
 

 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ  

known to all as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Welcome to our new church home 
3735 Jeffers Road 

Eau Claire, WI 54703 
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“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 

11(The wise men) “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road."(Matthew 2:1-3,11-12) 

 

“The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; the realist adjusts the sails.”      —William Arthur Ward 

The wise men saw the star for what it was. It was a sign that the King of the Jews would be born! There are a lot of events that had to be 

in perfect synchronicity for everything to align. Every 12 years Jupiter and Regulus, two planets, align. In 3/2 BC Jupiter and Regulus 

aligned not once or twice, but 3 times. Jupiter was known as the Planet of Kings, It could be seen from Babylon as directly over central 

Israel or over Bethlehem. The wise men were probably from Babylon those who were descendants of those who were taught by Daniel 

during his captivity in Babylon. In Numbers chapter 22-24. We hear of blessing Balaam gives to Israel in Numbers 24:15-17, “15So he 

uttered his oracle, saying: “The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is clear, 16the oracle of one who hears 

the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, who falls down, but with 

his eyes uncovered: 17I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near— a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall 

rise out of Israel; it shall crush the borderlands of Moab, and the territory of all the Shethites.” The birth of the King of Israel would come 

from the line of Jacob and be the lineage of King David and his reign would come out of Israel.  

Where would the King of the Jews be born? Micah 5:2 says, “2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.” You 

need to be looking, to have eyes to see. The Magi were looking for the signs. They saw them and knew the prophecy from Numbers 22-

24 and they looked forward to the New King of the Jews. Unfortunately, all King Herod was gripped by fear that he would lose his control 

over Jerusalem. All he could see was the loss of his kingdom. When we are motivated by fear, our fear can rule what we do. We are not 

guided by fear, but the promises we have been given in Christ! 

We have been so blessed as a Saving Grace Lutheran Church. We started just about 10 years ago and we have continued to grow. Now 

we will be moving into a New Church building. We may feel like we were waiting, but our main mission is to reach out beyond the walls 

and encourage others in their walk with Christ. The new building, as we pay down the mortgage, will allow us to do more in the Community 

and meet the needs of those around us. God has perfect timing.  

We have been blessed to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to others and we will continue to reach out beyond our walls. At the end of 

January, we will have another New Member Class, because more people have asked to become members. In February, we will be 

starting a Discipleship Training Class, as we as ourselves what does it mean when Jesus says, “Follow me.” How are we to be his 

disciples in the world. It will be an exciting new year. God is always faithful and “His steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1) No 

matter what winds blow, we adjust our sails to what He wills.  

 

A Happy Blessed New Year in Christ our Lord! 

Pastor David Irgens 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

           

 

Music Notes 

Music Notes 

Submitted by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

Music Notes 

 

We’ve been taking a good long look at the art of friendship. We started our exploration back in September when I 

noticed a theme that was bubbling up in many of my conversations with members of Saving Grace. Friendship is 

one of the most valuable things we have in life. “Good friends can turn a bad day around, help us see the silver-

lining in a situation, sit and listen to our woes, and remind us of God’s faithfulness. Good friends help us realize 

that we are not alone.” 

As we were preparing to move into our new building, many of us were reflecting on the power of God that knit us 

together into an even closer community with deeper bonds over the last decade. Some of us remember what 

fellowship time used to feel like in a different building—and we can recall really experiencing fellowship with 

one another as we met for worship, fellowship, and service at the Eastridge Center. Now, did anyone of us plan 

this? Did anyone of us read this in a book somewhere entitled How to Build Close Relationships at Church? NO! 

No one would’ve planned for what happened to us almost 10 years ago now. But, Pastor Rolf quoted a scripture 

in his sermon on December 18, “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 

to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today, (Genesis 50:20).  

Now, we can see that God has transformed our community to have deep, supportive friendships for our joy and 

well-being (maybe even in spite of our circumstances). Now that God has done this, we have something to 

provide, a gift to give to those who are still standing outside of our community! We can be a people that have 

such a deep love for the gospel of Jesus Christ that we offer the opportunity of deep, supportive relationships to 

our new neighbors and visitors!  

Do you remember how to play in the rain? It’s been quite a while since I was caught by the neighbors riding bike 

through their back yard into a sewage ditch that was plugged up and full of water. We didn’t care if the water was 

disgusting, or that our bikes were tearing up a perfectly manicured lawn. The rain wasn’t going to ruin our fun! 

Do you remember how to play in the rain? One little boy loved to jump in the puddles after a storm passed 

through the area. Knowing this, Dad asked his son, “Son, would you like to go jump in the puddles?” “Yes, 

daddy!” And as they walked out the front door, the little boy recognized with excitement, “You have your boots 

on too? I didn’t think you were gonna jump in the puddles too!”  

You’ve heard of the saying, “When it rains, it pours.” Often, we say this when we feel overwhelmed by life’s 

circumstances. Friendship often is accompanied by the same sentiment of the little boy. When we’re 

overwhelmed by the storms of life, a friend comes along to support and encourage us and we say, “Wow, I didn’t 

think you were gonna jump in the puddles too!” We thought we’d be on our own in our suffering, but we’re 

pleasantly surprised there’s someone else walking with us.  

God has given us the gift of deep, supportive relationships. Do you know of anyone walking in the rain? Walk 

with them. Do you feel like you yourself are walking in the rain? Take a look around, you’ve got a loving 

community walking with you. We have the opportunity in a new space to share this gift with our new neighbors 

and our new friends. “It’s more blessed to give than it is to receive.”  

Every Blessing in the Lord throughout the New Year, 

Pastor Dan 
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Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth:  make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 
Psalm 98:4 

“Joy to the World” 

  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come: 

Let earth receive its King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love. 

 
I received a wonderful book, Heaven and Nature Sing - Christmas Carol Ornament Book, as a gift for 
Christmas.  It contains many carols, an ornament for each carol, and a brief history of each carol.  As I was 
reading through each carol, I wanted to share what it says about “Joy to the World”.   
 
Each year I eagerly wait to sing this song.  It truly embodies the spirit of Christmas for many as it shares the 
message of true joy that our Lord is come.  However, did you know it was not originally written as a Christmas 
song?  “Joy to the World” was first published in 1719 by Isaac Watts as a part of his Psalms of David Imitated. 
It was never intended to be a Christmas carol at all! His Psalms of David Imitated was a collection of songs 
developed from paraphrases of many of the Psalms.  “Joy to the World” was actually inspired by the last part of 
Psalm 98.  Verse nine of the psalm reads, “…let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.” Watts unapologetically interprets this as 
a reference to Christ. The theme of “Christ coming” made it an apt hymn to be sung at Christmastime, and it 
has since become one of the most beloved Christmas carols.  
 

Drum set Needed - We are looking at some musical needs for the new church, including a used drum 

set. This does not need to be new, anything matching, or anything fancy.  We are simply looking for one that 
we can keep in the music room for practicing.  This way we keep our service drumset in place, as we will have 
mics attached to it. If you or anyone you know has a drumset you would like to donate or even let us borrow, 
please contact me via phone:  715-205-0821 or email: sglcmusic@gmail.com  
 

New Piano!! We are so excited to be purchasing a new piano for the new church!! We have found a 

refurbished Yamaha C3 grand piano at Neff Piano in Eau Claire.  Cost is approximately $20,000. This beautiful 
piano will serve our church so well, and we are hoping to acquire it as soon as possible.  If you would like to  
Contribute to donate towards the purchase of this instrument, we have set up a piano fund at church.  Please 
indicate “Piano Fund” on any contributions.  Thank you so much for your support of the music ministry. 

mailto:sglcmusic@gmail.com


 

 

    
On Sunday, January 29th, the Education Committee will be hosting a Winter Rally Sunday event to welcome current and 

new families to  youth programs.  Join us from 9:30 – 10:30am! Crafts, treats, music and more! 

 

Next class:  Wednesday, January 18, at 6 p.m. 

Join the Family Group on Saturday, January 28th for a morning of 

sledding and skating fun!   

Pinehurst Park (3523 Delbert Road) 

10:00am – Noon 

 

 

Thank you to all who have provided meals 

for Confirmation students!!  Your 

generosity is much appreciated!! 



 

 

 

Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 

 

Sharing God’s Gifts 

In December, monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Agape-Pastor Chris Marare, 

Brittany Burnette Hansen-to support future mission work, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, 

Nevaeh-Scrip Cards to help support *Covered With Love*, a healing gift for someone 

with health concerns. 

 

Thank you notes were received from: Allison & Ashley Otto  

 

   
 

Our Pastors: 

Dr. Chris E. and Esther Marere 

 
 

 

 

 
Coming soon:  Collecting for our homeless community!! 
 
 
We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Missions from our congregation members.  Call or 

email one of our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your 

suggestions 

 

Our Mission: 
“Reaching the Unreached” 

“Perfecting the Saints" 
 

Our Vision:  "To Save the Lost, Equip the Saints, 
Restore the Wounded, and Value Everyone" 

 

Agape World Outreach takes seriously the command of our Lord to 
make disciples. We work diligently to do that. Agape World 
Outreach is a church planting, leadership training and community 
development organization based in Warri, Delta State Nigeria with 
outreaches in over 20 locations throughout Nigeria. Our emphasis is 
spiritual, moral and social transformation through the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We specifically focus on reaching the unreached.  

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 

 

     
      
    

 

   

Recognition/Announcement Date Information 

Would you like your Birthday, Wedding Anniversary, New Baby, Graduation, a milestone in your 
life recognized in our Newsletter?  Please send, (mail or email), or drop off the information at the 
Church office by January 25, if possible for the month of February. 

 

2023 Women’s Retreat 
     Save the date:  
         Saturday, April 22, 2023 
     Registration begins in February 

Janet Johnson – December 31 

J. Kevin Johnson – January 11 

Karn Bates – January 15 

 



 

 

He has answered our prayers! 



 

 

  

Capital Campaign balance as of  
November 30, 2022: $86.982 
(Paid Construction Expenses: $2,801.695) 
Mortgage Loan: $1,673,698 
 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
November 30th: 

Donations: $413.638 

Expenses:   $443.503 

Deficit: ($29.864) 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of 
someone will be printed on a monthly basis in the newsletter. 
Your gifts in times of celebration or remembrance are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Joanne Horan:  Bev Nelson, Allan & 
Ruth Hofland, George & Sandy Nelson 

 

In Memory of Adam Cahow:  George & Sandy 
Nelson, Brenda Marlow, Darleen Bauer, Allan & Ruth 
Hofland, Larry & Sandy McClean, Cindy Joy Fischer, 
Sharon Risberg, Arnie & Irene Johnson, Jean 
Parkhurst 

 

In Memory of Parents, Ervin & Fern Keilholz:  Dan & 
Nancy Gunderson 

 

In Memory of Ione Fried:  Judy Tulgen, Kevin & 
Michelle Otto, Dolly Papke, Edna Frazier, Clara Walde 

 

In Memory of Stan Hillestad:  Kevin & Nancy Balash 

 

In Memory of my sweet Husband, Roger Casper:  
Ruth Casper 

 

In Memory of Loren Nelson from Lavonne Nelson 

 

In Memory of Rod Alf:  Richard & Kathy Carlson 

 

In Memory of Mary Koontz:  Julie Engfer and from 
Husband, James Koontz, (GOF and CC) 

 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of our Parents, Sister-Betty, Brother-
Larry, who died in Viet Nam 55 years ago on 
December 18:  John & Pat Nazer 

 

In Memory of Anstice Cappelle:  Allan & Ruth 
Hofland, Jean Parkhurst, Priscilla Capelle Haehn, 
Scott Isaacson, David Isaacson, Laurel & Hans 
Mickelson, Mark Olson, James & Dianne Myers, 
Jane Brown 

 

In Honor of of our Parents, Andrew & Bonnie 
Balash and Stan & Theresa Winkler by Kevin & 
Nancy Balash 

 

In Honor of Pastor David & Family and Pastor Dan 
& Jamie:  Anonymous 

 

In Honor of Pastor David & Pastor Dan:  Ruth 
Casper 

 

General Operating Fund 

In Honor of our 60th Wedding Anniversary from 
Stan & Jean Brettingen 

 

TV Ministry 

Gloria Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Balash:  Pesident 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Ruth Hofland,  
Wilson Lund, Mary Schneider, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701/3735 Jeffers Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54703 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
Hannah DeYoung, Choir Director 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.co  www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC       

  

Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

mailto:sglcmusic@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

