
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, May 17  

Listen 

John 16:13 

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but 
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 

Looking ahead to our celebration of Pentecost, we are reminded that the Spirit of truth has come. We know 
that the Holy Spirit is given to every believer so that they can rest in the forgiveness of sins and hope for 
eternal life in Jesus Christ. Jesus teaching his disciples about what will come, teaches us about what has 
already taken place. This Spirit of truth that has been given is not a rogue spirit that goes off on its own 
separate from the Father and the Son, “for he will not speak on his own.” Instead, he has been entrusted to 
relay everything that the Father has given to the Son. Jesus lets us know that the Spirit will convict us of sin, 
righteousness, and judgement. Look back at the Scripture, and you might be surprised by what Jesus has to 
say about these things. (John 16:8-11) 

  

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Acts: 

Would you be comfortable telling someone else that you have heard something from the Holy Spirit? 

Where’s the small print? Does Jesus give us any requirements to accomplish before hearing from the Spirit? 

Does the Spirit get to come up with his own material? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, May 18  

Pray 

Romans 8:23 

23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

Scripture gives us all kinds of words to describe what takes place in prayer. The picture of rising incense is the 
metaphor that we are so familiar with through the time of Lent. We don’t always associate what we find here 
in the book of Romans with prayer. Prayer is likened to groaning. We might think, “If prayer has to do with 
groaning, then I’m praying a lot more than I realized!” We find ourselves groaning about aches and pains, the 
way the world is going, and mistakes that are made by family and friends. So, prayer must have something to 
do with all the things that are wrong with the world—all the things we groan about, right? That’s half the 
picture. Paul is actually talking about groaning like a mother who is with child. There are some things that a 
mother might groan about while carrying around an infant in her tummy. But this groaning has a different 
dimension to it. The groaning happens, not only because a mother wants something to end, but she groans in 
hopeful anticipation of the life that will begin when the newborn arrives. This is the full picture of prayer. Not 
just looking for this old life to end, but anticipating with hope our new life to begin. 

Take 2 minutes, pray, and consider what God has been teaching you: 

God has direct communication with you through the Spirit. 

God has given you a heightened sense of what’s wrong with the world by promising you new life after death. 

We’re stuck in the middle of having the Holy Spirit while being in this old world hampered by sin, death, and 
the devil. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we groan as we wait for the new creation 
where you will right every wrong. We understand that the hope makes all this hardship that much clearer, but 
we are thankful for the promises that you have given us in Christ. Help us to look forward to what you will do 
with patience we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, May 19 

 

Psalm 139:14 

14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well. 

 

This is a popular verse for daily affirmations, sayings, pictures, t-shirts, and knick-knacks- especially the first 

part of the verse “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”. While those words are great and feel-good, they 

aren’t the whole verse. We must start at the beginning of it and praise our great and mighty Lord for making 

us, guiding us, and loving us. We must believe in Him, with our whole heart. He deserves our thanks and 

praise, because His works are absolutely amazing. 

 

Read these words, say these words, listen to the words and feel them wrap around you and settle in to you. 

Everything that God has made is wonderful, especially you! Marvelous are His works!! 

 

 

Activity: Highlight today’s verse in your Bible. If you like to journal in your Bible, the image attached is a nice 

inspiration for today’s verse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday, May 20  

Study 

John 16:14-15 

14 [The Spirit of Truth] will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason, I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

In our mission statement as Saving Grace Lutheran Church, we affirm the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Throughout a worship service, we recognize the work of God by saying, “in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, Amen.” Over hundreds of years, theologians and pastors have agreed that “Trinity” is the best way 
to talk about who our God is. We confess the Apostle’s creed at every worship service. You might have already 
realized that it is organized around our Trinitarian God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The two other creeds that 
we find in our Lutheran Confessions (The Nicene and Athanasian Creeds) focus on who our God is as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

It’s from passages like this one in the gospel of John that we find what the Scriptures teach about our God 
being Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus is telling his disciples what life will be like after he goes to the cross. 
He tells them that he has to go so that the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, will come. Here’s how we can 
understand the relationship between the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father has given everything 
over to his Son and now the Spirit takes all that belongs to the Son and declares it to us. 

On Monday, we recognized that the Holy Spirit isn’t making up his own material. Instead, we see that he is 
delivering the goods straight from Jesus to us. This is how the Holy Spirit works in our lives. We don’t have to 
wonder what God thinks when it comes to sin, righteousness, and judgement. We have our Comforter, the 
Spirit of Truth who declares what Christ has done so that we would be set free to believe Jesus, love God, and 
love our neighbor. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are thankful that you have made your Gospel come alive in our lives 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Apart from this Spirit of Truth, we would have no way of believing this 
good news about Jesus. Continue to guide our lives in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, May 21 

Hymn:  O Day Full of Grace 

Scripture:  Acts 2:1-4 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

 

History; The grace of God is the theme of the Danish folk hymn for Pentecost, “O Day Full of Grace”. Versions of 

this hymn were sung throughout Scandinavia prior to the Reformation. The earliest manuscript dates to about 

1450 and is in the library of the University of Uppsala, and the first Protestant hymnal to include it was Den 

danske Psalmebog in 1569. In 1826, as part of the commemoration of the thousandth anniversary of 

Christianity being brought to Denmark, Nikolai Grundtvig recast the hymn, and Lutheran hymnals of the late 

19th century and early 20th century in North America named Grundtvig as the hymn writer. Christoph Weyse 

wrote the tune, DEN SIGNEDE DAG, for this hymn in 1826 and is considered one of the grandest tunes to come 

out of Scandinavia. 

 

1.Oh day full of grace that now we see Appearing on earth’s horizon,  

Bring light from our God that we may be Replete in his joy this season.  

God, shine for us now in this dark place; Your name on our hearts emblazon.  

 

2. O day full of grace, O blessed time, our Lord on the earth arriving;  

Then came to the world that light sublime, great joy for us all retrieving;  

Ror Jesus all mortals did embrace, all shame and despair removing.  

 

3.For Christ bore our sins, and not his own, When he on the cross was hanging;  

And then he arose and moved the stone, That we, unto him belonging,  

Might join with angelic hosts to raise. Our voices in endless singing.  

 

4.God came to us then at Pentecost, His Spirit new life revealing,  

That we might no more from Him be lost, All darkness for us dispelling.  

His flame will the mark of sin efface And bring to us all His healing.  

 

5.When we on that final journey go That Christ is for us preparing,  

We’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, All joy of the heavens sharing,  

And walk in the light of God’s own place, with angels his name adoring. 

 

 

 



Devotion: What a joyous, happy event a birthday is! When a child is born, the family rejoices. A birthday is 

something to be remembered in a special way each year. The Day of Pentecost, the 50th day after Easter, is a 

birthday also. It is the birthday of the Christian church. What a memorable day that was! The disciples and a 

small group of other believers had gathered in a room in Jerusalem. There they heard the rushing, mighty wind, 

saw the tongues of fire, and received the gift of languages. These were the outward signs that the Holy Spirit 

had come as Jesus had promised. On that unforgettable day 3000 persons were baptized and added to the 

church.  From that beginning, the gospel of Jesus has been carried to all parts of the world. The Holy Spirit has 

continued to work in the hearts and minds of believers today through the means of grace, God’s Word and 

Sacraments. A gift so wondrous as the Holy Spirit is difficult for us to imagine. God has given us His Holy Spirit as 

a gift of grace. The word “grace” means favor given to us by God even though we have done nothing to deserve 

it. God’s gifts of love and mercy and kindness are given to us freely because Christ has paid the price for them 

by His perfect life and innocent death. What a gift to celebrate on Pentecost and always!!  

 

Prayer:  Holy Spirit. We thank you for your grace which you have so freely given to us, your believers.  As we 

celebrate the birthday of the church, help us remember how your Holy Spirit continues to fill the lives of all 

believers and be grateful for the gift of the grace we were given though the death and resurrection of your Son, 

Jesus Christ.  In Your heavenly name we pray. AMEN 

 

Source:  Pastor Shawn Stafford - May 17, 2013 

https://steadfastlutherans.org/2013/05/o-day-full-of-grace-a-scandinavian-hymn-for-pentecost/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, May 22  

Prepare for Worship 

Acts 2:17 

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my 

Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Acts 24:28) 

The disciples are witnesses to what Jesus has done, we are witnesses to what Jesus is doing through the Holy 

Spirit. We are called into the world to bring hope to those who have lost all hope. The Holy Spirit has come 

upon us that we may worship the Lord “in spirit and truth.” “23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship 

him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24) While Jesus is 

speaking with “the Samaritan woman at the well” and he responds how worship will be. True worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth. We know that we are called to worship the Lord in and through our 

spirit and in the truth that has come through Jesus Christ the Messiah. Jesus says “I am the way, the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) It starts with realizing that through Jesus 

Christ we are forgiven. Then understanding that the Holy Spirit is there to guide us. “When the Spirit of truth 

comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” (John 16:13) 

When we gather for worship, worship isn’t about dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s or worshiping God 

perfectly, it is about worshiping Him with our heart, soul, mind and strength. It’s okay to get lost in worship. 

To let all of the other distractions fade away and to give Him glory, honor and praise for all that He has done, is 

doing, and will do. He will lead us into all truth. 

Almighty God, as we gather for worship let all of the distractions of the world fade away that we may 

worship you in spirit and truth. You alone bring peace for today and hope for tomorrow. May I give you 

thanks and praise for all of the ways You have worked in my life in this past week. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, May 23  

Praise 

Psalm 104:30 

30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 

    and you renew the face of the ground. 

This Psalm is a Psalm of praise! “1Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You are 

clothed with honor and majesty, 2wrapped in light as with a garment.” Psalm 104:1-2a) It starts with 

glorifying God for who He Is. The LORD (YAHWEH) is very great, clothed in honor and majesty wrapped in light as 

with a garment. We start with who God is. He Is the essence of honor and majesty, not a reflection of honor 

and majesty we see in others, and He Is light itself complete in every manor and clothed in splendor. Nothing 

can hide from Him all is revealed. He illuminates all things and know our hearts and minds. He Is God! 

The heavens, the waters, clouds, winds, fire and flames, earth the deep of the ocean and the mountains earth 

all reflect who God Is and are His to command. When God sends forth His Holy Spirit all that we see is brought 

to life and renewed. So it is in our lives, when His Holy Spirit goes forth, God bring renewed life and His glory is 

seen once again. The writer of Psalm 104 responds in utter amazement, “I will sing to the LORD as long as I 

live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.” (Psalm 104:33) When we open our eyes to the splendor 

of what God has made around us, it brings us to sing praise to God as long as we live. Worship is an 

opportunity to set aside a moment in time to give God praise and thanksgiving for who He Is and all that He 

has done. 

Almighty God, open my eyes to see the splendor of all you have created and to glorify You for all You and 

done and who You are. Guide me this week to see You at work in my life renewing and giving me life that I 

may tell others of the amazing things You are doing. Amen 

 

 


