
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

 
Monday, November 23 

Listen 

Isaiah 64:8 

8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 

This passage is found close to the end of the book of Isaiah. Isaiah tells us that God is planning to create new 
heavens and a new earth. Judgement will come to an end and the people of God will be like a small child 
bouncing on the knees of their mother. All their needs will be fulfilled by God and we will be free to enjoy his 
care forever. The verse about the potter sounds very nice, but in reality, it is bitter sweet. Our Scripture comes 
a couple chapters before the final judgement and the joy of a bouncing child. The people are pleading to God 
for mercy. They are wrestling with and recognizing the power of God, “O Lord, why do you make us wander 
from your ways and harden our heart, so that we fear you not?” (Isaiah 64:17). This Scripture strikes a very 
important balance. Isaiah is recognizing that all things are under God’s control—even our own obedience and 
faith towards him. But, notice, that this is a question and not an accusation. God is not on trial here. Instead, 
the people of God are reaching out to him with reverence asking honest and faithful questions. The judgement 
that God has brought is disorienting and confusing for people starting to call on his name, “We have become 
like those over whom you have never ruled, like those who are not called by your name,” (Is. 64:19). So, in the 
midst of a terrible and tragic situation, the Israelites remember God’s own word to plead for the mercy of 
God. The result is faith. In this moment, they see that God is the potter shaping his people by his word. We can 
learn from the Israelites to forfeit ourselves into the potter’s hands. 

Take 2 minutes to think about these verses in Ezekiel. If it helps fill the time answer these questions: 

Find out what your name means. Does the meaning agree or disagree with what God says about you? 
(example: Jacob means “deceiver” and Alex means “defender”) 

What have you spent most of your life doing? How did God bring that about? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
Tuesday, November 24 

Pray 

Psalm 80:1-2 

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
2     before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Stir up your might, 
    and come to save us! 

Right at the beginning of this Psalm we are thrown back into the story of the Old Testament with characters 
like Joseph, Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh all being cited. Even if we aren’t familiar with all of these 
characters, we could still get the main point of the psalm because it is recited three times. “Restore us, O Lord 
God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be saved!” (Psalm 80:3, 7, 19). In prayer, it’s good for us to 
remember times in the past when God’s face did shine brightly and clearly. Sometimes these are moments in 
our own lives. The Psalmist is remembering God’s faithfulness to the Jewish people in the Old Testament. He 
begins as they were cared for in Egypt in the midst of the famine because God placed Joseph in a position of 
power. By mentioning Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, he pulls the story ahead to the point where the 
Jewish people were finally brought into the promised land. This is a strong practice for prayer. Remember 
God’s faithfulness in the past to call for God’s help in the present. 

Take 2 minutes to pray about what God has been teaching you in the Scripture. Remember: 

God is able to act in and through your life. 

God is the one who shapes your life, the history of his people, and the history of the world. 

When have you seen God’s faithfulness in your own life? In what ways do you need God to act now? 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are thankful for the salvation that you have accomplished for so many. 
Here and around the world you have saved people from out of terrible darkness into the light of your beloved 
Son. We trust you with our lives that you will never fall short in caring for us from now into eternity, in Jesus’ 
name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
 

Wednesday, November 25 

 

Family Devotion 

 

I hope that you have had a chance to write down the weekly verses and reflect on them. I also hope that you 

have prayed and thanked God for how wonderful He is and all the glorious things that He has done for you!  

Today’s verse is found many times in the Bible and for good reason. The Lord is good and He deserves our 

Thanks!!  

 

I pray that all of you have a wonderful and blessed Thanksgiving! Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 107:1; Psalm 118:1; Psalm 136:1 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 

 

Activity 1: Write this verse 4 times (as it is found in each of the passages listed above)- write it bigger each 

time you write it.  

 

Activity 2: Thanksgiving YouTube Video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IHYo2B14JY


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
Thursday, November 26 

Study 

Mark 13:31 

31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

The church year ended with Christ the King Sunday just last week. But now, a new year begins. Last year we 
spent our time in the gospel of Matthew. This year we will be spending time in the gospel of Mark and the 
gospel of John. We use a three-year lectionary and we are currently in year 2 of that cycle. So, we begin the 
new church year in the gospel of Mark as Jesus is discussing the end of the age with his disciples. Jesus has 
been teaching his disciples about signs that will come to signal the end of the age. There will be false christs 
and false prophets. There will be wars and rumors of wars. There will be devastating natural disasters. There 
will be division between nations and within families and Christians will be persecuted. A lot of what Jesus says 
sounds like what we find on the news! Well, ever since Jesus died and rose again, he ushered in the end of the 
age. He will come again, but now we live in the midst of this hurting world that is awaiting the return of its 
savior. Where can we place our hope when it feels like everything else is crashing down around us? Jesus tells 
us. “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” Here we find our solid ground. Jesus 
isn’t just saying that his words will have a big impact on society or that you are going to find his teaching on 
the New York bestseller list for the rest of time. He’s making a much bigger claim. Consider God’s word in 
Isaiah, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever,” (Isaiah 40:8). Jesus is 
claiming that his word is on par with the word of God. We have faith in him that he is the Son of God. We 
know that what Jesus is saying is certainly true. We can see the power of this word from Christ in his death 
and resurrection. Jesus said himself that he must, “be killed, and after three days rise again,” (Mark 8:31). And 
what happened? Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried. On the third day, he rose again according to the 
Scriptures. The word of God had power to raise Jesus Christ from the dead. Everything around us might be 
uncertain, but we can always trust in God’s word for it is trustworthy and true. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, teach us more and more to trust in your word. Help us to remember the 
things that you teach us to comfort our souls and to offer help to our neighbor. We ask this in Jesus’ name, 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

 
Friday, November 27 

Hymn Devotion:  Prepare the Royal Highway 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 13: 24-37 

History:  Sweden is responsible for one of Christianty’s favorite Advent carols: “Prepare the Royal Highway.” 

Franz Michael Franzén, who was born in Finland in 1772, became a priest in Stockholm and was ultimately 

consecrated as a bishop in 1841; he died in Härnösand, Sweden in 1847 after a life of prolific poetry and hymn 

writing. Set to an old Swedish folk melody that dates around 1560, the tune first appeared in Swenska 

Psalmboken, a hymnal published in Stockholm in 1697.  Franzén’s lyrics were put to this tune of “Bereden väg 

för herran” (Prepare the way for the king, or prepare the royal highway) in the 1812 edition which created the 

beloved carol we sing today. It has been published in hymnals all over the Christian world and has been 

performed by countless choirs and instrumental groups of all kinds.  

Devotion: This song is generally sung in Advent as we make preparations for the birth of our King.  However, if 

you look further at the lyrics of this hymn, it points us to Holy Week and Christ’s reason for coming. In our 

Gospel reading from Mark 13, we are told to be prepared.  “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 

the time will come.” (v. 33) When you know someone is coming to visit, do you prepare?  What if you do not 

know when they are coming? How would you prepare?  The scripture continues with these words:  34It is like 

a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” v. 34-37) How 

then do we prepare?  Be awake in Christ Jesus! We need to live our lives according to His will and serve Him in 

all our ways.  We prepare our thoughts and minds for His coming by believing in and following Him as our Lord 

and Savior.  It is important to remember, though, that Christ did not come to be our earthly king as many 

people thought on Palm Sunday.  Instead, He came to save the entire human race and to be our eternal King. 

So throughout this Advent and Christmas season, while we are focusing on the birth of Christ and preparing 

for His coming, remember the reason He came: to suffer and die for us and for our salvation. Therefore, we 

must also be prepared for His second coming when we experience eternal life Him in all His glory. 

 

Prepare the royal highway; 

The King of kings is near! 

Let every hill and valley 

A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, 

Foretold in sacred story; 

 

Chorus 

Hosanna to the Lord, 

For he fulfills God’s Word! 

 

 



God’s people, see him coming: 

Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 

Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you! (Chorus) 

 

Then fling the gates wide open 

To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet every nation 

Its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; 

Their voices join your singing: (Chorus) 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; 

It comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

For kindness to abounding: (Chorus) 

 

PRAYER:  Heavenly Father. We thank you, Lord, for sending Your beloved Son to save us from sin and give us 

eternal life with You.  As we anticipate the birth of Jesus during this Advent season, remind us to not only 

celebrate His coming as a baby, but tune our hearts and minds on the reason He came.  Help fix our hearts and 

minds in such a way that we focus on the purpose for Jesus’ birth not just during the Advent and Christmas 

season but through our words and deeds in our everyday life. In doing so, we can be truly prepared for the 

coming of Christ.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Sources: http://www.nordstjernan.com/news/traditions/7695/ 

               http://willyorwonthe.blogspot.com/2014/11/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nordstjernan.com/news/traditions/7695/
http://willyorwonthe.blogspot.com/2014/11/


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 
Saturday, November 28  

Prepare for Worship 

1 Corinthians 1:7-8 

7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There’s a three-year-old who was cautiously making his way down the steps with his father when all of a 
sudden, he said, “Wait!” His father said, “Okay.” He knew he was up to something. “What do you want?” “I 
want to hold your hand down the steps.” The little boy replied. Sometime we feel alone and afraid of the 
unknown in this world, but our Heavenly Father is always there waiting for us. It isn’t easy to place our trust in 
One whom we cannot see, until we realize He has always been trying to show Himself to us, through the eyes 
of faith. It is difficult to cling to the faith Christ has given you, in the face of loneliness to remember the 
promise that holds onto us in Christ. “9you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its 
farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 

10do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:9-10) 

We have nothing to fear, the LORD (Yahweh) “Is our God!” The Lord who has chosen you promises that He will 
strengthen, help you and uphold you with His victorious right hand. You may wonder is that enough? Look at 
God’s track record. He didn’t fail Enoch, Abraham, Noah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, King David, Samuel and 
the prophets he won’t fail you. (Hebrews 11:1-40) These aren’t promises of some distant made up god to help 
us feel better. This Is the promise of the one true God of heaven and earth and all that exists. He 
promises, “13For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand; it is I who say to you, “Do not fear, I will help 
you.” (Isaiah 41:13) He (God) holds onto your right hand. He provides you with every spiritual gift and holds us 
until that day we see Him face to face. He is able to accomplish all things. He is our refuge and our strength 
very present in the time of trouble. 

“1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the 
sea; 

3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 

6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah” (Psalm 46:1-7) 

God is still at work in the world, bringing about His will and purpose in all things. He makes wars cease, breaks 
the bow, shatters the spear, burns the shields with fire, “10“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted 
among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 

11The LORD (Yahweh, “The I AM) of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

Almighty God, remind me today that You are holding onto my right hand, You are always there to 
strengthen, help and uphold me even when I don’t realize it. Guide me today to place my trust in You and to 
not be afraid. Amen 



 Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, November 29  

Praise 

Isaiah 64:1 

1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,  
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence 

I was searching for sermon illustrations on “Revelations on God.” On one website when I searched the word, 
“Revelation” below the word Revelation it said, “NO NEW REVELATIONS HERE YET.” I had to laugh. That just 
about sums it us. We walk through life looking for a New Revelation about who God is, who He is right now, 
what He’s doing in the world and my life, and we forget that the Revelation of who God Is, starts and finishes 
in the Scriptures. “NO NEW REVELATIONS HERE YET.” 

Isaiah is looking for a “New Revelation of God!” Isaiah wants a sign that God still has a yearning heart and 
compassion for Israel. He calls for God, “Look down from heaven and see, from your holy and glorious 
habitation. Where are your zeal and your mighty? The yearning of your heart and your compassion? They 
are withheld from me.” (Isaiah 63:15) Jerusalem is conquered and destroyed by the Babylonian and the best 
and brightest enslaved and taken to Babylonia. You hear the echoes of Psalm 22 in Isaiah 63:15. Psalm 22 was 
written about 1,200 tears before Isaiah wrote Chapter 63 and 64, “My God, My God why have you forsaken 
me?” (Psalm 22:1) 

So, Isaiah pleads with God, “Oh, just tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence.” (Is. 64:1) A better translation is, “had you ripped open the heavens, and had You 
(GOD) descended, mountains would have dripped, (melted, turned to molten rock) before you.” (Is. 
64:1) Show Yourself God, so that our oppressors would be terrified by the sight of what You can do. He 
showed Himself to Israel through “great and awesome things.” (Deut. 10:21) God could have done that. He 
could do anything God desires, but it wouldn’t unite the people and encourage them to have faith and trust in 
God. bring about faith in the people. Instead, 70 years after Israel is taken captive by Babylon one man, 
Nehemiah brings the people back to Jerusalem and builds the wall. He started building the wall alone rock by 
rock, and the people joined, because they considered his effort an embarrassment. God works in mysterious 
ways. 

God works in our lives that way too. It isn’t in shows of great power or great portents from heaven that God 
speaks to us. It’s the “still small voice.” (1 Kings 19:12) We don’t need grand Revelations. He comes to us in 
His Word and through the Holy Spirit to guide us, as we follow Christ Jesus our Lord. He calls us to something 
amazing, so we cannot help but give Him honor and praise every day. 

Almighty God, turn my heart toward You, that I may see You working in the everyday things around me. 
Help me to trust in Your promises in the Scriptures as you hold on to me today. Amen 

 


