
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, May 24  

Listen 

John 3:5 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit.” 

Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus how one enters the kingdom of God. Jesus isn’t just looking for “warm 
bodies” to fill the pews. He tells Nicodemus that it won’t cut it for someone to be alive and breathing. Instead, 
they must be “born again,” (John 3:3). This is important for us to hear, but it can leave us wondering, “I am in 
the kingdom? Have I been born again, or not?” Nicodemus is stuck asking Jesus mechanical questions about 
salvation. “How does this work?” There’s a difference between sitting in a class hearing an instructor talk 
about how a combustion engine works and getting the chance to drive a zippy sports car. Nicodemus wants to 
sit in on the class of salvation, but he has no idea how to get in the car to have his life driven by salvation! 
Listening to this conversation between Nicodemus and Jesus, we will be driven to ask a second question. “How 
does this work for me?” We hear this conversation and it stirs up a longing in our hearts for this new birth of 
water and Spirit. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Acts: 

Do you remember how Jesus makes his disciples be born again into the kingdom? (John 20:22) 

Remember what Luther says about baptism that it is water and the word that make up the sacrament. 

We understand that God fills us with the Spirit at our Baptism. This is what it means to be born of “water and 
Spirit.” 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, May 25  

Pray 

Romans 8:15 

15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, “Abba![m] Father!” 

Jesus has told us how to enter into the kingdom of God. On top of that, the Heavenly Father has claimed us in 
baptism filling us with the Holy Spirit. What effect will this have on a believer’s life? Well, even though we are 
full of the Spirit, the world is still full of evil and every opportunity for us to get caught in throws of sin, 
whether an accident or on purpose. We are all tempted to slide into slavery being controlled by fear. We see 
evil out in the world and we try to insulate ourselves from it and come up with plans to avoid it. There is 
judgement waiting in our hearts for anyone who frustrates our plans for safety and security. Or, we find ways 
to cope and escape from the pain of this life unable to muster the strength on our own to face all that a given 
day might bring. We all are familiar with our chosen slavery that leaves us gripped by fear. But praise God that 
he has given us a new Spirit. We might be too quick to think that if our problem is slavery, then the answer 
must be freedom! But we see that God’s answer to our spirit of slavery is not “freedom” in this case, but a 
spirit of adoption. Now, we have someone to turn to outside of ourselves for safety and security. Now, we 
have someone to turn to when life’s burdens get too heavy to bear. Although we might cry out to our 
Heavenly Father in a moment of weakness, our cry moves our mighty God to act in strength and power for his 
beloved children. 

Take 2 minutes, pray, and consider what God has been teaching you: 

Remember that you received the Holy Spirit in baptism. 

We have been adopted as God’s children. 

A spirit of slavery leads to fear, but our spirit of adoption leads to hope. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we thank you for filling us with the Holy 
Spirit. We are relieved to call you Father and we come to you with every burden and care that rests on our 
hearts. You know what the world is like and we are worn down with worry and tempted to fear with every step 
we take. Hear our cry to you we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28117m


Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, May 26 

Matthew 28:19 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 
Summer is upon us!! 
 
After Jesus died and rose, He didn’t stay hidden or just meet up with the disciples to say “See. I told you I 
would come back to life.”. No, he spoke to them and told them to go forth and teach the people about God 
and baptize them. Just as some of our programs wrap up for the summer months, it doesn’t mean that we put 
our faith on hold. Just the opposite really. It’s a great time to go forth and do God’s will and to be His disciples. 
 
As you write today’s verse in your Bible journal, I challenge you to think about how you can be a disciple of 
Jesus. How you can go forth and tell others the Good News?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, May 27  

Study 

Isaiah 6:6-7 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. 7 The seraph[b] touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 
has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 

Some of the Old Testament prophets were given visions of God seated on his throne in heaven. This is exactly 
what Isaiah was experiencing in these verses. He was caught up into a heavenly worship service where God 
was seated on a throne and angels were confessing the holiness of our Lord. Visions like these can fill us with 
wonder. It’s easy to think, “If only I could have been there to see what Isaiah saw, that would be enough.” But 
Isaiah wasn’t captivated by wonder. He was gripped by fear to stand in the presence of God, “Woe is me! For I 
am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” (Isaiah 6:5) The angels were wise enough to cover their eyes with their own 
wings, but Isaiah had no wings and certainly no “halo,” for he was “a man of unclean lips.” 

The first five chapters of Isaiah contain sermons of judgement against the Israelite people. One might think, 
“Good for you Isaiah! Rising above all the sin of your day. You’re a real hero!” But this is not what Isaiah thinks 
when he finds himself in the very presence of God. He realizes that he’s just like all the rest, sinful and 
unclean. We’re reminded that God is the hero in this story. It’s not the Israelite people and it’s not even Isaiah. 
God is the one who saves. 

We can also find it encouraging that God makes a point to tell us exactly what he has done when he has 
cleansed Isaiah from his sin. God first gives Isaiah a sign, a hot coal taken from the altar was brought to touch 
Isaiah where he knew he was most unlike God, his mouth. In case Isaiah might have misunderstood, it was 
made clear with the word, “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out.” This is exactly what takes place for us as we come again and again to communion! We can see with our 
own eyes the body and the blood of Christ in the bread and the wine. We taste it and there’s no doubting that 
it has actually gotten into us. And the word comes along to say that all this was for, “the forgiveness of sins.” 
God is still the hero in our story. He is the one who saves and tells us plainly what he has done for us. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we know that you are the savior. None of us deserve to stand in your 
presence. But you have made yourself our savior by sending your Son to die for our sin and to be raised for our 
justification. Help us to have a holy fear and awe for your majesty, in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 
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Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, May 28 
 
Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
 
Scripture: 1 Kings 19:11-13 
 
And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was 
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. And when Eli′jah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.  
 
History:  John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) grew up on a farm in Massachusetts.  While he did not have the 
advantage of a higher education, a teacher in the district school that he attended as a boy introduced him to 
poetry.  He became particularly fond of the poetry of Robert Burns and became a well-known poet himself.  
Whittier was a lifelong Quaker whose faith shaped his life and much of his writing.  He didn’t intend to write 
hymns for two reasons:  First, he didn’t feel competent musically.  Second, in his Quaker tradition, hymns 
were not sung in worship.  Nevertheless, several of his poems were set to music by other people.  Many 
modern hymnals include one or two of his hymns, but “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” is the only one that 
has had nearly universal acceptance. 
 
The verses of this hymn come toward the end of his longer poem entitled, “The Brewing of Soma.”  Soma was 
an intoxicating drink used in Hindu worship to induce religious frenzy. The latter part of the poem was set in 
1924 by Dr. George Gilbert Stocks to the tune of Repton by English composer Hubert Parry from the 1888 
oratorio Judith. In our hymn book, it is sung to the tune of Rest, by Frederick Maker and title “Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind”.   
 
1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our fev'rish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives thy service find, 
In deeper rev'rence, praise. 
 
2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow thee. 
 
3 Oh, Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
Oh, calm of hills above; 
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
The silence of eternity, 
Interpreted by love! 
 
4 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace 
 
5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm! 
 
 
 
 
 



Devotion:  On its own, this hymn appears sentimental, though in the context of the entire poem, the stanzas 
make greater sense.  The stanzas used in this hymn are intended to be a contrast to the fevered spirit of pre-
Christian worship and that of some modern Christians. Whittier, who was appalled at the frenzied revivalism 
of his day, asks God to “Forgive our feverish ways.”  What is meant by “feverish”?  The meaning of the word 
feverish is defined as “activity done extremely quickly, often in a state of nervousness or excitement because 
you want to finish it as soon as possible.” [1] Whittier continues his poem with the words “reclothing us in a 
rightful mind” and other quiet qualities of religious devotion—” purer lives”—” deeper reverence”—and 
“simple trust”— all qualities that he learned from his Quaker faith. The hymn continuously emphasizes the 
calmness and peace with which to worship God.  The fourth stanza uses the scripture of 1 Kings 19:11-13, with 
special focus on verse 12: “And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire:  and after the fire 
a still small voice.”  How many times has our life been in chaos or things around us feel out of control because 
we try to solve things on our own or just try to get things done? The final phrase of the song states: “speak 
through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm.” The words in this hymn and the scripture 
are a strong reminder to rest in the Lord and find peace in Him.  
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father.  We are so grateful for Your calming presence in our life.  Help us to turn to You and 
find peace when our days get chaotic and we feel frenzied.  Forgive us for our feverish ways and help us to 
remember that You are the source of calmness in which we will find our rest.  In Your name we pray.  AMEN. 
 
Sources:   
Richard Niell Donovan © 2007 - www.sermonwriter.com 
www.wikipedia.org 
[1] collinsdictionary.com 
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Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, May 29 
 
Prepare for Worship 

Romans 8:16-17 

16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him. 

With all the voices we hear in this world, “I’m not good enough.” “You can do better.” It was a good try.” 
Maybe next time.” We listen to the Shepherd, to God whose Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God. If we are His children, then we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. Following Him, 
means that we are called to be servants of the servant. There is no one beneath us. We are always called to 
place ourselves second to God/Jesus Christ/The Holy Spirit, third to our neighbor, then ourselves. 

We like to limit the understanding of who our neighbor is, but Jesus makes it clear. Jesus asked the lawyer of 
the law who was the neighbor the priest, the Levite or the Samaritan, in the story of the Good Samaritan. Is 
the neighbor the two who were righteous, who ministered to the Lord and remained pure, or the outcast 
Samaritan who served the one in need. The lawyer of the law answered, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:37) 

It isn’t about who is holy or righteous, right or wrong, we are called into service of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, our very lives are His to be lived to His glory. We are to love others as Jesus Christ has loved us. “I give 
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34) 

Today ask yourself who is my neighbor and how can I help others to see the hope that I have in Jesus Christ. 
“(God’s) very Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, if children, then heirs, heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8:16-17) We have been called to serve God and all people. 

Almighty God, thank you for sending Your Holy Spirit that I may know the promises You have given are for 
me. Guide me to live within that hope that one day I may know the glory of Your presence. Until that day, 
may I serve You and all who need You help. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, May 30 
 

Praise 

Psalm 29:1-2 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,  
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;  
    worship the LORD in holy splendor. 

This Psalm isn’t a tranquil Psalm or a Psalm of lament and wailing. It’s a Psalm to be read after a storm. It is a 
Psalm that shows the fullness of the LORD’s power and might. It shows the power of the One True God, the 
True King. Only God is all powerful, Omnipotent. He alone is worthy to be treated with fear, honor and 
respect. 

In C.S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia, “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe,” Susan is talking to the Bever 
about Aslan the Lion who represents God/Jesus Christ. 

“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion.” “Ooh” said Susan. “I’d thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall 
feel rather nervous about meeting a lion” …” Safe?” said Mr. Beaver …” Who said anything about safe? 
‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

The voice of the “Lord is powerful,” (Psalm 29:4) “the God of glory thunders.” (Ps.29:3) It “breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon,” (Psalm 29:5) “flashes for the flames of fire,” (Psalm 29:7) “shakes the wilderness,” (Psalm 29:8) 
“causes oaks to whirl,” (Psalm 29:9) “strips the forest bare,” (Psalm 29:9) “sits enthroned over the flood as 
King forever.” (Psalm 29:10) All in His temple, all in heaven say, “Glory!” ((Psalm 29:9) Only God has power 
over all things and all things are subject to Him. 

Just one of the images we see in Psalm 29 ae the cedars of Lebanon. The cedars of Lebanon still stand today. 
Only about 25% of them remain. They once covered the mountains of Lebanon, and they have survived for 
over five thousand years. were a vast forest standing over 130 feet tall, 8 feet in diameter. King Solomon built 
the Temple in Jerusalem using the cedars of Lebanon, and the Phoenicians build their ships out of them. They 
are still today a symbol of resilience, immortality, strength and glory. Yet when God speaks, He “breaks the 
cedars of Lebanon,” (Psalm 29:5) In His presence, just with His voice He breaks the indestructible trees. This is 
the one who calls us to worship. “The LORD sits enthroned as King forever.” (Ps. 29:10b) He alone graces His 
people with strength and blessing. He is LORD of all! 

Almighty God, there is none like You. You have power over all things and who can stand in Your presence. 
Yet, You have showed Your love for us through Your Son Jesus Christ and You provide us with everything we 
need. Each and every day You show Your love to us in so many ways. You are always there to lead and guide 
us and are present in time of trouble. May we come into Your presence today with awe and wonder and 
may we give You glory, honor and praise for all that You are! Amen 

  

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, May 31 
 

Listen 
 
Mark 3:27 
27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; 
then indeed the house can be plundered. 
 
Jesus has just been accused of being possessed by the devil as if he was casting out demons through the 
power of Satan. In his wisdom, he confronts the Pharisees on their ridiculous charge in asking, “How can Satan 
cast out Satan?” (Mark 3:23). Jesus then corrects their understanding for those who are able to hear. Satan is 
in fact a strong man who has imprisoned many within his house. Jesus is not acting as one of his workers, but 
comes in from outside the house to bind this strong man and “plunder” what was being held captive there. 
This is what has happened for us who believe in Jesus Christ. We were imprisoned in Satan’s house, but Christ 
has broken in, rendered Satan and all of his powers useless, and freed us to live in the household of God. This 
is what we see throughout the gospels and Jesus continues to work in our lives in this way. 
 
Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Mark: 
What reason did the Pharisees have for accusing Jesus of working for Satan? 
Did you know that Jesus bound Satan in order to save you? 
You can watch how Mark describes the work of Jesus binding Satan in any of his miracles, read Mark 1:29-34 
to see how it's done. 
 


