A newsletter for members & friends
of Saving Grace Lutheran Church.

January 2021
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all
as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

Building Committee

New Church Home News!
Mittens, Scarves, Hats & Blankets

It was a beautiful sunny day for our Special
Congregational Meeting on December 20th. There was
a parking lot full of people and we had a good Q/A
discussion of the land details as we voted to approve
the purchase of land on Jeffers Road.
The vote was 129 yes, 19 no.

We are collecting warm items through the
end of January to be distributed to those in
need in our community.
Items can be dropped off in the entrance
area next to the tree in the baskets or bring
to the Parking Lot worship.
If you have questions contact Chuck
Hill havenfun6@yahoo.com or 715 833 2164

Here’s what’s next:
•

We will be closing this week on the land on
Jeffers Road. This is so exciting!

•

Work will continue on a survey of the land,
an architect, a contractor, etc.

•

Also, we are working on a counter-offer for
the city-owned parcel of land attached and
hope to have an update for you after the
holidays.

•

We will also be working on a sign to show off
our future home.

•

There will be more informational meetings to
update our congregation as we have news to
share.

Family in the Military
If you would like to have a
picture of family serving in
the military, any size will
do, drop it off at church
and I will put on the Thank
You Wall in the Fellowship
Hall. Please include name, rank and
relation to you.
If you have any questions contact Chuck
Hill havenfun6@yahoo.com
Or 715 833 2164.
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35The

angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said
to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
(Luke 1:35-38)
24Jesus

looked at him and said, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.”
25Indeed,

26Those
27He

who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?”

replied, “What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.” (Luke 18:24-27)

A young boy was traveling on an airplane to visit his grandparents, when a college professor sat down beside
him. The boy was reading a Sunday school take-home paper, and the professor thought he’d have some fun
with him. “Young man,” said the professor, “if you can tell me something God can do, I will give you a big,
shiny apple.” The boy thought for a moment and then replied, “Mister, if you can tell me something God
can’t do, I’ll give you a bushel of apples!”
We have seen God do the impossible plenty of times in our lives, from the birth of a baby, to a clear health
report and even the promise He gives us when we are called home. But God isn’t through with us yet. God
has taken us from a place we called home and three days later we were worshipping at Stokes, Prock and
Mundt Funeral Home. We were led to EastRidge Center, which was a launching pad for where God would
lead us next. In the middle of a the COVID-19 Pandemic we found that God was still leading us and we
learned firsthand, “37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:37-39) Now He’s leading us to a new place we can call home.
In Ezekiel tells us that God will send from the house of David one who will shepherd His people. “23I will set
up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd.” (Ezekiel 34:23) Jesus Christ is still our Good Shepherd today. (John 10:11) He brings about a “New
Beginning.” He continues to guide us as we follow Him. He guides us, shaping us into the people He wants us
to be. There will still heartache over what was, could have been, and what will be, but Jesus is there to guide
us with rod and staff in hand, tending to our needs leading us to still waters and green pastures. (Psalm 23)
He has always been faithful to us and we are called as His people to be faithful to Him.
As we begin a New Year, remember we are called to be shaped by His Word as His servants. There is no
greater privilege than to serve Him now and forever.
Almighty God, lead us as Your people, that we may a line with Your will, as Christ guides us as His sheep
and we respond to His voice, “for You can do all things;” through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen
In Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior, Pastor David Irgens
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From Pastor Dan

“At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.”
-Numbers 13:25
Last year, during this time, the joy of new beginnings was on my mind. It was the theme that stuck out to
me as I sat down to write my letter for this publication. I imagined that people would be looking forward
to their plans for the new year. Vacations were planned, home improvement projects were budgeted for,
family time was scheduled. Yet, something happened that none of us planned for and it interrupted much
of what we had hoped for throughout the year. Now, at the beginning of the year, we aren’t so much
looking for something to begin as we are looking for something else to end. We want this pandemic to be
over and done with so that the terrible stress, inconveniences, and losses would be over and done with.
The Israelite people, during the time of Moses, were looking for an ending as well. They had cried out to
God while they were enslaved in Egypt so that their slavery would end. When their slavery ended and they
were traveling with God through the wilderness, they cried out with complaining that their travels would
be over and done with. There focus was on what they had seen in the past instead of looking forward to
what God was revealing to them for their future. “The people of Israel also wept again and said, ‘Oh that
we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt…and there is nothing at all but this manna to
look at,’” (Numbers 11:4-5). They would rather have the meat of a slave’s meal than the bread of one who
follows God through the wilderness.
The people were too focused on what they had seen with their eyes as opposed to the promises of God
that they had heard with their ears. This continues to be a pitfall for these Israelite people. When they
finally get to the promised land a couple of months later, they refuse to enter the land. Israelite spies
were sent into the promise land in obedience to what God had commanded, “Send men to spy out the
land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel,” (Numbers 13:2). The spies went and searched
out the land for forty days. But something was wrong. They couldn’t believe that God had actually given
them the land and they were afraid of their enemies and the battles they would face. In fear, they cried
out again, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!
Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword?” (Numbers 14:2-3).
We know how the story goes, right? The people were judged because of their lack of faith. They said
themselves that they would have rather died in the wilderness than to act on the promises of God in the
promise land. So, God made them wander in the wilderness for 40 years in order that that complaining
and unfaithful generation might receive their just desserts.
It’s fine that we are looking for an ending just like those Israelite people. We want our “wilderness
wandering” to be over. But we can’t let what our eyes have seen in the past dominate what we think our
God can do in the future. At the same time, we can’t let ourselves think that the road ahead will look
easier or will be a place where we don’t have to exercise so much faith in God. The Israelites wanted
Pastor Dan Contd. on page 4
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Pastor Dan, contd.
things to end, but they had a hard time trusting God for his new beginning. The wilderness didn’t have the
food that could be found in Egypt. The Promised Land had a whole lot more conflict than the wilderness ever
did. They were always looking back and never setting their minds to hope in the promises of God. If God is
going to create a new beginning, then we need to trust him to create something that is really new. Something
that is unlike what we had become comfortable with in the past.
This way, we can look forward to what God is doing in faith. This will lead to thanksgiving as we see how God is
providing in the midst of life’s troubles. If we get stuck focusing on the past and what we could see with our
eyes, we will be disappointed with and afraid to walk into the promises that God is crafting for us. He is
certainly preparing a future for us. Pray for the faith to carry us “into the land” so that we can praise God
when we get there wherever and whatever that may be.
Happy New Year,
Pastor Dan

A New Year's Plan

Saving Grace
Lutheran Church

I tried to think of a clever new phrase—
A slogan to inspire the next 365 days,
A motto to live by this coming New Year,
But the catchy words fell flat to my ear.

Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, February 7

And then I heard His still small voice
Saying, "Consider this simple, daily choice:
With each new dawn and close of day
Make new your resolve to trust and obey."

12:30 pm

"Don't look back, caught in regret
Or dwell on the sorrow of dreams unmet;
Don't stare forward anchored by fear,
No, live in this moment, for I Am here."
"I am all you need. Everything. I Am.
You are held secure by my strong hand.
Give me this one thing—your all in all;
Into my grace, let yourself fall."
PLEASE NOTE: We are asking you to
please wear a mask at all times if you
are in the church building; including the
Fellowship Hall, Vestibule, Sanctuary,
Office and Kitchen. Thank you for
helping to keep everyone safe!

So, at last, I'm ready; I see the way.
It's to daily follow, trust, and obey.
I enter the New Year armed with a plan,
To give Him my everything—all that I am.
--Mary Fairchild
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Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. (Phillipians 4:4-8)
As we reflect on 2020, I believe we all can agree it has been a year like no other!! The struggles have been real.
We have faced a pandemic, social unrest, political divisiveness, and the list goes on. Yet here we are...gifted
with a new year, a new start, a new beginning. During the summer of 2020, I participated in a Bible study by
Max Lucado entitled “Anxious for Nothing” and based on the scripture above. This study reminded me of the
necessity of being thankful for all the good God has blessed us with. When I repeated the words “Rejoice in the
Lord always; again I will say Rejoice” my mindset turned to one of gratitude. It set a whole different tone for
what I was anxious about…. What an AMAZING feeling…. GRATITUDE!! If we turn to him in prayer and
supplication with THANKSGIVING, “the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus”. What a comfort we can bring into the new year. Thank you Lord Jesus for 2021. May
we enter this year with grateful hearts for God’s many blessings!!
Special Music for December: A special thank you to those who provided special music in December. We
sincerely appreciate their musical contribution to our worship services: Dec. 13 - Sunday School Children (2019
Christmas program): Dec. 20 - Sherry Friedel, Christmas Eve - Sarah Plum, Christmas Day (Joosten and Plum
Families), Dec. 27 - Pastor Dan Doran.

Musician Spotlight:

Will Deblaey
Will DeBlaey is a bass player who is active in the Chippewa Valley music scene with many bands, including
Uncommon Denominator, Wyblue, Sweater People, Scoop, and works as a freelance musician for hire. Will
graduated from UW-Eau Claire in spring 2020, and has a BS in Music- Liberal Arts. He is an experienced player,
composer and arranger in many genres and loves the challenge of serving many different musical situations.
His main love is soul music and jazz, but believes there is greatness in all music. Will has played at Saving Grace
Lutheran Church for a little over a year and a half now, and loves being a part of the worship team!
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Music Notes contd. on page 6

Music Notes, contd.
Mario Friedel
Mario comes to the Saving Grace Music Team with 30 years’ experience as an
educator in both public and private schools, and a lifetime of experience as a
musician, songwriter and performer. His current position is part-time principal of
St Joseph’s Catholic Grade School in Stratford, Wisconsin.
Mario experienced early success in the music industry when he was signed to
Universal Records in 1971 as a member of White Duck, Jimmy Buffet’s first Coral
Reefer Band, produced and published by Buzz Cason, Creative Workshop Studio,
Nashville, TN. Mario performed, recorded with or opened for musical greats
including John Hiatt, Jimmy Buffet, Neil Diamond, and the Allman Brothers. He
currently collaborates with fellow Wisconsin musicians Howard Guitar Luedke,
Janet Planet and Tom Washatka, and Nashville singer/songwriter Keith Duke.
He has had big band arrangements of his compositions performed by the Water
City Jazz Orchestra, the Fond du Lac Symphonic Band, and the Ripon College Jazz
Ensemble. He has produced curriculum and music for children related to Wisconsin History and elementary
Spanish. Mario served as the Northern District Representative for the Wisconsin School Music Association from
2009-2013. He was on the Executive Board of the Wisconsin Foundation for School Music from 2012-2015. He
and wife, Sherry, form the duo Songa, which performs at venues across Wisconsin. Songa was a finalist in the
Great River Folk Festival Songwriting Contest in the summer of 2020.

Parking Lot Drive-up Worship Service
Sundays at 11:30 am
To provide a safe option for those who would like to gather, we plan to
continue to offer a social distanced Sunday Parking Lot Worship in the
lot behind the church (across Fairfax next to CCF Bank) in January and
beyond. In consideration of others, please come prepared to wear a
mask if you have your car windows open or intend to walk around the
lot. On Communion Sundays, bring your own grape juice and bread.

Invite someone to your “virtual” or
Parking Lot church this week! And don’t
forget to “Like Us’ on Facebook and share
our posts!

If you wish to purchase scrip, please preorder by
contacting either Chet or Dale @

Articles for the February newsletter are
due to Julie Atkinson via email
office@saving-gracechurch.com or “snail
mail” by January 20, 2020.

Chet’s cell: 715-864-3125
or cberkey@centurytel.net
Dale’s cell: 715-828-5542
or sfarley44@hotmail.com
Arrangements can be made with them to pick up
in the parking lot on Mondays or Fridays from 8 10 am.
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Scrip Sales

Illumin8 & Confirmation
We’ve made it to 2021! 2020 was an unusual year. We had to adapt things in our lives and church was one of
them. We’re pros at this now, though. We know that Pastor David and Pastor Dan will bring us the message each
week via the internet and TV and our kids have gotten used to seeing each other on the computer screen. Ideal?
Absolutely not! However, even through all the adaptations that we had to make last year, hearing God’s Word
and teaching our children about Jesus is still the same. The words of the Bible don’t change. His Word is constant;
it’s just in the way we hear them or learn about them that has changed.
I am so proud of each and every one of the kids in our congregation, whether or not I see them online in Sunday
School or Confirmation, or just know that they are still learning about Jesus at home with their families. Parents,
thank you!
Let’s welcome 2021 with its new beginning and endless possibilities! Remembering all the while that things
around us may change, we may need to adapt, but the Word of our Lord is forever unchanging.
God bless and cheers to a grand new year! Melissa

January 2021 Schedule
3rd:

No Sunday School

th

Need more copies of the sermon reports? Can’t
remember what you need to work on for your Faith
Statement? Want to see when we have class and Illumin8
meetings? No problem, just check out the Confirmation
section of the Kids @Home tab on the church website
www.saving-gracechurch.com.
Don’t forget to turn in your completed homework and
sermon reports. Take a picture and send it to the Pastors
or drop completed homework off at a parking lot church
service.

6 : 5pm Confirmation Class
10th: 9:30 Pre-K-3rd grade Sunday School
10:30 4th-6th grade Sunday School
7pm- Sunday Night Stories
13th: 5pm Confirmation Class
17th: 9:30 Pre-K-3rd grade Sunday School
10:30 4th-6th grade Sunday School
7pm- Sunday Night Stories
th
20 : 5pm Confirmation Class
24th: 9:30 Pre-K-3rd grade Sunday School
10:30 4th-6th grade Sunday School
7pm- Sunday Night Stories
27th: Illumin8 Meeting @ 5pm
31th: 9:30 Pre-K-3rd grade Sunday School

If you have any questions about Sunday School,
Confirmation, or Illumin8 just email Melissa at
savinggraceeducation@gmail.com.

10:30 4th-6th grade Sunday School
7pm- Sunday Night Stories

Sunday Night Stories is coming back!!
Mark your calendars, Sunday Night Stories is coming back in January.
Beginning Sunday, January 10th through Sunday, February 28th, every
Sunday Night at 7pm. We’ll continue the Dead Sea Squirrels series and
play a short game during each session. (Zoom link will be sent to all
youth families by January 8th.)
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Christmas 2020
Special donations were given this Christmas in Honor of (H) or In
Memory of (M) of the following special people:
Jayne Close & Judy Ballard
M Bill Culbert

Steve & Criss Gutsch
H Norm Gutsch

Ken & Audrey Boigenzahn
M Parents

Doug & Bar Hillestad
M Aubrey & Sylvia Hillestad, Jack &
Mary McCord
H Margaret Crandell

Stan & Jean Brettingen
M Parents Kermit & Margaret
Jacobson and Alf & Bertha Brettingen

Arvella Howieson
M of parents Albert & Louis Albrecht
H of children Sandy & Jeff,
grandchildren Lindsay
Megan & David, Great grandson
Jackson

Ruth Casper
M Roger Casper
Evelyn Chappell
M Dick Chappell
Margaret Crandell
M Russell Crandell

Lila Johnson
M Lloyd Johnson

Audrey Doll
H Pastor David & Pastor Dan

George & Sandy Nelson
M daughter Amy Nelson Rogers,
brothers & parents

Paul & Patty Dundas
H Grandchildren Jameson, Jayden, Josie
& Elayna

Dennis Ogren
M Henry, Ruth & Harry Ogren, Lily
True West, Rev. Edgar Anderson,
Stella Anderson

Clarice Erickson
M husband John Erickson
Bob & Bea Frazee
H mom Stella Meyers
M Norma & Jeff Frazee, Jim Frazee, Ed
Meyers, & Donna Hoeppner (Esther
Circle)

Ron & Sue Ottum
H The Pastors, Staff & Council of
Saving Grace who have been just
wonderful, innovative, smart and so
caring

Eula Gingras
M Gilbert Gingras

Jean Parkhurst
M Don Parkhurst, Daniel Hillestad

Jon & Kay Granger
H Don & Darlene Granger
M John & Marion Lunderville

Betty Qualheim
M Dick Qualheim
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Christmas 2020 contd. on page 9

Christmas 2020 contd.
Sharon Risberg
H the Irgens Family: pastor, Kari &
Magnus

Marian Spoolhoff
M Parents & two Brothers

Mary Robertson
M Herb Robertson

Matt & Kris Squier
H Jean Squier
M Paul Squier

Scott, Sandy & Chloe Rud
H Logan Rud, serving in the US Air
Force

Nancy & Jim Sylte
H Our Pastors
Barbara Taylor
M Tricia Melcher

Diane & John Ryberg
M Mae, Knute & Rev. Roger Hjelle

Steve & Sally Thompson
M Sarah Thompson, Harold & Lila
Thompson, Carl & Chrystal Kaivell

Jerry & Rose Schmidt
H Pastor David Irgens & Pastor Dan
Doran

Bob & Erna Tietz
M mother Naunda Tietz,
grandparents Ernest & Alice Meier

Ken & Gerri Schulner
M parents Wayne & Velma Rosman,
Fran & Mary Schulner

Jerrieann Thronson
M Bob Thronson

Terry Scott
M Dorothy & Robert Horswill, Alex
Scott

Roger & Kris Wiltgen
H Pastor David & Pastor Dan for
their leadership and ministry during
these challenging times

Dolly Papke
H Chloe & Braylynn Papke, Braylynn’s
December 7th adoption & December 13th
Baptism

Thank You!

Nancy Spehle
M Ronald J. Spehle

Don’t forget Family Devotions
published on Facebook and our
website each Wednesday!

Do you have a prayer request?
Please email your request to
office@saving-gracechurch.com and
indicate if it is a confidential request, or
you would like it included on the prayer
chain and in the worship service.

If you missed one, go to the homepage
of our website http://savinggracechurch.com/ and check out past
devotions!
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Thank You for Your Gifts
Donations made to the church in memory of or in
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration or
remembrance are always important and very much
appreciated.
Television Broadcast Sponsor
Janice Anderson & Family: December 25th
In Loving Memory of Pastor Roderick Anderson

2020 General Operating Income through
December 23:
$510,866.76
2020 General Operating Expenses through
December 23:
$521,073.49
Year-end balances will be available in the Annual
Report at our Annual Meeting of the Congregation
on Sunday, February 7.

General Operating Fund
In Memory of Ken Swartz (Noel & Carol’s son):
George & Sandy Nelson, Arnie & Irene Johnson
In Memory of Noel & Carol Swartz’s Grandson
Daniel: Allan & Ruth Hofland,
In Honor of Jean & Stan Brettingen (for making us
lefse): Steve & sally Thompson
In Honor & Memory of Marjorie & Irving
Christopher Sr., My Mom & Dad for bringing me into
the world 90 years ago (Dec. 1, 1930): Audrey Doll

As of December 31, $591,415.19 has been
pledged to the Capital Campaign, of which
$314,871.35 has been given ($276,543.84
outstanding).

In Memory of Jon Otto: Arnie & Irene Johnson

$194,734.01 donated over and above
pledges.

In Memory of Mary, Jerome & Patty Lahner, Dagmar
& John Gordon: Daniel & Marie Gordon

Total donations: $509605.36

In Honor of Pastor Dan and Pastor David & Family:
Dan & Nancy Gunderson
In Memory of Scott J. McClean: Larry & Sandy
McClean
In Memory of Ray & Borg Morley: Jacqueline &
Jerry Jonas

Shopping on Amazon?
Support
Saving
Grace
by
going
to
smile.amazon.com and register for Saving Grace
Lutheran Church. Same Amazon, same prices,
same Prime (if you have it), but a small
percentage of dollars you spend are donated
directly to the church.

In Memory of Mary Koontz: Julie Engfer

Daily Devotions
You will find devotions prepared by your Pastors
and church staff each day on our website (savinggracechurch.com) and on our Facebook page.
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Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee

In December: This month’s meeting was held through Zoom.
Monthly gifts are going to Ephrem and Starfish Kids.
The Leader-Telegram no longer has a religion page to announce church services but Julie was able to place a onetime ad featuring Christmas and regular livestream/parking lot services which will be in the paper and in the
electronic version.
We are contributing to the “Drive for Books” that will be given to children for Christmas. Anyone wishing to drop
a book off can do so at RCU or Volume I.
All the volunteer shoppers purchased the gifts for 10 children from 2 families from the lists we received from the
“Spirit of Christmas”. Kay delivered them. A big THANK YOU to the shoppers.
From December 15th: “All our wonderful gifts were delivered to Zion Methodist Church in Chippewa Falls today;
we were the first in line so we were able to chat a little with the guys. We had to use my husband’s truck to get
them all there!!!! I also met with Pastor Mike Henry today and delivered the scrip cards to him. I’m so grateful for
our wonderful congregation at Saving Grace and for Mission Outreach. Merry Christmas Everyone, Kay”

There was another family with 3 children asking for help on a neighborhood internet site. Both parents are out
of work but looking. They have a 13-year-old who turns 14 the day after Christmas, a 2-year-old and a 4-monthold baby. We gave them a scrip card for each of their children - the same as we gave to the Spirit of
Christmas. In addition, Kay and Brenda shopped at the Dollar Store for household and baby care supplies they
needed and delivered them to the family.
The Chippewa Valley Street Ministry is needing to provide more help as the weather turns colder and more
people are homeless. We gave them scrip cards for Kwik Trip, McDonalds and Subway which they can hand out
as needed and also use at Kwik Trip for gas for the van, also a scrip card to Walmart to purchase clothing.
We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members. Call or email one of
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com and Julie will pass along your suggestions.
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need. Contact Pastor
David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential.
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Annual Meeting Reports
Committee members, if you haven’t submitted your
committee reports for the Annual Meeting Report –
please do so immediately! I would like to have those
(sent electronically, please if possible) by the first week
in January. Thank you!
Ideally, reports would include:
• Names of Committee Members
• Committee Purpose Statement/Paragraph
• Goals for the past year and goals or actions
accomplished.
• Plans for next year.

I would like to thank
everyone who sent me a
card for my 95th birthday. I
received over 62 cards. I
also received several gifts. I
may have missed sending
out a thank you for your
gift. If I did, please accept this thank you. A huge
thank you to Bobbi and Rollie Larson for hosting
the party in their Reme Halo air purified home.
-Margaret Crandell

-Julie Atkinson

LCMC Three Days of Prayer

January 5-7, 2021
Every congregation, member and pastor are being invited to set aside some time each of these days for prayer. Our
attitude toward prayer has often been characterized by saying, “well, all we can do now is pray!”. Prayer is not the
hopeless act of desperation. Prayer is a gift that God has given to us as a means to approach the throne of grace with
confidence—like that of a child coming to her parents sharing concerns, victories, defeats and every part of life. It is an
opportunity to express the deepest heartache and the greatest joy. Prayer is a conversation between the Creator and
the created…and the conversation began with God, for us, in Christ Jesus.
We encourage people simply to pray at work, home, school wherever they are and whatever they are doing. Let’s come
together as an association of congregations across the U.S. and around the world to pray!
Day One: January 5 : This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our relationships—and even the
church—in our own image. We confess that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather to lay down our pride,
our sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of the church for forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy.
Day Two: January 6 : This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, for the leaders, for those who
carry out ministries, for the Sunday School teachers, for the Confirmation leaders, for those leading adult Bible studies
and for those leading small groups. Pray for those in hospital and nursing home ministries. Pray for all those connected
to your church that they might know God’s redeeming love for all in Christ.
Day Three: January 7 : This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move through the hearts and minds of
leaders and pastors that God’s vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of prayer for renewal,
revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision.

Contact Information
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701 Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020
Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com
Associate Pastor Dan Doran: pastordansglc@gmail.com
Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com
Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com
www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC YouTube Channel – Saving Grace
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