
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 
Friday, August 14 

 

Hymn of the Day Devotional - Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 15:21-28 

 

The gospel reading for this week focuses on the faith of a Canaanite woman who pleaded with Jesus to heal 

her daughter.  In the passage that immediately precedes this story, Jesus responds to challenges from the 

scribes and Pharisees by reexamining the boundaries of clean and unclean. In 15:18, Jesus proclaims that 

what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and what comes out of the heart determines what 

makes one clean. What comes out of the Canaanite woman’s heart is faith -- certainty that Jesus has power 

enough for Israel and power enough to save her non-Israelite daughter. Through her faith and trust in Jesus, 

her comfort and assurance is found.  

 

The hymn, Jesus, Priceless Treasure, was written by Johann Franck (1618-1677). Not only was Franck a 

lawyer, but was a prolific poet who composed over 110 hymns. Franck was born the same year the 30 Years 

War began and lived several decades after. He knew from firsthand experiences and observation about 

dealing with various kinds of deprivation, unnatural loss of lives, property and possessions, and premature 

death for many. His writing expressed his own suffering and how relying on faith and trust in Jesus can give 

assurance and comfort during difficult and trying times. This hymn can express the same comfort the 

Canaanite woman and all of us find in Jesus when we put our faith in trust in Him.  He is truly our “priceless 

treasure”... “purest pleasure”... “truest friend to me.”   

 

Vs. 1  

Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Source of purest pleasure, 

Truest friend to me: 

Ah, how long I've panted, 

And my heart has fainted, 

Thirsting, Lord, for thee! 

Thine I am, O spotless Lamb; 

I will suffer nought to hide thee, 

Nought I ask beside thee. 

 

Vs 2  

In thine arm I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 

Cannot reach me here. 

Though the earth be shaking, 

Ev'ry heart be quaking, 

Jesus calms my fear. 

Sin and hell in conflict fell 

With their bitter storms assail me, 

Jesus will not fail me. 

 

 

 



Vs 3.  

Hence, all fears and sadness, 

For the Lord of gladness, 

Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

Still have peace within. 

Yea, whate'er I here must bear, 

Still in thee lies purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus.  We thank you for your everlasting love and compassion.  When we face challenges and 

hardships, help us to keep our heart and mind set on you, knowing you will provide for our every need.  “Yea, 

whate’er I here must bear, still in thee lies purest pleasure,”  Jesus, you are truly our “priceless treasure”!  In 

Your Heavenly Name we pray, Amen  

 

Sources: 

Commentary (Carla Works)  https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2145 

Hymn of the Day Devotional (Donald Rotermund) https://www.cuchicago.edu/globalassets/www-

new/documents-and-images/academics/centers-of-excellence/center-for-church-music/devotions/hymn-of-the-

day-devotion---proper-10-series-b.pdf 

Hymnary.org 
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