
February 2022                             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A newsletter for members & friends of 
Saving Grace Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 
 

The 2022 SGLC Annual Meeting will be: 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 

12:30 pm 
 

“Established in the Holy Scriptures, our mission is to make Jesus Christ known to all  

as the one true Savior; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

 

And the winners are… 
Siding: Natural Clay (with Accent Trim) 

Stone: Colorado Canyon Stack 
Shingles: Sand Dune 

 



 

35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” (Luke 6:35-38) 

The priorities of this world are different from the life that Christ has called us to live. Everything that Jesus says 
above seems foreign to our very nature. love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return? Isn’t life 
about protecting yourself from people who take advantage of you? Getting everything that we want out of life 
without letting others infringe on our rights? Let alone if you lend to someone, you should expect to get your money 
back and if you can make a profit isn’t that even better? 
 
Jesus flips the priorities of this world on its head. Our reward isn’t in a better life here on earth, although we will 
have more joy if we aren’t a slave to what we have, it’s about realizing that we are children of the Most High, of God 
Himself, our Heavenly Father, in service to Him through the Holy Spirit in our lives and redeemed and forgiven 
through Jesus Christ our Savior’s death on the cross for our sins. When in faith (through the Holy Spirit) we take God 
at His word and believe in Jesus Christ, we are freed from the restraints and worries of this world to live our lives in 
Christ. “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10b) What Christ has don and is doing in 
our lives is the opposite of what the world desires. “The thief comes only to steal kill and destroy.” (John 10:10a) 
Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will 
it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?” 
(Matthew 16:24-26)  
 
Christ calls us to deny ourselves take up our cross and follow Him. Dr. Thomas C. Reeves, a Professor Emeritus from 
the University of Wisconsin Parkside wrote, “Christianity in modern America is, in large part, innocuous. It tends to 
be easy, upbeat, convenient, and compatible. It does not require self-sacrifice, discipline, humility, an otherworldly 
outlook, a zeal for souls, a fear as well as love of God.” (Dr. Thomas C Reeves) The cross of Christ changes us. It 
changes the way we look at the world and as children of God. Christ has called us into His presence that we might be 
changed. “And all of us with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 
Corinthians 3:18). So, we see the reflection of who God is in Jesus Christ. We are “transformed by the renewing of 
our minds.” (Romans 12:1, 2) Yes it is, “by grace that we have been saved through faith, and this is not of our own 
doing; it is the gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8) We look to Jesus 
Christ the author of our faith to transform us into His image.  
 
This Lent our theme is called: “Living A Life of Sacrifice?” We’ll look at how Christ has called us to life a life 
abundantly in Christ with a different standard than the world provides. Where we find peace, hope and support in 
this world? What are we called to do? How is it different from the “innocuous easy, upbeat, convenient, self-help 
message modern Christianity has adopted? “When Christ calls a man or woman, He bids him come and die.” 
(Deitrich Bonhoeffer) It's in Christ that we find hope! 
 
In Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Pastor David Irgens 
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16 Do not be deceived, my beloved. 17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.   
James 1:16-17 
 
 It was just a few months ago that I was thinking about change and how often our lives are shaken 
up by unexpected events and unforeseen circumstances. Now as we rapidly come to the second month of 
the year, life is still constantly changing.  

 That’s why I am comforted by this passage from James. God doesn’t change. God is reliable. He 
isn’t fickle and since “he never slumbers” we never have to worry about him waking up on the wrong side 
of the bed one morning. When everything else is changing around us, we can turn to our Heavenly Father 
who is always creating good things in our lives.  

 James seems to be thinking of creation and the beginning narrative we find in Genesis as he writes 
to Christians to encourage them in their suffering. He gives God the very fitting name, “the Father of 
lights.” He is the one who created all of the lights, big and small. He provided the sun for the daytime and 
the moon and the stars by night. He continues to shine light in our lives when we think there is only 
darkness. And the connections to Genesis continue. If we read a few verses earlier, James is talking about 
the suffering that these people are going through. Whenever we are suffering, there are two paths laid 
out before us.  

 We can remain steadfast and rely on God through every circumstance or we can give in to our own 
broken desires. “14 But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and enticed by it; 15 then, when 
that desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death,” 
(James 1:14-15). Here we might remember what happened with Cain and Abel back in Genesis. Abel 
pleased God with his worship and Cain was disciplined by God. Cain was disappointed and something 
began to tempt his heart. God confronted Cain about this, “6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, 
and why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do 
well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it,” (Genesis 4:6-7).  

 We know that Cain did not master this sin that desired to have the throne of his heart, instead, he 
murdered his brother Abel because of his jealousy. We can understand why James takes our sinful desires 
so seriously. Often, when we face change, difficulties arise and challenges present themselves. But, as we 
navigate conflict, we can remember that life is constantly changing, but our God, who is always faithful, 
will never change. We can trust that he is working in our lives to provide “every good and perfect gift,” 
even in the midst of trials and change. 

Every Blessing in the Lord, 

Pastor Dan  
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                                 Music “Notes” - by Beth Joosten, Music Director 

 
CHURCH CHOIR BEGINS FEBRUARY 2 at 7:00 P.M. 

PLEASE JOIN US!! 
 

What is church choir?? As I read various blogs online, it was obvious how vital the choir’s ministry is to 
the church. Phil Nitz of Christ Church Nashville states this as one reason the choir is vital to the life of any 

church: 
“The choir is an opportunity for involvement. A church’s ministry is only as effective as the people in its 

congregation who choose to get involved. Small groups, outreach teams, and the arts have provided 
great opportunities for congregants to sow into the life of their church’s ministry, and the choir falls 
under all three of those categories. I’ve often heard the choir referred to as “the church within the 

church.” When you join a choir, you’re not just singing notes together, you’re doing life and ministry 
together.” 
  

We hope you will prayerfully consider joining choir.  We would love to have more people sharing in this 
wonderful ministry!! You do not need to read music, just enjoy singing and “making a joyful noise to the 

Lord” Ps. 100:1. 
  

**MEET OUR NEW CHOIR DIRECTOR** 
  

 
 

Hannah DeYoung - Choir Director 
As a soon-to-be graduate of the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire’s Choral Music Education Program, 
Hannah DeYoung is excited to begin a new position here as the Adult Church Choir Director! Hannah is 

originally from Wausau but loves traveling around the Wisconsin area making music and spreading her love 
of Christ to those around her. As a music educator, she strives to continuously develop a deep connection 
between music and people. She is passionate about building relationships and chooses music to be her 

medium to do so. Outside of music, she enjoys baking, crocheting, and practicing her green thumb abilities. 
She is looking forward to meeting everyone here at Saving Grace!   

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation! - Psalm 95:1 
 

Special Music Thank You - Thank you to Richard Kokemoor for sharing his vocal solo at worship services 
on Feb. 15 and 16.  We are so grateful to you for blessing us with your musical talent!! If you would like to 
share your talent at any of our services, please contact Beth at sglcmusic@gmail.com or 715-205-0821.  
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                             ALTAR FLOWERS 
 
You may purchase Altar Flowers in honor or 
memory of a special person or occasion.  The 
bouquets are $15 each, and can be brought 
home after the 10:00 Sunday Worship.  The 
sign-up book is on the table in the Narthex.  Be 
sure to sign up one week in advance to insure 
mention in the church announcements.  

Please memo “Altar Flowers” on your check. 
 

       
 

Thank you to all who reached out and showed 
interest in a Women’s Retreat. We’re looking for 

planners and leaders.   
Contact Jamie Doran or Melissa Corlett 

if you’re interested in helping with a weekend 
retreat.   

                Isaiah Small Group 
Pastor Dan and Jamie will be leading the 
study on the book of Isaiah at a new night 
and time - 6:30 pm Thursdays! 

pastordansglc@gmail.com 
 

Craft Ladies will return to meeting at 
church on Monday, February 14th! 

 
Sunday, February 20th 
11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 



 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                

 

                                              
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

      

 

        

 

Confirmation 
class will be online 
on Feb 2. We’ll be 
back in person on 
February 9,16 and 

23! 
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Thank you for your patience  
while we needed to temporarily 
postpone in-person activities.  
The Executive Committee made the 
decision to suspend in-person worship 
and temporarily close the church office 
while we’re short staffed due to 
illnesses and quarantine. Thankfully, 
those who were ill have recovered and 
we have returned to our normal office 
hours and worship schedule.   
 
 

 
Sunday School resumes (in-person) on 

February 13th @ 9:30!  Just in time to party!! 
We’ll return to the classroom with games, 

music with Ayla, and yummy treats! ' 

Ukulele Club will be back, too!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that you can setup your 
giving to be deducted electronically?  

Visit the church website to set up recurring 
withdrawals or make a one-time donation. 

www.saving-gracechurch.com   
Your support of our ministries is greatly 

appreciated! 
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Thank You for Your Gifts 

Donations made to the church in memory of or in 
honor of someone will be printed on a monthly basis 
in the newsletter. Your gifts in times of celebration 
or remembrance are always important and very 
much appreciated. 
 
 

General Operating Fund 
In Memory of Vernon Mertinke: Beverly Riedi 
In Memory of Ray & Borg Morley: Mr. & Mrs. Jerald 
Joanis 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Allan & Ruth Hofland 
 

Television Fund 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Margaret Crandall, Jean 
Parkhurst 
 

Capital Campaign 
In Memory of Jan Isaacson: Mike & Jane Brown, Bob 
& Bee Frazee, Sharon Risberg 
In Memory of Loren Nelson: Tom & Jayne Fleming  
 

 

Capital Campaign Giving as of  
November 30th: $65,775 

(Paid Construction Expenses: $601,771) 
Thank you to all who are supporting the   
future of our church – your donations are  

needed and appreciated! 

2021 General Operating as of 
November 30th: 

Donations: $400,103 
  Expenses: $464,709 

Deficit: ($64,606) 
December Script: $15,000 
Total Challenge: ($49,606) 

Know Your Accounts! 
Or where should I give to Saving Grace Lutheran Church? 
General Operating Account (your regular giving 
envelope):  Pays for all budgeted items like the lease 
payment, staff salaries, music, TV Broadcast, software, 
etc. – everything that makes your church run smoothly.  
Note – 10% of this giving is “tithed” to Mission giving, 
which includes our TV broadcast. 
 
Legacy Account:  Used for special, non-budgeted items 
or as a “back-up” for General Operating if needed. 
 
Capital Campaign Fund:  Used for all expenses related to 
the building of our new church. 
 
Dedicated Accounts:  These include funds specified for 
special categories of interest (i.e., Sunday School, Coffee 
Fund, or Mission).  These are great – but may not be 
needed at the time and limit us as to where they can be 
spent. 
 



 
 

 Saving Grace Church Mission Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, cards were received from: Habitat for Humanity, Wellness Shack, Compassion International and 
Samaritan’s Purse 
 

In January monthly gifts went to: Starfish Kids, Spirit of Christmas of the Chippewa County (scrip cards were 
given to get a head start on this year’s shopping), Eau Claire County Veteran Services (to help Eau Claire County 
Veterans with their winter heat bills) and Wreaths Across America  
 

 
 
To help out homeless groups in the Chippewa Valley, we will be collecting men’s and women’s belts from 
February 12th through March 6th.  We are also collecting Scrip Cards: Subway $10, McDonalds $10, Kwik Trip $25, 
and Walmart $25. There will be a collection bucket in the Narthex (during services) for the cards. *Remember 
buying Scrip helps out the Church, too.* 
 
 

We are always open to ideas and suggestions for Mission from our congregation members.  Call or email one of 
our Mission Committee members or office@saving-gracechurch.com to pass along your suggestions. 

   
A reminder that our Answered Prayer Fund is set up for members only who have a special need.  

Contact Pastor David or Pastor Dan if you need help - they will keep everything confidential. 
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Articles for the March newsletter are due 
to the Melissa via email  

savinggraceeducation@gmail.com or 
“snail mail” by February 21. 

 
33 wreaths were sponsored by 

Saving Grace Lutheran church for 
military graves at the Northern 
Wisconsin Veteran Memorial in 

Spooner, WI on December 17, 2022 



 

Building Progress 

 

           

 
              
 
 

Do you have pictures of the building progress that we can share on the church 
website or social media? If so, please contact Michelle Volz or Melissa Corlett.   
Thank you! 
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Great job Saving Grace!! 
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American League 2022-2023 Season 

Team Wins Losses 
Win 

Percentage 

North 
Presbyterian 12 6 0.667 

Bethesda 
Blue 11 7 0.611 

Chapel 
Heights 10 8 0.556 

Truax 9 9 0.500 

Calvary 9 9 0.500 

OR Badgers 6 12 0.333 

OR Huskies 6 12 0.333 

 
 

National League 2022-2023 Season 

Team Wins Losses 
Win 

Percentage 

Saving 
Grace 

20 10 0.667 

Rock 
Creek 

19 11 0.633 

PB & J 17 13 0.567 

Bethesda 
Gold 

14 16 0.467 

St. Mark 11 19 0.367 

Plymouth 9 21 0.300  
 

League standings through January. 

 

March 19, 2022 
4pm – 7pm 

 

The Fundraising Committee is looking for 
volunteers to help with a Mardi Gras 
event at Saving Grace on March 19th.  

 
Volunteers are needed for: 

*Set-up and take-down 
*Acts/Entertainment 

*Food and Beverage (Donations, preparation, & 
serving) 

*Run Booths (Crafts, Face Painting & More) 
 

If interested please email 
sglcfrcomittee@gmail.com 

 



               

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
2124 Eastridge Center, Eau Claire, WI 54701       

Office Phone: 715-514-3552, Emergency Cell: 715-797-1020 
 

Pastor David Irgens: ibn1irgs@yahoo.com 
Associate Pastor Dan Doran:  pastordansglc@gmail.com  

Office Email: office@saving-gracechurch.com 
Melissa Corlett, Education Director: savinggraceeducation@gmail.com 

 Beth Joosten, Music Director: sglcmusic@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Website: www.saving-gracechurch.com        www.facebook.com/Saving-Grace-LCMC      YouTube Channel – Saving Grace 
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Saturday:      3:00 pm Traditional  
 

Sunday:         8:30 am Traditional Livestream & in-person 
                            9:30 am Education 
                          10:00 am Contemporary Livestream & in-person 
                           10:00 am TV Broadcast on WQOW channel 18 
                          11:30 am Parking Lot Worship (behind the church) 

 
Kevin Balash:  President 

Michelle Otto: Vice President 
Jeff Wachter: Treasurer 
Patty Dundas: Secretary 

 

Council Members: David Cunningham, Steven Dusick, Cindy Joy Fischer, Wilson Lund, Dani 
Volz, Laura Wright 

Please consult your Church Directory for contact information. 
 


