A newsletter for members & friends
of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.

June 2020
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all
as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
Rooted and Grounded in Love
If you read the newsletter for May, you would have seen an article I wrote about how we experience change in
our lives. It was around this same time that I was inspired to make a short YouTube video focused on the same
topic. Our lives have been shaken up and disrupted. In faith, one question remains as we try to navigate through
our lives. What is God up to? This shifts our focus back onto God as our creator and provider and looks to him for
answers and guidance. The video is meant to provide people with a sense of hope, purpose, and faith trusting
that God is up to something good and worthwhile in your life.
I’ll leave the link here for those viewing online, but feel free to visit our YouTube page to see it posted under our
“Videos” tab. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zo6D4ay0ytA
Blessings,
Pastor Dan

Devotionals Continued!
You will be able to find devotions each day on our
website (saving-gracechurch.com) and on our
Facebook page. If you don’t happen to be tech savvy,
reach out and ask someone what the devotional was
about for that day. If you are tech savvy, reach out to
someone and tell them what the devotion was about
for that day!
Our daily devotions will lead you and prepare you for
worship on Sunday. By staying connected in this way,
you will have a deeper understanding of the
Scripture that is being focused on during a given
weekend. We continue to consider ways to foster a
ministry that is “Safer at Home,” but still a blessing to
you all.

Do you have a favorite hymn you would like to
sing during worship? Something new or an
old favorite?
We are taking requests! Email the songs you
would like to hear included to Office@savinggracechurch.com.
Put song requests in the subject line.
We’ll use as many of these requests during
our worship services as we can. Stay tuned to
hear your favorites!

“ 22 Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It
will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
5:1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope 5and hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us.
(Romans 4:22-25-5:4)
Have you ever noticed that some people have lives that are more difficult than others? Every once in a
while, you see a person who rises above the rest. It’s not because of their attributes, it because of their
faith. Faith has a way of changing your outlook on life.
Mercy Goodfaith was an orphan at the age of ten. She was un-happy, sickly, ill-tempered, not terribly
attractive, and was stooped over. No one seemed to love her, and no one wanted her until one day a
woman came to the orphanage looking for a child no one else would take.
Thirty-five years later reports circulated in a county that there was a home for orphans stood out above
all others. A case-worker reported that the children were clean and happy. The matron of this home
frequently sang with the children while one of the older girls assisted by playing on a small pump organ.
The orphans loved their housemother and flocked to her. She gave each one of the orphans her utmost
love and gracious attention. That great matron of the orphanage was none other than, a stooped over
forty-five-year-old women named Mercy Goodfaith.
Mercy didn’t allow her adversities in life to dictate how she would live her life. She had “peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. In Mercy’s life suffering produced endurance, endurance produced
character, and character produced hope. She shared that hope with the orphans who needed to know
they were precious and loved.
It’s God’s love that has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that gives us hope when
others would give up. He reminds us as Paul wrote, “My grace is sufficient for you for power is made
perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) When you feel like giving up remember that God is in the
process of shaping you into something beautiful.
In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Pastor David Irgens
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From Pastor Dan

1Blessed

is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
3 He

is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
- Psalm 1:1-3

Last month, we talked about being rooted and grounded in love. God is the gardener and we are his plants. I
grew up watching a T.V. show on the Discovery channel called Mythbusters. They test myths to see whether or
not age-old myths hold up to the scrutiny of tests and scientific observation. A few years back they tested
whether plants grew better in environments of music, constant talking, or absolute silence. They found that their
pea plants actually grew better in green houses that had music or recorded conversation playing at all hours of
the day and night.
In a similar way, we are nourished by God’s Word. We are rooted and grounded in love and the Word of God is
water for our roots and light for our leaves. We grow up into a strong tree as we “meditate on his law day and
night.” God is inviting us to mull over Scripture on a regular basis. Many of you have told me about the
encouragement you have received from your daily prayers and devotionals. Those times are evidence of your
roots and branches growing strong in the Lord! There have been times in my life where it has been easier to find
motivation to spend time in God’s word, prayer, and Scripture memory. There have been times in my life where it
has been much harder to find that same motivation.
I’ve needed people in my life to ask me, “What are you reading in the Bible these days?” or “What Scripture are
you memorizing right now?” There have been times in my life where I’ve fumbled through answering those
questions, “Um, you know…It’s been a little while since…since I’ve read a whole book over a period of time.”
Sometimes that awkward exchange is enough to help me “get back on the wagon!” We all have ups and downs
and there could be a whole list of circumstances that keeps us away from spending time with God in his Word.
Take this article as a loving nudge to drink the water of God’s Word, to soak up the Light of the Scripture. When
the time comes, in your season, you will bear fruit.
Every Blessing from the Lord,
Pastor Dan
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“Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director
He has given me a new song to sing, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see what he has done and be
amazed. They will put their trust in the Lord. Psalm 40:3
He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” Hebrews
2:12
The Lord continues to truly bless and amaze us throughout this time when we are worshiping in a virtual manner.
Thank you to our steadfast musicians (Kayla, Kyle, and Kiara) for their musical leadership on Wednesday evenings
and Sunday mornings. Their gift of music is truly appreciated. We have used only these three music leaders
during the “safer at home” time in order to create a safe environment at Saving Grace. We sincerely miss all our
musicians, from the choir to our worship team members to our special music providers, and we pray we can soon
join together again in song when it is safe to do so!
Special Music: Special music has been approached in a new fashion- video submissions. We are so thankful to all
musicians who have submitted these great videos for worship: Mario and Sherry Friedl; Sarah and Alex Plum;
Anne Schreiber and Sherry Friedl; Heidi and Beth Joosten; Carlos Rojo. (At Saving Grace - Mario, Sarah, and Alex
are contemporary worship band members and Carlos is the adult choir director). Also, thank you to Pastor Dan
for his wonderful “live” offering of special music throughout the Easter season and on Mother’s Day. We are
sincerely grateful for the talent and spiritual message these musicians have shared with us through their music. If
anyone is interested in submitting a video for special music or would like to provide special music when we are
back to worshiping together, please contact me at music@saving-gracechurch.com.
YouTube Playlist: Last month, I created a playlist of hymns (both traditional and contemporary) on YouTube for
you to listen to and sing along with. I have added some new songs to this list. I invite you to embrace this music
as food for your soul. You may access the playlist in three different ways:
● Link to playlist (simply click this if you are reading a digital copy of the newsletter)
● Type the following url on your internet browser:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoyn3sQLaozTLHF__ISg9vAjN5wDPI9fj
● Go to YouTube.com and search Beth Joosten. Once you find my channel,
click “Playlists”, and you will see the Saving Grace Song List playlist.
Favorite Hymns/Songs: If you have a favorite hymn or contemporary song you
would like to hear on Wednesday evenings or Sunday mornings, please email
these suggestions to the church office. We would love to include them!

Whether we are worshiping together or virtually, continue “to put your trust in
the Lord”, share your faith with one another, and sing your praises of our Lord
and Savior. Wishing you all a blessed June and hope to see you soon!
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Did you know that we have a Facebook
page just for our Saving Grace Families? If
you would like an invite to the page, please
email Melissa @
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. Access
to the page is by invitation only to keep it
safe for our children and families.

Sunday School has wrapped up for the year. We
greatly missed seeing the children each week, but at
the same time we all had a great time learning
together via our Sunday Zoom classes.
The Sunday School @ Home section will stay on the
church website and will be updated in June to recap
the year.
http://saving-gracechurch.com/sunday-school-home

We’re bringing Vacation Bible School to you! The week of June 21 st, we are launching
a week-long Vacation Bible School @ Home program. Just like Sunday School, VBS @
Home will be live (via Zoom) Monday, June 22nd through Friday, June 26th from 1 0am
to 12 noon.
For those who aren’t able to join us for the live sessions, VBS @ Home will also be available on the church
website and our Saving Grace LCMC Family Page so that families can participate when it
is convenient for them.
Material boxes will be delivered the week prior to VBS. The Zoom link will be emailed the
week before as well.
Registration via the survey has completed, but you can still email Melissa @
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com to have the link emailed to you.

A huge thank you to each of our Sunday School teachers and volunteers!! We
wouldn’t have such a great program without you! Thank you, Donna Switzer,
(Adult Education), Bobbi Larson and Dolly Papke (Preschool & Kindergarten),
Allison Otto and Ashley Otto (1st-3rd grades), Tracy Samuelson and Rachel
Samuelson (4th-6th grades), and Renae Hestekin (Sunday School helper
extraordinaire)!!
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Thank You for Your Gifts
Donations made to the church in memory of or in
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of
celebration or remembrance are always
important and very much appreciated.

2020 Giving through May 21: $172,316.31
Expenses through May 21: $206,223.53
Assets:
General Operating Account: $86,034
Legacy/Reserve Account: $110,636
Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign:
$331,786
Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6958

General Operating Fund
In Memory of Ruth Irgens: John Kevin & Janet
Johnson
In Memory of Roger Casper’s Birthday: Ruth
Casper
In Memory of Roger Albertson: Craig Gibson,
Caroline Irgens, Sue Sorensen Tjaden, Ted &
Molly Irgens
In Memory of Larry Larson: Donna Switzer, Doug
& Jill Klawiter, Stan & Jean Brettingen

As of May 21, $592,378 has been pledged
to the Capital Campaign,
with an additional $98,906 non-pledge
money in the Capital Campaign Account.
Current Capital Campaign Balance:
$302,888

In Memory of Mary Koontz: Julie Engfer
In Memory of David Nelson: Dolly Papke
In Memory of mothers Margaret Jacobson &
Bertha Brettingen: Stan & Jean Brettingen
In Memory of Mike Mattison: Stan & Jean
Brettingen, Bev Nelson
In Memory of mothers Pearl Finseth & Evelyn
Johnson: Arnie & Irene Johnson
Television Fund
In Memory of Mae & Knute Hjelle, Rev. Roger
Hjelle: Diane & John Ryberg
In Memory of Dolores Zimmerman & Ken
Costley: Mary & Dennis Seidling & Family

Shopping on Amazon?
Support Saving Grace by going to smile.amazon.com
and register for Saving Grace Lutheran Church.
Same Amazon, same prices, same Prime (if you have
it), but a small percentage of dollars you spend are
donated directly to the church.

Capital Campaign Fund
In Memory of Mike Mattison: Bob & Pam Bee
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Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee

In April and May, we donated to:
Covid-19 Cheese Curd Donation Program
April 10, 2020
It’s only been a few days since the touching story of milk hauler, Rich Miller, hit KARE11, but the outpouring
of support has been nothing short of incredible. Many were touched by his story and his mission of helping
both his farmer friends and those in need by starting a cheese curd donation program. Rich’s story also
inspired other groups from the area to join in by forming their own similar curd donation initiatives to
expand the program to even more food pantries and schools. So far the program has purchased over 8,000
pounds of cheese curds!
Because of this program, and the success we’ve seen through our curbside pick-up program, we have not
had to dump any milk at our creamery or the farms. A definite win for our cooperative and our farmers!
Due to the popularity of the program, we are making a few slight changes so we can keep up with demand
and help all those who need it.
1. Donation requests under this program will only be accepted for schools and food pantries.
2. Donation requests will only be accepted through our online donation form.
Rich has proven that it’s possible for one person to truly make a difference. Once again, thank you Rich for
seeing a need and stepping up to fill it. You are an inspiration to us all!
If you’d like to contribute to the COVID-19 Cheese Curd Donation program, donations can be sent to:
Ellsworth Cooperative Creamery

PO Box 610

Ellsworth, WI 54011

Positive Avenues & Sojourner House: At the moment, they have combined and those that normally would be
sheltered at Sojourner House are at Hobbs Arena so that they can spread out. A check was sent for both.
Also, Feed My People, Ephrem, and Starfish Kids.

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. Call or email one of
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions.
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor David
or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential.
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Streaming and TV Broadcast of Holy Communion
Reminder - We are practicing communion over the Live Stream.
1. Have a small piece of bread and a sip of wine or grape juice available before the service.
2. Participate in the Confession and Forgiveness of Sins before Communion.
3. After the Words of Institution are said, You will be invited instructed to take the bread/ Body of Christ and
eat it when the Pastor instructs you, “This is the Body of Christ given for you” then eat the bread/Christ’s
Body
4. When you hear the Words, “This is The Blood of Christ shed for you.” Take the wine, grape juice/Christ’s
Blood and drink it.
5. Then you will receive a Blessing!
We are free and encouraged to practice communion in this way. It is the command of God and the words of
Christ that make communion effective. This is in line with our Lutheran heritage and confession.
As we quote Christ in the Words of Institution, hear His Word of forgiveness and receive His Body/bread and
Blood/wine or grape juice we receive the forgiveness of sins at His Word.

Updating Our Contact Information
We’ve had a dedicated crew of people calling each of our members on the telephone to “check in” and keep us all
connected. One thing we’ve learned making these calls is that we still need to update some member information!
Have you cancelled your landline and are only using a cell phone? Have you moved recently? Please update the
church office with your information. As we learn information from these calls, I’ve been updating our database to
be as current as possible – but we need your help. Ideally, email me at office@saving-gracechurch.com with
changes, as there isn’t anyone at church to answer the phone right now. We want to stay connected!
A reminder, we have been calling every member of the church, so if your caller ID shows an unfamiliar name or
number it may be one of your church family. Please listen to your messages and call back if you can so we know
you are OK!

The CDC recommends – Protect yourself and others - Wear your mask in public!
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html
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We are all sad we can’t worship in person –
but isn’t it great to know when you watch a
live stream worship service (or the TV
Broadcast) you ARE worshipping with your
church family AND so many new visitors all
at the same time!

We went right to the source to answer these
important questions from congregation members.
Thank you, Pastor Dan!

We want to share some numbers with you:
In the last week, there were 1113 visits to
our website, 552 visiting our live stream
worship, In the last 30 days there were
4731 visits to our site, 2039 on live stream
worship and 127 viewing past services on
our media page! Continue to visit, invite
your friends, and pray we will soon meet
some of these visitors in person!

Q: How many pairs of black socks does Pastor Dan
own?
A: Two
A week ago, I was wearing some pretty colorful socks
during Wednesday’s live stream service. When I was
talking with Glen after the service he said, “Now we’re
going to have people asking us why you’re wearing a
munchkin’s socks.” I’m not sure why, but I’ve always
enjoyed wearing colorful socks. I only wear black socks
if the occasion requires it.

Q: How many pairs of pants can Pastor Dan wear at
one time?
A: Five
A congregation member has somehow gotten a hold of
my mom’s phone number. I’m not sure all of what they
talk about, but I think this question came up because of
how I returned from a mission trip to Uganda. Two
circumstances came together that I found myself
wearing five pairs of pants on the plane ride back home
from that mission trip. One, I had caught a terrible case
of diarrhea while I was in Africa. I came back having
lost a significant amount of weight. Two, I had
purchased a fairly large drum that I was dead set on
keeping safe on the flight home. I packed the drum in
my suitcase and I wore all the clothes that no longer fit
in my luggage. I still have the drum with me to this day.

2020 Church Council
Kevin Balash, President
Stan Brettingen, Vice President
Patty Dundas, Secretary
Bill Cunningham, Treasurer
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,
Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright,
Michelle Otto
For contact information, please refer to
your Church Directory or contact the
Church Office via email.
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Elayna Gutsch
Elayna graduated with her Bachelors of Nursing (BSN) degree from Viterbo
University in La Crosse WI on Saturday May 9th.
She completed her degree that included clinical rotations in various health
system’s throughout Wisconsin and Minnesota as well as Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota and San Raymundo, Guatemala.
She is excited to start her career at Mayo Health System in Eau Claire working
as a Registered Nurse on the Medical/Surgical floor!

Dale Stahlbusch
Dale is graduating from Eau Claire North High School. He will be attending
UW-Stout in the fall for Industrial Design.

SereneGrace Timp
SereneGrace is graduating from Eau Claire North High School. She will be studying Psychology at North Dakota
State University this fall.

Logan Rud
Logan is graduating from Eau Claire North High School. He will be enlisting in the Air Force.

Will DeBlaey
Will, who plays bass guitar at the Contemporary service, earned a BS in Music/Liberal Arts with a certificate in
WGSS from UW Eau Claire.
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Dylan Kierstead
Dylan is graduating from Eau Claire North High School. He will be
attending Adrian College in Michigan to study Business. He has
accepted an offer from the college to be on their Collegiate Bass Fishing
Team!

Alex Sackett
After I graduate from Fall Creek High School, I will be enlisting
into the United States Marine Corps. I look forward to serving
my country.
-Alex Sackett

Melissa Corlett
Our very own Education Director earned a degree from CVTC in Early
Childhood Education.
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Articles for the July newsletter are due to
Julie Atkinson via email office@savinggracechurch.com by June 19.

Even though we had to cancel our Spring Blood
Drive at our church site, you can give blood at Red
Cross centers in the Eau Claire area. The Red
Cross has many measures in place for you to
safely give blood. There is a huge need and
donations are down – so if you can give, please –
you could save a life! An appointment is needed.
Go to the Red Cross website or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (800-733-2767) to schedule your
appointment today!
We are planning another blood drive at Saving
Grace in October.

Do you have a prayer request?
Please email your request to
office@saving-gracechurch.com and
indicate if it is a confidential request, or
you would like it included on the prayer
chain and in the worship service

Invite someone to your “virtual” church this week! We can still share our community and faith –
even if we can’t be present in-person! Don’t forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts!

"A father is someone you look
up to no matter how tall you
grow." Unknown

Contact Information
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020
Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com
Associate Pastor Dan Doran: pastordansglc@gmail.com
Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com
www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC
YouTube Channel – Saving Grace
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