
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, September 21 

Listen 

Ezekiel 18:25 

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 

God is coming to his Old Testament people with a righteous judgement in our passage this morning. God says, 
“The soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20). There was some complaint among the Israelites that God was 
holding one person accountable for another person’s sin. If someone had a bad son, then isn’t it the parent’s 
fault? If someone has a bad father, then aren’t the kids hopeless? How is this fair!? God calls out his chosen 
people to reflect on their ways. People will be held accountable for their own wickedness, not the sins of any 
relative or family member. But God provides hope for those who wish to turn away from their wicked ways. If 
anyone would turn away from their wickedness back to a worship relationship with the Father, they would 
live. “Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live,” (Ezekiel 18:31-32). 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Ezekiel 18. If it helps fill the time, answer these questions: 

Are you comforted or troubled by these verses? Why? 

Are we able to get a new heart for ourselves? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, September 22 

Pray 

Psalm 25:9 

9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 

God does not expect from us what he is not willing to give to us. Without him we are as well off as those 
Israelite people in the Old Testament. We are bound to go our own way. We trust in other things, often 
trusting our own selves above all else. But our God is a God of mercy, forgiveness, and loving faithfulness. We 
are reminded of yesterday’s reading as the psalmist prays, “Remember not the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me,” (Psalm 25:7). He is happy to have mercy on 
us, but he also wants us to grow in relationship with him. We see that this relationship is defined by the fear-
of-the-Lord (Ps 25:12) and friendship (Ps 25:14). Being a Christian isn’t about knowing right from wrong. It’s 
about knowing the one who judges right from wrong. In relationship with him, we are led and taught by his 
Word to trust him and act wisely. This is our prayer. 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what God has been teaching you in the Scripture. Remember: 

God will only hold you accountable for your sin. 

God has started a loving relationship with you established on his mercy. 

He desires to guide you in a faithful relationship with him. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, because of Jesus Christ I can boldly 
proclaim that what’s mine is yours and what’s yours is mine. Thank you for your forgiveness and your mercy. I 
would not have turned to you if you would not have first given me something to turn to in Jesus Christ. Help us 
to follow him and learn from him as we grow in the Fear-of-the-Lord and friendship with you. In Jesus name, 
Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Family Devotion Day 

Wednesday, September 23 

  
As we start another year of Confirmation, this verse gives a reminder to look at the Word of God- read it, 
believe it, reference it. God's Word has everything we need. 
  
Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
  
Activity 1: Reflect on this verse. Pray for God to help you heed His word. 
Activity 2: Check out YouTube for songs about this verse. Here is one to listen 
to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDe33LU0j4o 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDe33LU0j4o


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, September 24 

Study 

Matthew 21:32 

32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Jesus has entered Jerusalem, welcomed by “Hosanna!” and palm branches. This is the final week of Jesus’ life 
before his crucifixion. The Pharisees are out for blood and they challenge Jesus relentlessly in this last week 
with questions and accusations. So, Jesus, challenges the Pharisees to turn from their wicked ways and believe 
that he is the Messiah, the Son of God. There is no other way. Tax collectors and prostitutes got the picture. 
They have turned from their way of life, the way they made a living, in order to follow Jesus. Jesus calls out the 
religious professionals of the day to the same kind of turning. Business people (“tax collectors”), criminals 
(“prostitutes”), spiritual guides and pastors (“pharisees”) are all in need of the salvation that Jesus is 
proclaiming. Jesus highlights the hard hearts that the Pharisees have against God and his promised savior. He 
says “whether you’ve got a righteous, holy, well-respected person like John the Baptist telling the truth about 
me or whether you’ve got sinful, unclean outcasts being transformed by my ministry, either way, 
you still don’t see and believe in what God is doing!” They have rejected Jesus. And it’s not for a lack of having 
a wide variety of witnesses. The problem doesn’t have to do with others. It has to do with them. Their very 
hearts have rejected Jesus. They are in need of the humility of the psalmist. They are in need of a new heart 
and a new spirit as we read from Ezekiel. 

 

Prayer 

Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, help us to see Jesus for who he is and believe in him. We are willing to follow you. 
We are willing to learn from you. We know that we are in need of a new heart and your Holy Spirit to restore 
life in us every day. Remain faithful Lord, we pray, so that you might make us full of faith, In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, September 25 

Hymn of the Day Devotion - O Master, Let Me Walk with You - by Washington Gladden 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32 

Washington Gladden served as a minister in many churches in Massachusetts and New York, before becoming 

pastor of the First Congregational Church in Columbus, Ohio, in 1882. Under his leadership, this church's 

congregation grew from 558 members in 1885 to 1,214 people by 1914.  Gladden was a firm believer in the 

social gospel. He believed that all Christians must dedicate themselves to the mission of Jesus Christ. They must 

fight corruption and greed. They must also do all in their power to help their fellow men and women. [1] 

This minister never let himself, nor his hearers, be comfortable. Washington Gladden saw too much in the 

American culture of the post-Civil War era that troubled his conscience, and so he pleaded “O Master Let Me 

Walk with Thee” while he endeavored to make his faith relevant, including in Massachusetts where he was 

when he composed these words. He was what sociologists/psychologists today would characterize as type-A – 

activist. His conscience-stricken approach evidently came with a cost, for many of his peers found his message 

too consistently upsetting. Understanding what was going on in his own heart, versus what he saw and heard 

among his fellow believers and others in the larger secular setting about him, helps us contextualize this 

particular episode’s resulting poetry. Social justice-seekers are not content trying to gently coax their hearers; 

Gladden’s original words were more like dynamite, though they were trimmed for wider general consumption. 

Washington Gladden had been a newspaperman in his adult life before he became a minister, and perhaps it 

was the investigative journalist in him that compelled his role as a social crusader and liberal Christian leader. 

His activist nature was not limited to church debates, but extended to battling political corruption and helping 

settle industrial strikes, as well as racism issues. One episode apparently drew heavy criticism from his own 

congregation, as he condemned a donation from the Rockefellers that was intended for missionary work, 

labeling it as unacceptable because of the donor’s reputation for running a corporate monopoly. It was 

apparently during one of many incidents like this one in which the 43-year old Gladden sat alone to pray, to 

‘vent his spleen’ even, as did many of the minor prophets in their day (similar to perhaps Amos, known also as a 

social crusader). It was also during his time in Massachusetts when he began to campaign for workers’ rights 

among the various industries, so “O Master…” may be seen in this context, perhaps. Two of the most 

compelling verses of the hymn show Washington’s angst and his reaction to his opponents.  

O Master, let me walk with Thee / Before the taunting Pharisee 

Help me to bear the sting of spite, / The hate of men who hide Thy light. 

The sore distrust of souls sincere/ Who cannot read Thy Judgments clear, 

The dullness of the multitude, / Who dimly guess that Thou are god. 

But these verses were eventually removed when the poem was set to music. 

He compared his critics to ‘taunting Pharisee (s)’ and complained of their ‘dullness’; Gladden obviously did not 

shrink from this clash. Instead, he showed that he was human, and as so many of us do when we are the objects 

of scorn, he responded in kind. But he also cried out with words in four other verses that show he sought his 

Master’s help for his own shortcomings. He asked for fellowship with Him in order to continue serving (v.1), for 

Divine guidance to steer those he encountered (v.2), for patience (v. 3), and for the reassurance of eternal 

blessing (v.4) that would spur him onward. [2] (see verses below) 

https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Washington_Gladden
http://songscoops.blogspot.com/2017/02/o-master-let-me-walk-with-thee.html


As I was researching the background of this hymn, the struggles Gladden faced are still relevant today as we 

experience racial tensions, political issues, pandemic, etc. There are many beliefs as to what is “right”.  But it is 

important to remember what Jesus told us:  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength. The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” 

(Mark 12:20-31)  

In this week’s holy gospel, the authority of Jesus is questioned by the chief priests and elders of the people.  

How often do we question God’s plan for us... for our neighbor... for our nation ...for our world?  What we do 

know is that God is our ultimate authority.  We need to trust in Him and ask for His guidance in everything.  As 

Washington Gladden experienced, we may not always agree but we must keep God as our guiding light in order 

to find peace within our lives… “In peace that only You can give; with You, O Master, let me live”.  

Let us pray:   

 O Master, let me walk with you 

In lowly paths of service true; 

Tell me your secret; help me bear 

The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

And guide them in the homeward way. 

 

Teach me your patience; share with me 

A closer, dearer company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 

 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future's broad'ning way. 

In peace that only you can give; 

With you, O Master, let me live. 

 

Dear Lord and Savior, you are truly the authority over everything.  Help us to trust in You and walk in Your way.  

We do not know what the future may bring, but we know your light is always shining on our path when we walk 

with You. Amen 

 

Sources:    

[1] https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Washington_Gladden 

[2] David Cain:  http://songscoops.blogspot.com/2017/02/o-master-let-me-walk-with-thee.html 

 

https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Washington_Gladden
http://songscoops.blogspot.com/2017/02/o-master-let-me-walk-with-thee.html


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, September 26 

Prepare for Worship 

Philippians 2:1-8 

“2:1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death— even death on a cross.” 

Paul reminds the Philippians what following Jesus Christ is all about. “If then there is any encouragement in 

Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,” (Philippians 1:1) If 

any of those in the church has been encouraged, consoled, shared in the Holy Spirit, and found compassion in 

Christ then, then let them work together to make Paul’s joy complete in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In Jesus Christ we are to be in full accord and of one mind, having the same love in our lives as Christ has in 

Him. What should that look like in our lives? There should be no selfish ambition, no conceit, we should 

regard other as better than ourselves, not looking to our own interests, but to the interests of others all of 

this should be done in humility. Paul reminds us that when we serve, when we worship, when we gather as 

the church, we are called to empty ourselves of our ego and serve as a servant of the servant. The center of 

everything we do for Christ is Jesus Christ not myself. It’s there that we find joy not in what we have 

accomplished, but that Christ has called us to be His servant for His will in a world that is broken and searching 

for meaning in their life and not able to find it in themselves. 

As we prepare ourselves for worship. We come before God in humility asking Him if we can be of service to 

Him. It isn’t what we have to offer Him that makes us special, it’s that He first loved us and gave Himself for us 

that we might be called His children. When we worship giving thanks to God it isn’t about us, it’s about 

opening ourselves up to receive the very presence of God in our midst. “When I am weak, then I am strong.” 

(2 Corinthians 12:10) Our strength comes from Jesus Christ not ourselves.  

Lord Jesus, teach me to humbly follow You, even if I am not recognized or thanked, help me to see you at 

work in my life that I may tell others the mighty things You have done. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, September 27 

Praise 

Philippians 2:9-11 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

During the American Revolution a man in civilian clothes rode past a group of soldiers repairing a small 
defensive barrier. Their leader was shouting instructions, but making no attempt to help them. The rider asked 
why he was shouting instructions at his men and not helping them. The man retorted with great dignity, "Sir, I 
am a Corporal!" The stranger apologized, dismounted, and proceeded to help the exhausted soldiers. The job 
done, he turned to the corporal and said, "Mr. Corporal, next time you have a job like this and not enough 
men to do it, go to your Commander-in-Chief, and I will come and help you again." It was none other than 
George Washington. (Today in the Word, March 6, 1991.) 

A Corporal was barking orders to a group of exhausted soldiers and George Washington stopped to help rebuild 
the barrier. It was only after George Washington helped that the Corporal understood the magnitude of what 
happened. His Commander-in-Chief has taken orders from a Corporal, so that together their defenses would be 
stronger. Jesus Christ who is God came to earth, “not to be served but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many. (Matthew 20:28) It isn’t about your authority or position or influence or power, it is about being a 
servant of the servant.  

Jesus explains, 
“25But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones are tyrants over them. 26It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you 
must be your servant, 27and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; 28just as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”” 
 

He calls us not to rule over other, but to serve with them. In doing so we learn that we are in service to the 

one who is “the King of kings, and Lord of lords.” (Revelation 19:16) There is no greater privilege than to be in 

His service and to give Him honor, glory and praise for all that He has done. 

Lord Jesus, remind me daily of Your service to all people that we might know the peace that passes all 

understanding that comes through faith in You. Guide me this day to serve to Your glory. Amen  

 


