
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, March 8 

Listen 

Numbers 21:5 

 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 

Sometimes we get tired of the way things are. The Israelite people certainly got tired of hiking and camping in 
a desert for decades. There was no food (apart from the bread God rained down from heaven) and there was 
no water (apart from the water given by God from the rock). They just never took a liking to having their needs 
fulfilled by God at his discretion. So, if you don’t count all that God had done for them then, “there is no food 
and no water,” to speak of. God sent judgement against the people for this bitter comment. He sent serpents 
that killed some of the Israelite people. The people acknowledged their wrongdoing and pleaded with Moses 
that God would relent. God commanded Moses to craft a bronze snake on the end of a pole. “So Moses made 
a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and 
live,” (Numbers 21:9). These people were upset with what they were seeing: death, the same old food, and 
just enough water for their needs. So, God gave them something to look at, a bronze serpent. They had no 
idea how much their complaining was killing them until God made it very apparent. Life isn’t better if we hold 
grudges against God. We need something to hold onto, something to fix our eyes on that helps us realize 
God’s not actually out to get us. Instead, he’s out to save us. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Numbers: 

Did the Israelite’s have good reason to complain? (Did God really bring them to die out in the wilderness?) 
Numbers 14:20-23 

When’s the last time you complained? 

Have you ever felt like life is out to get you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday March 9 

Pray 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life. 

Have you ever tried to sit in a chair only to find it collapsed underneath you with your bottom on the ground? 
It hurts the tail bone and it hurts one’s pride. A good chair does what it was created to do, stand up while 
somebody else sits on it. God has crafted us, not so that we could be sat on, but so that we could be a person, 
a neighbor, mother, brother, father, or sister. God has created us so that we could be who we were created to 
be. If we take a closer look at Ephesians chapter 2, then we see this is really good news! It’s not like we were 
“wandering in the wilderness” before we were created in Christ Jesus. No, we “were dead in trespasses and 
sins,” (Ephesians 2:1). The snake has already bitten us, killed us, and left our bones to be bleached by the 
desert sun. “But God…even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved,” (Eph. 2:4-5). He has made us alive again, creating us anew in Jesus. Now our lives 
are meant for living, in other words, “good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” We 
would have no business calling something good if God didn’t say so already. But the lives we now live are 
directed by our Heavenly Father who is the giver of every perfect gift. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

Life without a relationship with God is not good…it actually kills us. 

God has resurrected us in Jesus. 

God calls us to live as a child of his looking to him for every need. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we come to you because we trust you 
with our lives. We could have never come to you if you didn’t raise us from the dead in Jesus Christ proving 
yourself trustworthy. You’ve given us life to live so that we might truly live in this life by loving our neighbor 
and trusting you for every need. Help us we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Wednesday, March 10 

Family Devotion Day 

Psalm 107:09 

“For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness.” 

 

 
Did you give up a beloved food or drink for Lent? Are you hungry for that in which you gave up? It is hard to 
give up something that we enjoy eating. I long for my favorite coffee drink, but I am holding on to my fasting 
promise. Instead of filling my body with stuff (albeit delicious), I am filling my soul with the goodness of the 
Lord by reading scriptures. And the best part? It is exactly what I need and I feel satisfied each time I do it. My 
soul was longing for something more and God has filled it with His word. 
  
Activity 1: Fill your soul this week by reading your favorite passages from the Bible. 
Activity 2: Draw a meter (the one that looks like a thermometer) and color in a section at a time this week, as 
you read God’s word and are filled with His goodness. 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday March 11 

Study 

John 3:14-15 

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

Jesus knew his Old Testament! And in this conversation with Nicodemus, a Jewish Bible Teacher, Jesus 
explains what salvation is all about. Jesus tells Nicodemus that one has to be “born again” to see the kingdom 
of God, that the Son of Man must be lifted up, and that whoever believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. Our Old Testament reading for this week gives us some insight into what Jesus was teaching 
Nicodemus. In our Scripture from Numbers 21, we see the scenario play out that involved snakes and a 
serpent fashioned out of bronze that was lifted up by Moses. 

It seems odd that the people were saved by a bronze replica of the very thing that was killing them. This is 
what God commanded Moses to do in the Old Testament. Let’s just take a moment to consider what would 
take place. Someone would be angry with God. They would get bitten by a snake. They would know they are 
going to die unless they obeyed God’s command to look at the snake that was lifted up. Then, they realize that 
God is NOT the snake! He is not ultimately trying to kill them, but forgive them for being so hard headed. Now, 
the Son of Man is lifted up for the sake of the world so that we might look and be saved. Otherwise, we don’t 
trust God. We are angry with him or have no care in the world to acknowledge that he has created us. God 
tells us how to live, but we shrug it off. He tells us that he knows what life is all about and if we follow another 
way that it will only lead to death. 

Here’s the snake we’ve all been bitten by, “all we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to 
his own way,” (Isaiah 53:6). So, a dead man is lifted up on a tree. We look at it and realize that God is NOT 
death. Instead, he has given his Son to die for us so that we might live. God is not trying to kill us. He is trying 
to forgive us for being so hell-bent on being lost in finding “our own way.” Find comfort in the great efforts 
that God has taken to claim us as his own as we pray for those who aren’t yet at peace with our Heavenly 
Father. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, you are not out to kill us. You are out to forgive us, to make us new in 
Jesus Christ, and to give us a life to live. Help our eyes of faith to see the Son of Man this Easter season so that 
we might realize you are speaking to us today and every day into eternity. We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, March 12 

Hymn of the Day - “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

Scriptures:  Ephesians 2: 1-10 and John 3:14-21 

History:  Author: Anonymous (North American Folk Hymn) 

This hymn has a long-standing history that is not very well known. It is known, however, that the tune was 

discovered by composer William Walker on his journey through the Appalachian region of America. Though 

the tune had been around for many years, it was passed on by rote, and not written down. Walker decided in 

1835 that he would change that, and added the hymn to his collection, Southern Harmony. The Appalachian 

region is well known for having many Irish and Scottish immigrants, which is shown in the hymns haunting text 

and minor tune. The hymn is written in a way that made it easy to pass on from generation to generation, 

repetition of lyrics. The hymn was written in the early 1800's, a time when hymnals were scarce and music 

was rarely written down. To make it easier for people to learn hymns (Especially in the time of the Second 

Great Awakening), the author would often write the same lyrics over and over again to drive home the point, 

while still keeping the text simple and easy to learn.  

1 What wondrous love is this, 

O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down. 

When I was sinking down 

Beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, 

Who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

And when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing his love for me, 

And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

And through eternity I'll sing on. 



 

The New Testament and the Gospel for this week speak of the love of Christ.  The Holy Gospel contains the 

well-known verse of John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” And, Ephesians 2: 4-5 says “But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” When looking at these two passages, it talks about 

perishing and being dead in our trespasses. What does being dead in sin mean to you?  One person described 

it like this: “Being dead in our sin is not like falling off the boat into the water, floundering for help and gasping 

for air. It is not simply falling into treacherous water. Being dead in our sins means drowning to death, sinking 

to the bottom of the sea, and flatlining beyond the point of return. Mercy is God pulling us from the depths of 

the ocean to breathe life into us. He not only brings us back to life, but raises us to better, newer life!”   

 

The words of “What Wondrous Love is This” truly speaks of God’s mercy and love as written in the scriptures. 

In times when we may feel we have sunk to the very bottom of despair, Christ is there to save us.  He laid 

aside His crown for our souls and took that burden on for us.  In His love, God brought us back to life through 

Jesus’ own life, death, and resurrection.  We are given the promise that this saving love cannot be taken from 

us. There is nothing that can separate us from the far-reaching, steadfast, always-faithful love of God.   

Because of this wondrous love, we are free and will sing to God and the Lamb through eternity. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus.  Thank You for loving me, forgiving my sins, and for the promise of eternal life in You! 

Help me to remember You are always there for me and help me to share Your wondrous love with others. In 

Your name. Amen. 

            

 

Sources: http://etymologyofhymns.blogspot.com/ 

               www.austincitylife.org 
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Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, March 13 

Prepare for Worship 

Ephesians 2:4a 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy… 

Have you ever been doing something over and over and you didn’t quite get it, then all of a sudden as if for 
the first time it all makes sense? It’s as if, all the times before you were muddling through half asleep and then 
you were wide awake. (I am not referring to any new movements taking place at this time.) 

This is what God has done through his rich mercy. We were dead in our sins. We walked around half asleep 
and then through faith we become fully awake to what Christ was doing in our live. “4But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—” (Ephesians 2:4-5) We’d like to take credit for 
it ourselves, but a transformation like that is beyond us. Only God can do such great things! 

We were dead in our sins, God made us alive together with Christ. This is pure grace. The Holy Spirit has given 
us faith in Christ. Christ has taken our sin upon Him on the cross and given us the promise of eternal life. Paul 
points to what will happen in heaven, affecting our lives today in Christ! God “raised us up with him and 
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6-7) All this has 
happened together with Christ, we are raised up with Christ, that God may show his immeasurable riches of 
God’s grace toward us in Christ Jesus. All of this is so that God might show incredible immeasurable riches of 
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus, not because God had to, but because He is gracious and 
merciful. All of this is in Jesus Christ, not of our own doing. 

This is pure grace upon grace. He loves you and has called you to Him. 

Christ has taken our sin upon Him on the cross and we have been given the riches of Gods kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus, that we might live our lives in thanks for what He has done. 

Almighty God, let me never take for granted all that You have done for me, giving me faith, claiming me as 
Your child, and Your immeasurable riches of grace and kindness toward me. Teach me to see Your grace and 
mercy in my life every day. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, March 14 

Praise 

Psalm 107:21 

21 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

    for his wonderful works to humankind. 

Children love to repeat what their parents say. They are working on remembering what their parents have 

said, because they don’t want to forget it. It’s all in the process of leaning. “I’m going to draw a picture.” “I’m 

going to build a big garage.” Albert Einstein at about the age of six repeated everything he said in a whisper to 

himself. It’s called “Palilalia.” It’s common with kids who are very intelligent. 

In Psalm 107 we hear the same refrain again and again. (Ps. 107:1, 8, 15, 21, 31, 43) There are slight variations 

to it, but essentially, it’s, “Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to 

humankind.” (Ps.107:21) All throughout the Psalm we hear how God is faithful! We don’t want to forget it, so 

time and time again it’s whispered throughout the Psalm that we never forget that “the LORD is steadfast in 

His love” (Ps. 107:21) toward us and has intervened into our lives that we would recognize His wonderful 

works in our lives.  

(Take a moment now, to walk through your life and how God showed His steadfast love toward you through 

intervening in your life.) 

Heavenly Father, in and throughout my life You have shown Your wonderful works. Help me to never 

question Your faithfulness to me and Your steadfast love, instead help me to recognize Your hand in my life 

intervening and guiding me through many blessings and troubled times. Remind me that You love me more 

than I will ever understand. Amen 

 

 


