
“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ 

known to all as the one true Savior; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Dedication of our new church home 
Saving grace Lutheran church 

3735 Jeffers Road 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 

 
Saturday and Sunday Services 

Traditional Service February 18, 2023 at 3 p.m. 
Dedication Service February 19, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. 
Dedication Service February 19, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

Fellowship after each Sunday Service 
(No Sunday School and no Parking Lot Service) 

 
 

 

Our Journey  
A newsletter for members and friends of Saving Grace Lutheran Church 
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from the Desk of Pastor David 

 

28Regard your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your 

servant prays to you today; 29that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place 

of which you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays 

toward this place. 30Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this 

place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.   (1 Kings 8:28-30) 

 

A largely unknown Franz Mohr once claimed, “I play [the piano] more in Carnegie Hall than 

anybody else, but I have no audience.” Mohr, was the Chief Technician for the world-famous 

piano makers, Steinway & Sons. His boss, Henry Steinway, once said, “To understand Franz, 

one must understand … that his Christian faith is at the core of his being and affects everything 

he says and does.” Mohr claims that he loved being a “faithful plodder” who strove, in the words 

of Jesus, to be “faithful in little things.” 

 

Solomon called together the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes and brought up the 

arch of the covenant from Zion to the New Temple in Jerusalem. It was the dedication of the 

house of the Lord, the temple. He asks that God would look day and night upon the house that 

was built for Him. God said “His name shall be there” and he will hear our plea when we sin that 

we may know his forgiveness. All of this was so that the people of the earth may know that “the 

Lord is God, there is no other.” (1 Kings 8:60) This is still the same today. 

 

We are in our new home Saving Grace Lutheran Church. Pastor Rolf said in the Dedication 

Service on December 18, 2022 that we are “Leftovers.” We are the remnant called out to follow 

Him. It has been an adventure over the last 10 years and we have been blessed in so many ways. 

When we didn’t have anything, He called us to have faith in Him. We found that we were blessed 

beyond anything we could have ever imagined. That doesn’t mean that we are to take center 

stage. It means we are called to be faithful to Christ who is always faithful to us. We come into 

His presence with a broken contrite heart, (Psalm 51:17) knowing our sins, where we have failed 

and seeking His forgiveness. Jesus Christ has restored our relationship with God, but what people 

see is “Leftovers” who realize it isn’t about them it’s all about what God has done. 

 

This is “The Year of Firsts” in our New Home. We had our first Worship Service on January 14th 

and will have our first Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 12, The Dedication Service on 

Sunday, February 19. Then there will be baptisms, First Communions, Weddings and Funerals. 

The center of the focus will be to keep Christ first in all that we do that others might see and 

believe. Even if we are called to be “faithful in the little things.” He has so much more to teach us. 

 



God bless You and keep you, as He leads us as our Shepherd, 

In Christ Jesus our Lord, 

 

Pastor David Irgens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus says, “Follow me.” How are we to be his disciples in the world. It will be an exciting new year. God is always 

faithful and “His steadfast love endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A counselor was asked to help a person who had attempted suicide. What this person did actually should have 

killed him, but miraculously he was left alive. This person was still hurting and needed additional care to get back 

on his feet again after such a traumatic and overwhelming emotional experience.  

As the counselor was working with this young man, they discovered a deep insight that reframed the way the 

counselee looked at his life. This happened in the tenth session that they had together in counseling. It took a long 

time, but a discovery like that would be well worth it.  

Years later, this counselor ran into this man he had worked with to overcome his depression. They were happy to 

reconnect and the man thanked his counselor for the care he provided. The counselor got to ask the man, “What 

was it that you found most helpful during our time together?” The man responded, “It was that half hour you sat 

on the grass with me and my friend and just chatted.” And the counselor was upset, “Don’t you recall that life-

changing insight I came up with in the tenth session of therapy?”  

“Uh, no, I don’t. Can you refresh me?”  

Larry Crabb was that counselor and here’s how he reflected on that moment: “I believe that the work we did in 

therapy was important. But, I also believe that the time I most clearly led with my heart rather than my head was 

the time of greatest power.” (Connecting, Larry Crabb) Have you ever wondered, “What can I offer to this person 

who is hurting so deeply?” Or have you ever been frustrated wondering, “Why can’t my children understand how 

to get this right? I tell them what’s right and they refuse to follow through.” Or maybe we think, “If I just listen 

and offer a safe space for them to talk and share their experiences, then they will grow for the better.” But, often 

they remain the same or sometimes their behavior gets worse. 

Larry Crabb learned that what was most influential in the life of a person he was counseling was not anything 

they accomplished in a counseling session. The most influential moment was when he spotted him with a friend 

in a park and asked, “Could I sit with you for a while?” A simple act of friendship unleashed a lasting spring of 

healing power within this hurting soul.  

Is it possible for us to unleash this kind of power in the relationships we have? Can we really foster relationships 

that transform the lives of those around us?  

A counselor was humbled by the power of a simple, normal conversation. We too will be surprised how God will 

use a willing heart and a simple expression of kindness to transform the lives of those around us. We will take a 

look at God’s Word next month, but I’ll assure you of this. We have been reconciled with God, reconnected to 

our Heavenly Father. He wants to be reconnected with anyone and everyone we might meet.  

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

 

 

 



Music Notes 

Submitted by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

Praise the Lord. Praise God in his holy temple. Praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his powerful acts. 
Praise him because he is greater than anything else. Praise him by blowing trumpets. Praise him with harps and 
lyres. Praise him with tambourines and dancing. Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes. Praise him with 
clashing cymbals. Praise him with clanging cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the 
Lord. - Psalm 150 

We have so many reasons to sing our praises to God!! What an exciting time as we move 

into the new church!! And what a GREAT time to consider getting involved in our 

wonderful music ministry!! Please consider any of the ways below!! 

New Piano!! We are so excited to be 
purchasing a new piano for the new church!! 

We have found a refurbished Yamaha C3 
grand piano at Neff Piano in Eau Claire.  Cost 
is approximately $20,000. This beautiful piano 
will serve our church so well, and we raised 
$7,500 only $2,500 and they will move it to 

Saving Grace.  If you would like to contribute 
to donate towards the purchase of this 

instrument, we have set up a piano fund at 
church.  Please indicate “piano fund” on any 
contributions.  Thank you so much for your 

support of the music ministry.   

 

Special Music for Worship:   

Any type of music (instrumental and vocal) greatly 

appreciated.  Contact: Beth Joosen, Music Director: 

sglcmusic@gmail.com 

 

 

Choir:  Please consider joining this wonderful group!. 

New members always welcome!! Contact Hannah 
DeYoung, Choir Director:  715-574-7882 

 

 

 

Choir:  Please consider joining this 
wonderful group!. New members always 

welcome!! Contact Hannah DeYoung, 



Sunday, February 19, 2023 @ 9:30 am 

 

 

First Communion Classes begin March 5, 2023 
Attention fourth grade parents: First Communion classes begin March 5th 

during the Sunday School hour.   Information will be sent to families in February. 

 

Family & Youth Group 

Skating and Sledding 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 

1-3 pm 

Pinehurst Park, 3523 Delbert Rd 



Saving Grace Lutheran Church Mission Outreach Committee 

Sharing God’s Gifts 

In January, monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Ephrem, Jesus Fit, Halos of St Croix 

Valley, Chalice of Mercy, (Walmart Scrip Cards), Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

Thank you notes were received from: Agape, Samaritan’s Purse, and Rescued and 

Redeemed. 

 

  

 

 

 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Missions from our congregation members.  Call or email one of our 

Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

Jesus Fit 
Mission and Vision 

We empower followers of Jesus to pursue spiritual fitness. 
Our vision is to see people thrive spiritually, Monday-Saturday 

halos of St Croix Valley 

Love ~ Support ~ Advocate 

Mission:  To provide emotional and financial support 

to bereaved parents who have lost a child from 

miscarriage through Age 29 and reside in Minnesota 

or Wisconsin 

No Child Will Be Forgotten 

Helping our Homeless Community 
Hygiene Kit Collection 

Saturday, January 21-Sunday, February 19 

We will provide the plastic bags and a list of products. They will be in a basket 

in the Narthex. Please follow the list (new items).  Return the bags to the 

church.  We understand getting out and shopping isn’t for everyone, and we’ve 

been asked if a donation could be made? The answer is YES, you can make a 

donation of $10, (average cost to fill the bag), and we will do the shopping for 

you. Please put your donation in an envelope marked “Mission Outreach”, and 

send to Saving Grace Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 1153, Eau Claire, WI 54703, 

or drop off at the Office at 3735 Jeffers Rd.  

Prayers are also welcome for our project and the people receiving them. 

Thank you, Mission Outreach 

 

 

mailto:office@saving-gracechurch.com


 

Class starting on February 1st, Meeting on Wednesdays from 1-3 p.m.  

“But we do not want you to be uninformed about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve 

as others do who have no hope.” – 1 Thessalonians 4: 13 

This verse tells us at least two important things about grief. First, even Christians grieve and 

mourn the loss of their loved ones. It is truly one of the worst things that can happen in life. 

Second, we have a sure and certain hope that there is life after death in Jesus Christ. It is our 

greatest comfort in death.  

 Now, grief doesn’t happen just because we don’t know enough, or we haven’t prayed 

enough, or not enough time has passed. Grief happens because we’ve lost a person we’ve loved. 

If we only try to hide our grief or get out of grieving by shoving it aside, then we will never heal. 

Instead, we have to go through grief in order to heal. There’s no getting around it.  

 That’s why we are bringing another opportunity for you to experience GriefShare. It’s a 

helpful study that provides some of the best information on grief. The discussions give people an 

opportunity to get to know others in the congregation. The workbook gives people a way to 

reflect on God’s Word throughout the week so that we can be challenged and comforted in our 

healing process. Know that you are always welcome to join a class at any time. 

Feel free to ask me any questions you might have.  Pastor Dan 

 

 

 
2023 Women’s Retreat 
     Save the date:  
         Saturday, April 22, 2023 
     Registration begins in February 

Do you enjoy fellowship? 

 
Fellowship is a great time for our church family to 
socialize and catch up on our fellow members.  Help is 
needed to continue.  We need treats weekly and also a 
few more groups to help with the set/up and clean/up.   
 
If you love to bake, it’s a great way to share your goodies 
with others.  Cheese and fruit are also enjoyed during this 
time.  If you can help with providing some treats during 
the year and haven’t signed up already, please contact  
Patti Dundas 715 832-1407 or the church office and your 
name will be added.  
 
The setup/cleanup is set up on a monthly group basis to 
help in the continuity of the fellowship hour.  Don’t be 
afraid of it. Form a group of friends or friends.  A list of 
those willing to provide treats is provided and a few 
phone calls will be needed to be made then.  The setup 
and cleanup will be explained on the first week worked to 
help a new group out. It is a great time to get together 
while working with others. 
 
Please consider helping to keep this event going in our 
exciting new building.  Any questions? Just call Patti or 
Pam 715 579-8095 or leave a message at the office.  
 



 

 

Capital Campaign balance as of  
December 31, 2022: $340,891 
(Paid Construction Expenses:  3,120,382 
Mortgage Loan: $1,942,134 
 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  
needed and appreciated! 

2022 General Operating as of 
December 31st: 

Donations: $500,782 

Expenses:   $493,054 

Income: ($)7,728 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in honor of 
someone will be printed on a monthly basis in the newsletter. 
Your gifts in times of celebration or remembrance are always 
important and very much appreciated. 

Capital Campaign 

In Memory of Joanne Horan Parkhurst:  Rick Dailey 
& Paula Harms 

 

In Memory of my sweet Husband, Roger Casper:  
Ruth Casper 

 

In Memory of Anstice Cappelle:  Anonymous 

 

In Memory of James Arne Nestigen, (Pastor Rolf’s 
brother), Kevin & Nancy Balash and Allen & Ruth 
Hofland 

 

In Memory of Joanne Miles:  Brenda Marlow 

 

A gift to Capital Campaign:  John & Diane Ryberg 

 

TV Ministry 

In Memory of Anstice Cappelle:  Barbara Arnold 

 

 

Piano Fund 

In Memory of Rod Anderson and In Honor of Jan 
Anderson:  The Joosten Family 

 

In Memory of Rod Anderson:  Janice Anderson 

 

In Memory of Garrett Markin, (Patty’s Son), by 
Paul & Patty Dundas 

 

In Memory of Joanne Horan by LaMoine Parkhurst 

 

Donation to the Piano Fund:  John & Carole Mieske 

 

Legacy  

In Honor of James & Nancy Sparks by Richard & 
Nancy Sparks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lent 2023 

Welcome to Apprenticeship! 
We may not realize that we are in Apprenticeship with Christ. He is there to lead us and guide us 

throughout life. 

What’s that look like? How have our Identity’s changed in Christ Jesus? How does it change the 

way we look at the world? Lent is a time to reflect on who we are in Christ. Shouldn’t what we 

believe make a difference in our lives? What’s it matter? Here’s what we’ll be covering during 

our Wednesday Worship Services and Discussions: 

February 22 Deny yourself    March 15 Offended 

March 1 Risky Love    March 22 Distracted 

March 8 What’s His Name?   March 29 Impressed 

 

Apprenticeship is what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. We are apprentices to the 

Master! He has told us to pick up his cross and follow him and we will rediscover how this 

shapes our lives for the sake of our neighbors during Lent. 

Here’s the Schedule: 

 

February 22 Ash Wednesday 

12:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service 

12:45 (no meal) 

________________ 

5:00 (no Dinner) 

6:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays during Lent 

12:00 pm Worship 

12:45 pm Soup Lunch 

1:30 pm Apprenticeship in Christ 

Discussion 

  (Disciples of the Cross) 

_________________________ 

5:00 pm Dinner 

6:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer 

7:00 pm Apprenticeship in Christ Discussion 

  (Disciples of the Cross)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Balash:  Pesident 
Michelle Otto: Vice President 

Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Michelle Volz: Secretary 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, 
 Ruth Hofland, Lund, Mary Schneider, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
3735 Jeffers Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54701/3735 Jeffers Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54703 

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com 

Kathy Jaenke, Office Manager: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
Hannah DeYoung, Choir Director 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Website: www.saving-gracechurch.co  www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC       

  

Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional (in-person only) 
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional In-person & Livestream  

                          10:00 am Contemporary In-person & Livestream 

                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 

                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

mailto:sglcmusic@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC

