
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, May 3  

Listen 

Acts 10:44 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 

This was the first time that Peter witnessed God saving people that were not Jewish. Peter barely got through 
his proclamation of the Gospel before God sent his Holy Spirit to fill those who were hearing. In fact, it was 
“while Peter was still speaking.” We don’t always know who will turn and receive the Gospel. Here, we see just 
how much God anticipated the salvation of these Gentiles. He was crouching, waiting to pounce, and jumped 
at the opportunity not even waiting for Peter to get done preaching! If anyone interrupted a sermon during a 
worship service, we would think, “How rude!” When God interrupts Peter’s preaching by giving the Holy Spirit, 
we think, “Praise our good and gracious God! Salvation has waited long enough.” 

  

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Acts: 

Have you ever been interrupted by God? 

How do you feel about waiting on God for salvation? What about for those that you love? 

Go back and read Peter’s sermon (Acts 10:34-43). What surprised you? 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, May 4  

Pray 

Psalm 98:2 

2 The Lord has made known his victory; 
    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 

The Jewish people knew that their God was an international God. He worked with Israel in particular while he 
kept an eye on all the nations of the Earth. In this song of praise from Psalm 98, we see this worshipper look 
forward to a time when God would reveal salvation “in the sight of the nations.” This verse perfectly 
summarizes what takes place in the book of Acts. The Lord was making known his victory through his son Jesus 
Christ. Just yesterday, we read how the Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles who heard the good news. This is how 
God reveals “his vindication in the sight of the nations.” It’s not as if we were in a football stadium and the 
jumbotron finally revealed to us in the nosebleeds who was going to be performing for half time. Instead, God 
works in smaller groups to make a personal and intimate impact on people through the Holy Spirit. Just 
because God has all the nations in mind doesn’t mean that some people have better seats to get in on the 
action. No, God’s Spirit makes a personal and intimate connection for every child God claims as his own. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

God is patient, but he is waiting with anticipation for us to hear and believe the Gospel. 

Should we think about how close we feel to God? How much closer can one get to God if the Holy Spirit dwells 
in us? 

The Lord has made his home in you and this is how he is reaching the nations. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit into 
my life. The Gospel has become good news and music to my ears. You want to make yourself known to all 
people. Give me a willing spirit to help my neighbor so that they might one day be filled with your Spirit and 
believe in the Gospel we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, May 5 

 

John 15:12 
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
  
Love. It’s a word that gets tossed around a lot. “I love that color!” “I love pizza!” “I love ____!” We all love, but 
sometimes we treat it as just another word in our vocabulary and forget the weight or the power that the 
word has. 
In this week’s Gospel, John writes the words that Jesus has spoken about love. It’s not just any love that he is 
writing about, it’s God’s love. God loved His only Son so much that He sent Him to us, and Jesus loved us so 
much that He died for all of our sins. It’s a love that knows no bounds, an immeasurable love that surrounds 
each and every one of us at every moment of every day. And with that love Jesus has commanded us to love 
each other just as He has loved us- unconditionally. Jesus hasn’t judged us for the rights or wrongs that we 
have done. He loves us through it all and we should abide in His commandment and do the same. 
  
Activity 1: Write today’s Bible verse, in your journal, in the shape of a heart. 
Activity 2: Pray over the words of this week’s Gospel, that you may love others just as Jesus loves you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, May 6 

Study 

1 John 5:1 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 
loves the child. 

This first letter of John has been telling us about what it’s like when we become a child of God. Our sins have 
been forgiven and we walk with our Heavenly Father who sent his own Son to light up our lives. Love comes 
up again and again throughout this letter from John. Unfortunately, when we as Christians hear about Love, 
we can run off into the ditch and lose the road of faith we were traveling on. 

This happens in one way when we use this Scripture to condemn ourselves and use it as a ruler to measure 
our own Christian love. It is a terrible, terrible thing, but there are those of us who have a hard time believing 
that God has really chosen us to be his children. So, we look at the lack of love we might have for another and 
we use this to say, “See, I’m not so sure that God’s sure about saving me.” And then, instead of being selfless, 
we are being selfish and only concerned with whether God’s going to save us or not. So, we shouldn’t 
entertain this kind of thinking. We can also swing wide off the road of faith in the other direction. We can use 
this as a ruler to measure the Christian love that other people ought to have. But this is not how Christians are 
made! Christians are not Christian by “measuring up” to any standard. In fact, it’s quite the opposite. We all 
“miss the mark” and have to be forgiven for the sin we have in our lives. Measuring anyone by the ruler will 
never make them anymore “Christian” because it doesn’t give them what they really need—forgiveness. 

So, how is John talking about love in this verse? John is telling us that Love comes out of a Christian, a person 
who has faith. “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith,” (1 John 5:4). John tells us what the world is earlier in his letter, “the desires 
of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life,” (1 John 2:16). This is the exact opposite of love. The 
world is all about wanting more and more and more. Finally, it ends in proving to others that we figured out 
how to live a good life, the “pride of life.” Love, on the other hand, is all about giving what we have and who 
we are for the sake of others. Finally, it ends in being content with whatever lowly position we had in life 
knowing that God loves us all the same. This love comes out of faith. This faith overcomes the world and frees 
us to love God and our neighbor. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your Son to bring light into our lives. We know we 
have sinned against you, but we confess it! And we rejoice in your loving kindness to forgive our sins. Give us a 
humble heart to be thankful for the life you have given us so that we might love you and our neighbor in Jesus’ 
name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30608a


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, May 7 

Hymn Devotion:  One There Is, above All Others 

Scripture: John 15:12-15 

History:  This hymn by John Newton (1725–1807) was first published in Olney Hymns in 1779. The original text 

consisted of six stanzas of six lines, without music. It was headed “A friend that sticketh closer than a brother” 

and was based on Proverbs 18:24: “One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who 

sticks closer than a brother.” As this text was set to various tunes, the lyrics were adapted to fit the meter.  Our 

Lutheran Book of Worship uses three stanzas of the song set to the tune AMEN, JESUS HAN SKAL RAADE.  

However, the meter of the song allows it to be sung to a more familiar melody, IRBY, which is used for the hymn 

“Once in Royal David’s City”.  This Sunday, we will be using the tune IRBY to this hymn of the day. 

 

1 One there is, above all others, 

Well deserves the name of friend; 

His is love beyond a brother’s, 

Costly, free, and knows no end: 

They who once his kindness prove 

Find it everlasting love. 

 

2 Which of all our friends, to save us, 

Could or would have shed his blood? 

But this Savior died to have us 

Reconciled in him to God: 

This was boundless love indeed; 

Jesus is the friend we need. 

 

3 When he lived on earth, they scorned him; 

"Friend of sinners" was his name. 

Though the angels have adored him, 

Still he answers to that claim; 

Still he calls them dearest friends 

And to all their needs attends. 

 

DEVOTION:  This song truly focuses on the importance of good friendships.  Newton evidently had in mind that 

this friend was Christ, an idea reflected in this week’s Gospel: My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do 

what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 

have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. (John 15:12–15) 

When we reflect on those people who we consider our dear friends, what qualities do they possess? We are so 

grateful for these friends who bless our lives with happiness, compassion, love, kindness, and the list goes on.  

Isn’t it wonderful, though, to know that our friendship in Jesus is the most perfect friendship? He provides us 

https://www.hymnologyarchive.com/john-newton


with all the same qualities we have in our earthly friends and even more!! What a treasure to be able to call 

Him friend!! Let us follow His great commandment to love others as He has loved us!! 

 

Prayer:  Our Lord and Friend… we thank You for all your blessings and for being the true example of how to love 

one another.  Help us to share our love with our neighbors and to love each other as You love us.  In Your name 

we pray. AMEN. 

 

Source: https://www.hymnologyarchive.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, May 8 

Prepare for Worship 

1 John 5:4 

4 …for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 

We often think that victory is about conquering the things that challenge us that we might have the final say 
about our lives. We forget that the victory has already been given to us through faith in Jesus Christ. What we 
worry about in this world pales in comparison to what God has given us through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Still, we live between two worlds looking forward to the promises Christ has given us and our present lives. 
We are called to balance both our lives in this world while looking forward to when we will see God “face to 
face.” We are His children and we have a home. 

It’s God who has given us the victory and a new birth, through faith in Jesus the Messiah. “Everyone who 
believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,” (1 John 5:1a) We’re given a different perspective from 
the rest of the world. After all, “…our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the 
body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.” (Philippians 
3:20-21) 

We measure our success by different standards than the world does. He has claimed us as His own. 

Almighty God, remind me today that the victory has been won in Jesus Christ my Lord. He has claimed me as 
His own and will guide me today and forever. Give me patience with others understanding when I am 
shortsighted and wisdom to follow Your word. In Jesus name. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, May 9 

Praise 

John 15:13 

13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

Loving others by giving your life is something that is rarely seen, but we have been called to serve all people. 
We’ve been called to be the servant of the servant. “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) Jesus calls us to be His servants in the world. As His disciples we understand 
that we are to give our time, our money and our talents that another may have the opportunity to hear the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This means that we are called to place ourselves second and Christ first in our lives. We 
only have one life to live, but Christ guides us to make the most of that life we have. 

When we consider another’s needs ahead of ourselves, we begin to understand what Christ has called us to in 
this world. It isn’t about ourselves, what we accomplish, what we have planned or what we desire, it’s that we 
may be of use to the Master who is Jesus Christ our Lord, who was there in the beginning when everything 
was created, who sustains us in this life with what we need from day to day and He guides us that we can 
make a difference in this world, not by what we have done, but by what He is doing in and through our lives. 

Our lives are not our own, but our lives are to be a reflection of our Master and Lord’s life which he freely gave 
that we may one day live with Him forever. Our perspective of life makes all of the difference. 

Lord Jesus, help me to see the opportunities right in front of me to make a difference in this world. Remind 
me that You have called me to be of service to You and all who call upon me, to the glory of God. Amen 

  

 


