
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, September 14  

Listen 

Matthew 20:15 

“15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?’” 

Have you ever gotten a deal on soothing just to realize later in the day, that someone got a better deal on the 

same thing? The Landowner in this parable is God who went out and found laborers for His vineyard. He went 

out at early morning, and again at nine, twelve, three and five o’clock. He promised to pay the first laborers a 

day’s wage and the rest of them, “whatever is right.” (Matthew 20:4) So, He did. They all received the usual 

days wage. Your perspective makes all of the difference. 

There are two ways to think about it. The first perspective is the laborer. If a laborer who worked more hours, 

He/God should be paid more if they are paid per hour, but they weren’t. They were all paid a flat rate, 

although none of the laborers knew what was promised. The second perspective is the Landowners. The 

Landowner gave to each of the workers who started late the same amount as those who worked all day. From 

this view point it isn’t fair to the Landowner, that’s not the way to make money, unless the landowner is 

actually “Generous.” If He is “Generous” it makes all the difference. Could you imagine the laborers who were 

hired early in the morning saying, “Thank you for hiring me today, but I have some things to do in the morning, 

so could you come by at 5 pm so I don’t have to work as much? Sound crazy? Right? It should. It’s a privilege 

to be called work for the Landowner/God! No higher honor in life. 

Is that the way we live our lives? Do we wonder how we can get by and not have to do as much work? Do we 

count the costs and benefits of what we do and how we spend our time and forget what is really important? 

Do we get sidetracked by what the world considers important and give our leftovers to God, thinking that’s 

good enough? 

We are blessed beyond measure that God is Generous. He provides for all of our needs from day to day and 

guides our lives. He gives us the freedom we need, while gently calling us back to Himself time and time again. 

We aren’t the ones to ever decide what is fair. Only God can. 

Today look at all you have been given and give thanks to God. Then realize that you are stewards of what 

you’ve been given to help others. You have a generous God. 

Lord God, teach me Your ways of generosity. Remind me that You call people at different times in their lives 

to “Follow You.” You are generous beyond what we can imagine. Help me never take Your generosity for 

granted, but to give You thanks for all You have done for me and all others. Amen  

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, September 15  

Pray 

Philippians 1:29-30 

“29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 

well— 30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.” 

We have been called to work along side by side for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In all of the menial tasks we do 

in this world this isn’t one of them. The King of kings, the Lord of lords has called us into His service. 

Sometimes we are distracted by all the other things in this world and forget the one thing that endures 

forever.  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) All of the other things in this world with wear out and disappear. But the work we 

do for God’s Kingdom will endure forever.  

Through faith in Jesus Christ we have been given “the privilege of not only believing in Christ, but of suffering 

for him as well.” (Philippians 1:29) These may not seem like words of a promise, but they are. Paul writes, 

“For me living is Christ and dying is gain.” (Philippians 1:21) We are given an opportunity to serve the one 

who has authority above all Kings, Queens, Prime Ministers, and Presidents. He is the one before whom all will 

stand one day and give an account of their live. “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and 

every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.” (Romans 14:11b-

12) He has called us to the most prestigious position in the world, to be His servant. Jesus says, “15I do not call 

you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 

will give you whatever you ask him in my name. (John 15:15-16) Jesus calls us friends whom He choose and 

appointed us to bear fruit that will last. This is why Paul can say, “living is Christ and dying is gain.” 

(Philippians 1:21)  

In your prayer today thank God for all you have been given, then think of the ways He has called You into His 

service and realize that He trusts You enough to carry out all He has called you to do. 

Almighty God, You truly are amazing! You have called me into Your service that I might know the riches of 

Your mercy and grace. Thank you for guiding me as my Shepherd and giving me hope in a world that has 

lost hope. Teach me to share with others the hope You have given me through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Family Devotion Day 

Wednesday, September 16 

  
The inspiration for today’s Bible journal entry is from a devotional that I started recently. While the focus of 
the entry was on the 4th verse of Psalm 37, verse 3 also resonated with me. So today we’ll add verses 3 and 4 
to our Bible journals. 
  
Psalm 37:3-4 

3Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. 4Delight yourself also in the 
Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart. 
  
Activity 1: Look into the mirror and say: "I trust the Lord!" Repeat it again. Say it louder. Finish by reading this 
passage out loud. 
Activity 2: Find this verse in your Bible and create a doodle around it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, September 17  

Study 

Jonah 4:11 

“11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred 

and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

We see the heart of God in this scripture. God is concerned about all people come to repentance and faith. 
Even Nineveh with more than 120,000 persons who don’t know right from wrong and many animals. It’s easy 
to think that God plays favorites, but this scripture goes beyond God watching over the people whom God has 
chosen. It displays the very heart of God. 
 

Nineveh was an ancient Assyrian city of Upper Mesopotamia, located on eastern bank of the Tigris River on 
the outskirt of Mosul in Modern day northern Iraq. It was the largest city in the world for approximately fifty 
years until civil war broke out among the different ethnic groups in Nineveh in 612 BC. God still shows his love 
for all people not wanting any to die under His judgement. So, Jonah is sent to intercede for Nineveh. Jonah is 
more worried about Nineveh’s threat to Israel and would rather see them destroyed than saved. So Jonah 
runs away. 
 

When we are afraid or think that God calls us to do something unreasonable, we often run away. We hide 
from God, hoping He will forget us, but what we want usually comes from our own self-interest and fear. 
God’s love reaches even those we are afraid of or those we consider to be our enemies. God’s love is infinite 
and beyond our understanding. His love is for all people. 
 

Nicodemus didn’t understand who Jesus was, but he was curious and went to Jesus at night to see if He was 
the Messiah. Jesus cuts beyond all of the other issues to the very center of why Jesus was sent. We must be 
born of the Spirit through faith in Him. 
 

14 “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” (John 3:14-15) Jesus is the promise of salvation for all who 
have faith in Him. Just as the Israelites who looked upon the serpent on the pole to be healed, now Jesus will 
give them new live through faith in Him.  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who 
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God.” (John 3:16-18) Jesus would save His people from their sin 
through faith in Jesus. 
 

9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any 
to perish, but all to come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) Paul urges us to, “grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) Then we can see the world as Christ does, so that we may 
“know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,…and (we) may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
(Ephesians 3:19)  
 

Lord Jesus, help me today to see others through Your eyes, that we may know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge. Teach me not to be judgmental, but to reach out with the same grace You have 
shown me. Open my heart that I may see the fear and contempt that divides us in this world and respond as 
Your servant in the love of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Hymn of the Day Devotion  

Friday, September 18 

 

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

 Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me; 

His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
 

 

When looking at this well-known and beloved hymn, we can probably immediately start singing.  In fact, it is so 

popular that some “estimates claim this song is performed roughly 10 million times a year”*.  As far as the 

lyrics, though, we often look at how they relate to us in our lives.  However, by knowing the background of this 

wonderful hymn, it is my hope that an even deeper meaning may be created within our hearts.  

 

The story behind the hymn "Amazing Grace"  

*(From the website:  https://www.ocp.org/en-us/blog/entry/amazing-grace - Author Unknown) 

Written almost two and a half centuries ago in 1772, the words for the beloved song were borne from 
the heart, mind and experiences of the Englishman John Newton. Knowing the story of John Newton's life 
as a slave trader and the journey he went through before writing the hymn will help to understand the 
depth of his words and his gratefulness for God's truly amazing grace. 
Having lived through a rather unfortunate and troubled childhood (his mother passed away when he was 
just six years old), Newton spent years fighting against authority, going so far as trying to desert the 
Royal Navy in his twenties. Later, abandoned by his crew in West Africa, he was forced to be a servant to 
a slave trader but was eventually rescued. On the return voyage to England, a violent storm hit and 

https://www.ocp.org/en-us/blog/entry/amazing-grace


almost sank the ship, prompting Newton to begin his spiritual conversion as he cried out to God to save 
them from the storm. 
Upon his return, however, Newton became a slave ship master, a profession in which he served for 
several years. Bringing slaves from Africa to England over multiple trips, he admitted to sometimes 
treating the slaves abhorrently. In 1754, after becoming violently ill on a sea voyage, Newton abandoned 
his life as a slave trader, the slave trade, and seafaring, altogether, wholeheartedly devoting his life to 
God's service. 
He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1764 and became quite popular as a preacher and hymn writer, 
penning some 280 hymns, among them the great "Amazing Grace," which first appeared in the Olney 
Hymns, printed by Newton and poet/fellow writer William Cowper. It was later set to the popular tune 
NEW BRITAIN in 1835 by William Walker. 
In later years, Newton fought alongside William Wilberforce, leader of the parliamentary campaign to 
abolish the African slave trade. He described the horrors of the slave trade in a tract he wrote supporting 
the campaign and lived to see the British passage of the Slave Trade Act 1807. 
And now, we see how lyrics like: 

I once was lost, 
but now am found, 
Was blind 
but now I see. 

and 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come. 
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

carry a much deeper meaning than a sinner's mere gratitude. Close to death at various times and blind to 
reality at others, Newton would most assuredly not have written "Amazing Grace" if not for his 
tumultuous past. And many of us would then be without these lovely words that so aptly describe our 
own relationship with Christ and our reliance on God's grace in our lives: 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 
 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father.  We thank you for Your Amazing Grace that sustains us throughout our lives.  We ask 
that You continue to guide our ways and protect from all the dangers and evils that we face. We know we are 
safe in Your love and Your care, and we are so grateful for all You provide.  Your amazing grace is truly the 
sweetest sound and truly a precious gift.  With thankful hearts we pray, Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion  

Saturday September 19 

Prepare for Worship 

Psalm 145:5 

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

  

We can understand something about how marvelous our God is by looking at the work he accomplishes. God 
has plainly shown us himself in the glory of how he has created the universe and everything that exists. He has 
also revealed his will to us in many different ways. Throughout the Bible, we see that God seeks to have 
mercy, to forgive, and to show kindness to us who find themselves down and out. Just consider two people 
who find themselves in the family line of Jesus. Rahab was a prostitute in the city of Jericho. But, before the 
walls came tumbling down in that city, she had faith in the God of Israel (Joshua 2:10-11). And of course, you 
remember David. He was a man after God’s own heart, but he was a sinner just like the rest of us. David hid an 
affair and a child out of wedlock by murdering his mistress’s husband. God required the life of David and 
Bathsheba’s first child as a consequence for their sin. Yet, David and Bathsheba are both in the family line of 
Jesus because they had another child who lived and became a great king (2 Samuel 11:1-12:25). Our God is the 
God of love, mercy, and forgiveness. Let us meditate on his history in the Bible and even in our own lives. 
What stories of God’s forgiveness come to mind for you? 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for being so kind and generous with us who are often in need of 
your help. Without your guidance we go astray in so many ways. We have desires that become harmful if we 
entertain them. But you forgive us time and time again. We praise you for your goodness. We praise you for 
your never-failing kindness, in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion  

Sunday September 20 

Praise 

Philippians 1:21 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 

            

This is part of the sure hope that we have in Jesus! We have faith in him now and our hope will be fulfilled 
when we see him face to face in heaven. Wherever we find ourselves now, either in life or in death, we are the 
Lord’s. It is true, nothing you have done and nothing that has been done to you can keep you away from the 
love of God that has been shown to us in Jesus Christ. If we are at peace in this life, it is the peace of Christ 
that comforts us. If we are suffering in this life, it is the suffering of Christ that comforts us. God has made us 
his own through Jesus and we have eternal security in his name. We come to worship with Christ as our 
Savior! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us hope in this life. There was a charge against us that 
called for our death. Thank you for sending Jesus to silence any charge against us. Now, we come to you in 
worship knowing that there is nothing in this life that can separate us from you, even death. We praise you in 
Jesus’ name, Amen 

 


