
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday September 28 

Listen 

Isaiah 5:7 

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
    is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
    but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
    but heard a cry! 

God views himself as a farmer, one who has prepared a field to grow grapes. He expected his vineyard to yield 
wonderful grapes, but the yield that he got was awful and wild. No matter how much God tended to his crop, 
his vineyard acted out against him. Without a vital relationship with their gardening God the grapes trampled 
each other, mistreating and even killing one another. God raised this complaint against his people at the 
beginning of the book of Isaiah, “I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against 
me. The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, my people do not 
understand,” (Isaiah 1:2-3). The children of God refused to remember their Heavenly Father. Now, we expect 
that God will bring judgement against Israel’s rebellion. And, he will. But listen to how God introduces the 
verses of our Scripture for this weekend, “Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard,” 
(Isaiah 5:1). God is singing a love song, a song of heart break over his people. God is not just vindictive and full 
of vengeance. He is full of sorrow over a people who refuse to know his name. He has been rejected by his 
own people. In his place, they have chosen injustice and bloodshed, wickedness and oppression. How will God 
get through to a rebellious people? 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Isaiah. If it helps fill the time, answer these questions: 

Have you had rebellious children in your family? Brothers or sisters? 

How do parents respond to rebellious children? 

Have you had times of rebellion? How has God treated you? 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday September 29 

Pray 

Philippians 3:8 

8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ. 

Paul had a pretty outstanding spiritual resume. In today’s terms, he prayed all the time, never swore, never 
struggled with sexual temptation, read his bible all the time, and never missed a worship service. He’s one 
who not only talked the talk, but he walked the walk. No one would have second-guessed his status before 
God. Yet, when God broke into his life through Jesus Christ, everything changed. He finally realized that it’s not 
about gathering up a good spiritual resume to send into God’s office in heaven. It’s not about keeping a ledger 
of how much one has given to the church. It’s not about having a “good” marriage or “good” children. It’s not 
about being “blessed” at work with a raise and a position of more leadership. It is about knowing Christ and 
trusting him for your heavenly status. We toss our spiritual resumes in the trash so that we can be included on 
the resume that Christ has gathered together with achievements like suffering on a cross, dying the death of a 
criminal, and being raised from the dead. When we take hold of Christ’s resume for us, we find rest for our 
weary hearts. We get to live in freedom without having to always work relentlessly towards “the next thing.” 
We learn how to live like Jesus and make little Christ like sacrifices with our own lives for the sake of others. 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what God has been teaching you in the Scripture. Remember: 

God sent Jesus to break through to us. 

God isn’t looking to receive a spiritual resume from us. Instead, he is looking to give us the spiritual resume of 
Jesus. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are so thankful that you have given us 
faith in Jesus Christ. Help us Lord to cherish what Christ has done so that we might want to toss our own 
spiritual track record in the garbage for the sake of knowing Jesus. Give us the freedom to make small 
sacrifices for the sake of others we pray, in Jesus name, Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Family Devotion Day 

Wednesday, September 30 
  
This week is a fun activity for everyone in your family. It’s a game of “Would You Rather?” Bible edition. 
  
Would You Rather?  Be in the rainstorm that flooded the earth OR Take a bite of the forbidden fruit from the 
Garden of Eden? 
  
Write the “Would You Rather?” question into your notebook. Next to each option, write where in the Bible 
the option is found (ex. 'Be thrown in a den of lions' is found in the book of Daniel chapter 6) 
Circle which option you would choose. Talk with your family about why you would choose that option? 
  
Want more “Would You Rather?” game cards, check out the blog of Or So She 
says… https://oneshetwoshe.com/scripture-game1/ 
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Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday October 1 

Study 

Matthew 21:33 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.” 

This teaching was given during some of Jesus’ final days on Earth. He is undoubtedly thinking back on the Old 
Testament Scripture from the book of Isaiah that talks about the people of God being like a vineyard. Has the 
vineyard gotten better? Will the Pharisees receive a loving relationship with God through Jesus Christ? Well, 
Jesus’ teaching reveals that not much has changed in the hearts of the religious elite, the Pharisees. In the 
parable, Jesus teaches that the master sent two sets of servants to the vineyard. These servants were taken 
captive, beaten, and killed by those hired to take care of the vineyard. The landowner finally sends his own 
son saying, “They will respect my son,” (Matthew 21:37). But the workers see this as an opportunity to seize 
the property for themselves so they kill the land owner’s firstborn son. Jesus asks the Pharisees what the 
landowner is going to do with these wild vineyard workers. They respond, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their season,” 
(Matthew 21:41). Jesus has caught the Pharisees within this teaching…they seek to kill Jesus, God’s own Son 
who has been sent to the vineyard who is Israel. They are blind to what God is doing. They have been focused 
on building their own spiritual resumes. They have been attending worship services, praying every day, 
studying the Scriptures they think are important, and keeping themselves away from the bad parts of town. 
They are a people with a vision for the temple and religious life in the nation of Israel. No one’s going to mess 
that up now! Not even God will stop them from having their way. If God gets in the way with his Messiah, then 
they will just have to have him put to death for the greater good. These Pharisees have a problem. And we all 
suffer from the same problem. We don’t want to receive what God has for us. Instead, we want God to give us 
what we want. We see the opportunity for a life of blessing and we wonder, “How much would it cost? How 
many times do I have to pray to receive that blessing?” Our God is a God who gives generous gifts to his 
children. There are no spiritual transactions taking place in heaven, no bartering for a better deal, no coupons 
to get a better price. God has a plan to give and it is our job to receive what he has for us. May we be renewed 
to see Jesus as the gift of God. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus so that we might have a real-life relationship 
with you. Life isn’t always what we dream it to be, but it is your gift to us in Jesus Christ. Help us to grow in you 
and never be far off when we suffer in this life, but remind us that Christ suffered for our sake. Our hearts are 
in love with you, in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, October 2 

Devotion on Hymn of the Day:  Christ is Made a Sure Foundation 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-46  “The Parable of the Wicked Tenants” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom.” (vs. 42-43) 

 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord and precious, 

binding all the church in one; 
Holy Zion's help forever, 

and her confidence alone. 
  

To this temple, where we call you, 
come, O Lord of Hosts and stay; 

With all your loving-kindness 
hear you people as they pray, 
and your fullest benediction 
shed within its walls today. 

  
Grant, we pray, to all your faithful 

all the gifts they ask to gain; 
what they gain from you forever 

with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in your glory 

evermore with thee to reign. 
  

Praise and honor to the Father, 
praise and honor to the Son, 

praise and honor to the Spirit, 
ever three and ever one; 

one in might and one in glory, 
while unending ages run! 

 
 
This hymn is often used during services for the dedication of church buildings, but it has nothing to do with 
churches built of brick and stone.  It talks instead about “the Church,” which is built of flesh and bone.  The 
church, you see, is not a building where we come to worship.  We are the church—you and I—the people of 
God. 
 



The first verse of this hymn talks about Christ as the foundation and the cornerstone of the church.  This is 
language from the New Testament (Eph. 2:19-20; 1 Peter 2:5).  Christ is the foundation and cornerstone of the 
church.  Christ is the foundation and cornerstone of our lives. 
 
The second verse speaks of us as a temple, which is also New Testament language (1 Cor. 3:16).  We, the 
church, are God’s temple—the place where God dwells—and this hymn asks God to “Shed within its walls 
always”—which is another way of saying, “Dwell within us always.” 
 
In the third verse, the hymn reminds us that we will live with God forevermore. 
 
This is an ancient Latin hymn, written in the seventh or eighth century.  It was translated into English by John 
Mason Neale, a 19th century Anglican clergyman and Latin scholar.  Neale was an unlikely man to do anything 
significant.  As a young man, health problems caused him to leave active service as a clergyman, and he became 
the administrator for a home for elderly people.  When he tried to revitalize the chapel services there, he was 
rebuked by the bishop and forbidden to conduct services.  When he tried to simplify funeral services, he 
provoked a riot that required police to bring the mob under control.  He clearly lacked the common touch.  
Nevertheless, Neale labored long and happily in his study—poring over old, musty Latin documents—and was 
therefore able to give us such   and a host of others.  He reminds us once again that God often chooses unlikely 
people to be the vehicles for his blessings. [Source:  https://sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/christ-made-sure-
foundation/  Copyright 2007, Richard Niell Donovan] 
 
As we reflect on this hymn and the Holy Gospel this week, we see that the Lord calls and invites us (the church) 
to bear good fruits.  Therefore, let us ask ourselves these questions:  Have I seen and experienced the goodness 
of God in my life?  Am I responsive to the invitation of God to work in His vineyard?  Am I bearing good fruits as a 
Christian? Have I loved others without conditions?  When was the last time I shared your good fruits with 
others?   The kingdom of God is promised to those who bear fruit in His name. We must continue to keep Christ 
as our cornerstone and share His love and saving grace with others. 
 
Prayer:   Close your eyes and take time to calm your mind and gather your spirit.  
 
·     Thank God for the church. Thank him that you are a part of the fruit of the church. Think of one important 
aspect of your spiritual journey and thank God for it.  
·     Give thanks to God that he has planted you as part of his vineyard. Ask him to help you know what fruit you 
can bear for him? Think of one thing you might be able to do that would please him.  
·     Pray for a humble, contrite heart and a broken spirit. Thank God that he resists the proud but gives grace to 
the humble. Humble your heart before God.  
·     Prayer to God the Father – Heavenly Father, you expect my life to bear fruit. Help me not disappoint you.   
·     Prayer to Jesus – Lamb of God, you came not to be served but to serve, and to give your life a ransom for 
many. Help me find places to serve, as you did, and give me a heart to do so.  
·     Prayer to the Holy Spirit –Spirit of life, cause the fruit of the Spirit to grow in me: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
·     Pray for the church universal and your local congregation. Pray for its worship, work, and witness. Pray for 
the church to bear fruit. Ask God, with Paul (Ephesians 4:15) that we might all grow up into Christ who is our 
Head.  
 
·     Take some moments to offer your own prayers to God. Offer whatever prayers and praises seem 
appropriate.  AMEN. 
 
[Prayer Source:  http://www.alpsroadpres.org/week-2-day-4-luke-20918] 

https://sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/christ-made-sure-foundation/
https://sermonwriter.com/hymn-stories/christ-made-sure-foundation/
http://www.alpsroadpres.org/week-2-day-4-luke-20918


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, October 3  

Prepare for Worship 

Matthew 21:42 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 

It’s understood as acceptable if Jesus is one of the ways to heaven, but not if He is the Only way to eternal life. 

When Jesus spoke to the Chief Priest and Pharisees He calls them out. He doesn’t need to explain the parable, 

they understand it all too well. The Father has sent Him and he will be rejected and killed by those whom He 

came to save. 

Why is it so difficult to understand, “There is no one who is righteous, not even one; 11there is no one who 

has understanding, there is no one who seeks God. 12All have turned aside, together they have become 

worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) “For “no human 

being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 

of sin.” (Romans 3:20) We are totally reliant on the grace of God through Jesus Christ our Savior. It will make 

people stumble, but in our weakness, we realize that Christ is, “I (Jesus) am the way, the truth and the life.” 

(John 14:6) In Him we have hope, not is what we have done, but in what Christ has done for us. 

It’s there that we are all placed on same level, all needing His forgiveness and mercy. It is there that we realize 

that Jesus has come that we, “may have life, and may have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) He gives us a peace 

that passes understanding. That we may give Him glory, honor and praise. 

Almighty God, In Jesus I have been given life abundantly. Help me to live each day with expectation as I see 

You at work in my life and the world around me. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, October 4  

Praise 

Psalm 80:14 
14 Turn again, O God of hosts; 
    look down from heaven, and see; 
have regard for this vine 
 

The Psalter gives us an image of Israel as the vineyard. His people have sinned against Him and the wall has 

been broken down that all who pass by can take the fruit of the vineyard. The safety and blessing that Israel 

knew in the past has been taken away. Three times the writer asks, “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, 

that we may be saved.” (Psalm 80:3) “Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be 

saved.” (Psalm 80:7) “Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” (Psalm 

80:19) It is urgent and the Psalter calls for God to intervene and come to their aid and rescue. 

We can feel the same way, “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” (Psalm 80 3) We 

may feel that the world has turned against us. It’s then that we echo the words of the Psalter, “Let Your face 

shine, that we may be saved.” When we find out limitations and inability to bring change in a world that is 

stubborn, we go to the source and ask for help. 

Instead, our first impulse should be to come to Christ in prayer and ask that He would intercede for us. He is 

always there to listen and only the Holy Spirit has the power to change the will of people. It’s there that we 

connect to the Alpha and the Omega, “the one who is, who was and who is to come the Almighty One.” 

(Revelation 1:8) He is “able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,” (Ephesians 

3:20) Even when it comes to our personal lives, Saving Grace Lutheran Church and the world. It always starts 

with prayer. It’s there that the very heart of God is revealed. 

Almighty God, teach me to trust in You for all things. To come to You first with my heart and ask that You 

would lead me to know Your will, before I say a word or act. Amen 

 


