
A newsletter for members & friends   

of Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

January 2020 

Articles for the February newsletter are due to Julie 

Atkinson in the Church Office by January 20. 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
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  Ordinary Women Doing  
  Extraordinary Things 

Saturday, January 18 
10:00 am—12:00 pm 

Join us for a time of learning and fellowship as 
we welcome Dr. Teresa Paulsrud to talk about 
Mission and her trips to Guatemala.  She and her 
husband Brad have one son, Brandon and live in 
Eau Claire, where they practice chiropractic 
medicine.  Teresa has made seven mission trips  
to Guatemala, and has stories and insights to 
share. 

This is an event for men, women and youth!  
We’ll have light refreshments, and a free will 
offering.  

These Saturday gatherings are an ideal 
opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to 
join you at Saving Grace for a social and learning 
time.  Who will you invite? 

Next month, Officer Bridget Coit will make a 
presentation about balancing faith and her job in 
law enforcement on Saturday, February 15th. 

Parents, here’s another opportunity to enjoy a 

couple of hours with no kids - maybe to go out to 

a kid-free dinner, or to go out to a movie, or get 

some errands done without little helpers!  Just 

drop the kids off at our next Parents' Night Out 

event on Friday, January 17  from 5-7:30pm. 

Your kids will have a great time playing games, 

making crafts, and lots more! Supper will be 

provided for the kids. If you'd like to take 

advantage of the Parents' Night Out event, just 

email 

Melissa Corlett  by January 12th at 

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com  

MITTEN TREE 

A mitten tree is up in the Fellowship Hall/Church 
Office vestibule - ready to receive Hats, Mittens, 
and Scarves.  We will be collecting these 
through January for schools, Free Clinic, Beacon 
House and other places of need. Just place them 
on the tree or in the baskets sitting by the 
tree.  Thank you! 

mailto:savinggraceeducation@gmail.com


 

 

“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  For darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear 
over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”  (Isaiah 60:1-3) 

 

Children have a way of reminding us what is truly important. We get lost in our personal concerns and 
forget that God has given us this moment, this day, today and every day. Today is unique, there is only one 
like it. This is the only Today that we will ever have. We have been called to live it and see the promise of 
what the future may bring for Jesus Christ has come! 

 

I overheard a mother asking her daughter, “How was your day?” The child said, “It was good.” But her 
mom wanted to know all the details, so her daughter listed all the things she did. Then her mom asked, 
“What was the favorite part of your day?” The child looked at her mom and said with all earnestness, “All 
of it!” I was in awe. Shouldn’t that be the way we look at life, faith, relationships, everything that happens 
to us. Shouldn’t life be a little different for us, since Jesus Christ has come! He has come to us. He promises 
to walk with us all of our lives. He has forgiven our sins and leads us in His paths of righteousness, (a right 
relationship with God). (Psalm 23:3) He’s claimed us in the waters of baptism and calls us His children. If we 
really believe that Jesus Christ, the light of the world has come, shouldn’t that one fact change everything? 
Isaiah says, “The Lord will arise upon you and his glory will appear over you.” (Isaiah 60:1)  He has come! 

 

When the wise men “saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy”.  (Matthew 2:10) 
They knew that their search was over. The journey was worth it. They had found the place where the King 
of the Jews was. They revealed who Jesus truly is. They may not have known that he would be the King of 
kings, but it says, “On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother and they knelt down 
and paid him homage.” (Matthew 2:11) Imagine what that must have been like for Mary, who heard from 
the shepherds what the angels announced to them that “to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) Now, the wise men confirmed it. After traveling so far, 
they paid him homage and humbled themselves before the new born King. 

 

It’s true, not every day is perfect, unexpected things happen. Our lives may seem chaotic and out of 
control, but how we react to what happens in our lives shapes who we are as we follow Christ. Perhaps it’s 
all in the way you look at things. If our Light has come, then that changes everything. And when someone 
asks “What was the favorite part of your day?” We can simply say, “All of it!” Thanks be to God! 

 

God bless you in this New Year that you may see Christ at work in your lives every day. 
 

In Christ Jesus our Lord, our Light and our Savior, 

 

Pastor David Irgens 
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Who  will you invite to Saving Grace in January?  There are flyers on the narthex table with upcoming 
events available to help you share all that’s going on at your church. 

Reflections from Pastor Dan 
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 I love new things. It’s the perfect time to be alive for a person like me. With the internet and all of the 

technology that has come about in the previous decades there are a ton of new things to be interested in.  

I still remember sneaking into my parents’ room to see what they had gotten me for my birthday. I found a 

Game Boy Color there that was still unwrapped! Seeing it there, I couldn’t wait to play it, but I knew I 

didn’t have much time until someone would come looking for me. Even though I knew what the gift was, I 

was so excited when I finally got to open that present.  

That handheld videogame device was released back in 1998. A few new things have come out since then, 

haven’t they? Now we’ve got bigger and smaller Game Boys, Iphones and Ipads, all sorts of tablets, new 

tools, and all sorts of kitchen appliances! There has been a lot of new stuff. And here we all are at the 

beginning of a new year. It’s natural for us to look forward to things and occasions in the new year. Maybe 

it’s a vacation, a new phone, a book or movie that ends a series. All of these things we are hoping for 

keeps us looking ahead to what’s next.  

As Christians we have a lot to look forward to. Not only do we have life now, which isn’t always filled with 

great things, but we have life later, where there will no longer be any suffering. This we have as a promise 

of God, “Behold, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 

I’ve noticed that I get tired of things that at one point I couldn’t wait to have. When something new came 

out to replace that old Game Boy Color, I suddenly wasn’t content with the old Game Boy anymore. Our 

new stuff doesn’t stay new. It gets old and we get restless. We know that things don’t last. “The grass 

withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8).  

The words that make up those promises from God will never get old. God’s word will continue to deliver 

good news with perfect timing. It wont slow down like an old computer. God’s word will continue sustain 

us as spiritual food. It wont break down like an old grill or pressure cooker. God’s word will never get old. 

So, let’s remember to stretch our hope a little farther in the new year. Enjoy the all the new things while 

keeping a firm hold on the Good News. 

Blessings in the New Year, 

Pastor Dan 



Soup, Sandwich & Scripture (3S) 
Soup, Sandwich & Scripture or 3S as we call it, is on Fridays 
at 12 noon.  All men are welcome as we gather to share a 
meal, fellowship, and Bible Study.  No need to pre-
register—just come and bring your friends! 
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                     Do you have old calendars that 

                   have pictures too beautiful to 

toss?  Recycle by putting into binders or 

photo albums and bring to a memory care 

facility for the residents to enjoy .     

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Red Cross Blood Drive was hosted at Saving 
Grace Lutheran Church on December 9, 2019.  A 
special thank you to the 14 donors who donated at 
this drive.  Two of the 14 donors were Double Red 
Cell donors which counted double, thus our count 
was 16. 
While this number of donors was less than the 
previous Drives, the Red Cross Mobile Supervisor 
assured me this was about average for this time of 
year. As well, we were in blizzard conditions and 
due to the scheduling of the staff, they had to end 
this drive earlier than usual. 
 

We will be scheduling another drive for this spring. 
 

Thank you again all who made this possible, 
including donors and the Monday morning cleaning 
crew who moved tables and chairs to  
accommodate the Drive.  Your donation helped 
save a life.  

 

 

Crafters! 
After a successful bazaar and a well-deserved 

break, the craft group is back!  We want to thank 

all of this congregation, for your help, hard work, 

contributions, and for coming to our bazaar on 

November 2!  Without your support, it would not 

have been possible!  Now the next one is only 11 

months away, and it’s never too soon to get 

started on projects!   

Our craft group will resume on Monday, January 

6, 2020, at 1:00 pm in the Sarah (craft) room.  We 

welcome new faces and the wonderful talents 

you bring.  Come with ideas & projects, or if you 

don’t have anything specific in mind, just bring 

yourself.  We will find things for you to work on!  

If you are unable to join us, we also appreciate 

any craft items or materials that you are able to 

work on at home or to contribute.   

We meet every Monday from 1:00 – 3:30 pm in 

the Sarah room at Saving Grace Lutheran Church.  

All women are welcome, and we hope to see you 

there! 

Interactive Bulletin Board 

What brings you JOY?  Share by writing about it on 
our new interactive bulletin board outside of the 1st-
3rd grade Sunday School classroom.  Markers will be 
available – this is one time you can “write on the 
wall”! 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CARDS 

It’s not too late to return your stewardship 
Pledge Card. Just place your card in the 
envelope provided and drop off in the mail, 
church office, or offering plate.  Your pledge 
helps us plan responsibly for our work this 
year.  Thank you for sharing what God has 
given to you to help your church continue its 
mission and provide for the needs of our 
members and community. 

    Annual Meeting 

The Saving Grace Lutheran Church Annual  
Meeting will be on Sunday, February 2 @ 12:00 
pm.  We’ll have a potluck lunch following the 
10:00 worship service.  Plan to be there as we 
recap 2019 and look forward to the new year. 
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Illumin8 Mark your Calendars! 

 Illumin8 Bowling Party 

Sunday, February 9th 

Time TBD 

Bowling, Pizza, and Fun!! 
 

Illumin8 Youth Group is open to all youth in 

6th through 12th grades.  

Keep Up With our Kids! 

Wondering what our kids are up to at 
Saving Grace?  Check out the Youth and 
Sunday School Bulletin Board outside of 
the Education Office.  Our Education 
Director Melissa Corlett changes up this 
board regularly for those with kids and 
for those who just like to keep up to date 
on our programs. There’s always 
something new to discover! 

                                         Sunday School News 

                                 2019 was a great year in the Sunday School classrooms! Our younger children have  

                                 learned  so much from the stories of Adam & Eve, Noah, Daniel, Jonah, Joseph, and  

                                 David. Reading about those stories in their Bibles, doing activities, and play games to 

further enhance their learning. Our older children have been on a journey through the Bible. Their 

journey has taken them through stories of the Old Testament- taking a little deeper look at the stories.  

All children spent the month of December learning about Advent and the story of Jesus’ birth. We 

wrapped up 2019 with the children’s Christmas program on the 15th of December. The kids did a 

wonderful job!  

We have much to look forward to in 2020 in the Sunday School program! 

 

Confirmation classes resume on January 8th!  

New topic of study: The Lord’s Prayer 

A New Year’s Prayer 
May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding your from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping  your face bright,  even in the 
shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes 
need you most, and by making you anxious to be 
there to help. 
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 
ahead.              
                                                               Anonymous 



 

Glad you asked:    
 

If you have an idea, for either the church or the newsletter,  a suggestion, or a question, write it down (can be 
anonymous) and put in the Idea/Question box outside the Sanctuary, or contact Pastor Irgens  or a Staff member.  
We’ll get your answer  or  share as many ideas as we can each month in “Our Journey”. 

General Operating Fund 

In Memory of Cally:  Ruth Preston 

Television Fund 

In Memory of Michael Seidling, Ralph & Dolores 
Zimmerman:  Mary & Dennis Seidling 

In Memory of Jeanne Farmer:  Richard & Alice 
Klingbeil 

“Scrip” is gift cards for many of the places you 
shop very day.   They  make wonderful gifts for 
any occasion. Scrip cards are a great way to 
help financially support Saving Grace and our 
mission. We have scrip cards for your favorite 
merchants including Grocery & Drugstores, 
Gas Stations, Departments Stores, and 
Restaurants.  

As of  December 23: 

YTD Rebates:  $ 14,456 
Scrip Balance: $ 41,825 

Scrip is sold prior to Saturday & Sunday  
services and in the office Monday-Thursday.  

Thank You For Your Gifts 
Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly 
basis in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of 
celebration or remembrance  are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

January—December 23, 2019   General Operating  

Income: $418,713  Expenses:  $427,828 

2019 Budgeted Income: $448,035  
(based on an annual average) 

Assets: 

General Operating Account : $45,314 

Legacy Account : $75,705 

Exchange Account + Capital Campaign :  $242,482 

Exchange Account Savings: $6945 

2019 Church Council 
Kevin Balash, President 

Stan Brettingen, Vice President 
Patty Dundas, Secretary 

Bill Cunningham, Treasurer 
Steven Dusick, Wilson Lund,  

Dani Volz, Pete Hestekin,  
Cindy Joy Fischer, Keith Muchow, Bobbi 

McCormick 
For contact information, please refer to 
your Church Directory or call the Church 

Office.   

As of December 23,  $584,378 has 

been pledged to the Capital 

Campaign, with an additional 

$85,358 non-pledge money in the 

Capital Campaign Account.   
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Van Drivers for January 
    January 5:  Wilson Lund 
    January 12: Dave Roholt 
    January 19: Gerald Dusick 
    January 26: Dave Cunningham 
        Thank you!        

        “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” 

      -Nelson Mandela 



 

                                                                                       Altar Flowers Program 
We have an altar flower program with Brent 
Douglas Flowers.  Order flowers in honor of 
someone or a special event, in memory of a 
loved one, or just to help beautify our Sanctuary.  
Bouquets are $15 each.  Sign up in the book near 
the front door (please print!) or in the office. 

             

                       Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 

                                                                                                                                             Gifts this month went to: 
 

Christ Church Cathedral Warming Center: Often in the winter, there isn’t enough space in the established 
shelters in Eau Claire.  Christ Church Cathedral has offered basement space in a former church building it 
owns to use as a warming center as needed.  Because the site doesn’t meet city code as a shelter,  sleeping 
is prohibited in the center—not ideal, but it is a safe, warm place for our downtown neighbors who have 
nowhere else to go on nights when the predicted temperature reaches 15 degrees or less.  There are men’s 
& women’s restrooms in the facility, and they hope to offer blankets, coffee, water, and some basic snacks 
or breakfast foods as well.  Funds are needed to operate the facility.   Organizers will also be looking for 
volunteers  to staff the center overnight for shifts from 8 pm—2 am and 2am—8am.   

Christmas Baskets:  A Woodman’s card was purchased  for Kay to shop for groceries for Christmas meal 
baskets.  We have names/requests for eight baskets that will be picked up at church or delivered by 
members of the committee at this time. 

Our regular donations were also made to Ephrem & Starfish Kids 

Kay delivered 105 Christmas shoe boxes to the drop off at Peace church (also a few people brought theirs 
directly) , along with a check for shipping of up to 112 boxes.  A special thank you to new member 
Carolyn Daniel  who filled 20 shoe boxes! 

With Pastor Dan’s help, we have chosen a Bible verse that we feel represents our committee and what it 
does.  We plan to include this on correspondence when we mail out our donations. 

Matthew 28: 18-20 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Please be sure to check out the Mission bulletin board currently hanging over the ice machine.  We are 
now regularly updating the board to share information and correspondence we receive. 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Just place your 
requests/suggestions in the Mission mailbox (in the church office), the Idea/Question box in the hallway, 
drop off in the Church Office, or contact a Mission Committee member. 
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Pastor David officiated at the following funerals: 

Jeanne Farmer:  December 6 

Donna Phelps: December 16 



Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701      Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 

Pastor David Irgens: prirgens@saving-gracechurch.com  
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Julie Atkinson, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: mcorlett2013@gmail.com  

Beth Joosten, Music Director: music@saving-gracechurch.com 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com                   www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC 

YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

1 
New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 
No evening Worship 

2 3 
12 pm 3S 
 

4 
7:30 am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
3 pm Worship 

5  
8:30 & 10:00 
        Worship 
9:30 Fellowship, 
    Sunday School, 
        Bible Study 
 

6 
1 pm Crafters 
5:30 Mission 
 

7 
10 am Staff Meeting 

7 pm Dartball 

8 
2:30 pm  Lake  
       Hallie Worship 
5 pm Confirmation  
                               Meal 
5:30 pm   Confirmation  
6:15 Worship 

9 10 
12 pm 3S 

11 
7:30 am Men’s  
  Breakfast 

3 pm Worship 

 

12               
8:30 & 10:00 
        Worship 
9:30 Fellowship, 
    Sunday School, 
        Bible Study 
11 am Illumin8 

13 
1 pm Crafters 
4:30 pm Management 
5 pm Discipleship 

14 
1:30 pm Reading Club 

5 pm Worship & 
Music 

15 
5 pm Confirmation  
                               Meal 
5:30 pm   Confirmation  
6:15 Worship 
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17 
12 pm 3S 
5-7:30 pm 
Parent’s Night  
                    Out 

18 
7:30 am Men’s  
  Breakfast 
10 am 
Extraordinary 
Women Event 

3 pm Worship 

19 
8:30 & 10:00 
        Worship 
9:30 Fellowship, 
    Sunday School, 
        Bible Study 
10:30 Education 
Committee 

20 
1 pm Crafters 
6 pm Executive Board 

21 
10 am Staff Meeting 

7 pm Dartball 

22 
2:30 pm  Lake  
       Hallie Worship 
5 pm Confirmation  
                               Meal 
5:30 pm   Confirmation  
6:15 Worship 

23 
9:30 am   
      Oakwood 
         Worship 

24 
12 pm 3S 
 

25 
7:30 am Men’s  
  Breakfast 
 

3 pm Worship 

26 

8:30 & 10:00 

        Worship 
9:30 Fellowship, 
    Sunday School, 
        Bible Study 

27 
1 pm Crafters 

 

 

28 
10 am Staff Meeting 

6 pm Church Council 

29 
5 pm Confirmation  
                               Meal 
5:30 pm   Confirmation  
6:15 Worship 

30 
9:30 am   
      Oakwood 
         Worship 

 
 

31 
12 pm 3S 

 
 

 

Calendar is subject to change.  Please refer to your weekly bulletin announcements for updates. 
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