
Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Monday, March 22 

Listen 

Mark 14:27 

27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’” 

This is a hard word for us to hear from our Lord. Jesus was telling this to his disciples who had just eaten a 
Passover meal with him. Those disciples who had just heard, “This is my body given for you and this is my 
blood shed for you.” But, now, those who were once eating with him will flee from him. These words don’t 
just apply to these 12 disciples that Jesus would have been talking to. No, these are words that sum up what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus. We might want to push back with the words of Peter, “Even though they all 
fall away, I will not,” (Mark 14:29). We know that Peter was unable to keep his promise. So, is Jesus able to 
keep his? He just told the disciples, “Here’s my body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.” Jesus will certainly 
keep his end of the bargain, but his disciples didn’t know how soon they would be needing these words. 

Take 2 minutes and consider these things as you think about this verse from Mark: 

Christ saves those who are in need of saving. 

Jesus didn’t go to the cross because we were strong in faith, but when we were weak in faith, Christ was 
faithful. 

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Tuesday, March 23 

Pray 

Mark 14:50 

50 All of them deserted him and fled. 

Here, we can see that Christ’s words hold true. When he was arrested by the Pharisees, his disciples 
abandoned him. Jesus knew that none of his disciples would prove themselves faithful through this trial. When 
the shepherd is struck, “the sheep will be scattered,” (Mark 14:27). The disciples had spent three years with 
Jesus learning from him and modeling their lives after him. They apparently didn’t learn enough. They hadn’t 
been in enough situations with Jesus to be able to live out the right answer to the question, “What would 
Jesus do?” Because when Jesus was faced with the cross, he obeyed his Heavenly Father. When the disciples 
were faced with the cross, they ran. The disciples had the right answer to the question, “What would Jesus 
do?” All the disciples agreed with Peter, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you,” (Mark 14:31). Yet, all the 
disciples abandoned Jesus. The season of Lent is not about proving how faithful we can be as Christ’s disciples. 
The season of Lent is about receiving God’s faithfulness to us through Jesus Christ. 

Take 2 minutes consider what God has been teaching you as you pray: 

Christ didn’t come to save the strong or those who are well. He came to save the weak and the sick. 

Being a Christian is about having a God who is faithful before we ever had a thought about faith. 

Feel free to end your prayer in this way: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are no different than the disciples you 
gave to Christ while he walked this earth. We were faithless before you proved yourself faithful to us. We 
cherish this time to be refreshed in the life of your Son by his death. We pray that you would open our ears to 
hear in Jesus’ name, Amen 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Thursday March 25  

Study 

Mark 15:34 

34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

These can be frightening words to hear from Jesus. We might get to this point in the gospel and think to 
ourselves, “I thought this was good news!? Did it not work? What happened to Jesus’ perfect relationship with 
our Heavenly Father?” We can rest assured that this is still “the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” (Mark 
1:1). Mark has done a brilliant job telling us about Jesus throughout the rest of the gospel and here again at 
the end of the book, he is finally proving his point that this Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. We can notice 
this in at least two ways. 

The first way notices that Jesus isn’t pulling these words out of thin air while he is on the cross. He’s actually 
quoting the Old Testament. He is quoting the first verse of Psalm 22. It’s a brilliant psalm that prophecies 
about Jesus through the suffering of the Old Testament King David. The fulfillment of this psalm happens while 
Jesus is on the cross—Jesus knows this and that is why he is quoting it. Later in the psalm we see the psalmist 
cry out, “they have pierced my hands and feet,” and “they divide my garments among them, and for my 
clothing they caste lots,” (Psalm 22:16, 18). This is exactly what has happened to Jesus. Yet, the Psalm doesn’t 
stay dreary the whole way through because God answers the prayer of salvation for this servant of his. See 
what takes place close to the end of the psalm, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before you,” (Psalm 22:27). This is exactly what Jesus has 
brought about through his death! But Christ accomplishes salvation by suffering and taking our words and 
making them his own, “My God, my God, why?” 

In this moment, we know that Christ has taken on sin and God is treating him as if he was the worst sinner 
who had ever lived. His anguish was for our salvation. In this way, there’s a confession boiling up from our 
hearts that’s waiting to be spoken by our lips. This is the second way we realize that Mark has done a good job 
showing us that Jesus is the Christ. You see, we are not the only ones ready to confess something. There at the 
crucifixion, there was a roman guard who saw all of this and probably played some role in actually crucifying 
Christ. He sees Christ in anguish on the cross and he says, “Truly, this man was the Son of God!” (Mark 15:39). 
This is what Mark has been trying to tell us from the beginning, “the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” 
(Mark 1:1). This Roman soldier teaches us how to say it for ourselves. We can finally say it when we see Jesus 
is on the cross for our sake. That’s when we receive the good news and find this confession on our lips, “truly, 
this man was the Son of God!” 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Heavenly Father, we are so thankful for your Son Jesus Christ. We can see that he dug deep 
and dirtied himself in creation becoming like us in every respect except without sin. Yet, you treated him like a 
sinner for our sake! We will never get tired of praising you for this in Jesus Christ, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Friday, March 26 

Hymn Devotion:  O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Scripture:  The Passion Reading:  Mark 14:1 — 15:47  

History:  This hymn text is often attributed to Bernard of Clairvaux, a French abbot and founder of the Cistercian 

Order in the early twelfth century. In certain medieval orders, monks would spend hours meditating upon the 

crucifix. They would mentally divide the body of Christ into parts and meditate on each part respectively. 

Bernard (some think it was medieval poet Arnulf of Louvain) wrote a poem of fifty lines for each part of Christ’s 

body - his feet, hands, side, breast, heart, and head, and called it, “A rhythmic prayer to any one of the 

members of Christ suffering and hanging on the Cross” ('members' here refers to body parts). Bernard’s prayer 

to Christ’s head was the text hymnist Paul Gerhardt translated into German in the seventeenth century, and 

from which we have the English translation, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded.” [1] 

 

1- O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

 

2 - How art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 

How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter Passion were all for sinners' gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 

 

3 - What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, 

For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

 

4 - Lord, be my consolation; shield me when I must die; 

Remind me of thy Passion when my last hour draws nigh. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, from thee shall never move; 

For he who dies believing dies safely in thy love. 

 

Devotion:  Just as Bernard would meditate on the crucifix, so too does this text call us to remember the 

wounded and broken body of Christ as He suffered for us. It is not an activity we can ever particularly enjoy 

doing, but in the midst of reflecting on this in sorrow, we find buried, beneath our grief and shame, a pearl of 

joy; we can call this Savior, “though despised and gory,” our own. He suffered because of His love for us; we 

remember because of our love for Him. If we think about Jesus’ sacrifice, words can’t express all that we owe to 

Him. Bernard wrote: “What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend?” In gratitude, we need to be 

“His forever.” Our prayer must be that we “never, never outlive” our love for Him. As we enter Holy Week 



beginning this Sunday, may this time be a reminder of all that Jesus has done for you. Worship Him! Live for 

Him! And tell others about His sacrificial love. [1,2] 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for suffering for me. You took on my sins and took my place on the cross. I am 

eternally grateful for this sacrifice. Please use me to help others find salvation and receive the Good News of 

Your love. In Your name. Amen. 

Sources: [1] www.hymnary.org 

                [2] Inspiration Ministries; www.inspiration.org            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Saturday, March 27  

Prepare for Worship 

Philippians 2:9 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him  and gave him the name  that is above every name… 

“A.W. Tozer says that people who are crucified with Christ have three distinct marks: 

1. they are facing only one direction, 
2. they can never turn back, and 
3. they no longer have plans of their own.” 

(Tim Hansel, Holy Sweat, 1987, World Books Publisher, p. 187) 
 

As we are called to follow Jesus Christ we are called into His service. This means our plans are shaped by His 

will. We are not Masters of our own destiny; we know the Master who has our destiny in His hands. We 

know that events in life aren’t random or under our control, but they are under the direction of the God 

Himself. 

We often may feel as if we have power over what happens to us and what will happen in the future, but we 

forget that, “The human mind plans the way, but the LORD directs the steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) We see life as a 

gamble, but we should see it as directed by the LORD our God. The writer of Proverbs attributed to King 

Solomon writes, “The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the LORD’s alone.” (Provers 16:33) It is God 

who is there to lead and guide us, “10do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will 

strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) This is the 

One who created all that exists, the LORD of heaven and earth, who holds us in His hand and guides us with rod 

and staff. We do not have to be afraid. He loved us so much that He sent His son to save us and He 

commissions us to serve Him. “For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all 

who call on you.” (Psalm 86:5) “31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 

give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.” (Romans 

8:31-33) This is a beautiful portion of scripture and a wonderful reminder of God’s compassion for us. Read 

Paul’s argument Romans 8:1-39 you’ll see that there is nothing that can separate you from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We are called to follow Jesus Christ our Lord, who has the name above every name. So, we 1) Look to the 

Lord, 2) We never turn back, 3) We know that our plans are directed by Him. He does not leave us orphaned, 

but calls us His own children and has given us the Holy Spirit to guide our lives. Jesus reassured the disciples “I 

do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.” (John 

15:15) Why do we worry so much? We serve the one who has power over all things. 

Almighty God, You have seated Jesus Christ at Your right hand and given him authority over all things. Still 

to this day He intercedes for us. Teach us not to fear, but to place our trust in You. You hold everything in 

Your hands. Guide me today to trust in You when I am uncertain. Amen 



Saving Grace Daily Devotion 

Sunday, March 28  

Praise 

Mark 11:9b-10 
9b “Hosanna!      Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10 

    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

Today we make contracts with each other. You signed one when you bought a house. You sign one when you 

buy a car, or take out a loan. They are an agreement that what you are receiving you will reimburse through 

someone else who will pay for you. 

The Davidic covenant God made with David.  

“Thus says the LORD (Yahweh) of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 

over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10and I will 

make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my 

people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 

evildoers shall afflict them no more,11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, 

who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, 

and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human 

beings. 15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before 

you. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established 

forever. 17In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. (2 Samuel 7:4-17, 

1 Chronicles 17:4-15) God would not allow David to build the Temple in Jerusalem, but His Son Solomon 

would. Yet God made a covenant with David that His throne of his kingdom would be established forever.  

The People knew what it meant that Jesus came in to Jerusalem riding on a donkey. It meant that David’s 

throne would be established in Jerusalem. They thought it also meant that the Romans would be overthrown, 

instead God shows that His Kingdom shall be forever. “9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O 

daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9) We have a difficult time thinking beyond this world. 

God holds everything in His mighty hand. He holds the past, present and future. They cut palm branches and 

waved them strewing them on the ground as Jesus passed. Then they shouted Hosannah! The meaning of 

Hosanna in the Hebrew is “Save now” or “Save us we pray!” They didn’t understand that Jesus came as the 

King of kings to Save them forever, through His death and resurrection. 

He still comes to us today. We call to Him, “Hosanna! (Save us now) Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord!10

 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna (Save us we pray) in the 
highest heaven!” Jesus has done that through His body and blood that He shed for our sins. Through faith in 
Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit He has claimed us as His own. He has saved His people! 
 



Heavenly Father, You have established David’s throne for ever and ever through Jesus Christ our Lord. Guide 
our lives to always give You honor and glory and praise, for with You all things are possible. Guide me today 
to rest assured in the promise of eternal life given through Jesus Christ and the will to live to Your glory. 
Amen 
 

 


