
                                                      Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service 
Sundays at 11:30 am beginning July 5th  

(behind Saving Grace Lutheran Church in the Parking Lot across Fairfax St. next to  
Citizens Community Federal Bank) 

We know there are some people who would like to gather to see each other in a Worship Service, and have 

looked into all the options. We are still under restrictions at this time, but we are allowed to hold a Parking Lot 

Worship Service where everyone attending is safely in their cars. Join us on July 5th.  We will be following 

recommendations from the Wisconsin Council of Churches (30 W. Mifflin St, Ste 602 Madison, WI 53703) in 

conjunction with the CDC. 

This will allow everyone who would like to attend Worship to do so safely. We will continue to Stream our 

Wednesday Worship Service at 6:15 pm, and Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 am and 10:00 am. There are 

more people tuning into our Streaming Live Worship Services that we had in attendance in the past. We have 

an opportunity support our Mission and reach more people beyond our walls than ever before!  

What to bring: 

1) Grape juice and Bread (we will have Holy Communion together on our regular schedule) 

2) Your Car 

3) Your FM Radio will be tuned to our Broadcast which has the radius of a football Field 150 yds. 

4) Mask  

We will continue physical distancing.  We ask you to stay in your cars.  There will be an open parking space 

between each car. 

• If your car windows are open, we ask you have a mask on over your mouth and nose. 

• If your car windows are closed, you do not need to wear a mask. 

We will have musicians there and speakers so you can hear and we will broadcast over an FM Station so you 

may use your Car Radio as well. 

Thank you for your patience. We continue to pray for a vaccine to be developed. During this time, we ask you 

to continue Social Distancing at least 6 feet between each other and wear a mask when you are out in public.  

God Bless you, In Jesus Christ our Lord,   

Pastor David 
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28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”    (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 

One day, two monks were walking through the countryside. They were on their way to another village to 
help bring in the crops. As they walked, they saw an old woman sitting at the edge of a river. She was upset 
because there was no bridge, and she could not get across on her own.  The first monk kindly offered, “We 
will carry you across if you would like.”  “Thank you,” she said gratefully, accepting their help.  So, the two 
men joined hands, lifted her between them and carried her across the river. When they got to the other 
side, they set her down, and she went on her way. After they had walked another mile or so, the second 
monk began to complain.  “Look at my clothes,” he said. “They are filthy from carrying that woman across 
the river. And my back still hurts from lifting her. I can feel it getting stiff.” The first monk just smiled and 
nodded his head. 
 

A few more miles up the road, the second monk griped again, “My back is hurting me so badly, and it is all 
because we had to carry that silly woman across the river! I cannot go any farther because of the pain.” 
The first monk looked down at his partner, now lying on the ground, moaning. “Have you wondered why I 
am not complaining?” he asked. “Your back hurts because you are still carrying the woman. But I set her 
down five miles ago.” 
 

We can get lost in all of the News good or bad and wonder what can we do? What should we do? What is 
this world coming to? It can become a burden, but Christ still lifts us up. He’s there to give us strength. Jesus 
says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) Just before this promise that 
“Jesus gives us rest” it says, “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36) Both of these scriptures speak 
about the people who were oppressed by the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Scribes. He came to shepherd 
His people as the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Savior and bring them to believe in God. This means Jesus 
came to lead God’s people back to God. In all of life. The oppression of the Romans, the sickness and 
disease, in poverty and wealth, He was there to lead them to understand the promise of eternal life given 
through faith in Jesus Christ who bears our burdens. 
 

This promise is for us today. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.” We don’t have to carry the weight of the world on our backs, we know The One who has 
already done that and lifts our burden. “His yoke is easy; His burden is light.” (Matthew 11:30) He gives us 
what we can handle and reminds us that He is there to carry us. When we are called to help someone, you 
don’t have to continue to carry the burden, place it in the Lord’s hands. He calls us to, “Cast all our anxiety 
upon Him, because He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) We are simply called to, “love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (and) “‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
(Matthew 22:37-39) When someone is wronged, we should have compassion on them as if it happened to 
us. When someone needs help, we should reach out to them as we would like someone to reach out to us. 
We do this because Jesus has placed His “yoke” upon us and “His yoke is easy; His burden is light.” 
 

Almighty God, help me to see the world through Your eyes and with the compassion we see in Jesus. 
Guide us to listen to Your voice and trust in Christ to guide us even when the burden seems heavy. Most of 
all help us to reach out beyond the walls of Saving Grace that we may bring the Gospel of Christ to the 
World. Amen 

In Christ Jesus our Lord,  Pastor David Irgens 
-2- 



 

 

           From Pastor Dan 
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19 Therefore, my friends,[g] since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the 

new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 

hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us 

consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

 You might remember this passage from our Lenten Devotionals earlier this year. We were preparing 

our hearts to learn about Listening to God in Worship at a Holden Evening Prayer service that upcoming 

Wednesday. This passage was scheduled on Monday. The Sunday right before this devotional was the first 

Sunday we decided to close our services to the public in response to COVID-19. “…not neglecting to meet 

together…” The irony is not lost on me. 

 Many of us are longing to return to worship. On top of that, it would just be nice to be in public 

spaces where you could freely have conversation with others. Just the other day, I was reminded of how 

much I miss conversations in the Church office. Whether it’s on Sunday morning or with volunteers 

throughout the week, I’m missing that connection that comes along with “meeting together.”  

 We are Christian, so it’s natural for us to want to be together for worship and fellowship. We can feel 

that something is missing. But, if we look back to our passage, we can see that there is still so much that is 

true even if we can’t physically get together. We still have confidence to go to God, we still have a great high 

priest who advocates for us, we are still washed clean with pure water, we still have the same confession the 

Church has had for 2,000 years, we can still encourage one another to loving acts of kindness as we wait for 

Christ to return!  

 We still have a lot going for us. In fact, there is a heavenly force pushing and pulling us forward in 

ministry, worship, and care for one another. Some of our ministries have been recrafted to be done online. 

Some of our ministries are just now being restarted, mindful of the safety guidelines that are in place even 

for small groups. But we have other ministry that is still assessing and redirecting and brainstorming creative 

ways to accomplish their goals during this time. We constantly pray for creative solutions during this time of 

distancing. I’m asking all of you to pray with us for patience as long as we need it and creativity so that the 

Gospel can have its way in our lives to encourage, comfort, and confront in a measure necessary for every 

situation. 

Every Blessing from the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30136g


 

                                              “Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 
 

“I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live” (Psalm 104:33). 

As we continue to offer worship services virtually, we sincerely thank all musicians who have offered their gift of 

music during worship in June:  Kayla Shoemaker, Kiara Carlson, Kyle Reinke, Heidi Joosten, Dr. Frank Watkins, 

Alex & Sarah Plum, and Mario Friedel.  In addition, we thank those who have provided special music:  Mario & 

Sherry Friedel (June 7), Heidi Joosten and Dr. Frank Watkins (June 14), Kyle Reinke (June 21). 

Sunday, June 21, was Kyle Reinke’s last day with Saving Grace as he is pursuing a different career path.  We so 

greatly appreciate the beautiful music Kyle has blessed us with as our keyboardist, and we wish him the best in 

his new venture.   

YouTube Playlist of Songs is still available:   

● Saving Grace Song List (Click this Link) 

● https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoyn3sQLaozTLHF__ISg9vAjN5wDPI9fj (type this link) 
 

Special Music and Hymn Suggestions - If anyone is interested in providing special music via a video submission, 

please contact me (Beth) at music@saving-gracechurch.com   If you have any favorite hymn suggestions, please 

send these to Julie at office@saving-gracechurch.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Complete puzzle online:  https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/1257356/church-hymns/ (*Note: the puzzle will 

change each time you follow the link above)  
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                                                                      We had a ROAR-ing good time at VBS!!  
                                                                      Yes, it was different than VBS events of the past, but it just as fun! Each child   

                                                                      who registered was sent a kit of materials and a special themed snack for the day.      

                                                                      We danced, learned new songs, heard stories from the Bible, learned a Bible 

                                                                      Point and Bible Buddy every day, and learned about the lives of five children in  

                                                                      Africa. It was an amazing journey all week! Most importantly we learned that no  

                                                                      Matter what happens in our lives God is good! 
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Did you know that we have a Facebook page just for our Saving Grace Families?  If you would like an invite to 

the page, please email Melissa @ savinggraceeducation@gmail.com. Access to the page is by invitation only to keep it 

safe for our children and families.  

 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

 
 

2020 General Operating Giving through June 23:   

$203,836.75 

General Operating Expenses through June 23:   

$247,941.54 
 

Assets: 

General Operating Account: $75,343 
Legacy/Reserve Account: $110,942 

Dedicated/Exchange Account + Capital Campaign: 
  $340,699 

Dedicated/Exchange Account Savings: $6960 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance are always important 
and very much appreciated. 
 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Larry Larson: Rollie & Bobbi Larson, 

Pete & Renae Hestekin 

In Memory of Joan Olson: Rollie & Bobbi Larson, 

Pete & Renae Hestekin, Jacqueline Bunch 

In Honor of Pastor David & Pastor Dan:  Bev 

Nelson 

In Memory of Kenneth Costley:  Lane & Heather 

Costley 

In Memory of Robert Lawrence:  Barbara 

Lawrence 

In Honor of Melissa Corlett & all the other SG 

Graduates:  Bob & Pam Bee 

In Memory of Roger Albertson:  Ardelle 

Williamson 

In Memory of Mary Koontz: Julie Engfer, James 

Koontz 

Television Fund 

In Memory of parents Wayne & Velma Rosman: 

Geraldine Schulner 

In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Ron Farmer 

Capital Campaign Fund 

In Memory of Joan Olson:  Richard & Diane Olson 

 

 

As of June 23, $592,378 has been pledged 

to the Capital Campaign,  

with an additional $100,546 non-pledge 
money in the Capital Campaign Account.    

Current Capital Campaign Balance: 
$312,621.77 



 
          Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

 
 
 

In June, in addition to our Monthly gifts to Ephrem and Starfish Kids we donated to: 
 
May was “Poppy Sale” month for the American Legion Auxiliary.  Poppy sales are the only fundraiser they do 
and they couldn’t sell this year so we are gifting them with a check. They Support:  
 

• Chippewa Veterans Home 

• Fisher House at the Mpls. VA 

• Sofas for Service 

• Homeless Female Veterans Outreach Program 

• Many more 
 

One of our members had a fire at her home and lost everything.  She is relocating near relatives.  We gave her a 
scrip card for Walmart to help replace some of her personal items. 
 
Hope Gospel Mission supports community members in many ways and we are gifting them to help out.  Here are 
their numbers from 2019: 
 

• 34,750 Meals 

• 10, 850 Nights of Shelter 

• $59,133 Worth of Clothing 

• 26,938 Hours of Education & Counseling 

• 33,791 Hours of Work Readiness Training 
 
For people who are behind in energy bills, their heat gets shut off each spring and we feel many of them no 
doubt have many other bills, perhaps more than usual at this time for those out of work.  We feel helping them 
out financially also may ease some of the stress these people must be experiencing.  We are helping through the 
HeatShare Program which is administered by the Salvation Army. 
 
We are providing meals for Beacon House June 21st - 27th and are also going to give them a Walmart scrip card. 
Glenna will be delivering all meals that are brought to the church parking lot. 
 

The following organizations sent thank you’s to the church for past gifts: 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  They have opportunities coming up to build children’s beds and make quilts for them. 

Children’s Dyslexia Center - they continue to teach kids online. 

Eleva Church/Blair Creamery - providing dairy products for kids & food pantries while also helping out the 
farmers. 
 

Teamwork Africa now has 2 village schools with 100 students and 108 sponsored Starfish Kids in 25 
schools.  They have a small Bible School with 30 Bible students.  To provide clean water they have 10 pumps a 
month they service.  They are working with a community health organization to spread the Gospel. 
 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions. 

   
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor David 

or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
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2020 Church Council 

Kevin Balash, President 
Stan Brettingen, Vice President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 
Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund, 

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin, 
Cindy Joy Fischer, Laura Wright, 

Michelle Otto 
For contact information, please refer to  

your Church Directory or contact the 
Church Office via email. 

 

                                    

 

                                  Pastor Irgens presided over 

                                      the following funerals: 

 

Robert “Bob” Medved 
May 12 

Joan Marie Olson 
May 14 

Charles Froehlich 
June 6 

 

AND  
The Wedding Of: 

Alexandria Cooley & Morris Clark 
June 20 

 
Do you have a favorite hymn you would 

like to sing during worship?  Something 

new or an old favorite? 

We are taking requests!  Email the songs 

you would like to hear included to 

Office@saving-gracechurch.com. 

Put song requests in the subject line. 

We’ll use as many of these requests 

during our worship services as we can.  

Stay tuned to hear your favorites! 
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Scrip Sales 
If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by 

contacting either Chet or Dale @ 

Chet’s cell:  715-864-3125 
or cberkey@centurytel.net 
Dale’s cell:  715-828-5542 

or  sfarley44@hotmail.com 
 

Arrangements can be made with them to pick up 
in the parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 -
10 am. 
 

Shopping on Amazon?  

Support Saving Grace by going to smile.amazon.com 

and register for Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  

Same Amazon, same prices, same Prime (if you have 

it), but a small percentage of dollars you spend are 

donated directly to the church. 

mailto:Office@saving-gracechurch.com
mailto:cberkey@centurytel.net
mailto:sfarley44@hotmail.com


 

“From every mountainside, let 

freedom ring."     Martin Luther King  

 

 

 
 

 
 

                           

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 
 

 
                         

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

We are all sad we can’t worship in person – 

but isn’t it great to know when you watch a 

live stream worship service (or the TV 

Broadcast) you ARE worshipping with your 

church family AND so many new visitors all 

at the same time!   

In the last week, there were 1230 visits to 

our website, 557 visiting our live stream 

worship, In the last 30 days there were 

4886 visits to our site, 2059 on live stream 

worship and 241 viewing past services on 

our media page!  Continue to visit, invite 

your friends, and pray we will soon meet 

some of these visitors in person! 

 

 

Invite someone to your “virtual” church this week!  We can still share our community and faith – 

even if we can’t be present in-person!  Don’t forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share our posts! 

Do you have a prayer request?  

Please email your request to office@saving-

gracechurch.com and indicate if it is a 

confidential request, or you would like it 

included on the prayer chain and in the 

worship service 

Devotionals Continued! 

You will be able to find devotions each day on our 

website (saving-gracechurch.com) and on our 

Facebook page. If you don’t happen to be tech 

savvy, reach out and ask someone what the 

devotional was about for that day. If you are tech 

savvy, reach out to someone and tell them what 

the devotion was about for that day! 

Our daily devotions will lead you and prepare you 

for worship on Sunday. By staying connected in 

this way, you will have a deeper understanding of 

the Scripture that is being focused on during a 

given weekend. We continue to consider ways to 

foster a ministry that is “Safer at Home,” but still a 

blessing to you all. 
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Articles for the August newsletter are due to 

Julie Atkinson via email office@saving-

gracechurch.com by July 20. 
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                     "We must be free not because we claim freedom, but because we practice it." 
-William Faulkner 

              "If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be led,  
like sheep to the slaughter." 

--George Washington 

"For to be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the 
freedom of others." 
--Nelson Mandela 

“May we think of freedom, not as the right to do as we please, but the opportunity to do what is right” 
-Unknown 

 

 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace  
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A Thought to Share… 

“Outside the brick building I reach down and pull a few stray weeds from among the wood chips. I have 

pulled the collar off because the funeral is done. The funeral with 9 people and no music, the funeral 

where they ate in silence. A pickup is parked on the cracked pavement. A man in a blue t-shirt sits trying to 

get cell phone service. As I pass his car, he rolls down his window and asks me “when will you reopen?” 

“You should reopen,” he says, “don’t you trust God to keep you safe?” I want to mention that I have never 

seen him in church so I find his fragile tried on bravado ironic but instead I pose a question back (at least in 

my head); What if this closing of church is what God wants us to do for now so that we can remember 

that God is not only in the cross on the altar on Sunday morning but everywhere in this big world? What if 

the closing of church is the reminder we needed that God is in spring flowers, the opening of apple 

blossoms, the sunset, at the table where two or more are gathered, and in sacred silence? What if the 

closing of church reminds us of what Mary Oliver writes when she speaks of a grasshopper; that every 

moment we are alive it is worth kneeling in worship and worship itself should not be a Sunday morning 

thing but a way of being alive in the world. What if, we are exactly where we are supposed to be right 

now? 

That isn’t to say it’s easy, the silent funeral, the lack of a handshake, the emptiness of Sunday morning 

ritual, I know it’s hard. But God told Jeremiah he would rework the clay until it became something 

beautiful and no transformation ever occurs without a fire, that’s what death and resurrection are really 

about. Be patient. Be patient. This is not a war; this is a metamorphosis. You can go kicking, screaming, 

and blaming or go with an open heart. Either way it's happening.” 

-Christina, a Pastor in Marinette, WI 

 


