms are also available in 
the church office.  

 

We will be providing food for the Beacon House the third 
week in April.  Be on the lookout for a call or signup to help 

with this effort! 

Contact Glenna Jones if you can help or have any questions.  

gkjones47@yahoo.com 

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins: March 13th! 

*Reminder: Saturday 
worship moves to 5:00pm 
on Saturday, March 19th.  

 

 

Pick up your Lenten offering box on your way in to 
worship. Place your spare change in the box 

throughout Lent. We will collect the boxes after Easter 
and donate the Lenten offerings to the St. Francis Food 

Pantry. The St. Francis Food Pantry is located in our 
new church neighborhood on Truax Blvd. 

 
Thrivent members, don’t forget the deadline to 

submit your 2021 Choice Donations is March 31st. 

 



 

 

 

 

www.churchartonline.com 
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Jelly Beans & Chocolates?  
Yes, please! 

We are having an Easter egg hunt this year 
for the kiddos on Easter Sunday. We have 

lots of plastic eggs, but are in need of 
individually wrapped treats to fill them with. 
Donations can be dropped off in the church 
office or in the Education office. Thank you! 

 

Confirmation class is on 
break through Lent. 

*Don’t forget to work on 
your Faith Statements and 

homework.  

 

 



 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed with continued interest from people wanting to become members of Saving 
Grace! Thus, we will be offering additional member classes throughout the year.  

Upcoming new member class sessions: March 27 & April 3 

In case you missed it, we want to celebrate and 
welcome the new members that joined our church 
family last year! We encourage you to lift them up in 
prayer and keep an eye out for someone you don’t 
know yet…and introduce yourself!  

We welcome: 

Darrel and Sandra Arndt 
Jane Arnstad 
Michael Arnstad 
Tim and Amy Benedict 
Kaitlin Bridges 
Kathy Costley 
Patrick and Megan Erickson, Miles 
Ronald Farmer 
Gerri Hodek 
Mike Hanson and Brittney Burnette-Hanson 
Ron Johnson 
Nancy Kolle 
James Koontz 
Kathy Lorentz 
Chris and Kathy Lund 
Dick and Nancy Sparks 
Cheryl Thorson 
Ericka Lund, Aniyah Harris, Zuri Jones 
George and Emily Metropulos, George V 
Steve and Lena Wright 
Kent and Mary Wheeler 
Robert “Bob” Wheeler 
Caroline Wolf 
 
 

We will receive additional 
new members on Saturday, 
March 12th and Sunday, 
March 13th.  
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 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

 

 

Thank you, cards were received from: The Wright Family 

In February monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Wycliffe, Lutheran Social Services (LSS), scrip cards 
were given to a family who had a house fire, and Kentucky area tornado victims (teaming up with LCMC 
church).  

 

Our Mission: Serve with the global body of Christ to advance Bible translation and work together 
so people can encounter God through his Word. 

Did you know? 

 

To help out homeless groups in the Chippewa Valley, we will be collecting men’s and women’s belts from 
February 12th through March 6th.  We are also collecting Scrip Cards: Subway $10, McDonalds $10, Kwik Trip 
$25, and Walmart $25. There will be a collection bucket in the Narthex (during services) for the cards. 
*Remember buying Scrip helps out the Church, too. 

The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone who helped with all the wonderful donations we 
received during the month of February.  

Another way to help: Share the Heat. HeatShare is a voluntary program administered by the Salvation Army. 
Information comes in your Xcel Energy statement. Check it out!  

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one 
of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

   

A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need.  
Contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Arnie & Irene Johnson 
 

Television Fund 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Clarice Erickson 
 
Answered Prayer Fund 
In Memory of Chris Anger: Pete & Renae Hestekin 
 
Capital Campaign 
In Memory of Rod Alf: Robert & Mary Wold 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: P. Jim & Normal 
Coolidge; Allan & Jeanne Erickson; Renae Hestekin; 
Jeffrey & Joan Olmsted; Marlo & Beverly Orth; John 
& Deborah Shong; James Sneen & Louise Peterson-
Sneen; Bob & Erna Tietz 
In Memory of Audrey Doll: Ms. Mary Krueger 
In Memory of Joyce Johnston: Nancy Hayden 
In Memory of Lloyd Nelson: Allan & Ruth Hofland; 
George & Sandy Nelson 
In Memory of Amy Nelson Rogers: George & Sandy 

 

Capital Campaign balance as of  
January 31, 2022: $101,189 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $881,739) 
“Bridge Loan: $150,000” 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
January 31st: 

Donations: $29,162 

  Expenses: $34,264 

Deficit: ($5,102) 

Thank you for a great “Year End” 
of 2021! 

Building Progress 

Picture is the building as of 2/18/2022. 

 

The frost is now out of the ground inside the 
building. The concrete contractor was prepping 
the floor the first week of March, so that the in-
floor tubing could be installed.  

God is so good! 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Balash:  President 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Wilson Lund, Dani Volz, Laura Wright 
Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Office Email: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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 Wednesday:  Noon Parking Lot  
   6:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional  
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional Livestream & in-person 
                            9:30 am Education 
                          10:00 am Contemporary Livestream & in-person 
                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 
                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 


