
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday October 5 

Listen 

Isaiah 25:8 

8 
    he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
    for the Lord has spoken. 

Although the prophets often bring a word of judgement against the Old Testament nation of Israel, they also 
often bring words of amazing hope. We see both in our reading from Isaiah this weekend. Before we get to 
this verse where God, “will swallow up death forever,” we are told that, “the Lord will empty the earth and 
make it desolate, and he will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants,” (Isaiah 24:1). Isaiah can see that God 
is not just dealing with the nation of Israel. God will ultimately deal with the whole earth and everyone who 
lives on it. In this new place without death, without tears, and without disgrace God’s care will be clearly seen 
for all who are in need. Rich food and fine wine are on the menu for this heavenly occasion. The poor and the 
needy are the guests around the table. They will no longer be taken advantage of when God swallows up 
death forever. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Isaiah. If it helps fill the time, think on these things: 

What has it been like to lose a loved one? 

One day, God will take care of the consequence of our sin which is death. 

Are you poor and needy? 

  

(Want to see how the New Testament understands this verse from Isaiah? Read Romans 15:50-58.) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday October 6 

Pray 

Psalm 23:1 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

This is a prayer of faith. This word of the Lord is so powerful because often we feel the exact opposite is true in 
life. We don’t know where we are going and we feel that there is no one there to lead us. We don’t have what 
we want and sometimes even our needs are in question of being met. But, the Word of the Lord still stands. It 
tells us the truth of the matter and gives us words to pray in time of need, in time of celebration, and 
everything in between. When we are overcome by sadness or joy and have no idea what to say, the Word of 
God echoes in our souls, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” These words are powerful for the 
Christian because they are words of faith. Remember what Christ said, “For truly I tell you, if you have faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and 
nothing will be impossible for you,” (Matthew 17:20). So, we come to God in prayer with these words of faith. 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what God has been teaching you in the Scripture. Remember: 

God will care for us now and forever throughout all eternity. 

Every good gift comes down from the Father in heaven. 

Suffering is not meaningless for Christians. Suffering produces hope. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you are our ever-faithful guide. You lead 
us through all of life’s twists and turns. You care for us along the way. Every meal, every paycheck, every night 
we’ve slept safe and sound, every morning we’ve awoken from sleep is because of your love for us. Strengthen 
us with these words of faith we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen      

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday October 7 

Family Devotion Day 

 Psalm 23 

 
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod 

and thy staff they comfort me. 
5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 

runneth over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever. 

 

Activity 1: Write out the 23rd Psalm into your Bible journal or highlight the passage in your Bible (or even 

doodle around it).  

 
Activity 2: In Sunday School, the children will be making bracelets to help them remember Psalm 23. You can 

make your own bracelet to remind you of Psalm 23 using the directions found here. Use any type of bead that 

you would like to make a bracelet that reflects you, as well as the Psalm.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ihavenogreaterjoy.wordpress.com/2014/10/11/4-activities-for-memorizing-psalm-23/


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday October 8 

Study 

Matthew 22:10 

10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

What we witness here at the end of Matthew’s gospel is a showdown between God and man. The battle, 
largely to do with questions and teaching, is a battle of biblical proportions. The sinfulness of man is coming 
head to head with the grace, the faithfulness, the righteousness, and all the fullness of God in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus continues to tell the Pharisees that they’re teaching and religious sentiments are going to be their own 
undoing. After entering into the city, Jesus cleaned out the temple with a whip in hand, cursed a fig tree, told 
two other parables condemning the Pharisees for their hardened hearts against him. Now we come to this 
parable of the wedding feast. And Jesus still has the Pharisees in his sights. Jesus teaches that, “the Kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son,” (Matthew 22:2). He sends out 
invitations and no one shows up. Even in this time of a pandemic, to have no one show up to a wedding meal 
would be a terrible insult. But the King followed up with those invited by sending more servants. Many 
brushed off the invitation while some mistreated the servants and killed them. Jesus tells us, “the king was 
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city,” (Matthew 22:7). This 
leads to the grand invitation of others who are just out on the streets to join the wedding celebration. Imagine 
what that reception was like! A friend might say to another, “Hi there Jonah. Looks like they’ll let just anybody 
in here!” And it’s true, they gathered everybody, “both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests,” (Matthew 22:10). But, then, something odd happens. The king sees one of the guests from the street 
and he is without wedding garment and without excuse when he is questioned about his lack of appropriate 
attire. He is kicked out of the wedding feast with a harsh and final judgement. So, Jesus concludes, “Many are 
called, but few are chosen,” (Matthew 22:14). This language can strike us as harsh, but I’m sure we’ve 
engaged in heated discussion about things far less important than the eternal salvation of human individuals. 
This is a battle, a showdown between God and humanity. Jesus has given the Pharisees a fair warning that if 
they hold their position in this battle, it will lead to their death—he doesn’t sugarcoat it. The Pharisees are the 
invited guests who have been apathetic and hostile to the King. They have acted out against the very God they 
were called to serve. So, who will win this battle between God and man? How will the battle be won? 
Continuing in the Gospel of Matthew would give us the answers… 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we can be uncomfortable when talking and thinking about your righteous 
judgement. Lord, help us to hear and learn from you about what are the most important things in life. There is 
real evil out there and you have a plan to deal with it. Give us faith to trust in Christ through it all as the one 
who has won the battle and given us victory. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, October 9 

Devotion on Hymn of the Day - Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

Holy Gospel - Matthew 22:1-14 - “The Parable of the Wedding Banquet” 

For many are called, but few are chosen. (Vs. 14) 
 

History:  [From the website: https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lord-keep-us-steadfast-word/  by Rev. 
Dr. Mark Birkholz] 
 

This week’s hymn of the day was one of Martin Luther’s best reformation hymns that he composed.  This 
hymn was published in 1542 and appeared with the subtitle, “A Children’s Hymn, to be Sung Against the Two 
Archenemies of Christ and His Holy Church, the Pope and Turk.” [1]  Due to the constant turmoil and battle 
between the Roman Empire and the Turks, Luther wrote and appeal for people to pray against the Turks and 
also wrote “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” as encouragement for all people when facing enemies.  The 
second line of the hymn originally read, “Restrain the murderous Pope and Turk” (Und steur des Papst und 
Türken Mord).  The translation was later revised to “Curb those who by deceit or sword,” to include all the 
enemies of the church. 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
And bring to nought all he has done. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 

For you are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend your holy Church, that we 

May sing your praise triumphantly. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
The three verses of this song are representative of the Holy Trinity:  God the Father (vs. 1), God the Son (vs. 2), 
and God the Holy Spirit (vs. 3) and how each provides for our needs. Although the struggles Martin Luther 
faced with the pope and the Turks are in the past, the church today is still surrounded and challenged by 
enemies.  Luther’s hymn, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” reminds us to turn to the word of the Lord 
and trust in Jesus Christ our Savior who has won the victory over all of our enemies and who will give us 
victory over death in the resurrection on the Last Day. 
 

As we focus on the Holy Gospel for this week, we are reminded through the “Parable of the Wedding 
Banquet”, that we need to listen and heed God’s calling.  Matthew 22:14 states, “many are called, but few 
are chosen”.  By remaining steadfast in His word, we will be ready for this call and be victorious over death 
and live in eternal salvation with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank you for your steadfast love that surrounds us each and every day. Protect 
us from our enemies and help us to stay strong in your Word so that we are ready when you call us into 
eternal salvation with You. In Your dear name we pray.  Amen. 
 

[1] Fred L. Precht, Lutheran Worship Hymnal Companion (St. Louis: Concordia, 1992), 352. 

https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lord-keep-us-steadfast-word/
https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lord-keep-us-steadfast-word/#_ftnref1
https://lutheranreformation.org/theology/lord-keep-us-steadfast-word/#_ftnref1


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, October 10  

Prepare for Worship 

Philippians 4:4 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

Wait a second, can’t I just wallow a little in my misery? Can’t I complain about the things that I wish would 

have gone differently? Paul comes with the answer, “4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

(Philippians 4:4-7) We are to rejoice in all things, whether they seem to be in our favor or not, good or bad. 

Then we are to come to Him in prayer and ask Him guide us in all the concerns we have in this world. It’s there 

that we are given a peace which surpasses all understanding. For, “We know that all things work together for 

good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) It doesn’t mean that 

life is going to be easy, it means that we know that God is still guiding us by His will, with rod and staff in hand. 

His rod is used to discipline us, while His staff is used to gently guide us. He has a plan and it isn’t always our 

plan, but He reveals it at just the right moment.  

So, I will rejoice, no matter what happens in this world, because I know, “I know that whatever God does 

endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that all should 

stand in awe before him.” (Ecclesiastes 3:14) It’s there that I find my comfort in God who works all things for 

good through His purpose, and in His love. I’m just called to trust Him and walk with Him. He’s the one who is 

at work within me forming me into what He desires me to be. 

Almighty God, remind me today to rejoice in the Lord always, no matter what happens today help me to 

understand that You are at work within me guiding me every step of the way. Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, October 11  

Praise 

Psalm 23:6 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
    my whole life long. 
 
As David ran away from King Saul, he trusted in the Lord who had called him to be King. Even as he walked 

through the dark valleys fleeing for His life, David knew that The Lord was there to guide and protect him. He 

called David to honor the Lord and not take the life of King Saul. God led David with His rod for discipline and 

staff for guidance. 

How many times in our lives have we wondered if God was still guiding us? If God was there to lead us 

through the difficult times. King David goes one step further and proclaims, “Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.” (Psalm 23:6) 

He knows that God will always be faithful and will guide him with His goodness and mercy throughout his life. 

He doesn’t have to worry about what tomorrow will bring, because he’s in the Father’s hands. He knows that 

he will dwell in the house of the Lord and it is there that He will give God honor and praise and thanksgiving 

for all that He has done. 

Almighty God, teach me to begin everyday with the promises You have given me on my heart and in my 

mind. Teach me not to be afraid, but to trust that Your goodness and mercy which follows me. Open my 

heart to give you thanks and praise for all you have done and are doing in my life. Amen 

 


