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Journey: The literary definition is the process of changing and developing over time. Life is a journey filled
with lessons, hardships, heartaches, joys, celebrations and special moments that lead us toward our
destination, our purpose. And so goes our life as a congregation. Filled with special events, mission work,
fellowship, learning, serving, and worship as well as challenges. All in our Saving Grace family are on this
spiritual journey together. In these pages we hope to regularly keep you informed of what’s happening at
your church, introduce people you may not know, answer questions, present ideas, and more. We sincerely are looking for your input—from committees, individuals, small groups, young, seasoned, and in-between.
This is OUR church, OUR newsletter, and OUR journey. Let the journey begin...

Glad you asked:
Who does that?
Why do we do things this way?
I love to ________(fill in the blank)- does
anybody else? Can we get together?
Does someone need my help?
Can someone help me?
If you have an idea, for either the church or
the newsletter, a suggestion, or a question,
either write it down (can be anonymous)
and put in the Idea/Question box outside
the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens or a
Staff member. We’ll get your answer or
share as many ideas as we can each month.

The Call Committee for an Associate Pastor
has been meeting. At this point, several
letters have been sent to prospective hires,
and they are waiting on replies—then will
follow-up. As the process continues, we will
keep you up-to-date on any news.

Picture Directories
Picture Directories are ready for pick up (1 per family
please) on the table leading into the Sanctuary. Be
sure to pick up yours today! We will not be mailing
these out, so if you know of someone who can’t make
it to church and would like a directory, please pick
one up & deliver to them, or let Julie in the office
know.

Articles for the April newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by March 16th.

2When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty
words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.
(1 Corinthians 2:1-2)
A father was engrossed in his work and his little daughter was constantly distracting him from what needed
to be done. To keep her busy, a man took a picture of the world from a magazine and tore it up into pieces
and asked her to go into her room and put the map back together again. The father thought it would take
hours. He was surprised when in a matter of minutes his daughter came out of her room with a smile on her
face and the map perfectly taped together. The stunned father asked his daughter how she solved the
puzzle so quickly.
“Daddy, there’s a picture of Jesus on the cross on the other side, when I put together the picture of Jesus,
the world came together.” Life is about our perspective. When we start with Christ at the center of our lives
all of the other problems in the world seem so much easier.
Paul understood that the central message of the gospel was to know Jesus Christ, and him crucified. Paul
says he didn’t come to proclaim the mystery of God (the Gospel) in lofty words or wisdom, but through the
power of the Holy Spirit and in his weakness, to proclaim Jesus Christ crucified that we might know God’s
forgiveness through Christ. Life is all about our perspective.
Newsletters have always been a way to communicate what is going on in the congregation. We are starting
up a New Newsletter. It’s called, “Our Journey.” It’s an opportunity to reach out beyond these walls to tell
others what Christ has done and is doing. We are called to be His servants, yet through faith He calls us His
friends. “Our Journey” is unique and is something that should be shared with others. With Christ at our
center, all of life is put into perspective, even a world in turmoil. Without Christ, we remain centered on
ourselves and are dead in sin, reduced to just good ideas, morals, intentions, and what is accepted by
others. But in fact, it is Christ who “has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned person. He has
freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil – not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious
blood and innocent suffering and death.” (Luther’s Explanation in the Small Catechism of the Second Article
of the Creed). This is the promise of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was crucified and has risen! This
changes everything and puts everything into perspective.
This Lent we will be studying “The Things that Bring You Closer to Jesus.” We will be looking at how we learn
about who Jesus is, how to pray, what forgiveness is all about, who are the people that support us in faith,
why it is important to worship, and what role does giving to the Lord play in our lives. It’s all about our
perspective and who is at the center of our lives.
This Lent is an opportunity to look at our lives in a new light, with a new perspective as we grow in Christ as
His Children.
In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Pastor David Irgens
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By Steph Ebsen, Education Director

Steph’s Thoughts for March... Does God Really Have a Plan for You?
Have you ever taken a minute to think about what you want to be when you grow up? Do you think God
thinks about what you should be? Do you think God has a plan and dreams for you? Of course he does! Before you were even born he had a plan for you! He made you perfectly you! From your head to your toes,
your dreams, your sorrows, your excitement, your fears... he made you to withstand and love it all! In Proverbs 16:9, it says “The human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps.” How exciting is it that
not only does God already know where he wants us to go, but he is also guiding our steps along the way!
He never leaves you and is with you the entire way!
Prayer: “Lord, thank you so much for giving me dreams and hopes for my future. Thank you for guiding me
and helping me to walk in the steps you have planned for me and for never leaving my side. Help me to follow your path in your image. In Jesus’ name we pray... Amen.”
JAM/TREC (Sunday School)
As usual, we are very busy in our JAM/TREC classrooms as we prepare for Easter and teach our children
about Lent. We are working on a special Lenten project this year where the children will have a chance to
give back to others which is very exciting! We are also continuing our focus for the year on prayer. We have
been emphasizing the importance of prayer since September and trying to help the children in our youth
education programs understand the importance of a relationship with Jesus with prayer being their key
form of communication with him. It is always fun to see how they interpret prayer. We are working hard in
music on our selections for our Easter program which will be on Palm Sunday at both services. We are also
starting to look at our Mother’s Day program as that will follow very closely behind Easter this year! 1st
Communion Classes begin on March 24th and will be held for our 3rd Graders for 3 Sundays during class
time. Below you will find our lessons for March! JAM and TREC are on Sunday mornings from 8:30am9:30am. All are always welcome!
March 3rd- The Disciples
March 10th- The Lord's Prayer
March 17th- Woman at the Well
March 24th- A Storm & 1st Communion Class
March 31st- The Centurion's Servant & Easter Program Practice & 1st Communion Class
ILLUMIN8
March is always an exciting month for our youth in Illumin8 as we head out to Three Bears Resort in
Warrens, WI for our Annual LCMC Catch the Wave Youth Conference! At Catch the Wave, students from
LCMC churches in 3 states get together to worship, sing, participate in breakout sessions, do community
service projects, pray, and learn. It is an exciting and refreshing time for our youth and leaders! We are
taking 11 people this year which is average for our church. We will also be starting to look at our summer
local mission work we refer to as Called2Serve in March. It’s never too early to start thinking about any
work you or your family could use help with as our youth and their families venture out to do good deeds
all around our area!
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Thank You For Your Gifts!
Donations made in memory of or in
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly
basis in the newsletter rather than a weekly
listing in the bulletin. March donations will appear in next month’s newsletter. This will ensure
that you will see your donation even if you miss a
week at church and provide an easier reference
for families following funerals.
Your gifts in times of celebration or grieving are
always important and very much appreciated.

Our homebound church members would
love to receive a greeting from members of
their church family. We will have an
address list available in the office if you wish
to send a card or make a visit.
If you or someone you know should be
added to this list, please contact the church
office.

Celebrate With Steph!

Honor and remember your loved ones
this Easter by purchasing a Spring plant for $10 or
with monetary donations of $10 to our Capital
Building Fund. Order forms will be available on the
table by the Sanctuary. The deadline to order flowers and be included in our Easter bulletin is Sunday,
April 7th. You may take home your plant after our
last service on Easter morning.

On Sunday, April 7th, we will be having cake and
coffee to celebrate Stephenie Ebsen's wedding to
Kirk Poeschel which will take place at Saving Grace
on Saturday, April 6th. Cake will be provided by the
family. Due to space restrictions, Kirk & Steph had
to limit the number of congregants invited to the
wedding but they really would like to be able to
include all of Saving Grace on their special day as
you have all become such a wonderful and
supportive extended family to them. Please come
celebrate with them during fellowship on April 7th!

Men of Saving Grace
SOUP, SANDWICH & SCRIPTURE: All men are
invited to join “Three S” (Soup, Sandwich &
Scripture) at twelve noon on Fridays for great
soup and inspiring spiritual conversation.

Daily Prayer
Whatever plans
I have in mind,

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Join us @ 7:30 on Saturday
mornings for breakfast & fellowship.

Lord I surrender
Them to you.

OUR MEN COOK! We make meals for church
events, Men’s Fellowship, Lenten Lunches, the
Free Clinic and more. If you like to cook—or
would like to learn - we can always use some
extra hands! Contact Chet Berkey, Arnie
Johnson, Rod Alf, or the church office. We’ll get
you connected.

I will do the best
I can but in the end,
Let Your will be done.

Amen!

Cancellations Due to Severe Weather
Unfortunately, severe weather events and cancellations have occurred this year with maddening regularity.
Please note, as a rule, if Eau Claire schools are closed due to weather, the church office and all activities
that day will be cancelled. The office may be open on some of those days, but please call first if you are
compelled to be out. On non-school days (and if you’re not sure) please check our website, Facebook, or call
the church. You can also call the emergency cell phone #715-797-1020. For special events, we will try to
send an email blast out as soon as possible to inform you of a cancellation.
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The Joyful Noise Choir is gearing
up for the Easter season with
some beautiful music selections
for special music. We are excited
to share our music with you as we
journey through Lent and Easter together! We will be
singing on Sundays March 17th, 24th, and 31st. Joyful
Noise always loves to welcome new members so
please see Steph Ebsen or any choir member if you
are Interested. Members can join as soon as they are
confirmed and can be any age above that. We practice on Sunday mornings before the 8:30 service and
welcome all ages. Join us today!

Don’t forget to “Spring Ahead” one
hour on March 10th!
Beginning March 16th, Saturday
Worship will be at 5:00 pm.
It’s also a good time to change batteries in
your smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors!

Mission Committee
The Mission Committee meets monthly to discuss
and decide what people or organizations will receive Mission Dollars from Saving Grace that
month. This may be done on an ongoing basis,
like our support of Ephrem and Starfish Kids, or on
a one-time basis. Any member who has a request
of the Mission Committee may put a note in the
Mission mailbox in the office or email the
committee at :
savinggracechurchmission@ gmail.com.
Please include your name in case we need details.

“Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places you
shop every day. They don’t cost you extra, but the
church gets a percentage of each one you
purchase. Use scrip for your everyday purchases
(groceries, gas, restaurants, department & big box
stores, etc.) or for gifts. Scrip card purchases are a
great way to help financially support Saving Grace
and our mission! Over $19,000 was earned for
Saving Grace in 2018 from Scrip sales!

Offerings for January & February:
$59, 569.76
Budgeted:
$70,280.00

As of February 17:
YTD Rebates: $1487
Scrip Balance:$30,139
Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday services
and in the office Monday-Thursday.

Altar Flowers Program
We have an altar flower program with
Brent Douglas Flowers. Order flowers in
honor of someone or a special event, in memory of
a loved one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.
Bouquets are $15 each. Sign up in the book near
the front door (please print!) or in the office.

Get off the fence and
under The Cross!
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Welcome to Our New Church Council Members!

Council President: Mike Sullivan
Vice President: Kevin Balash
Council Members:
Wilson Lund, Cindy Joy Fischer, and Steven Dusick
In the coming weeks you’ll see their pictures on the bulletin board with the rest of your Council Members,
and a short bio in the newsletter. Be sure to introduce yourself if you haven’t already met, and thank
them for their service. A special thank you also to outgoing Council members: Kevin Otto, President,
Betsy Ruesch, Vice President, Brian Maki, Roger Wiltgen, and Sharon Risberg.
Kevin Balash –Vice President
Hello, my name is Kevin Balash. I have been a member of SGLC since this Church began. I Thank God for
leading us through the uncertainty of what our future was going to look like as people of faith & I marvel at
all that has taken place, all that we have accomplished (through His grace and blessings) and look forward to
what He has in store for us in the years ahead.
I am married to Nancy, my wife of 29 years. We were blessed with two children, our daughter Kathryn
"Katie" Theresa (1992) & our son Kyle Andrew (1996). Katie is now engaged & works at a nursing home
(CNA) while also attending CVTC studying to be a Med. Tech. Kyle is attending North Park Univ. in Chicago,
playing baseball for that U & studying Chem./pre-Med with hopes to be a Dr. We also have our family
pet, Maverick, a 9 year old Golden Retriever, who keeps us busy & entertained .
I have been on the Mission Outreach Committee for a number of years, I help drive the SGLC van, picking up
our members who need transportation to Church, & also enjoy Saturday morning fellowship with the Men
of SGLC. I try to help with the many & various projects that are offered in support of this Congregation. I will
now be Vice President of the Council & I am grateful for your support, humbled by this honor, & ask for your
blessing(s) while also asking for God's blessing, His leadership & guidance as we move forward as His children & people of Faith.
One of my favorite Bible verses comes from 2 Chronicles 7:14 "If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and I will forgive their sin(s) and I will heal their land."
We have our work cut out for us!
Wilson Lund - Council Member
Wilson is a founding member of Saving Grace Lutheran Church, and a lifetime resident of Eau Claire. He and
his wife Arlys have two grown children who still live in Wisconsin. He retired two years ago from a small
family-owned auto repair and salvage business. When he isn’t busy driving the church van, working
part-time at a local auto parts store, or rolling lefse alongside Margaret Crandell, you may see him as your
Lyft driver.
Steven Dusick—Council Member
Steven Dusick graduated from Chippewa Valley Technical College with two Associate Degrees-Business
Management and Marketing Communications. He earned his Eagle Scout award in the Boy Scouts of
America (Scouts BSA) in 2010. He currently works at Strategic Claims as a Senior Billing Administrator in Eau
Claire. In his free time he can be found outdoors, learning something new, or with family! He would like to
thank the congregation for the support and for allowing him the opportunity to serve on council!
Next month we’ll meet your new President, Mike Sullivan and Council Member Cindy Joy Fischer.
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How Do People Start
Attending Church?

“Things that Bring You Closer to Jesus”
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For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God—9not the result of works, so that no one may
boast.(Ephesians 2:8-9)

You’re right, You are saved by grace through faith in Jesus
Christ. This makes all the difference, but how do you grow
in relationship with Christ? What helps us to know Christ
and how he is there to strengthen and support us as we
walk with him? This Lent we will be looking at how our
relationship with God grows and develops as we follow
Jesus, through the disciplines of Lent.
We will look at getting to know who Jesus is, how we
pray, what is forgiveness really all about, who are the
people there to support us in our faith, why do we worship, and what role does giving play in our relationship
with Christ. We will look at what Luther says and others as
we dive into “The Things that Bring You Closer to Jesus.”
Come and grow with us!
Ash Wednesday, March 6
12:00 pm & 6:00 pm Worship
Wednesdays, March 13 –April 10
12:00 pm Lenten Worship
1:00 pm Lunch
5:00 pm Lenten Supper
6:00 pm Lenten Worship

86%

A Friend Invited Me

6%

Organized Visitation

6%

Invited by the Pastor

2%

Advertising
Churchgrowth.org

Who have you invited to join you at
Saving Grace?

Who Have You Invited to
Saving Grace?
We’ll have cards available with our regular
service times as well as a Lenten Schedule
on the back for you to hand out in your
neighborhood and to friends. If each
family asked one person to church—just
think how full our Sanctuary would be!

Thrivent Choice

HOLY WEEK
Tuesday, April 16
11:00 am Lenten Communion & Lunch
Maundy Thursday, April 18
7:00 pm Worship & First Communion
Good Friday, April 19
12:00 pm Worship
Saturday, April 20
5:00 pm Easter Vigil Worship
Easter Sunday, April 21
7:00, 8:30 & 10:30 am Worship
7:30—10:30 am Easter Breakfast

Are you a Thrivent member? Thank you to
those members who have supported Saving
Grace by directing their Choice Dollars to the
church. Saving Grace received $2578 in
Thrivent outreach funding in 2018! If you
haven’t done so yet, please consider directing
your Choice Dollars to the church.
2018 Choice Dollars expire on March 31st, so
don’t delay!
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