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A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

July 2019 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 

No Wednesday Worship 

SAVING GRACE RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Monday, July 1st   12-6 pm 
You can help save a life! 

Sign up NOW 

Walk-Ins welcome! 

 

 

 

 

It’s a Pool Party! 

Because it’s summer, and we like to have fun, 

we're having a pool party—and it’s not just for 

kids!  Everyone in the congregation (and friends) 

are invited to Fairfax Pool (4200 Fairfax St., Eau 

Claire) on Sunday, July 14 from 6—8 pm.  We’ll 

have the whole pool for our group, and the 

makings of a great summer get-together.  No 

cost to attend, just bring a dish for a potluck and 

join us for some fun in the sun!    

                                       Members of Saving Grace, 
                                       The call committee has continued to seek out the candidate that would best fit our  
                                       congregation and it's needs. We have interviewed and presented a call, but 
unfortunately this call was not accepted. Upon having a conversation with another candidate that would 
have been a good fit, it was not feasible to move forward as his current salary and benefit package was 
much more than we could provide. We have since interviewed again and will continue to do so, but the 
possibility of an interim pastor is being discussed. Please continue to pray for God's guidance within this 
process for those applying and the committee in addition to our church family moving into the 
future.   Thank you for your continued support.                                  -Paula Harms & the Call Committee 
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11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:11-14) 

 
A man was walking through a supermarket with a screaming baby in the shopping cart. A woman nearby 
noticed that time and again the man would calmly say: “Keep calm, Albert. Keep calm, Albert.” Finally, in 
admiration for the man’s patience as the child continued to wail, the woman walked up to him and said: 
“Sir, I must commend you for your patience with baby Albert.” To which the man replied, “Madam, I am 
Albert!” 
 
Patience isn’t an easy thing. It takes time to be patient, and time is a luxury some of us just don’t have. I 
think that patience has a lot to do with your perspective. In the States we have the perspective that we 
need things right away. We shouldn’t have to wait, whether it’s for a cheeseburger or an oil change. 
Everything should be convent for me. That’s the idea behind convenience stores. They’re open 24/7 and 
have just about everything you need if you’re in a pinch. The Apostle Paul gives us perspective. 
 
Paul gives thanks to God in his prayers for the people of Colossia, because of their faith in Jesus Christ and 
their love for the saints. Paul puts everything into perspective. Since God our Father has rescued us from 
the power of darkness and given us the promise of eternal life, through His strength we may be prepared 
to endure everything with patience. This means that as we wait, we may joyfully give thanks to the 
Father. He has given us everything that we need and Christ encourages us in faith, as we learn to patiently 
trust in Him. 

 
There are plenty of things going on at Saving Grace. We are still in the process of looking for an Associate 
Pastor, and this takes time. We are also looking at how we can grow the Youth and Sunday School 
Ministries and give support to the Choir as we look ahead at the Fall schedule. Our Capital Campaign is 
starting to gain speed. More and more pledges are coming in daily. We have received about $385,000 in 
pledges with $75,000 of other monies that have come in for the Capital Campaign. That means we have 
received in pledges and other donations about $460,000 for the Capital Campaign. We can dream about 
the future of Saving Grace, as we invite others to join in the ministry to reach the community around us. 
God is always faithful. God gives us perspective, hope and patience as we trust in Christ and our future. 
 

May God bless you this month as we walk with Him, in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 
Pastor David Irgens 
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                                   The Reading Club meets year- 

                                   round every  second Tuesday of  

                                   the month in the Meeting Room 

at church for lively and interesting discussion and 

fellowship.  We bring in books, newspaper articles 

and magazine stories that we find interesting to 

share and discuss as a group.   All are welcome! 

 
Van Drivers Needed! 

Our Transportation Ministry could still use 
a few more back-up volunteers to drive a 
route  with our church van on occasional 
Sunday mornings.  This is the only way 
some of our members can get to a 
worship service.  If you can help, call the 
church office and we’ll get you started.  
Thank you to those who have volunteered 
for years and our new drivers too! 

 

                               Throughout the Summer, 
                               we will be collecting 
                               School Supplies for African 
                               children.  Teamwork Africa 
will do the shipping and distribution. As you 
see sales or go to thrift sales, think about 
picking up either new or gently used items.  
We’ll have a basket in the Fellowship Hall for 
your donations. 

Did you know Saving Grace Lutheran Church 
has an archive?  An Archive is a place where 
historical documents are preserved.  Yes, even 
though we aren't even six yet, we do have 
historical documents to preserve for now and 
our future. 

Your Archives committee , Judy Alf & Sharon 
Risberg, work hard to sort and file Saving 
Grace Lutheran Church  records such as vital 
documents, special events, community 
outreach projects, photos, committee 
minutes, baptisms, funerals, weddings, past & 
future building plans… 

If you have material you feel should be part of 
our history, please mark ARCHIVES and drop 
off in the church office.  Thank you! 

 
Your Favorite Bible Verse 

Do you have a favorite Bible verse?  Maybe a 

few favorites?  Let us know!  We’d like to share 

some Saving Grace favorites  in the newsletter 

and maybe on the website, so we need your 

help!  It’s really easy:  

1) Think of a verse that you like for some 

reason (we’ll try to figure it out if you’re 

not sure of the exact chapter or verse). 

2) If possible, tell us the reason this verse is 

special to you. 

3) If you feel inspired to write a longer 

explanation or story—go for it! 

4) Drop it off in the office or in the Idea/

Question Box in the hallway, or email it to 

office@saving-gracechurch.com. 

Thank you! 

Celebrate your freedom by 
going to church this Sunday! 

God’s truth is what really 
sets us free. 
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 Don’t forget the scrip for gas as you 
travel this summer!  We’ve got you 
covered for gifts & groceries too!  

 As of  June 23: 

YTD Rebates:  $6172            
Scrip Balance: $33,598 

Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday  
services and in the office Monday-

Thursday.  

Thank You! 

Thanks to all who helped set up, 
tear down, and work the day of our 
Thrift Sale!  Also to those who 
donated AND those who shopped!  
It was a great success, with 
proceeds of over $2000. 

A special thank you to Chuck Hill for 
being the master organizer! 

$1000 was donated to Sofas for 
Service, and the balance went into 
our Capital Campaign Fund. 

News 
Lefse making is coming soon!  We 
are in need of some experienced 
rollers as well as some people 
who are willing to cook and rice 
potatoes.  Put July 9 and July 30 
on your calendar, and please let 
Jean Brettingen know if you are 
able to help, or contact the church 
office!  Thank you! 

THANK YOU so much to all of the volunteers who provided 

food & time for the people at Beacon House  during our June 

volunteer week!  Our response for volunteers was a 

tremendous success!   

Thank you to: 

  Barb Mathson Deb Redford  Pam & Bob Bee 

  Judy Templin  Kay Granger  Brenda Marlow 

  Sandra Rye  Kathy Berkey  Donna Switzer 

  Bev Nelson  Dolly Papke  Bobbie Larson 

  Sharon Barnhardt Rosemary Schmidt Karla Lingen 

  Barb Medford Kris Wiltgen  Sharon Risberg

   

WOW!  Congratulations volunteers!  All six days were 

covered—a new record in our history.    

A very special word of gratitude to Glenna Jones.  Glenna 

jumped right in, revitalized our commitment, coordinated 

everything, and volunteered with food and time as well.  All of 

this while working 65+ hours a week and helping with our 

sound for funerals and some worship services.  What a blessing 

you are! 

Mark your calendars!  Saving Grace’s next opportunity to 

serve the people at Beacon House  will be August 18th—24th.

 
Moved? Changed Phone #’s? 

If you’ve moved, changed phone #’s,  

cancelled your land line, or have a new email 

address, PLEASE let us know!  Our data base is 

mostly built on information from several years 

ago, and YOU are the only one who can help us 

keep your information up to date.  Call the 

church office, leave a note or email Julie at 

office@saving-gracechurch with any changes.   

We want to stay connected!  
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Who  will you invite to Saving Grace in July? 
You’re outside, doing yardwork, going on a walk, talking to neighbors and people you meet on the trail. 
Invite them to your church!  Make it your goal to extend at least one invitation to church this month. 

             

 

                       Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

                                                   

Last month we were fortunate to have Kirk Frey of the Chippewa Valley King’s Closet give a presentation on 
Sunday morning at both services.  An organization we have helped in the past, congregation members were 
able to get an update and learn more about the work they are doing  in downtown Eau Claire providing 
free clothing and household goods to people in need. 

Gifts this month included:  

A gas scrip card for a work associate of a member to help relieve a financial burden caused by constant 
trips for medical care. 

Funds for “Helping Hands for Our Children in the Chippewa Valley”, an organization providing  a number of 
things including bus tokens, backpacks, holiday food boxes, baby care items, and many other needs for 
families with children. 

A grocery scrip card to pay for snacks at “Positive Avenues”, a drop-in place the for the homeless that 
provides referrals for various services. 

Also, our ongoing donations for Ephrem and Starfish Kids. 

Don’t forget, we are collecting  school supplies for Teamwork Africa, and wish list items for the Chippewa 
Valley Street Mission (check last month’s newsletter or their website for a list).  We are always open to 
ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. 

How Can I Give to the Church? 

Part C 
While financial support is simply a necessary fact of life to keep the church going, your time and sharing of 
your other God-given gifts  are also essential for our church to thrive and share our Mission.  How else can 
you give to Saving Grace Lutheran Church? 
 

Teach a class, sing in the Choir, help clean our building, serve meals, make crafts, fold bulletins, set up Holy 
Communion, iron the paraments,  count offerings, help in the office, organize a small group, provide special 
music, serve on a committee, serve on Church Council, provide audio & tech support, bake, organize a fund-
raiser, cook, spend the night at Beacon House, hold a Bible study, teach Sunday School, help at VBS, pray for 
the sick, call or send greetings to homebound or ill church family members, lead children’s music, visit our 
homebound members, provide Holy Communion for homebound members, make lefse, play in the band, 
provide a ride to church or an activity, usher, read scripture at worship services, drive the van, serve Holy 
Communion, be a greeter, share the Good News with your neighbors, invite others to your church, set-up or 
clean-up at an event, help decorate, mentor our youth, serve at a funeral, provide food for Sunday morning  
fellowship, recruit helpers… 
 

How are you giving YOUR gifts and talents to God in the church? 
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New Members 

Duane & Marsha Erickson 

Stephen Bianchi & JoLee Demonte 

Jerrieann Thronson 

Funerals 

Deloris Kopp  June 12 

John Setzer  June 15 

Phillip Hagel  June 20 

Deborah Starich  June 29 

Internment 

Rick E. Mayer  May 31 

Baptism 
Jeremiah Joe Nelson   June 15 

Son of Troy Johnson & Rachel Nelson 

Wedding 

Nathaniel Whitehead & Malinda Bauer 

Saturday, June 15th 

 

January—June 24, 2019   General Operating  
Income: 211,398.95   Expenses:  198,637.13 

General Operating Account Balance: $67,618.19 
Legacy Account Balance: $78,167.04 

Exchange Account Balance:  $155,469.18 

Our Great Adventure 

As we continue our capital campaign, we rejoice that many have 
already reached a prayerful decision and returned their 
commitment form.  I continue to believe this is a great 
adventure, with the hand of God guiding each step as we seek to 
find a permanent home for our church.   

Only God knows where this will lead and what the final results of 
our capital campaign will allow us to purchase or build.  
However, we can do our part to determine the outcome by 
stepping forward in faith with the largest financial commitment 
we can offer – trusting that God will provide us with wisdom and 
guidance to make the best decisions when that time comes. 

For those who already have their personalized folder, take time 
to review the information, reflect on your blessings and capacity 
to respond, prayerfully determine your financial commitment, 
and then return your decision in the confidential envelope.   

If you have not received your folder, we will soon launch our 
efforts to personally contact you with the information you need 
to consider offering your financial support.  Be patient as this 
will take some time to organize.  Thank you! 

 

David Irgens 

Pastor 

As of June 25th, $383,492 has been pledged to the 

Capital Campaign. 
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Our homebound church members would 
love to receive a greeting from members of 
their church family.  We will have an 
address list available in the office if you 
wish to send a card or make a visit.  We 
send worship bulletins to each person on 
this list.  If you or someone you know should 
be added to this list, please contact the 
church office.   

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Paul Milledge: Lou Ann Milledge, 
Laurel & David Bauer 

In Memory of John Setzer: Stan & Jean Brettingen, 
George & Sandy Nelson, Arnie & Irene Johnson, John 
& Carol Mieske, Allan & Ruth Hofland, Jean 
Parkhurst, Darleen Bauer, Virginia Wright, Sharon 
Jurjens, Paul & Patty Dundas 

In Memory of Jane Tomlinson (Jean’s twin sister):  
Jean Anderson 

In Memory of Pat Ehlinger:  friend of Darlene Bauer 

In Memory of JoAnn Wilhem:  Cindy Joy Fischer 

In Memory of Deloris Kopp: Ronald & Nancy Spehle 

In Memory of Eugene Brantner: Irene Brantner 

In Honor of John & Carol Mieske’s 60th 
Anniversary:  Richard & Sandra Ringhand 

In Memory of Phillip Hagel:  Rod & Judy Alf, a friend, 
Glenna Jones 

 

Capital Campaign Fund 

In Memory of Paul Milledge: Jeanette Nibaur 

In Memory of James Skogstad: Jeanette Nibaur 

In Memory Of John Setzer:  Rick Dailey & Paula 
Harms 

In Memory of Phillip Hagel:  Pete & Renae Hestekin, 
Dolly Papke 

 

                                                                                       Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a loved 
one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis in 
the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or remembrance  are always important and very much 
appreciated. 

Television Fund 

In Memory of John Setzer:  Margaret Crandell, 
Clarice Erickson, John Kevin & Janet Johnson, 
Mary & Dennis Seidling 

In Memory of Deloris Kopp:  Richard & Alice 
Klingbeil, Dolores Zimmerman, Mary & Dennis 
Seidling 

In Memory of Richard Knudtson:  Dolores 
Zimmerman 

Men of Saving Grace 

In Memory of Fathers Alf Brettingen & Kermit 
Jacobson: 
Stan & Jean Brettingen 

In Memory of Fathers: Margaret Crandell 

In Memory of John J. Jenson: Marion Jenson 

In Memory of Fathers Mel Coggins & Arnie 
Carlson:  Kathy & Dick Carlson 

In Memory of my Dad Jim Poellinger:  Jerome 
Poellinger 

In Memory of Father & Grandfather: David 
Hanson 

In Memory of Roger Casper:  Ruth Casper 
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Glad you asked: 
   

If you have an idea, for either the church or the 
newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question,  either 
write it down (can be anonymous) and put in 
the Idea/Question box outside the Sanctuary, 
or contact Pastor Irgens  or a Staff member.  
We’ll get your answer  or  share as many ideas 
as we can each month in “Our Journey”. 

Hospital Visits 
If you are in the hospital and would like a 
pastoral visit we want to be there!  Be sure to 
let the hospital know you are a member of 
Saving Grace.  Better yet, call us or have a 
family member call us when you are or will be 
in the hospital.  Due to HIPAA laws we are 
limited in the information we can obtain from 
health care facilities. 

The best way to reach Pastor David is to call the 
church office during business hours or call the 
emergency cell phone (715.797.1000) on 
weekends or evenings.  

2019 Church Council 

Kevin Balash, President 

Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 

Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  

Cindy Joy Fischer, Keith Muchow,  

Stephanie Faherty 

For contact information, please refer to 

your Church Directory or call the Church 

Office.  See bios of each Council Member 

on the “News” Bulletin Board. 

                                     Good Idea! 

            Thanks to the Craft Ladies 
                 for the idea to number our 
refrigerators for easy reference when 
bringing food items to church.  They 
are now labeled 1—5. 

Norwegian Blessing 

May the ruts fit your pick-up, 

May your earmuffs always keep out the wind, 

May the sun shine upon your lefse, 

May the rains fall softly upon your lutefisk. 

And may the good Lord  always protect you 

From unnecessary uff-dah’s! 

Submitted by Barb Mathson 

Isn’t it funny how red, white & 
blue represent freedom… 

Until they’re flashing behind 
you! 

A special thank you to Mike Sullivan, who was elected Council 
President of Saving Grace Lutheran Church at the Annual  
Congregational Meeting in February. Mike had some unforeseen 
concerns with his health in the past few months and has kept the 
Council and Pastor Irgens informed about his condition. In May, 
Mike contacted Kevin Balash, the Council Vice President, asking 
him if he would serve as Council President for the remainder of his 
term. Kevin said it was with sadness that he received the call, but 
it is an honor and privilege to serve as the Saving Grace Council 
President. The Council is in the process of looking for a 
replacement for Kevin, as the Vice President. 
 

We have always been blessed with good leadership at Saving 
Grace. Thank you, Mike, for all of your hard work. Thank you, 
Kevin, for serving as the Saving Grace Lutheran Church Council 
President. 
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Articles for the August newsletter are due to Julie Atkinson in the Church Office by July 22. 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com          

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 

 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ’s Annual Gathering is a four-day event featuring keynote 
speakers, worship and Bible study, breakout sessions, vendors and plenty of opportunities for fellowship and 
networking.  Whether you’re new to LCMC, just checking us out for the first time, or a long-time member 
looking to make new friends and reunite with old ones, the Annual Gathering is the place to be if you're 
looking to get inspired, get informed, get trained & equipped and get connected with other LCMC-ers!   

Speakers:  Greg Finke and Grace Johnson will take the stage as our keynote speakers this year to help us 
better understand how we can “Listen Up!” to God’s calling on our lives, his calling on the people around us, 
and the callings and challenges that face us across generations 

Breakout Sessions:  Explore a topic of your interest during one of three different breakout sessions.   

LCMC Updates:  Find out what we have been up to over the past year as an association, what we hope to 
accomplish in the future, help us to recognize those who are serving within LCMC, plus meet the current 
board and staff members of LCMC.  

The Annual Gathering is LCMC's largest event of the year and serves as an opportunity to get connected 
and enjoy some intentional fellowship time with other people from hundreds of LCMC congregations.   

Pastor David will be attending the gathering.  Saving Grace Lutheran Church is allowed one more voting 
member, but additional non-voting members may attend as well.   For more detailed information go to: 
www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering.   

If you have interest in attending the gathering, please see Pastor David—Early Bird Registration ( the lowest 
price) ends August 15, but you may register up until the event.  

LCMC 19th Annual Gathering  

and Convention 

September 29 - October 2, 2019  |  CHI Health Center Omaha     

455 North 10th Street  |  Omaha NE 68102 

http://www.saving-gracechurch.com

