
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

 
Friday, November 27 

Hymn Devotion:  Prepare the Royal Highway 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 13: 24-37 

History:  Sweden is responsible for one of Christianty’s favorite Advent carols: “Prepare the Royal Highway.” 

Franz Michael Franzén, who was born in Finland in 1772, became a priest in Stockholm and was ultimately 

consecrated as a bishop in 1841; he died in Härnösand, Sweden in 1847 after a life of prolific poetry and hymn 

writing. Set to an old Swedish folk melody that dates around 1560, the tune first appeared in Swenska 

Psalmboken, a hymnal published in Stockholm in 1697.  Franzén’s lyrics were put to this tune of “Bereden väg 

för herran” (Prepare the way for the king, or prepare the royal highway) in the 1812 edition which created the 

beloved carol we sing today. It has been published in hymnals all over the Christian world and has been 

performed by countless choirs and instrumental groups of all kinds.  

Devotion: This song is generally sung in Advent as we make preparations for the birth of our King.  However, if 

you look further at the lyrics of this hymn, it points us to Holy Week and Christ’s reason for coming. In our 

Gospel reading from Mark 13, we are told to be prepared.  “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 

the time will come.” (v. 33) When you know someone is coming to visit, do you prepare?  What if you do not 

know when they are coming? How would you prepare?  The scripture continues with these words:  34It is like 

a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” v. 34-37) How 

then do we prepare?  Be awake in Christ Jesus! We need to live our lives according to His will and serve Him in 

all our ways.  We prepare our thoughts and minds for His coming by believing in and following Him as our Lord 

and Savior.  It is important to remember, though, that Christ did not come to be our earthly king as many 

people thought on Palm Sunday.  Instead, He came to save the entire human race and to be our eternal King. 

So throughout this Advent and Christmas season, while we are focusing on the birth of Christ and preparing 

for His coming, remember the reason He came: to suffer and die for us and for our salvation. Therefore, we 

must also be prepared for His second coming when we experience eternal life Him in all His glory. 

 

Prepare the royal highway; 

The King of kings is near! 

Let every hill and valley 

A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

Foretold in sacred story; 

 

Chorus 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

For he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

 



God’s people, see him coming: 

Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you! (Chorus) 

 

Then fling the gates wide open 

To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet every nation 

Its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; 

Their voices join your singing: (Chorus) 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

It comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

For kindness to abounding: (Chorus) 

 

PRAYER:  Heavenly Father. We thank you, Lord, for sending Your beloved Son to save us from sin and give us 

eternal life with You.  As we anticipate the birth of Jesus during this Advent season, remind us to not only 

celebrate His coming as a baby, but tune our hearts and minds on the reason He came.  Help fix our hearts and 

minds in such a way that we focus on the purpose for Jesus’ birth not just during the Advent and Christmas 

season but through our words and deeds in our everyday life. In doing so, we can be truly prepared for the 

coming of Christ.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 
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