
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday September 7 

Listen 

Psalm 103:10-11 

10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
            

These are words that we need to hear again, and again, and again. These are words that totally characterize 
our relationship with God. The Israelites could see this clearly as they looked back at how God treated them 
throughout history. In this psalm, they remember God’s history with Moses and the people of Israel. Before 
the Jewish people had the law, God saved them out of slavery in Egypt. Before the Jewish people had a place 
where they could worship, before they even knew how to dress their Priests, before they had the ten 
commandments, before they knew how to worship, God acted on their behalf. He didn’t choose them because 
they were the best nation he could find. He chose them out of his great love for them. And this is what he 
does for us. Before we knew anything about how to act right, God saved us. Before we had a church to call our 
home, before we had any idea how to dress ourselves, before we knew the difference between right and 
wrong, before we knew how to worship, God loved us. He doesn’t deal with us according to our sin. He deals 
with us according to his love. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Psalm 103. If it helps fill the time, answer these questions: 

How did you learn about God? 

What kinds of things has God forgiven you for? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday September 8 

Pray 

Romans 14:4 

4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Sometimes we forget the love of God and we become ashamed of ourselves. Sometimes we forget the love of 
God for our neighbor and we become a harsh judge. In our best moments, we remember that we have all 
needed the forgiveness and the mercy of God. We remember to be gracious with our friends, family, and 
neighbors because God has been so gracious to us. Paul is talking to the Romans about practical choices 
Christians are free to make and decide for themselves. He specifically brings up issues like whether one eats 
meat or only vegetables. He even talks about how one recognizes a sabbath day and another does not. In 
practical matters like these, we need to allow for our fellow Christians to make their own decisions based on a 
good conscience and a healthy fear of the Lord. Christians need to be constantly reminded that life has more 
to do with what God does than what we do after the fact. In judging a Christian in practical matters like these, 
we forget the one who saved that child. And if God is for them…then, how can we stand as their accuser? 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what God has been teaching you in the Scripture. Remember: 

God saves out of his deep love for people. 

Salvation is about what God has done, not about what we do. 

God adopts sinners as his children. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, forgive me for when I have judged your 
children that you have died for. Help me to look at others with compassion knowing that we are all in the same 
boat in life. Thank you for the love that you have shown me through Jesus Christ and help it to sink deeply into 
who you have created me to be. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday September 9 

Family Devotion Day 

Today's entry for your Bible journal is a reminder to all that we need to put our best self forward in everything 
that we do. Everything that we do exemplifies what we have learned from God. How are you an example of 
God's word? 

  
1 Timothy 4:12 

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. 
  
Activity: When writing today's verse, highlight the words "word", "conduct", "love", "spirit", "faith", and 
"purity". (You could also trace over to bold them or write them in a fancy way.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday September 10 

Study 

Genesis 50:20 

20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous 
people, as he is doing today. 

You might be familiar with the story of Joseph. He was sold into slavery by brothers who were jealous of the 
attention he got from their father. He became a slave in an Egyptian household. He rose to the position of 
overseer in the household, but was framed for indecency when he refused the offer of Potiphar’s wife to lay 
down with her. He was then thrown into the Pharaoh’s prison. He rose to a position of authority within the 
prison just like before. It was found out that he had a knack for interpreting dreams. One thing led to the next 
and he was in the Pharaoh’s court interpreting his dreams. Pharaoh had a dream that revealed a coming 
drought that would lead to a famine after a time of great abundance. Pharaoh then placed Joseph in charge of 
the project that would ensure the safety of Egypt and surrounding peoples. He would store food during the 
years of plenty and then sell food from the reserves during the famine. Who do you think came to Joseph 
when the famine came? None other than the very brothers who sold him into slavery in the first place. Once 
the brothers recognize Joseph for who he is, they are terrified, brought to tears, and lay themselves before 
Joseph asking to be his slaves. Joseph brings tears in response to their repentance and says, “Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today.” We are reminded how the book of Genesis began with God busy creating and claiming his work to be 
“good.” Now at the end of Genesis, we see God is at it again. His goodness cannot be stopped. He creates 
good out of nothing and he brings good out of evil intentions. Even the evil intentions of brothers who sell one 
of their own into slavery. This is the God we worship. A God of unstoppable goodness. 

(Want to see more of the picture? Read Genesis 49:28 – 50:26) 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you are good. All of the stuff you have created is good and the work that 
you still accomplish in the lives of so many is good. We rejoice knowing that your goodness never fails and it 
truly knows no end. There is nothing stopping you from bringing good out of any situation. Give us the 
endurance to wait on you in the midst of suffering we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, September 11 

Hymn of the Day Devotion -  I Lay My Sins on Jesus 

Holy Gospel - Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 

forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

(Matthew 18:21-22)  

This week’s hymn was written by the Scottish minister, Horatius Bonar (1808-1891).  In one of the most squalid 

parts of Edinburgh, he conducted services and Sunday school. The children did not seem to enjoy singing the 

Psalms, which were still exclusively used by the Church of Scotland at that time. Therefore, Bonar decided to 

write songs of his own. Like Luther, he chose happy tunes familiar to the children, and wrote words to fit them. 

His first two hymns were I Lay My Sins on Jesus and The Morning, the Bright and Beautiful Morning. Needless to 

say, the children sang and enjoyed them.  The melody now used for this hymn in our Lutheran Book of Worship 

is “Munich”, written by Felix Mendelssohn.  Bonar was a prolific poet and continued to write many texts for 

hymns throughout his lifetime in ministry. 

 

When someone has sinned against us, it is sometimes difficult to forgive, especially if this has happened before.  

We tend to want to keep score and hold on to how we have been wronged in the past ... and now wronged 

again.  Can you imagine how God feels when we do the same?  How often do we ask for God for forgiveness 

and then turn around and do the same thing again? We are sinful by nature and are in need of God’s abundant 

and amazing grace.  He is always ready to forgive us when we lay our sins at His feet. In order to be more Christ-

like, we need to follow His command to do the same for others. His response to forgiving others is “seventy 

times seven”.  This does not mean we need to forgive only 490 times and after that we can be done.  His words 

are telling us that forgiveness needs to be continuous.  We need to forgive others as He forgives.  These words 

are even stated in the Lord’s Prayer… “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”.  

We need to take these words to heart each time we say them.  As we lay your sins on Jesus and He forgives us, 

so must we forgive others. 

 

 I lay my sins on Jesus, 

The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us 

From the accursed load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus 

To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in his blood most precious 

Till not a spot remains. 

 

I lay my wants on Jesus; 

All fullness dwells in him; 

He heals all my diseases; 

My soul he does redeem. 



I lay my griefs on Jesus, 

My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; 

He all my sorrows shares. 

 

I rest my soul on Jesus, 

This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; 

I on his breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, 

Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes 

His name abroad is poured. 

 

Prayer:  Forgiving Lord Jesus….  “We confess we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole hearts; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.”*  We thank You for Your abundant grace You bestow upon 

us. Help us to share this grace and forgiveness with others.  In Your name we pray. Amen 

 

*Taken from Lutheran Book of Worship - Confession of Sins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday September 12 

Prepare for Worship 

Matthew 18:32-33 

32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 

When it comes to forgiveness, we often miss the mark. It’s too easy to hold a grudge. We fall into the mindset 

that everything in the world is somehow related to us. It centers around our little world. It is true the choices 

we make can affect people we never see or will ever know, but when it comes to forgiveness, we are given a 

perspective that is foreign to us. The perspective of forgiveness doesn’t start with us, it starts with The 

Kingdom of heaven. It starts with God, our Father in heaven, our Lord, Master, and a relationship with Him 

through Jesus Christ. 

When we start with the perspective of what God has done for us through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has 

forgiven us a debt that is absolutely unpayable, then we begin to understand not only His love for us, but the 

length, width, height and depth of the Father’s forgiveness He has shown us through faith in Jesus Christ. “If a 

shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 

mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over 

it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that 

one of these little ones should be lost.” (Matthew 18:12b-14) He guides us like a Shepherd the flock and when 

one goes astray, he searches for it until he finds it. Kids have a way of doing that. When they don’t know 

where their mom or dad is, they will call for them, search for them until they find them. Then they can rest, 

because they know they aren’t alone. God on the other hand, knows just where we are, but searches for us, 

even when we would have given up, when we think we’re a lost cause. He comes along side of us and reminds 

us that there is nothing He wouldn’t do for us. 

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus emphasizes that point. The slave that is forgiven his debt has been forgiven a debt 

equivalent to 200,000 years a labor. Impossible to pay back to the King. After the slave is forgiven, he sees a 

fellow slave who owes him four months of daily wages. Yet the one who had been forgiven the unpayable 

debt, didn’t understand forgiveness. He doesn’t realize the desire the King has for a relationship with him. He 

should have been in awe of the King who forgave him and he should have shown mercy to the one who owed 

him just a little. How many times do we forget what Christ has done for us and hold a grudge? We miss the 

point. It doesn’t begin with ourselves, but what Christ has done for us. 

Lord, You search for me as a Shepherd His sheep that we would know the depth of Your relationship and 

forgiveness for me. Teach me to start with You and to forgive as I have been forgiven. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday September 13 
Praise 
Romans 14:10-12 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
    and every tongue shall give praise to  God.” 
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Forgiveness isn’t an easy topic, some people hang on to their sins as way of reminding themselves how 

difficult life has been, others are able to receive the forgiveness that Christ gives them, but have a difficult 

time forgiving other. Still others are able to receive Jesus forgiveness and let go of the pain of the past and 

what others have done to them. They are the ones who find true freedom in a world that is always looking 

over their shoulder wondering who is coming after them next.  

We are called to place our trust and faith in Jesus Christ. We will not be judged by what we have accomplished 

in life. It is there that we find peace and not a critical eye for our brother or sister. It’s there that we find a 

relationship with Jesus who has shepherded His people and God the Father who guides us. It’s what Christ has 

done that makes all the difference. 

“In a dream, Martin Luther found himself being attacked by Satan. The devil unrolled a long scroll containing a 

list of Luther's sins, and held it before him. On reaching the end of the scroll Luther asked the devil, "Is that 

all?" "No," came the reply, and a second scroll was thrust in front of him. Then, after a second came a third. 

But now the devil had no more. "You've forgotten something," Luther exclaimed triumphantly. "Quickly write 

on each of them, 'The blood of Jesus Christ God's son cleanses us from all sins.'" (K. Koch, Occult Bondage and 

Deliverance, p. 10) It is Christ who clams us as His own. No one will snatch us out of His hands.” (John 10:28) 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 11“I 

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:10-11) 

We find that Christ has placed Himself in judgement for our sake. It is through faith in Jesus Christ that we 

have been forgiven and humbled as His own, that we may know it’s through Christ’s body and blood that we 

have been forgiven and healed in our lives. Our lives, not about what we can or have accomplished, it’s 

trusting in Christ for everything.  

Jesus went to the cross and died in our place that we might know that sin, death and the devil no longer has 

power over us. It is Jesus who calls us His children. It is there that we see He wants to have a relationship with 

us filled with an abundant life in Him. 

Lord Jesus, help me to fathom the depth of Your love for me, that I may always give You thanks and praise for 

what You have done, are doing and will do in my life. Amen  

 

 


