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A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

June 2019 

 

The call committee has made the executive 
committee aware of their top choice for the 
position of associate pastor. We had 14 
applicants for our position of associate pastor. 
At this point we will continue to pray for God's 
guidance for the future of Saving Grace 
Lutheran Church.  

Articles for the July newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by June 20. 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

Begins AFTER Memorial Day 

Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:00 am 

No Wednesday Worship 

Pentecost Sunday 
Is June 9th.  

Wear red to church! 

Van Drivers Needed! 
Our Transportation Ministry needs 
volunteers to drive a route  with our 
church van on occasional Sunday 
mornings.  This is the only way some of 
our members can get to a worship 
service.  If you can help, call the church 
office and we’ll get you started. 

You can help save a life! 

If you have donated blood before May 5th, you will 
be eligible to donate on July 1st!  If you plan to do a 
double red cell donation, there is a 112-day 
requirement between donations. Sign-up sheets 
for donating will be available at church, you can go 
to  RedCrossBlood.org and enter Saving Grace to 
schedule an appointment, or call 1-800-733-2767. 

Free Red Cross T-Shirts will be available to donors 
from July 1-6!  

Can’t donate?  We will need help that day with 
food and registration, as well as food donations for 
the Red Cross staff and donors.  We’ll have a sign-
up for that too. 

SAVING GRACE RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, July 1st   12-6 pm 

http://redcrossblood.org/
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“1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 2 through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we share in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God.       (Romans 5:1-2) 

 

I have to admit, sometimes I want all of the answers right now. I want things to be just the way I want 
them to be. I have it all figured out, or at least I hope that I do. I try to prepare for the unknown in life, but 
the unexpected still happens. Sometimes we wonder what God is doing, while we have to endure the 
mess. 
 
Time and time again I’m reminded that God is teaching me something. “Since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1) Sometimes I forget the Christ is 
working in my life to open my eyes to what He is doing. When things don’t go the way I want them to go 
or the unexpected happens, sometimes I forget that God is teaching me to trust and rely on Him for 
everything. I know that He always has the best in mind for me. After all God has given us life itself and he 
knows my thoughts and what I will say even before I utter it. (Psalm 139:4) Then why is it so difficult to 
trust in Him? 
 
John Newton in 1779 wrote the words to the well-known hymn “Amazing Grace.” He had a good 
understanding of how God works in the middle of difficult times. 
 
He wrote, “I compare the troubles which we have to undergo in the course of the year to a great bundle of 
sticks, far too large for us to lift. But God does not require us to carry the whole at once. He mercifully 
unties the bundle, and gives us first one stick, which we are to carry today, and then another, which we 
are to carry tomorrow, and so on. This we might easily manage, if we would only take the burden 
appointed for us each day; but we choose to increase our troubles by carrying yesterday's stick over again 
today, and adding tomorrow's burden to our load, before we are required to bear it.”—John Newton 
 
We are to trust in God for what He is doing, as Jesus Christ our Good Shepherd leads and guides us on our 
path and the Holy Spirit who gives us strength for tomorrow. What are we afraid of “If God is for us, who 
can be against us?” (Romans 8:31) Why do we fear the little things in life and have such a difficult time 
trusting in Jesus from day to day? Paul reminds us that, “suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us.” (Romans 5:3) The 
Holy Spirit continues pour into our hearts the love God has for us. Jesus reminds us, “my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30). When we trust in the Lord we are never disappointed. 
 
Lord, give us hope as we place our trust in Christ, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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                                   The Reading Club meets year- 

                                   round every  second Tuesday of  

                                   the month in the Meeting Room 

at church for lively and interesting discussion and 

fellowship.  We bring in books, newspaper articles 

and magazine stories that we find interesting to 

share and discuss as a group.   All are welcome! 

VBS 2019 

School’s just getting out for summer but we are gearing up for our 2019 Vacation Bible School Program. This 
year’s theme is “ROAR!” and it will be our best one yet!  Sign-ups will start this month.  We will kick this year 
off with a pool party open to the ENTIRE congregation on Sunday, July 14th from 6pm-8pm at the Fairfax Pool. 
VBS then runs from 8am-4pm on Monday, July 15th and Tuesday, July 16th. VBS is FREE to all children- if you 
know children invite them!  They can find a registration form in our office, or on our website. If you are 
interested in volunteering to help out at VBS, please contact the church office or see the sign-up on the table 
near the Sanctuary.   We need lots of helpers in many different roles! Thank you for investing in our 
children’s Christian education! 
 

 

 

 

Called2Serve 2019 

Due to scheduling conflicts, we had to change the dates that our older youth in Illumin8 we will be providing 
service to the community. The new dates are August 16th, 17th, 18th. We will be helping out people in our 
community in a variety of capacities. If you or someone you know need some help with a task (painting, yard 
work, landscaping, cleaning, baking, organizing, small construction projects, etc.) please contact the office  or 
see the sign-up ASAP! We are making our list now so we can ensure we get everyone’s needs met! 

 

                               Throughout the Summer, 
                               we will be collecting 
                               School Supplies for African 
                               children.  Teamwork Africa 
will do the shipping and distribution. As you 
see sales or go to thrift sales, think about 
picking up either new or gently used items.  
We’ll have a basket in the Fellowship Hall for 
your donations. 

Steph’s Thoughts for June...  
Taking the Summer Off... 

Summers are amazing- as children we get to take the 
summer off from school to play, sleep in, eat popsicles, 
and run around with our friends. We get a break from 
school, but do we get a break from church? True... there’s 
no Sunday School programs during the summer, but does 
that mean we don’t have to go to church in the summers 
either? Nope!  Summers are a wonderful time to worship 
God and thank him for all the beauty all around us! Psalm 
34:1 says “I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.” That means that we should 
never stop praising God and sharing his love with others! 
There is no better place to praise God and be with our 
family of believers than at church! So... do we get a break 
from church like school in the summer??? No we don’t. 
God never takes a break from loving and watching over 
us, so why would we take a break from praising Him?  

Prayer: “God, we thank you today for watching over us 
and loving us even when we do wrong or wander from 
you. Thank you for constantly pursuing us and bringing us 
back to your arms. We are so thankful for the beautiful 
summer and the constant reminders of You all around us. 
Please help us to remember that You are always with us, 
beside us, and for us. In Your name we pray, Amen.” 
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 Great for Graduation, Teacher & 
Wedding Gifts! 

“Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places 
you shop every day.  They don’t cost you 
extra, but the church gets a percentage of 
each one you purchase.  Use scrip for your 
everyday purchases (groceries, gas, 
restaurants, department & big box stores, 
etc.) or for gifts.  As of  May 26: 

YTD Rebates:  $5025            
Scrip Balance: $33,923 

 
Men of Saving Grace 

MEN’S BREAKFAST:  Join us @ 7:30 on Saturday 
mornings year ‘round for breakfast & fellowship.   

Thrift Sale   

The Saving Grace Spring Thrift Sale will be on 
Saturday June 8th from 9am-2pm.  Plan to bring 
in your treasures for donation during the week of 
June 2nd.   Please price and sort your donations if 
you are able.  No TV, phones, computers please.  

This sale takes lots of work.  Schedule in some 
time now to come help us set up or work on the 
day of the sale. All proceeds from the thrift sale 
benefit the church!   

Like Pie & Ice Cream? Want a New TV? 
Mark your calendars! 

Annual Pie & Ice Cream Social AND Raffle 
Thursday June 27th 

4:00 – 7:00 pm 
 

Be sure to mark this date to enjoy delicious food 
(BBQ’s, Hot Dogs, Pie & Ice Cream) great 
fellowship, and the chance to win a TV!  Food 
tickets will be available in the church office in 
June or at the door. 

And don’t forget the raffle: 
 

Here is your chance to win a 55” Samsung UHD 
TV and HELP achieve our goal for a new church 
facility.  Get your raffle tickets from Donna 
Switzer, several other women crafters, or in the 
church office during office hours.  $2 each or 3 
for $5.  The drawing will be held at our Pie & Ice 
cream Social.  (Need not be present to win.) 

We will have an outdoor/gardening area at the 
Thrift Sale.  As you start dividing your plants 
and planting in your garden, think about 
bringing a few in for the sale.  Also gently used 
gardening supplies, implements, etc. 

Thank you for donating and participating. 
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How Can I Give to the Church? 

Part B 
Scrip 
Purchase Scrip cards from Saving Grace for your everyday purchases (gas, groceries, restaurants, etc) or for 
gifts.  They don’t cost you anything extra, but the church receives 3—10% of the face value when they are 
used. 
 

Amazon Smile 
Make your Amazon purchases on “Amazon Smile“-  Same products, same pricing—and register Saving Grace 
as your non-profit of choice.  Amazon will pay a small percentage of purchases (they can add up!) to the 
church.     https://smile.amazon.com 
 

Thrivent  
If you are a Thrivent member (this is by no means an endorsement or recommendation), they offer “Choice 
Dollars”.  You can choose to have yours go to Saving Grace.  This costs you nothing extra.   
They also offer Thrivent Action Plan dollars in increments of $250 for special church events or projects.  
Contact your rep. 

            Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

                                                   Chippewa Valley Street Ministry is one of our missions we regularly support. 
                                                   We use our scrip program to provide financial support and we shop and donate 
                                                   things for the needs list.  “Chippewa Valley Street Ministry is a ministry that 
                                                   seeks to meet the needs of those who are not able to find housing, clothing and 
other various needs to survive. On most Tuesday and Friday nights we can be found from about 5:30-7:00 
p.m. in the parking lot opposite Sojourner House on Barstow Street in Eau Claire, WI ministering to people 
who are living on the streets. We offer them warm clothing, gloves, hats, blankets, water, candy, hygiene 
kits, and whatever else we might have. If they need something that we don't have, we will try to get it! We 
also seek to connect resources offered by other ministries and governmental services to people who are in 
need. Beyond meeting the physical needs of people, we are also there to offer prayer, a compassionate ear, 
a human touch, and our friendship. We are a ministry that works with those who tend to fall through the 
cracks of our society.“  You can visit www.chippewavalleyministry.org for more information. 
As you sort through items for our thrift sale at Saving Grace, or shop sales and thrift sales this summer, 
please keep this ministry in mind.  You may bring items to the church and we will see they get delivered.   
This is their current urgent needs list: 
   1-2 person tents   
   Men’s Boxers size M & L  or  Jogging Pants size M-XL 
   Men’s Athletic Shorts size M-XL 
   Backpacks: large, sturdy, and in good condition 
   Financial Gifts & Gas/Food Cards 
 

In May a donation was made to: 

King’s Closet: The King’s Closet has been expanding. In addition to clothing, they provide all types of 
household items such as dishes, bedding, etc.  They now have a large warehouse with everything sorted in 
totes. Volunteers go to surrounding towns to distribute items to people with low incomes.  

Flood Victims: We are giving to help the many flood victims throughout Iowa, Nebraska and along the 
Mississippi. The money is being donated through Thrivent because they are matching donations. 

Also, our ongoing donations for Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 



6 

Funerals 

Arlene Solberg  May 10th  

Paul Milledge May 13 

Loretta Kleven-Brown May 21 

 

High School Graduates 

Karissa Ackerman 

Austin Bender 

Vance Emerson 

Ashley Otto 

Jacob Owen 

Anna Sackett 

Mason Thurston 
 

College Graduate 

Kyle Balash 

North Park University 

(Chemistry/Pre-Med) 

In Church Invitation – June 1-2 and June 8-9 

Our “Faithfully Growing Our Future” capital campaign is an 
invitation that will encourage every registered household to 
offer a 36-month financial commitment to purchase an existing 
facility or purchase land and build a new church home.  The 
commitment should be above and beyond what you contribute 
weekly or monthly to support the annual church budget. 

For those who have not received your folder, we want to 
personally invite your financial support in a way that we 
believe will respect your valuable time.  Therefore, 
immediately following the weekend services on Jun 1-2 or 
June 8-9, we will ask you to remain in Church after the service 
for no more than 20 minutes.  

During that time, we will briefly review a folder that has been 
prepared for your household.  We will invite you to take the 
information home, reflect on your blessings, and offer your 
financial support for the capital campaign.   

You will not be asked to offer your financial decision when 
you receive your folder.  The decision of whether to contribute 
or what specific financial amount to consider is entirely up to 
you.    

If you choose NOT to join us for one of the 20-minute sessions 
after service, a volunteer visitor will personally contact you in 
the coming weeks. 

Recognizing the demands of your busy schedule, we hope that 
you will plan ahead to attend one of the six (6) opportunities 
after services on June 1-2 or June 8-9.  Thank you! 

Have you signed up? 

The church runs smoothly with the 
help of many volunteers.  Besides 
joining a committee, there are always 
opportunities to serve.  There are 
currently sign-up sheets for: 

Greeters 
VBS Volunteer 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Beacon House Meals 

Beacon House Delivery/Overnights 
Communion Servers 

Also Help Requests for Called2Serve 
 

Is your name on one of them? 
Thank you! 

January—May 2019   General Operating  
Income:  $181,155     (Budgeted: $184,485) 

Expenses: $170,730 
 

General Operating Account Balance: $65,078 
Legacy Account Balance: $77,232 

Exchange Account Balance: $135,866 
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Our homebound church members would love to 
receive a greeting from members of their 
church family.  We will have an address list 
available in the office if you wish to send a card 
or make a visit.  If you or someone you know 
should be added to this list, please contact the 
church office.  Thank you to the women who are 
mailing a copy of this newsletter along with a 
personal note each month to our Homebound  
church family members. 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Roger Casper’s Birthday: Ruth Casper 

In Memory of Ginny Wright’s Brother-in-law:  Stan & 
Jean Brettingen 

In Memory of Arlene Solberg:  Harold & Ione Freid 

In Memory of Paul Milledge: Larry & Sandy McClean, 
Mary Peterson, Karen Kremer, Lois Schlattman, 
Joanne Ures-Halvorson, Geraldine Wojtysiak, Michael 
& Janet Johnson, Charlotte Prince 

In Memory of Loretta Brown: Allan & Ruth Hofland, 
Sharon Risberg 

Mission Fund 

In Memory of Loretta Brown: Michael & Jane Brown 

Who  will you invite to  

Saving Grace in June? 
We have cards  available with our regular 
service times  as well as a Summer Schedule 
on the back for you to hand out in your 
neighborhood and to friends.  If each family 
asked one person to church—just think how 
full our Sanctuary would be! 

 

                                                                                       Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

 

As a Mission Church, Saving Grace is 
committed to sharing Christ’s love in our 
community.  Our next “Beacon House Week” 
will start on June 16th.  
 

What’s new: 
For our week in June, we’d like to try something 
new to get more people involved and make it 
easier for those who are.  We will be asking for 
donations of hotdishes, salads and desserts for 
each day of our week. No need to make an 
entire meal.   Just sign up and bring your food 
item (enough for 10 or so people) by 4:30 pm 
to the church, and we’ll get it delivered.  We 
just ask that hot items be brought right at 4:30 
or that you note on the sign-up if something 
will need to be warmed up so we can plan 
accordingly. 

**We need many more people to sign-up to 
bring food items! ** 

Look for the sign-up sheet on the table  as you 
enter the Sanctuary, and help us share Christ’s 
love by caring for those who are in need in our 
community. 

We will still need volunteers for overnight 
stays and to help deliver meals. Start thinking 
about your availability for the week of June 
16.  The sign-up for these opportunities to 
serve are up in the entryway. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance  are always important 
and very much appreciated. 
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Hospital Visits 

If you are in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit we want to be there!  While we 

call the Mayo and Sacred Heart Hospitals daily 

Monday – Thursday to ask about Saving Grace 

members, if you haven’t specifically told them 

you are from our church, they may not tell us 

you are there.   The new Marshfield Hospital 

will not give out any information unless we  ask 

about a specific person, but you can ask them 

to call the church for you.   

The best way to reach Pastor David if you or a 

loved one are in the hospital is to call or have a 

family member call the church office during 

business hours or call the emergency cell phone 

(715.797.1000) on weekends or evenings.  

Thank You! 
We would like to thank the Men of 
Saving Grace for making an amazing 
meal for our wedding in April. We’d also 
like to thank the Women of Saving Grace 
and Illumin8 members who helped with 
serving the cake and the meal. Finally, 
thank you to the Joyful Noise Choir for 
singing, Pastor David for officiating, and 
all the others who helped to make our 
wedding day special! We are truly 
blessed to have such a wonderful faith 
family here at Saving Grace and can’t 
possibly thank you all enough for your 
support and love! God’s blessings on all 
of you!  Love- Kirk & Stephenie Poeschel 

The Blood Donor 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you.”   
                                                                (Exodus 12:13) 
On the night my husband was rushed to the 
hospital for emergency surgery, another member 
of our church had a heart attack.  They were both 
admitted to the same hospital where their 
surgeries required many units of blood.  
Emergency vehicles sped from St. Louis and Kansas 
City, bringing the life saving fluid to the two 
patients, both of whom survived. 

It should be no surprise that the Hebrew people 
were told to mark their doorposts with blood as a 
sign of protection.  Blood is the ultimate life 
source.  Bodies can’t exist without sufficient blood.  
Through the generosity of donors many lives have 
been saved. 

When we donate a small amount of blood it causes 
us little pain and inconvenience.  When Jesus gave 
his blood it was with pain, suffering, and death.  
Jesus is our Passover lamb.  When  the angel of 
death comes to us, we are spared God’s 
punishment for our sins.  Jesus’ blood marks us as 
God’s  forgiven children. 

Lord, we thank you for your costly gift of grace.  
Amen 

Prayer concern: To be aware of the need and 
privilege to donate blood. 

As seen on a barn in Kansas: 

No God  No Peace 

Know God Know Peace 

 

 

 

 

It’s a Pool Party! 

To kick off VBS this summer we're having a pool 

party—but it’s not just for kids!  Everyone in the 

congregation (and friends) are invited to Fairfax Pool 

(4200 Fairfax St., Eau Claire) on Sunday, July 14 from 

6—8 pm.  We’ll have the whole pool for our group, 

and the makings of a great summer get-together.  

No cost to attend, just bring a dish for a potluck and 

join us for some fun in the sun!   More details soon. 
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Glad you asked: 

  Could the Idea/Question Box  be freestanding so it would be more visible? 
 We’ll give it a try—we’ve moved it to the front entryway on it’s own table.  
  Can there be more upbeat music at the 10:30 service? 
 The music and worship at 10:30 (10:00 this summer) are being addressed, but it’s a work in progress.  
 Meanwhile we’ve had some wonderful leaders and musicians help with our worship.  Come & see! 
 Keep telling us what you like or would like to see more of! 
  How about nametags for the congregation—not everyone is good at remembering names. 
 Some studies suggest that permanent nametags worn by members make visitors feel left out, or 
 “I’m one of the in crowd-you’re not.”  See someone who you don’t recognize or whose name you’re 
 not sure of?  Go up and talk to that person, or sit with someone new for coffee fellowship.  As you get 
 to know a person better—you’ll remember their name!  We are also making an effort to put pictures 
 and names of Council members and  Committee members up on our News Board to help you put  
 together names and faces.  
  Can we see regular income reports?   We are publishing these monthly in the newsletter. 
  What’s going on with the search for a new Associate Pastor?  See the Call Committee message each 
 month. 
 
If you have an idea, for either the church or the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question,  either write it 
down (can be anonymous) and put in the Idea/Question box outside the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor 
Irgens  or a Staff member.  We’ll get your answer  or  share as many ideas as we can each month in “Our 
Journey”. 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com          

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 

Steph Poeschel, Education / Choir Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

The Bible According to Me 

  I am my neighbor’s Bible 

  He reads me when we meet. 

  Today he reads me in my home, 

  Tomorrow in the street; 

  He may be relative or friend 

  Or slight acquaintance be;  

  He may not even know my name 

  But he is reading me. 

  Author Unknown 

The NEWS Board 

What do you see as you walk out of the Sanctuary on the way to 

have coffee?  DO YOU ever look at the NEWS bulletin board?  

Here you’ll see pictures and bios of church leaders (and soon 

committees), notable information about church members, 

happenings in our community, and more.  It’s always changing, 

so be sure to stop and check it out every time you walk by. 

If you have a news item that you would like to share on the 
board, please leave it in the church office—we may need to 
move things around, make room, etc., but we’ll do the best we 
can to find room for news pertinent to our congregation. 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.com

