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“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members & friends of 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 
**New Year’s Day Worship** 
3:00pm w/Holy Communion 

Welcome 2022! 
 

2021 was an exciting year for our church! 
Not every church has the amazing 

opportunity, that we have been blessed 
with, to build a new church and grow our 

congregation.  
We were able to celebrate the 

groundbreaking of our land in October 
and at the end of December framing 

started. We look forward to the blessings 
that 2022 will bring.  

Mark your Calendar! 

Annual Meeting  
Sunday, February 6, 2022 
Noon- Meal (Free-will donation) 

1:00 pm- Meeting* 
 

*In-person in the Sanctuary (overflow in the 
Fellowship Hall); There will be a parking 

lot/radio option for those who wish to attend, 
but do not wish to be inside.  

 
-No Parking Lot service 



 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking 
to Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 
12:1-2) 

“A young woman who wanted to go to college, but her heart sank when she read the question on the 
application blank that asked, "Are you a leader?" Being both honest and conscientious, she wrote, "No," and 
returned the application, expecting the worst. To her surprise, she received this letter from the college: "Dear 
Applicant: A study of the application forms reveals that this year our college will have 1,452 new leaders. We 
are accepting you because we feel it is imperative that they have at least one follower." (McMillen, S.I., 
None of These Diseases, June 1, 1984) 

The truth is that we are all called to follow the author and perfecter of our faith, Jesus Christ, our Lord. That 
doesn’t mean that life is easy or even that the sun never sets on us. It means that through faith in Jesus 
Christ we have been given a wonderful gift. We have the one who always has our best interests in mind and 
died for our sins that we might have life in His name. It’s not what we’ve done or accomplished that makes 
it possible, it’s what He has accomplished on the cross for us. “He it is who gave Himself for us that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity (lawless deeds) and purify for Himself a people of His own who are 
zealous for good deeds.” (Titus 2:14) Jesus Christ has called us to something that is greater than we could 
have ever imagined. He has called us very simply, “Follow Me.” (Matthew 4:19) He doesn’t explain all that 
will happen in our lives and the truth is that when the unexpected happens, Christ is often teaching us to 
trust in Him. When we find that we can’t do it on our own, He’s there to show us that we must trust in Him. 

Are you a leader, then lead. We are all called to lead from time to time, but we are all called to “follow”, 
“the author and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) that we might be of service to Him. I mention again 
and again that we are called to “stand firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of 
the gospel 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents.” (Philippians 1:27-28a) You have done that 
together. In the matter of a couple of weeks, striving side by side, members and others in the Community 
heard that we needed to make up a $50,000 short fall to cover our expenditures by December 31 st. You 
answered the call and we ended the year without a deficit. Thank you for all you have done to bless the 
ministries at Saving Grace Lutheran Church. This last year we had three New Member Classes two of them 
were only one hour apart. We welcomed 33 New Members this year and 4 babies and performed 8 
baptisms with 4 more who will be baptized in the New Year. We have started to build our New Church 
Home at 3735 Jeffers Road, Eau Claire, WI 54703 a place we will call Home in the future.  

In this next year we will probably have challenges, that’s the way life is, but we have the Good Shepherd to 
lead and guide us every step of the way, the author and perfecter of our faith. Through Him we have been 
adopted as His Children that we may serve Him now and forever. “In Him we live and move and have our 
being, (Acts 17:28) and all of this is to His glory. 

May The Author and Perfecter of our faith lead and guide you in this New Year! 

In Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior, 

Pastor David Irgens 
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     From Pastor Dan                                       
 

 

Luke 2:20 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Acts 1:10-11 
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
 All throughout the season of Advent we have been focused on the theme of “Standing Before the 
King.” We’ve seen how God is working in our lives to purify us and how he has given us a firm foundation 
to stand on in his Word. Finally, we saw how people stood before our king Jesus as he was born in a manger 
in Bethlehem. They were in awe and amazed at what God was bringing to fulfilment in this baby child.  
 
 But, if we were to compare this life of faith to beautiful artwork, it couldn’t be a single sculpture or 
painting. God has set up a whole gallery for us to see and experience. He has given us a whole life to live. 
So, after we have given an appropriate amount of time to stand in awe at the manger, moved at what God 
has done, we can take a hint from the shepherds. They “returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen.” They were stopped in their tracks by the birth of Jesus, but they were not just stuck 
standing there forever. They left the manger to work and be a part of their families and their communities, 
but now they were “glorifying and praising God,” for what he had done in their lives. They continued to live 
a life of faith and visit other masterpieces, moments in life, personally crafted by our God. 
 
 This is what takes place at the birth of Jesus and something similar takes place when he ascends into 
heaven after his death and resurrection. Jesus is taken up into the clouds to be seated at the right hand of 
God and some of the disciples witnessed this. They were in awe! I’m sure catching a glimpse of heaven 
would stop us all in our tracks with our jaws hanging wide open. This is when the angels appear and they 
said, “Why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” Jesus is going to come back with power from heaven. 
The angels imply, “don’t you want to be found doing what he told you when he returns? Get to work!”  
 
 We have stood at the manger again this Christmas season. God has met us in many ways to minister 
to our hearts, our families, and our friends. He has blessed us richly as we enter a New Year. Now, he is 
inviting us to continue to walk with him, not forgetting the rich Christmas Carols that have reminded us of 
the love of God in Jesus Christ. But to learn to glorify and praise him throughout all of our lives. To follow 
him so that we can fulfill his mission in the world. And Jesus continues to encourage us along the way by 
saying, “I am with you always, to the end of the age,” (Matthew 28:20b). 
 
Happy New Year,  
Pastor Dan Doran                           
 
 
 

-3- 



   

 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                   -4- 
 

 
 

                                                       
                                 Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm 
have worked salvation for him. The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his 

righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends 
of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into 
jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of 

singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for joy before the LORD, the King. Let 
the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. (Psalm 98:1-7) 

As we enter the new year, I invite you to share in all the wonderful music Saving Grace has to offer.  We 
are so blessed with great musicians who so graciously share their talent with the church.  I encourage you 
to experience all the amazing musical offerings that are listed below either as a participant or as a listener. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  It is great having people share their singing, playing, and even special readings with us 
during worship. If you are interested in sharing your talent, please contact me at sglcmusic@gmail.com We 

would love to have at least one or two people/groups per month. 
 

CHOIR:  Thank you to all who sang with the choir for Pastor Dan’s installation Sunday and the 8:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service. It is so nice to hear you sing again!! Your musical offering is always sincerely 

appreciated!!  If you would like to sing with the choir, we welcome new members anytime!! Choir will begin 
again in February.  Stay tuned for announcements regarding start date.  We hope you will join us!! 

 
WORSHIP MUSIC:  All of our services have such beautiful music provided by talented keyboardists, 

instrumentalists, and vocalists.  If you have not had the opportunity to attend the various services at Saving 
Grace, I encourage you to do so. Try a different service you may not normally attend.  You will be amazed 
how each service offers such wonderful music that contributes to and enhances the meaningful worship 

experience. 
                                                                                                 

-3- 

Musician Spotlight 
…  Sam Lakmann- Worship Band 

Keyboardist 
“I am originally from La Crosse, Wisconsin and am 
currently a student at UW-EC majoring in music 
composition. I’ve recently attended the premiere of 
one of my pieces titled “3.12” at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point. When I’m not performing or 
practicing music, I enjoy biking on local trails, 
watching movies with my roommates and spending 
time with my girlfriend and her cat (who is 
coincidentally also named Sam!).” 
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No need to worry about lunch or dinner (or 
both!) on Saturday, January 15th.  The Saving 
Grace youth and families will be making and 
selling pizzas to fundraise money for the new 
church. We’ll make it- you bake it!  

Order your pizzas on Sundays between 
December 12th through January 2nd or 

during church office hours. 

 

 
 

Reminder for Thrivent Members: Please 
consider directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars 

to Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  
This can be done online or contact your 

representative.  

                Isaiah Small Group 
Pastor Dan and Jamie will be leading the 
study on the book of Isaiah at a new night 
and time - 6:30 pm Thursdays! 

pastordansglc@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
                             ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
You may purchase Altar Flowers in honor or 
memory of a special person or occasion.  The 
bouquets are $15 each, and can be brought 
home after the 10:00 Sunday Worship.  The 
sign-up book is on the table in the Narthex.  Be 
sure to sign up one week in advance to insure 
mention in the church announcements.  

Please memo “Altar Flowers” on your check. 
 

Congratulations Karlie Anderson, Olivia Costley, and 
Allison Otto on your college graduations.  

 
Graduation Prayer 

God, as I move forward, help me to pursue the future You 
have for me. I’ll find my place and achieve the 

assignments You give me. All I ask is that You be with me 
every step of the way, and I know You will. Help me stay 
on course and use every gift You have give me for Your 
divine plan. Help me to choose Your ways over my own 

feelings and opinions. Remind me to run to Your Word and 
find the answers I need. And never, never let me quit! 

Amen.  
(Power Prayers for Grads, page 184) 

January 9th @ Noon 

 

       
 

Would you be interested in attending a weekend Bible 
study this winter? How about helping plan and lead it? 

We have materials for “Sweet Life Café”, a Women’s 
Ministry Retreat kit from Group Publishing. We have the 
director’s kit and 20 attendee kits!  Winter is the perfect 
time to grab a cup of coffee, a sweet treat, and be cozy, 

while surrounding ourselves in God’s Word.  
Contact Melissa Corlett, 

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com, if you’re interested in 
helping with a weekend retreat.   



 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                

 

                                              
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

               

  

 
 

Confirmation 
class start time 

is changing! 
Starting January 

5th, class will 
begin at 5:30pm. 

Sunday School Calendar 
9:30 Sunday School; 10:30 Ukulele Class 

 

Starting January 10th! 

 
 

Shingles, Stone, and Siding, oh my! 
Stop by the table in the hallway to vote on your 

favorite color combination of shingles, stone, and 
siding.  

 
Why are we voting on these select items, now? 

Framing is estimated to begin the week of December 
15th. Once the framing is completed, the roof must go 
on before the building can be enclosed and heated for 

interior work to begin. That said, we must choose a 
shingle color. In order to do that, we also need to 

choose the color of the exterior of the building starting 
with the siding. (This is also to ensure product will 
be available when needed for the project timeline.) 
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Happy Birthday Jesus Party 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that you can setup your 
giving to be deducted electronically?  

Visit the church website to set up recurring 
withdrawals or make a one-time donation. 

www.saving-gracechurch.com   
Your support of our ministries is greatly 

appreciated! 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 
 
 

General Operating Fund 
In Honor of Pastor Dan’s Installation:  Sharon 
Jurgens, Nancy Spehle 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt: Arnie & Irene 
Johnson, Brenda Marlow, Roberta McCormick 
In Memory of Otis Franke: Paula Harms 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Paula Harms 
 

Television Fund 
In Memory of Rod Alf: Marion Spoolhoff 
In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Ron Farmer 
In Memory of Janice Isaacson: Jill Klawiter 
In Memory of Rosie Nelson: Marion Spoolhoff 
In Memory of Bob Pickardt: Marion Spoolhoff 
In Honor of Rosalie Rosman:  Geraldine Schulner 
 

Capital Campaign 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt:  Nancy & Kevin 
Balash, Darlene Bauer, Bob & Pam Bee, Chet & Kathy 
Berkey, Bob & Pam Eberhardt, Dorothy & Jon 
Eberhardt, Dale & Sherry Farley, Cindy Joy Fischer, 
Don & Marge Hartwig, Barbara & Doug Hillestad, 
Sharon Jurgens, John & Carol Miske, George & Sandy 
Nelson, Sharon Risberg, Rose Marie Sipple, Judy 
Tulgren, Virginia Wright, Lenmark-Gromsrud-Linn 
In Memory of Otis Franke: Bob & Pam Bee, Stan & 
Jan Brettingen, Barb & Doug Hillestad, Brenda 
Marlow, John & Carol Miske, George & Sandy Nelson,  
Jean Parkhurst 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Jan & Stan Brettingen, 
Paul & Patty Dundas, Barb & Doug Hillestad 
 

Legacy Fund 
In Memory of Florence Eberhardt: Susan Partlow-
Ottom 

 

Capital Campaign Giving as of  
November 30th: $65,775 

(Paid Construction Expenses: $601,771) 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  

needed and appreciated! 

2021 General Operating as of 
November 30th: 

Donations: $400,103 
  Expenses: $464,709 

Deficit: ($64,606) 
December Script: $15,000 
Total Challenge: ($49,606) 



 
Christmas 2021 

Special donations were given this Christmas In Honor of (H) or  
In Memory of (M) of the following people: 

 
Janice Anderson & Family 

M: Roderick Anderson 
 

Judy Ballard 
M: Bill Culbert 

 
Stan & Jean Brettingen 

M: Our Parents 
H: Our Family 

 
Jane Close 

M: Bill Culbert 
H: Judy Ballard 

 
Margaret Crandell 
M: Russel Crandell 

 
Paul & Patty Dundas 

M: Garret Markin 
 

Clarice Erickson 
M: Husband, John Erickson 

 
Ernie & Kathy Freid 

M: Parents, Ernest & Orma Freid 
Fred & Agnes Knock 

 
John & Kay Granger 

M: John & Marion Lunderville 
H: Don & Darlene Granger 

 
Dan & Nancy Gunderson 

M: Parents, Erv & Fern Keilholz 
H: Pastor David & Family 

H: Pastor Dan & Jamie 
Steve & Criss Gutsch 

M: Norm Gutsch 
H: Matthew & Elayna Bridges Marriage 

 
Chuck & Jean Hill 

M: Lloyd, Elsie, & Dennis Stair 
M: Pamela Lane 

Chuck, Jean Hill & Grandchildren 
M: Charles V. Hill Sr. 

 
George & Sandy Nelson 

M: Daughter, Amy Nelson Rogers 
 

Rick Nelson 
M: Merrol & Rosie Nelson 

 
Sharon Risberg 

M: Husband, Robert Risberg 
M: Son, Jeffrey Jahnke 

 
John & Elizabeth Ruesch 

M: Our Parents 
 

Stacey Setzer 
M: Allen Pietz 

 
Nancy Spehle 

M: Ronald Spehle 
 

Kris Squier 
H: Children, Matthew Squier and Shelly 

Squier 
 

Dick & Kathie Thorpe 
M: Olaf & Frances Thorpe 

M: Steward & Irene Campbell 
 

Bob & Erna Tietz 
M: Mother, Wanda Tietz 

M: Grandparents, Ernest & Alice Meier 
 

Judy Tulgren 
M: Brother, Hal Haugstad 

 
Roger & Kris Wiltgen 

H: Our grandchildren and  
great-grandchildren 
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 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, cards were received from: Team Rubicon and Transformation 1040 
 

In December monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Nevaeh (blanket collection for her birthday project), 
Habitat for Humanity and Ashley Furniture (Hope to Dream project). 
 
 

Also, we provided the Sunday School kids with a catalog from Samaritan’s Purse Livestock Program. They helped 
in the choosing of trees, a goat, baby chicks, honeybees, and musical toy lambs for families around the world.  
 
We are excited about our new monthly project to help out homeless groups in the Chippewa Valley. We chose 
to support Sojourner House, Chippewa Valley Street Ministry (Pastor Mike Henry), and Bob Sanderson (Street 
Ministry). We will have a monthly list for anyone who wants to participate in our project (see the weekly 
announcements), as well as drop boxes located near the sanctuary doors.  Thank you for your support in helping 
the homeless in our community.  
 
 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

   
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need.  

Contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
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It might be cold outside, but 
we’re still offering our 

Parking Lot service each 
Sunday at 11:30am.  

 
*Note: If the temperature is 
10 degrees or lower, we will 

cancel the service for the 
week.  



              
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                              
                

Know Your Accounts! 
Or where should I give to Saving Grace Lutheran 

Church? 
General Operating Account (your regular giving 
envelope):  Pays for all budgeted items like the lease 
payment, staff salaries, music, TV Broadcast, 
software, etc. – everything that makes your church 
run smoothly.  Note – 10% of this giving is “tithed” 
to Mission giving, which includes our TV broadcast. 
 
Legacy Account:  Used for special, non-budgeted 
items or as a “back-up” for General Operating if 
needed. 
 
Capital Campaign Fund:  Used for all expenses 
related to the building of our new church. 
 
Dedicated Accounts:  These include funds specified 
for special categories of interest (i.e., Sunday School, 
Coffee Fund, or Mission).  These are great – but may 
not be needed at the time and limit us as to where 
they can be spent. 
 
Note:  You can give to General Operating, Legacy or 
Capital Campaign via Simply Giving and also on our 
website.  If you give via bank bill-pay, the donation 
will go to General Operating unless you note a 
different account in the memo section.  

Committee Leaders 
Annual Report Time! 

As you hold your last meetings and make your final 
plans for the year – it’s a good time to knock out 
that annual report for 2021!  These will be needed 
at the beginning of January for the annual report.  
Please use a Word Document, convertible Google 
Doc, or write the report right on your email – no 
PDFs please.   
Email to Office@Saving-gracechurch.com . 
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Did you get an Amazon gift card as a gift? 
Don’t forget to use Amazon Smile when you’re 
shopping on Amazon – It’s the same products, same 
deals, same Prime (if you have it), but if you enter 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church as your charity of 
choice – they give the church a small percentage of 
all purchases.  It doesn’t cost you a thing! 

 

Articles for the February newsletter are 
due to the Melissa via email  

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com or 
“snail mail” by January 21. 

Did you make a New Year’s resolution 
to stay on a budget? If so, let scrip help 

you keep that resolution! 
Purchase your scrip (“gift cards” for places you 
shop) in the Church Office Monday – 
Wednesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm and prior to 
Worship services Sunday. 
 

 

 

 
Save the Date! 

Sunday, February 20th 
11am – 3pm 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701       

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Kathi Zills, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com        www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional  
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional Livestream & in-person 
                            9:30 am Education 
                          10:00 am Contemporary Livestream & in-person 
                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 
                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

 
Kevin Balash:  President 

Michelle Otto: Vice President 
Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Wilson Lund, 
Deanne Morley, Dani Volz, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 
 


